
lesser-known women of significance

Gal. 4:1-11 
 

4:1 Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is 
a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 
though he be lord of all; 4:2 But is under tu-
tors and governors until the time appointed of 
the father. 4:3 Even so we, when we were 
children, were in bondage under the elements 
of the world: 4:4 But when the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his Son, made 
[born] of a woman, made [born] under the 
law, 4:5 To redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons. 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 4:7 Wherefore 
thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if 
a son, then an heir of God through Christ.  
 

4:8 Howbeit then, when ye [Gentiles] knew 
not God, ye did service unto them which by 
nature are no gods. 4:9 But now, after that ye 
have known God, or rather are known of God, 
how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly 
elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in 
bondage? 4:10 Ye observe days, and 
months, and times, and years. 4:11 I am 
afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you 
labour in vain. 
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Gal. 3:21-29 
 

3:21 Is the law then against the prom-
ises of God? God forbid: for if there 
had been a law given which could 
have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law. 3:22 But 
the scripture hath concluded all under 
sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus 
Christ might be given to them that be-
lieve. 3:23 But before faith came, we 
were kept under the law, shut up unto 
the faith which should afterwards be 
revealed. 3:24 Wherefore the law was 
our schoolmaster to bring us unto 
Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith. 3:25 But after that faith is come, 
we are no longer under a schoolmas-
ter. 3:26 For ye are all the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus.  
 

3:27 For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus. 3:29 And if ye be 
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, 
and heirs according to the promise. 

It was Mary, but . . .  
 

Mary is well known through the 
Gospels, especially the Gospel of 
Luke in which she is mentioned more 
than 20 times, far more than any other 
woman. Moreover, since Luke worked 
closely with Paul for many years, the 
Apostle would have heard from him all 
about the virgin birth and Jesus’ 
mother.

 
 

Nevertheless, Mary is not named by Paul in 
Gal. 4:4. Instead, the phrase he used, ‘made 
[or born] of a woman,’ kept Mary’s identity 
hidden in favor of stressing Jesus’ humanity 
and Jewish heritage. He was the eternal Son 
sent by the Father, but he also developed as 
a human baby within the womb of his un-
named mother. Thus, the incarnation is 
stressed in Gal. 4:4, but Mary is not.



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

negatives 
 

Galatians is one of the most negative 
Epistles, and necessarily so because of 
false teaching that had come into the 
churches of Galatia. Some were fool-
ishly turning away from the true gospel 
of grace that Paul preached, to the en-
slavement that came with Jewish legal-
ism. (See 1:6-7, 2:21, 3:1-3, 4:9-11, 
5:1-6, and 6:12-15.)  
 

Because of this Paul wrote to the Gala-
tians about the true nature and purpose 
of the law and what happens when it is 
misused in a vain attempt to be justified 
through works. He also showed that, 
because of the coming of the Son, Jew-
ish believers in Christ are no longer 
under the law (4:1-7).  

 
Mary is always presented in a positive 
way in the Gospels, but in Gal. 4:4 she 
is shown to have been a woman in a 
difficult position. She was under the law 
and therefore required to follow its de-
tailed ceremonial rules. Luke 2:22-24, 
27, and 39 show that she did so. The 
Son however redeemed her from that 
position (4:4-5). 
 

In addition to Mary, Sarah and Hagar 
are also mentioned in Galatians without 
being named (4:22-31). Hagar is called 
the bondwoman, while Sarah is refered 
to as the freewoman. As with Mary, 
Paul’s point regarding them was prima-
rily about their positions. Therefore their 
names were omitted.

A (      )   Mary is not the main person in Galatians 4:4.

A-1 (     )  She was purposefully left unnamed.

A-2 (     )  Paul was probably not very interested in Mary. 

A-3 (     )  The incarnation was more about God than Mary.

A-4 (     )  She was not named because she was unimportant.

A-5 (     )  Galatians 4:4 is more about the law than about Mary.

A-6 (     )  She is more important in Luke 1:42 than in Gal. 4:4.

B (      )   There are many (mostly negative) points about the law in Galatians.

B-1 (     )  The law reveals sin (3:19, Rom. 3:20).

B-2 (     )  The law can not give life (2:16, 21, 3:11, 21).

B-3 (     )  The law was like a strict tutor (3:24-25, 4:1-5).

B-4 (     )  The ceremonial law was weak and inadequate (4:9-10). 

B-5 (     )  God’s promise to Abraham came before the law (3:17-18).

B-6 (     )  It is good for Gentiles to put themselves under the law (4:9-10).

B-7 (     )  Those who try to be saved through the law are cursed (3:10-13).



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

positives 
 

Let’s take a close look at Gal. 4:4-5.  

4:4 But when the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made [born] of a woman, 
made [born] under the law, 4:5 To 
redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons. 

 

There are many things in these two 
great verses about the incarnation of 
the Son and the changes that came 
about because of him. Two purposes 
and changes are stated in verse five, 
while the incarnation itself is described 
in verse four. One of the best ways to 
study these verses is to focus on the 
various verbs used. 

 
Most translations read ‘born’ in verse 
four, but the King James Bible has 
‘made.’ The original term had the core 
meaning of coming into being, and this 
involves more than birth alone. So the 
idea of the baby Jesus being formed or 
made in Mary’s womb is included. (Cf. 
Gal. 1:15 and Lk. 1:42.) 
 

In addition to Gal. 4:4-5, Paul wrote two 
other well-known passages on the in-
carnation, Phil. 2:6-7 and Heb. 2:14-17. 
Mary is not mentioned in either of them, 
however. The main focus in both is on 
the Lord himself. Release from 
bondage because of fear is spoken of 
in Heb. 2:15, but freedom from the law 
is stressed in Galatians.

C (      )   Galatians 4:4 is an important verse on the incarnation.

C-1 (     )  It shows that God the Son always existed (4:4).

C-2 (     )  It is in agreement with God’s promise in Gen. 3:15.

C-3 (     )  It connects the Son and those under the law, through Mary. 

C-4 (     )  It shows that the Son was sent and Jesus was born (Isa. 9:6).

C-5 (     )  It shows that Mary was honored in the early church (Acts 1:14).

C-6 (     )  It shows that the incarnation was as important as the cross (6:14).

D (      )   Galatians 3:26-4:11 is a key passage on (dispensational) change.

D-1 (     )  It shows that being in Christ is far better than being under the law.

D-2 (     )  It shows that (unlike Mary) believers today are not under the law.

D-3 (     )  It shows that the Son came to nullify the law (Mat. 5:17). 

D-4 (     )  It shows that the ten commandments are outdated.

D-5 (     )  It shows that the incarnation enabled redemption.

D-6 (     )  It is about freedom and equality in Christ.

D-7 (     )  It shows that change is good (6:15).



worksheet answers  
 

The Lord must always come first. So Paul 
was, of course, more focused on God than 
he was on Mary. Therefore line A-2 is ei-
ther correct or at least partly correct. Line 
A-4 is also partly correct for the same rea-
son. Mary was obviously relatively unim-
portant compared to God. The incarnation 
was more about what God did than about 
Mary (A-3).  
 

That said, it is also an undeniable fact that 
it was through Mary that Jesus was fully 
human and a Jew who was born under the 
law (C-3). The purposeful way she is un-
named  in Gal. 4:4 (A-1) makes the con-
nection with God’s promise in Gen. 3:15 
more clear (C-2). It also helps show that 
Gal. 4:4-5 is more about the law than 
about Mary (A-5). 
 

The many lines about the law in the B sec-
tion are all correct, except for B-6. Paul re-
peatedly showed that it was not good for 
Gentiles to place themselves under the 
law. Since being in Christ is far better than 
being under the law (D-1), the freedom 
that believers now enjoy because of his in-
carnation (D-5) must not be forsaken. Not 
all changes are good (D-7), but the 
changes that God brings about certainly 
are. 
 

This does not mean that Jesus nullified the 
law, however (D-3). Though the ceremo-
nial law was dropped, the ten command-
ments are not outdated (D-4). Each of 
them—aside from the command to keep 
the seventh-day Sabbath—is repeated in 
the New Testament.

applications

Apply the points which you believe are most important or seem most needful. 

So what? 
 

One of the most important topics in this 
study is the attitude of the early church to-
ward Mary. Her faith and purity are clearly 
seen in the Gospels. Therefore she must 
have been honored as a godly example (C-
5). Yet the fact that she is only mentioned 
once after Acts chapter one (and that 
anonymously) shows that early believers 
did not pray to Mary.  
 

Therefore line C-5 is at best only partly cor-
rect. It also can be considered wrong, since 
Gal. 4:4 is not about honoring Mary. It is 
about the Son redeeming his people from 
under the law because of his incarnation 
and Jewish birth. If the point were to honor 
Mary, she would have been named. (Simi-
larly, line A-6 is tricky, since it can be taken 
more than one way.) 
 

The top negative point in this study (B-6) is 
that it is not good for believers to put them-
selves under the ceremonial law (4:9-10). 
Conversely the top positive point (D-1) is 
that being in Christ is far better than the 
way things were in Old Testament times. 
We now have direct access to God (4:6-7). 
The incarnation, in which Mary played the 
key role on the human side, made redemp-
tion (4:4-5) and a new creation (6:15) pos-
sible.  
 

The Lord’s incarnation and birth are like 
Christmas, and the new freedom and ac-
cess that believers have through his death 
and resurrection are like New Years. 
Things have changed (6:15), but are we as 
zealous for God because of the change as 
we should be (4:18)? 


