
lesser-known women of significance

Was Peter married? 
 

The healing of his mother-in-law shows 
that Peter was a married man. The 
church of Rome claims that his wife   
had died earlier and that is why she is 
not mentioned in Mk. 1:29-31. This 
claim is clearly false, because Paul 
shows in 1 Cor. 9:5 that Peter was still 
married over 20 years later. This fact 
was used by Paul to argue that he, like 
Peter, had the right to marry a believing 
woman if he wished to do so. 

Is Peter’s wife in 1 Pet. 3:1-6? 
 

There were many women in the early 
church whose husbands were unsaved. So 
Peter instructed these women on how to 
have a good testimony toward their hus-
bands. This may seem to have nothing to do 
with Peter’s own wife, since he was a be-
liever. Yet on second thought, the apostle’s 
wife probably agreed with his inspired ad-
vise and lived accordingly. So the inner 
beauty of Peter’s wife is probably describes 
in 1 Pet.  3:1-6 to some extent. 

Mark 1:29-31 
 

1:29 And forthwith, when they were 
come out of the synagogue, they en-
tered into the house of Simon and An-
drew, with James and John. 1:30 But 
Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a 
fever, and anon they tell him of her. 
1:31 And he came and took her by the 
hand, and lifted her up; and immedi-
ately the fever left her, and she minis-
tered unto them.  
 

1 Cor. 9:3-7 
 

9:3 Mine answer to them that do ex-
amine me [Paul] is this, 9:4 Have we 
not power to eat and to drink? 9:5 
Have we not power to lead about a 
sister, a wife, as well as other apos-
tles, and as the brethren of the Lord, 
and Cephas [i.e. Peter]? 9:6 Or I only 
and Barnabas, have not we power to 
forbear working? 9:7 Who goeth a 
warfare any time at his own charges? 
who planteth a vineyard, and eateth 
not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth 
a flock, and eateth not of the milk of 
the flock?  

1 Pet. 3:1-7 
 

3:1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands; that, if any obey not 
the word, they also may without the word 
be won by the conversation of the wives; 
3:2 While they behold your chaste conver-
sation coupled with fear. 3:3 Whose adorn-
ing let it not be that outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or 
of putting on of apparel; 3:4 But let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in that which is 
not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight 
of God of great price. 3:5 For after this 
manner in the old time the holy women 
also, who trusted in God, adorned them-
selves, being in subjection unto their own 
husbands: 3:6 Even as Sara obeyed Abra-
ham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye 
are, as long as ye do well, and are not 
afraid with any amazement.  
 

3:7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with 
them according to knowledge, giving hon-
our unto the wife, as unto the weaker ves-
sel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life; that your prayers be not hin-
dered. 
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Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

negatives 
 

From the beginning, this series of Bible 
studies has been bases on the idea 
that it is possible and profitable to study 
the lesser-known women in the Bible 
even though very little is directly stated 
about some of them. Many of the neg-
ative and sceptical lines in the work-
sheet below directly challenge this 
foundation since very little is written 
about Peter’s wife. In fact, there is 
probably less recorded about her than 
any other woman in this series (Asenath, 
Joseph’s wife may be an exception.) Paul 
showed that Peter’s wife was still alive 
when First Corinthians was written, but 
otherwise she remains mostly hidden 
from view. The wives of the other apos-
tles are hidden as well. 

 
Is there enough known about Peter’s 
wife to warrant a study? The answer is 
probably no, if Peter’s teaching in 1 
Pet. 3:1-7 is irrelevant. Various argu-
ments against thinking about Peter and 
his wife while studying 1 Pet. 3:1-7 are 
listed in the B section below. Some of 
these lines are obviously correct, but 
the points in some of the others are 
clearly incorrect.  
 

The final line below (B-8) calls for a 
judgement call regarding the implica-
tions of Peter’s great passage on 
mixed marriages. Does 1 Pet. 3:1-7 in-
dicate or imply anything about the way 
Peter and his wife probably lived or is 
it only about how others should live?

A (      )   It is difficult to study Peter’s wife.

A-1 (     )  She is only directly mentioned in 1 Cor. 9:5.

A-2 (     )  It is not good to speculate about unclear things. 

A-3 (     )  It is easier to study Sarah and other well-known women. 

A-4 (     )  It is a total waste of time to discuss Peter’s marital status. 

A-5 (     )  The unnamed woman in Pro. 31:10-31 is also difficult to study.

B (      )   It is somewhat difficult to find Peter’s wife in 1 Pet. 3:1-7.

B-1 (     )  She is not directly mentioned in 1 Pet. 3:1-7.

B-2 (     )  First Peter 3:1-6 is about an imaginary ideal wife.

B-3 (     )  Peter used Sarah as an example (3:6), not his wife.

B-4 (     )  Peter’s wife may have died before he wrote 1 Pet. 3:1-7.

B-5 (     )  She probably did not wear expensive cloths or jewelry (3:3-4). 

B-6 (     )  She was not loud, rebellious, and unsaved (3:4-7, 1 Cor. 9:5).

B-7 (     )  We should study 1 Pet. 3:1-7 without thinking about Peter or his wife.



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

positives 
 

Since we do not know many things 
about Peter’s wife, we must deal with 
probabilities to some extent. This is 
clearly seen in many of the worksheet 
lines below. This is not reckless spec-
ulation, however. We know many 
things about Peter, and there are vari-
ous biblical principles involved as well. 
(See C-1, C-2, D-3, D-6, and D-7.) 
 

No line below wildly suggests, for in-
stance, that the wedding at Cana (John 
2:1-11) may have been Peter’s. Such 
is highly unlikely since most scholars 
believe that Peter was the oldest of the 
twelve disciples. Therefore he had 
probably been married for many years 
before following Jesus.  

  
Although the book of Acts shows Peter 
as primarily an evangelist, he was also 
a leading teacher in the early Jewish 
churches. This is implied in Acts 2:42, 
and the Lord himself said that Peter 
would strengthen his brethren (Lk. 
22:32). It was probably in local church 
settings that Peter’s wife helped his 
ministry the most. 
 

Although Peter’s wife is the subject of 
many of the lines below, the purpose of 
this study is not just to learn more 
about her. By acknowledging her pres-
ence and probable influence, we can 
gain deeper insight into Peter’s min-
istry and teaching and how the early 
churches functioned. 

C (      )   Peter’s wife sometimes traveled with him (1 Cor. 9:5). 

C-1 (     )  Jewish families often traveled together (Lk. 2:41).

C-2 (     )  She probably did not have small children at home.

C-3 (     )  She may have been one of the women in Acts 1:14.

C-4 (     )  She probably did not go with Peter to Samaria (Acts 8:14).

C-5 (     )  She probably traveled with Peter within Judea (Acts 9:32-43). 

D (      )   Peter’s wife must have been a positive influence.

D-1 (     )  It was important for her to be a good example to other women.

D-2 (     )  Some of the women in the Jerusalem church probably knew her.

D-3 (     )  It is good to think about relationships within churches (1 Tim. 2:8-15).

D-4 (     )  There is no reason to think that she disagreed with 1 Pet. 3:1-7.

D-5 (     )  She may have taught younger church women (Tit. 2:3-4).

D-6 (     )  Most church leaders were married (1 Cor. 9:5).

D-7 (     )  She helped Peter teach 1 Pet. 3:1-7.



worksheet answers  
 

It is dangerous to wildly speculate 
about Peter’s wife. Yet it is helpful to 
think about various possibilities based 
on the relevant information available. 
(Line A-2 is only partly correct.) There 
is enough known about Peter and his 
wife to warrant this study even though 
it is more difficult to study her (A) than 
the unnamed virtuous woman in Pro. 
31:10-31. (Lines A-5 and B-7 are both 
incorrect.) It is important to think about 
relationships within churches (D-3).  
 

It is not a waste of time to talk about 
Peter’s marital status (A-4), even 
though Roman Catholics scholars are 
unwilling to admit the obvious, that 
Peter was a married man during most 
of his ministry. It is clear that his wife 
traveled with him some (C). Yet the de-
tails about when and where are difficult 
to determine exactly. So lines C-3, C-
4, and C-5 are uncertain. Yet, they are 
still probably correct.  
 

Since Sarah was well known, she be-
came the great example of submission 
in 1 Pet. 3:6 rather than Peter’s wife (B-
3). This does not mean that there were 
no living examples in the Jerusalem 
church and other churches however. 
Titus 2:3-4 shows that local examples 
were needed. Peter’s wife was proba-
bly an exemplary woman (D-1). She 
may have taught younger woman (D-
5), and she probably helped Peter 
teach 1 Pet. 3:1-7 by being a good ex-
ample. (Line D-7 is partly correct.)  

So what? 
 

Lest the gospel be hindered, it is very 
important that the lives of Christians be 
authentic and different from those of the 
unsaved. So 1 Pet. 3:1-7 is about the 
lives of real people rather than imaginary 
ideal characters (B-2). Moreover, most 
points in these verses are relevant for all 
married couples. So they applied to 
Peter and his wife back then, and they 
still apply to married couples today, even 
if both partners are believers. Christian 
couples are being watched too. 
 

Some may ask why there is far more 
written about how the wives are to live 
(1 Pet. 3:1-6) than about the lives of the 
husbands (1 Pet. 3:7). This does not 
seem fair. The best answer may be a 
simple one. There were probably far 
more women in the churches with an un-
saved husband than there were men 
with an unsaved wife. The same is still 
true today as well. Moreover, verse 
seven must not be taken lightly.  
 

Still some will object to the commands 
regarding clothing and jewelry in verse 
three. There are no similar ones given to 
husbands. This too seems unfair. Again, 
a simple answer comes to mind. In gen-
eral, men do not care as much about 
clothing and jewelry as women do. The 
following verses show that there is more 
to this however. Godly married women 
have a special capacity to display true 
beauty through submission to their hus-
bands. Like Sarah, Peter’s wife also was 
probably beautiful in this way. 

applications

Apply the points which you believe are most important or seem most needful. 


