
lesser-known women of significance

Dr. Luke’s record 
 

Only Luke mentions the woman with a  
chronic back condition that prevented 
her from standing erect. Perhaps he 
wrote about her as part of his special 
focus on women. But if so why don’t we 
know her name? Many other women in 
Luke, such as Elizabeth in chapter one 
and Anna in chapter two, are named.  
 

Alternatively, maybe the woman was 
included because Dr. Luke, as a 
physcian, took a special interest in her 
hopeless case. He reports that she 
was totally unable to straighten up like 
a normal person (13:11), but he also 
showed that she was able to walk 
(13:12). Mainly, however, Dr. Luke 
stresses the fact that she had been in 
that sad state for 18 years. (See 13:11 
and 13:16.) Thus he describes her con-
dition in as much detail as one might 
expect, given the lack of modern diag-
nostic tools at the time.  
 

Dr. Luke also reports how Jesus 
healed her. Though her state was a 
kind of satanic bondage (13:16), Jesus 
did not cast out an evil spirit when he 
healed her. Rather he simply touched 
her, and she was healed immediately 
(13:13).  
 

As God allowed Satan to afflict Job, so 
too he apparently had been allowed to 
afflict this woman for many years. 
Demon possession was not involved, 
though her inability to stand without 
bending was a kind of bondage. 
Thankfully Jesus set her free and the 
Father was glorified (13:13).

Luke 13:10-17 
 

13:10 And he was teaching in one of the 
synagogues on the sabbath.  
 

13:11 And, behold, there was a woman 
which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen 
years, and was bowed together, and 
could in no wise lift up herself.  
 

13:12 And when Jesus saw her, he called 
her to him, and said unto her, Woman, 
thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 
 

13:13 And he laid his hands on her: and 
immediately she was made straight, and 
glorified God.  

 
13:14 And the ruler of the synagogue an-
swered with indignation, because that 
Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, 
and said unto the people, There are six 
days in which men ought to work: in them 
therefore come and be healed, and not 
on the sabbath day.  

 
13:15 The Lord then answered him, and 
said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one 
of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his 
ass from the stall, and lead him away to 
watering? 
 

13:16 And ought not this woman, being a 
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath 
bound, lo, these eighteen years, be 
loosed from this bond on the sabbath 
day? 

 
13:17 And when he had said these 
things, all his adversaries were ashamed: 
and all the people rejoiced for all the glo-
rious things that were done by him. 
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Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

negatives 
 

It is easy to be negative about the lack 
of specific information about the 
woman’s identity. We know that she 
was Jewish (13:16) and that she had 
a chronic medical condition but little 
else. We do not know how old she 
was or where she was from, though 
most assume that she was probably 
not a young person. 
 
Dr. Luke may have shown more inter-
est in the woman’s condition than in 
the setting of the miracle because his 
Gentile readers were unfamiliar with 
the geographic details of Israel. (No-
tice the lack of such detail in 13:22 as 
well.)  

 
Some may object to the healing of the 
woman (13:16) being compared to the 
freeing and watering of dumb animals 
(13:15). But Jesus was careful to 
show that she was far more valuable 
than a domestic animal, especially as 
a daughter of Abraham. (Notice that 
Jesus spoke of an ox and a donkey 
again in 14:5.) 
 
Though most people today have diffi-
culty relating to oxen and donkeys, 
chronic illness is still common. Like-
wise, though Sabbath controversies 
are mostly a thing of the past, opposi-
tion to and the rejection of Jesus is 
still very common.

A (      )  The woman’s identity is unclear.

A-1 (     )  She is not mentioned in the other Gospels.

A-2 (     )  Luke’s Gentile readers would not have known her. 

A-3 (     )  The woman and the synagogue are unnamed (13:10).

A-4 (     )  We don’t know what she did after she was healed (13:13).

B (      )  The woman’s condition was serious. 

B-1 (     )  Her condition was chronic / had lasted for 18 years.

B-2 (     )  She was like a donkey tied in a stall (13:15-16).

B-3 (     )  She was unable to stand up straight (13:11).

B-4 (     )  She was unable to walk (13:12).

B-5 (     )  She was demon possessed.

C (      )  The woman’s healing caused problems. 

C-1 (     )  She disrupted Jesus’ teaching (13:10-17).

C-2 (     )  The ruler of the synagogue was angry (13:14). 

C-3 (     )  She should have come after the Sabbath (13:14).



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

positives 
 

The woman was healed, and like 
many others in Luke she glorified God 
(13:13, 17:15, 23:47). Moreover, the 
people rejoiced because of all the glo-
rious things that they had seen 
(13:17). This implies that Jesus per-
formed other miracles at that time as 
well. But Dr. Luke keeps us focused 
on this special case. 
 
Healing on the Sabbath would not 
have been a problem if the Jewish 
leaders had correctly understood 
Jesus. (Obviously, he was not just an 
ordinary man.) In addition, his argu-
ments in 13:15-16 and 14:5 silenced 
them (13:17, 14:6). 

 
Of course, it would have been won-
derful if the Jewish rulers had re-
pented and believed in Jesus after 
losing the debates about the Sabbath. 
But sadly they also lost their souls be-
cause they rejected his correction. 
Thankfully, the woman and the multi-
tude, however, responded correctly 
(13:13, 17). 
 
Did the woman become a believer? 
The passage does not say so directly. 
And Jesus sometimes healed people 
who were not believers. (See John 
5:1-16.) The main evidence of her 
faith is what she did (13:13) and what 
Jesus said about her (13:16).

D (      )  The woman’s healing was glorious. 

D-1 (     )  She was healed immediately and glorified God (13:13).

D-2 (     )  The multitude rejoiced in all that Jesus did (13:17).

D-3 (     )  She was set free after 18 years of bondage. 

D-4 (     )  She asked to be healed (13:11-13). 

E (      )  Jesus’ adversaries were put to shame.

E-1 (     )  Jesus’ analogy was powerful and on target (13:15-16). 

E-2 (     )  It would have been heartless to not help this Jewish woman.

E-3 (     )  The adversaries were shown to be hypocrites (13:15-16). 

E-4 (     )  To oppose helping the woman was to side with Satan. 

E-5 (     )  The ruler of the synagogue quickly apologized.

F (      )  The woman’s faith is implied. 

F-1 (     )  She was Jewish (13:16). 

F-2 (     )  She was thankful (13:13, 17:18).

F-3 (     )  She was like Zacchaeus (13:16, 19:9). 



worksheet answers  
 

There are more incorrect statements on 
the worksheets in this study than in 
many others.  
 

The woman did not ask to be healed 
(D-4). Nor was she demon pos-
sessed (B-5) or unable to walk (B-4). 
And only the ruler of the synagogue 
(and other cold-hearted leaders like 
him) thought that she should have 
been healed some other day (C-3). 
Though the ruler was silenced by 
Jesus’ logic, he did not repent or 
apologize (E-5). And, rather than dis-
rupting Jesus’ teaching, the woman 
gave the Lord an opportunity to ex-
pose the false teaching of the Jewish 
leaders (C-1). The unnamed man 
with dropsy (kidney disease per-
haps) did the same in the next chap-
ter. (See 14:1-6.)  

 

A few other statements could be marked 
as incorrect or partly correct.  
 

The woman’s healing seemed to 
cause trouble (C), but it was really 
the unbelief of the synagogue ruler 
that was the problem. We also know 
that the woman praised God after 
being healed (13:13), though we do 
not know what else she did (A-4). Fi-
nally, she was like Zacchaeus in 
some ways but unlike him in others 
(F-3). Both were refered to as chil-
dren of Abraham, but he was known 
as a great sinner before meeting 
Jesus and she was not. 

So what? 
 

It was obviously right to sympathize 
with the woman and appreciate 
Jesus’ goodness and greatness. 
Most of those who saw the miracle 
did so (13:17). Unlike the ruler of the 
synagogue, the ordinary people re-
joiced in the Lord, and so should we.  
 

Jesus’ many miracles showed that he 
is the Messiah, the Anointed One 
(4:17-21). And in line with this, Luke’s 
Gospel is filled with joy from the be-
ginning (1:14) to the end (24:52-53). 
Those who disbelieved were angry 
and critical (13:14, 15:28, 19:7), but 
those who understood the miracles 
repented, rejoiced, and glorified God.  
(See 13:13, 17, 15:7, 9, 32, 17:15-16, 
18:42, and 19:6.)  
 

The passage which preceeds the 
healing of the woman is about the 
need for everyone to repent (13:1-9). 
The ruler of the synagogue was no 
exception. Sadly, he and many oth-
ers were unwilling to change their 
minds about Jesus and the Sabbath. 
Because of this, judgment was about 
to come upon them (13:9, 34-35).  
 

The woman, however, was a godly 
Jewess (13:13, 16), and Jesus was 
able to demonstrate God’s care for 
her. The 18 years of bondage made 
her joy and testimony all the greater. 

applications

Apply the points which you believe are most important or seem most needful. 


