
lesser-known women of significance

paganism in early churches 
 

Her real name was probably not 
Jezebel, but her corrupting influence 
was so great that the Lord changed her 
name to associate her with the notorious 
wife of King Ahab. The first Jezebel cor-
rupted Israel (1 Kgs. 16:31); the second 
Jezebel corrupted the church in Thyatira.  
 

How did Jezebel #2  get into the church? 
We do not know the details, but it is im-
portant to note that there was similar cor-
rupt teaching in the nearby church in 
Pergamos. (Compare 2:14 and 2:20.) In 
both churches, pagan idolatry was being 
mixed with biblical Christianity.  
 

Since all of Asia Minor was a pagan re-
gion, this influence could have come into 
the churches easily through various per-
sonal relationships. In Balaam’s time 
and in Ahab’s day, corruption came into 
Israel through mixed marriages. So 
some believe that Jezebel #2 was mar-
ried to a church leader. Business rela-
tionships may have played a role as well. 
 

Like her Old Testament namesake, the 
second Jezebel was a skillful manipula-
tor, and she was probably a good 
speaker as well, since she claimed to be 
a prophetess (2:20). These skills may 
have first been developed in business,  
since Thyatira was a thriving commercial 
center (Acts 16:14). She probably was a 
wealthy woman.   
 

For whatever reason, the church leaders 
allowed Jezebel to teach and corrupt the 
church (2:20). Perhaps they did so be-
casue they were weak personalities like 
King Ahab. (See 1 Kgs. 21:25.) 

Rev. 2:18-29 
 

2:18 And unto the angel of the church in 
Thyatira write; These things saith the Son 
of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame 
of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 2:19 
I know thy works, and charity, and service, 
and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; 
and the last to be more than the first.  
 

2:20 Notwithstanding I have a few things 
against thee, because thou sufferest that 
woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a 
prophetess, to teach and to seduce my ser-
vants to commit fornication, and to eat 
things sacrificed unto idols. 2:21 And I gave 
her space to repent of her fornication; and 
she repented not. 2:22 Behold, I will cast 
her into a bed, and them that commit adul-
tery with her into great tribulation, except 
they repent of their deeds. 2:23 And I will 
kill her children with death; and all the 
churches shall know that I am he which 
searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will 
give unto every one of you according to 
your works.  
 

2:24 But unto you I say, and unto the rest 
in Thyatira, as many as have not this doc-
trine, and which have not known the depths 
of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you 
none other burden.  2:25 But that which ye 
have already hold fast till I come. 2:26 And 
he that overcometh, and keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give power over 
the nations: 2:27 And he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter 
shall they be broken to shivers: even as I 
received of my Father. 2:28 And I will give 
him the morning star. 2:29 He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the churches.
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Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

negatives 
 

The original Jezebel is introduced in 1 
Kgs. 16:31 as the daughter of the king 
of the Sidonians, and she is last men-
tioned at her death in 2 Kgs. 9:37. She 
appears occasionally between these 
two points, most notably in First Kings 
chapter 21 in connection with the mur-
der of Naboth. (Also see 1 Kgs. 19:1-2.) 
 

The two Jezebels had much in com-
mon. Otherwise Jezebel #2 would not 
have been called by that name. Many 
of the similarities are listed in the first 
worksheet section below. Others could 
be added as well, including the obvious 
but important fact that they were both 
women. Some differences are men-
tioned in the B section.  

  
The most difficult aspect of the study of 
Rev. 2:20-24 is deciding if statements 
about Jezebel are to be taken literally 
or figuratively. Was her sexual immoral-
ity literal or was the Lord refering to 
idolatry (B-3)? Similarly, were her chil-
dren in verse 23 her physical descen-
dants or were they her followers (A-6)?  
 

Some may even go so far as to ques-
tion if Jezebel #2 was a real person. 
The others mentioned in the context 
(Balak, Balaam, and the original 
Jezebel) were all real. So Jezebel #2 
was a real person as well. It is interest-
ing to compare Jezebel to the Roman 
Catholic church (B-4), but she is not 
just an illustration. 

A (      )  The two Jezebels were much alike.

A-1 (     )  They were both dishonest. 

A-2 (     )  They both promoted idolatry (2:20).

A-3 (     )  They were unwilling to repent (2:21-22).

A-4 (     )  They both were supported by others.

A-5 (     )  Neither of them was judged quickly.

A-6 (     )  The were both married women.

A-7 (     )  They were both Gentiles.

B (      )  The second Jezebel may have been worse than the original one.

B-1 (     )  She claimed to be a prophetess; the first Jezebel did not. 

B-2 (     )  More is written about Jezebel #2 than about the first Jezebel.

B-3 (     )  She was sexually promiscuous (2:20-22). Jezebel #1 was not. 

B-4 (     )  She was like the corrupt Catholic church of the Middle Ages.

B-5 (     )  She was seductive and crafty like Balaam (2:14, 20-22).

B-6 (     )  Her false teaching was deeply satanic (2:24).



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

positives 
 

It is nearly impossible to find anything 
good to say about either Jezebel. One 
could argue that it was a good thing 
that the Jezebel in Revelation did not 
have nearly as much authority as 
Queen Jezebel in the Old Testament. 
That is true, of course, but there must 
be something better to consider.  
 

Thankfully, there are positive things that 
can and should be said about the 
Lord’s dealing with Jezebel and the 
church at Thyatira. Human sinfulness 
led to manifestations of God’s right-
eousness in judgement (as shown in 
the section C lines) and of the Lord’s 
loving care for his churches (as de-
scribed in the section D lines).  

 
The letter to the church in Thyatira is 
the longest of seven in chapters two 
and three. In a way, this was because 
of the seriousness of the Jezebel prob-
lem. Yet, this also shows that the Lord 
took great interest in his churches and 
especially in the one with problems. 
The long letter is a sign of his care. 
 

Thankfully, the letter does not end with 
Jezebel #2 any more than the book of 
Kings ends with Jezebel #1. Instead of 
saying more and more about Jezebel, 
the Lord ended with his future return 
(2:25) and millennial reign (2:26-28). 
He even cited a portion of Psalm Two. 
Thus dealing with Jezebel is not the 
only reason why the letter is so long.

C (      )   The Lord was about to judge Jezebel and those with her. 

C-1 (     )  She may have died of disease (2:22).

C-2 (     )  The Lord gave Jezebel time to repent (2:21).

C-3 (     )  Jesus is pictured as Judge in 2:18, 22, 23, and 27.

C-4 (     )  Church leaders could have stopped Jezebel (2:20).

C-5 (     )  Divine judgement serves as a warning to others (2:23).

C-6 (     )  The Lord was about to judge Jezebel’s followers (2:23-24).

C-7 (     )  The Lord will make his faithful overcomers judges (2:26-27). 

D (      )   The Lord cares for his churches. 

D-1 (     )  Warnings are a sign of care (2:16, 22-23).

D-2 (     )  Dealing with Jezebel #2 was like cancer surgery.

D-3 (     )  The Lord cares about what his people do (2:19, 23).

D-4 (     )  Jesus promised to keep the church in Thyatira open (2:26). 

D-5 (     )  It is important to remember that the church age will end (2:25-29).

D-6 (     )  The Lord does not want women to be Bible teachers (2:20, Tit. 2:3-4).



worksheet answers  
 

The second Jezebel had a special re-
lationship with the church of Thyatira. 
She was  the church’s woman. (Most 
manuscripts show this in verse 20.) Though 
some believe that she was married to 
the church’s pastor, it is more likely that 
she was unmarried (A-6) and acted as 
if she were the pastor or a higher au-
thority. This is contrary to 1 Tim. 2:12.* 
 

Jezebel #2 may have been sexually 
promiscuous (B-3), but the children 
whom God judged were probably her 
followers (C-6) rather than her natural 
offspring. They were judged for their 
deeds rather than because they had an 
evil mother (2:23). God cares about 
what each person believes, teaches, 
and does (2:23-24, D-3). 
 

Church leaders and ordinary members 
should have opposed Jezebel, and  
probably some did (2:24). Yet, there 
was no guarantee that they could have 
stopped her (C-4). The Lord did not 
promise to keep the church open (D-4), 
and there is no church in the Thyatira 
region in Turkey today. The promises 
in 2:26-28 were given to faithful individ-
uals within the church (C-7). 
 

The second Jezebel and her followers 
probably claimed that they had special 
knowledge of the deep things of God 
(2:24). Yet, her idolatrous (A-2) and 
promiscuous teaching actually involved 
the deep things of Satan (2:24). She 
may have been an early Gnostic.  
 

* D-6 is partly correct. B-2 is incorrect.

So what? 
 

A doctor who truly cares for his or her pa-
tients does not offer false hope that seri-
ous health problems will simply go away 
by themselves. Serious conditions like 
cancer have to be dealt with rather than 
covered up. The main problem in Thyatira 
was Jezebel and her teaching. So she 
and her false teaching had to be con-
fronted with a sense of urgency.  
 

Nevertheless, the Lord did not judge 
Jezebel immediately (A-5). She was 
given time to repent (2:21, A-3). The goal 
was spiritual health with as little collateral 
damage as possible. So change was 
called for repeatedly before radical-
surgery (i.e. judgement) was performed. 
Because the initial approach involved pa-
tience, line D-2 is only partly correct.  
 

The faithful within the church in Thyatira 
were given one command only. They 
were to hold fast to Christ-centered truth 
(2:25). An important aspect of this was fo-
cusing on the Lord’s return and the begin-
ning of His kingdom (2:25-28). He would 
not allow the mixing of truth and error that 
Jezebel promoted to continue. Moreover, 
when Jesus returns, he will end the cor-
ruption completely (2:27, Psa. 2:9).  
 

Jezebel’s ways were replicated in the 
church of the Middle Ages (B-4), but as-
pects of her approach are also seen  
today. She was sensual and worldly. Con-
temporary churches, in which the Lord’s 
return is rarely mentioned, easily become 
so as well. We must live expecting his re-
turn and the end of the church age (D-5). 

applications

Apply the points which you believe are most important or seem most needful. 


