
The Knowing 
(what the person knew)

The Doing 
(what the person did)

The Overcoming 
(what God did / will do)

Miriam knew 

that the Lord had chosen the children of Israel rather 

than other nations  (Deut. 7:6), and this was at least 

in part why she and Aaron disapprove of Moses’ 

Ethiopian wife (Num. 12:1). Yet, Miriam should have 

also known that strangers who were also believers 

were to be treated with respect (Ex. 12:48, 22:21).  

 

Miriam may have remembered 
Moses as the helpless infant who was placed in the 

Nile (Ex. 2:3-8), but she should have remembered 

him more as the prophet who struck the Nile so that 

the water was turned to blood (Ex. 7:20-21). She 

probably remembered her own role better, however. 

 

Miriam and Aaron had not experienced 
life as an adobted child of Pharaoh’s daughter and 

had not been educated as an Egyptian. Nor had 

they lived for 40 years with the Midianites. So in 

some ways, they did not understand Moses.

Miriam spoke against Moses 

because of his Ethiopian wife (12:1). This was prob-

ably Moses’ second wife, Zipporah having died. The 

complaint was insensitive toward the woman and 

Moses, who in the will of God had had far more in-

teraction with non-Hebrew outsiders than Miriam 

and Aaron. (The woman must have been a believer.) 

 

Miriam and Aaron also claimed 
to have spoken for the Lord like Moses (12:2). This 

claim was partly true but mostly false. Moeover, it 

revealed a competetive spirit which sadly is com-

mon among siblings. Aaron and Miriam who were 

older probably were jealous of their younger brother.  

 

Miriam was silenced, 
but Aaron was allowed to speak to Moses on Mi-

raiam’s behalf (12:10-11). In doing so, he acknowl-

edge Moses’ leadership and confesses the sins of 

both himself and Miriam. So Moses prayed (12:13).

God immediately spoke 

to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, calling the three of them 

to the tabernacle of meeting (12:4). Thus God spoke 

rather than Moses, and the humble prophet did not 

need to say anything in defense of his ministry.  

   Pastors sometimes use this story against critics, but 

in doing so most forget that Moses said nothing. 

 

God pointed out that 
there is a great difference between Moses who met 

God face-to-face and ordinary prophets (12:6-8). 

Later, this difference was evident on the Mount of 

Transifuration where Moses was present but  Aaron 

and Miriam were not.  

 

God rebuked Miriam in a special way 
by turning her into a leper (12:10). Thereby she ba-

came more of an outsider (12:14-15) than Moses’ 

Ethiopian wife had been. Yet, God answered Moses’ 

prayer and after seven days Miriam was restored.  

 
Later through Christ, the division between Jews 
and Gentiles was removed in the church (Eph. 
2:19), and in heaven there will be no rivalry. 
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The Problem 
(what went wrong)

Miriam’s knowing-doing gap involved sibling rivalry and selfish ambition which are both very common. How spe-
cial Moses was as God’s face-to-face prophet (12:8) was forgotten in the process. In practice, selfish selective 
memory was the main problem, both regarding Moses and his Ethiopian wife. © 2023 by Jon Mahar, Hakusan, Japan


