
The Knowing 
(what the person knew)

The Doing 
(what the person did)

The Overcoming 
(what God did / will do)

Aaron knew 

from personal experience through seeing many 
great miracles that it was THE LORD who had brought 
the nation safely out of Egypt (Psa. 106:21-22) 
rather than “this man Moses” (Ex. 32:1).  
 

Aaron probably had helpers 
who knew how to skillfully fashion metal into an 
image (32:4). Such helpers are not mentioned, ho-
wever. This was probably in order to stress Aaron’s 
responsible for the idolatry (32:35).   
 

Aaron knew the commandments 
and the nature of idolatry. So he knew what the 
people wanted (32:1) and what they would do  
(32:5-6). Their immorality (32:6) was not surprising, 
though Aaron probably did not approve (32:22, 25). 
 

Aaron knew the people 
were evil (32:22), but unlike Moses, Aaron was also 
probably somewhat afraid of them (32:1-2, 25).  

Aaron also knew the Creator. 
So he knew that nothing meaningful is by chance.

Aaron did not rebuke 

the people for forgetting THE LORD who had saved 
them out of Egypt (Psa. 106:21-22) and asking for 
an idol to replace Moses who was absent (invisible 
to them) on Mount Sinai at the time (Ex. 32:1-2). 
 

Aaron quickly made the golden calf 
after gathering gold earrings from the people. Then 
he declared that it was their god who had brought 
them out of Egypt (32:2-4). Thus he joined the 
people in violating the first three commandments.  
 

Aaron declared a syncretistic feast 
to celebrate the making of the idol which he falsely 
and syncretistically declared to be THE LORD (32:5). 
This feast became an opportunity for the people to 
eat, drink, and act immorally (32:6, 18-19). 
 

Aaron excused his actions 
by somewhat truthfully blaming the people (32:22, 
Psa. 106:19-21) and  by making the ridiculous claim 
that the idol was formed by chance rather than by 
deliberate, skillful action (Ex. 32:24).

God tested 

the people and Aaron to show what they were like, 
by removing Moses from among them for many 
days (32:1). THE LORD also tested Moses to show 
that his servant was different (32:9-14, 19, 31-32).  
 

Moses was angry. 
So he broke the tablets (32:19) and ground the idol 
into power so that the people could drink water con-
taining it (32:20). Thus the gold was scattered by the 
people in their excrement and never used again.  
 

Moses questioned Aaron (32:21),  
but more stress in the chapter is on the punishment 
of the idolatrous people. Levites who had not gone 
along with the idolatry were commanded to kill other 
Hebrews who had. Thousands died (32:25-29, 35).  
 

THE LORD was very angry 
at the people and  Aaron (Ex. 32:33, Deut. 9:14, 20, 
Psa. 106:23), but He did not destroy them all. This 
was because Moses prayerfully stood in the breach 
(Psa. 119:23, Ex. 32:11-14, 31-32, Deut. 9:18-20).  
 

Ultimately, the Bible shows that human sin can only 
be forgive because of the Mediator of the new cov-
enant (Jer. 31:31-34, 1 Tim. 2:5, Heb. 9:11-15).

Overcoming the Knowing-Doing GapAARON and the golden calf Exodus 32:1-35, Deut. 9:13-21, Psalm 106:19-23

The Problem 
(what went wrong)

Aaron, of course, knew that idolatry was contrary to God’s commands. As a weak leader, however, he gave in to 
group pressure. This is implied in Moses’ question. “What did this people do to you...?” (Ex. 32:21). Nevertheless, 
Exodus chapter 32 and Psalm 106 stress the people’s unfaithfulness more.  © 2023 by Jon Mahar, Hakusan, Japan


