
lesser-known women of significance

  
 

Second John is one of the shortest 
Books in the Bible, perhaps the 
shortest of all. So it is not surprising 
that the unnamed woman who was 
the main recipient of the short Epis-
tle is rarely studied. Nevertheless, 
there is good reason to study her 
and through her the important things 
that ‘the Elder,’ John the Apostle, 
wrote to her and her adult children.  
 

Second John may be thought of as 
a short but significant postscript 
which adds a personal touch to First 
John which is much longer but 
somewhat impersonal. This was 
done while continuing to deal with 
the doctrinal errors of and the prac-
tical problems caused by the Gnos-
tics who did not believe in the 
incarnation of Christ. (Notice the sim-
ilarity of 1 John 4:2-3 and 2 John 7.)  
 

Gnostic false teachers were infiltrat-
ing churches in Asia Minor where 
John, the last living apostle, was 
ministering. They did this by taking 
advantage of Christian hospitality. 
So John’s second Letter was aimed 
at stopping this by instructing ‘the 
elect lady’ to be on guard against 
and reject itinerant heretics.  
 

Perhaps the elect lady was not 
named because John and God in-
tended from the beginning that this 
personal Letter be widely distributed 
along with First John. ??? 

2 John 1-13 
 

1 The Elder unto the elect lady and her chil-
dren, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, 
but also all they that have known the truth; 2 
For the truth’s sake, which dwelleth in us, and 
shall be with us for ever. 3 Grace be with you, 
mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Fa-
ther, in truth and love. 4 I rejoiced greatly that 
I found of thy children walking in truth, as we 
have received a commandment from the Fa-
ther.  
 

5 And now I beseech thee, lady, not as 
though I wrote a new commandment unto 
thee, but that which we had from the begin-
ning, that we love one another. 6 And this is 
love, that we walk after his commandments. 
This is the commandment, That, as ye have 
heard from the beginning, ye should walk in 
it. 7 For many deceivers are entered into the 
world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an 
antichrist. 8 Look to yourselves, that we lose 
not those things which we have wrought, but 
that we receive a full reward. 9 Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine 
of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the 
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father 
and the Son. 10 If there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not 
into your house, neither bid him God speed: 
11 For he that biddeth him God speed is par-
taker of his evil deeds.  
 

12 Having many things to write unto you, I 
would not write with paper and ink: but I trust 
to come unto you, and speak face to face, 
that our joy may be full. 13 The children of thy 
elect sister greet thee. Amen. 
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Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

negatives 
 

Many of the lines below are about 
how little is known about ‘the elect 
lady.’ Probably she was much better 
known at the time (1), but very little is 
known about her today. There is little 
doubt about ‘the Elder’ being the 
Apostle John, but because of the lack 
of clarity about the lady’s identity, 
some speculate that she may not 
have been a real person (A-7). Some 
also speculate that her name may 
have been ‘Elect’ or simply ‘Lady.’ 
This doubtful speculation may be in-
teresting for some, but the more im-
portant issue is how Second John 
should be applied. 

  
That said, how can we correctly apply 
an Epistle if we do not know who the 
first recipient was? A similar question 
can be asked about those Psalms 
which do not have a known author. 
Thankfully, we know that Second 
John was written by John and the 
connection with First John is well 
known. (See on the previous page.) 
Even so, there are still some difficul-
ties because of the lack of clarity 
about the elect lady. She and her sis-
ter (13) were probably real people, 
but that fact is just a starting point. In 
addition, we know that she had a 
house (10), but where was it located?

A (      )   The elect lady is an enigma.

A-1 (     )  We do not know her name. 

A-2 (     )  Her husband is not mentioned.

A-3 (     )  We do not know where she lived. 

A-4 (     )  Her elect sister (13) is also unnamed.

A-5 (     )  We do not know why “the Elder” wrote to her. 

A-6 (     )  We do not know anything about her or her children.

A-7 (     )  Some think that she and her sister were actually churches.

B (      )   Second John is somewhat difficult in practical ways.

B-1 (     )  The setting is not clear enough.

B-2 (     )  The truth is not clearly defined (1-2, 4, 7).

B-3 (     )  2 John 10-11 is the opposite of 3 John 7-8.

B-4 (     )  It is often overlooked because it is very short.

B-5 (     )  Verses ten and 11 are negative and ignored by some.

B-6 (     )  It is difficult to love one another AND uphold the truth (4-5).



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

positives 
 

God gives us the background infor-
mation that we need to know and 
withholds information that might be-
come a distraction. There is no ques-
tion about Second John being an 
inspired Epistle that was accepted by 
the early church. That is important to 
know, but perhaps it would be coun-
terproductive to know the name of the 
elect lady and the city in which she 
lived. Likewise if we knew the name 
of her children and something about 
her husband, we might focus too 
much on Second John as a personal 
letter and overlook its important doc-
trinal and practical content.  

 
Practically speaking the plea to love 
one another in verses five and six and 
the command to refuse to help 
heretics in verse ten are high points 
in Second John. Therefore, several of 
the worksheet lines below deal with 
the content of these key verses. Line 
D-3 deals with the relationship be-
tween them, and line B-6 on the pre-
vious page concerns this as well. 
 

The closing lines, those in the E sec-
tion, call for a final look at the per-
sonal life and ministry of the elect 
lady. Was she  important or is the 
negative command in verse ten all 
that truly mattered?

C (      )   Second John is important.

C-1 (     )  It is a doctrinal, Christ-centered Epistle (3, 7, 9-10).

C-2 (     )  It is as important as John’s other two inspired Letters.

C-3 (     )  The main reason that it is important is because John wrote it.

D (      )   The negative command in verse ten is important.

D-1 (     )  It is about avoiding sinful associations.

D-2 (     )  The context explains the need for the negative.

D-3 (     )  It is stronger than the positive plea in five and six.

D-4 (     )  It was important because there were many deceivers. 

D-5 (     )  It was important because hospitality was very important.

E (      )   The elect lady’s ministry was important.

E-1 (     )  She was probably a good hostess like Priscilla (Rom. 16:3-5).

E-2 (     )  The command (10) was given to her rather than to her husband.

E-3 (     )  She and her sister were encouraged to be better mothers (1,4,13).



worksheet answers  
 

There are more incorrect lines on the 
worksheets in this study than in most 
others. Lines A-5, A-6, B-1, B-2, B-6, C-
3, and E-3 are all incorrect. In addition, 
four other lines are only partly correct 
(A, A-3, B-3, and D-3). 
 

We know more about the elect lady 
than many realize. She was a believer, 
and active for God, as well as at least 
some of her children (4, A-6). Moreover 
nothing is said about her or her sister 
needing to be better mothers (E-3). 
Though we do not know exactly where 
these two ladies lived, we know that it 
probably was in western Asia Minor 
since that is where John was minister-
ing (A-3).  
 

The elect lady was probably a good 
hostess like Priscilla (E-1), since her 
house is mentioned in verse ten. Per-
haps her husband was not mentioned 
(A-2) because he was an unbeliever. 
More likely, it was because she more 
than he was in charge of receiving 
guests. That is probably why Priscilla is 
named before Aquilla (Rom. 16:3-5).  
 

The truth which the Gnostics denied 
and which is stressed in John’s Letters 
is the incarnation, the coming of God in 
the flesh. This is clearly stated in verse 
seven. (Line B-2 is incorrect.) 

So what? 
 

John called for mutual love based on 
love for the truth (4-5), but sadly, many 
wrongly believe that it is difficult or im-
possible to love others and be zealous 
for truth. This is a serious error (B-6) 
which can destroy churches.  
 

Because biblical truth is so important, 
John commanded that those who did 
not love the truth be rejected rather than 
helped. This is the main practical point 
in Second John and from ancient times 
verses ten and eleven have always 
been the main ones quoted. This is 
probably the main reason John wrote to 
the elect lady, though his personal 
closeness to her and her family was, of 
course, a factor as well (A-5). 
 

We know some key things about the 
elect lady, but mysteries remain (A). 
One of these is why she and her sister 
are called elect ladies. (Cf. Rom. 16:13.) 
We do not know why this is, but being 
chosen by God contrasts with the will-
fulness of the Gnostic heretics. Like 
false prophets, false teachers brazenly 
choose to act on their own. 
 

Those who are chosen by God are his 
forever (1-3) and are to have a postive 
ministry for the Lord (4-6, 12-13). Yet 
they must also be careful regarding will-
ful false brethren (7-11). 

applications

Apply the points which you believe are most important or seem most needful. 


