
lesser-known women of significance

Mat. 15:21-28 
 

15:21 Then Jesus went thence, and de-
parted into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. 
15:22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan 
came out of the same coasts, and cried 
unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O 
Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is 
grievously vexed with a devil.  
 

15:23 But he answered her not a word. 
And his disciples came and besought him, 
saying, Send her away; for she crieth after 
us. 15:24 But he answered and said, I am 
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. 15:25 Then came she and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.  
 

15:26 But he answered and said, It is not 
meet to take the children’s bread, and to 
cast it to dogs. 15:27 And she said, Truth, 
Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from their masters’ table. 15:28 Then 
Jesus answered and said unto her, O 
woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt. And her daughter was 
made whole from that very hour. 

Mark 7:24-30 
 

7:24 And from thence he arose, and 
went into the borders of Tyre and 
Sidon, and entered into an house, and 
would have no man know it: but he 
could not be hid. 7:25 For a certain 
woman, whose young daughter had 
an unclean spirit, heard of him, and 
came and fell at his feet: 7:26 The 
woman was a Greek, a Syropheni-
cian by nation; and she besought him 
that he would cast forth the devil out of 
her daughter.  
 

7:27 But Jesus said unto her, Let the 
children first be filled: for it is not meet 
to take the children’s bread, and to 
cast it unto the dogs. 7:28 And she an-
swered and said unto him, Yes, Lord: 
yet the dogs under the table eat of the 
children’s crumbs. 7:29 And he said 
unto her, For this saying go thy way; 
the devil is gone out of thy daughter. 
7:30 And when she was come to her 
house, she found the devil gone out, 
and her daughter laid upon the bed. 

A little-known Gentile woman? 
 

The story of the Canaanite woman is in two 
Gospels, rather than in just one. Moreover, 
she is sometimes contrasted with Cornelius 
in Acts chapter ten to illustrate the great 
changes that came with the church age. 
(Gentiles were far from equal with Jews be-
fore the cross and the resurrection.) So with 
all this attention, is she really little known? 
Today, she is talked about often enough, but 
at the time she was just an unnamed out-
sider.

Why was she omitted by Luke? 
 

Aside from reading about the Canaanite 
woman in Matthew and Mark, it is possi-
ble that Luke never heard of her. This 
could be a reason why she is not men-
tioned in his Gospel. Another possible 
reason is because Luke contains a dif-
ferent positive story about a non-Jew, 
the Good Samaritan. The main reason, 
however, is likely because Luke pictured 
Jesus traveling toward Jerusalem. So 
the side trip to Phoenicia was omitted.

14



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

negatives 
 

Naturally the accounts in Matthew and 
Mark are not identical. Some differences 
are easy to see, but how different are 
the two reports? It is the same woman, 
the same daughter, the same miracle, 
and the same place. There are no con-
tradictions, of course. So are the differ-
ences important? It is good to think 
about the reasons for them.   
 

In general, the Lord’s power and mira-
cles are stressed more in Mark than in 
Matthew, and Jesus’ teaching and au-
thority are stressed more in Matthew 
than in Mark. Moreover Matthew’s 
Gospel is more focused on the Jews 
than Mark’s Gospel. These general dif-
ferences account for many of the small 
differences in detail mentioned below. 

 
Distance is important, but the Canaanite 
woman was separated from Israel by 
more than miles. As a Gentile, she was 
a stranger from the covenants of prom-
ise and far from God, to echo the words 
of Paul. This spiritual distance is clearly 
seen in her interaction with Jesus. The 
blood of Christ had not yet been shed. 
(See Eph. 2:11-13.)  
 

Cool receptions are unpleasant, and the 
Canaanite woman was not well received 
at first. It is not surprising perhaps that 
the disciples treated her coolly, but even 
the Lord did not answer her initially (Mat. 
15:23). This was because Jesus had not 
yet died and the church age had not yet 
begun. The woman would not have un-
derstood all that at the time, however.

A (      )   The accounts in Matthew and Mark are very different. 

A-1 (     )  Only Mark mentions houses (Mk. 7:24, 30). 

A-2 (     )  Only Mark said that Jesus could not be hidden (Mk. 7:24).

A-3 (     )  Only Matthew reports the disciples’ negative words (Mat. 15:23).

A-4 (     )  Only Mark shows that there was demonic activity (Mat. 15:22, 28).

A-5 (     )  Only Matthew shows that Jesus ignored the woman at first (15:23).

A-6 (     )  The story is longer and much more detailed in Matthew’s Gospel.

B (      )   The woman was poorly connected.

B-1 (     )  She lived far from Jerusalem.

B-2 (     )  Jesus said that she was a dog (15:26).

B-3 (     )  She acknowledged that she was unworthy (15:27).

B-4 (     )  She was not introduced by someone (Mk. 7:25, Lk. 7:3).

B-5 (     )  Jesus said that his ministry to the Jews came first (15:24).

B-6 (     )  Her access to society was probably hindered by her daughter.



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

positives 
 

Given the great cultural and spiritual gap 
that existed between the Canaanites 
and the Jews, it would have been natu-
ral for the woman to be hostile toward 
the Jews and Jesus, but she was not. 
Her need and faith in the Son of David 
changed everything. She came seeking 
help, knowing that she and her daughter 
were unworthy.  
 

Some of the lines below compare the 
Canaanite woman with some better-
known Bible characters. Perhaps the 
biggest contrast is with Naaman. The 
great Syrian general displayed a lot of 
pride (2 Kgs. 5:12), but this humble Gen-
tile woman showed no nationalistic pride 
at all. That is probably one reason why 
Jesus said that her faith was great.  

  
The Canaanite woman had suffered 
greatly for years because of her daugh-
ter. So she could have become angry at 
God because of her daughter’s condi-
tion, but she instead humbly sought the 
Lord’s help. Obviously, God had worked 
in her heart even before she met the 
Messiah. Otherwise she would not have 
spoken and acted as she did. 
 

People who are truly humble are that 
way because the Lord has humbled 
them. This is the main thing that should 
be said about biblical humility. Yet, there 
is another side to it as well. People can 
refuse to cooperate with the Lord in the 
humbling process. Therefore Peter com-
manded his readers to humble them-
selves under God’s hand (1 Pet. 5:6). 

C (      )   The woman spoke humbly and wisely.

C-1 (     )  She wisely agreed with Jesus (15:26-27).

C-2 (     )  She addressed Jesus as the Messiah (15:22).

C-3 (     )  She invited Jesus to her house (Mk. 7:30, John 4:47). 

C-4 (     )  Her request was small compared to Jesus’ power (15:27-28).

C-5 (     )  She did not question Jesus like the Samaritan woman (John 4:12, 19).

C-6 (     )  Being humble and having great faith go together (15:27-28, 2 Kgs. 5:12).

D (      )   Jesus was merciful to the woman and her daughter. 

D-1 (     )  He went to the Tyre and Sidon region in order to help them.

D-2 (     )  He was merciful to her even though she was a Gentile (15:22, 24).

D-3 (     )  He did not perform many other miracles near Tyre (Mat. 11:21).

D-4 (     )  He did not just use her to make a theological point (15:26-27).

D-5 (     )  He gave her an opportunity to respond properly (15:26-27).

D-6 (     )  He was merciful to her because of her answer (15:26-28).



worksheet answers  
 

In her humility, the woman did not ask 
Jesus to come to her house (C-3). Only 
Mark mentions houses (A-1) and it being 
impossible for Jesus to hide (A-2). De-
monic activity is mentioned in both 
Gospels (A-4). Matthew’s account is 
slightly longer, but details are found in 
both (A-6). The accounts are somewhat 
different, but they are also a lot alike (A). 
 

Jesus did not go to Phoenicia just to 
make a negative point about Gentiles (D-
4). If that were his purpose, he would not 
have given the woman an opportunity to 
answer nor have helped her daughter. 
One purpose of his side trip was to help 
the woman (D-1). Her home area was  
fairly close to Galilee, even though it was 
distant from Jerusalem (B-1).  
 

The Canaanite woman was not fully ac-
cepted like Cornelius was a few years 
later (Acts 10:34-48), but Jesus did not 
call her a dog (B-2). He mentioned little 
dogs in his illustration to encourage her  
to respond humbly and wisely (D-5), 
which she did (C). She accepted his 
point (C-1), but expanded his illustration 
to say that her request was only a small 
one (C-4).  
 

The woman’s request for help was per-
sonal prayer since she came to Jesus 
alone. Though she had to ask more than 
once, her request was granted. There 
was nobody to introduce her to Jesus (B-
4), since she had no direct connection 
with Israel (B). Also she was probably 
largely cut off from her own people be-
cause of her daughter’s condition (B-6). 

So what? 
 

The most important points are those 
about the Lord’s mercy and the woman’s 
faith. He was merciful to her even though 
she was a Gentile (D-2) who lived in a 
pagan place (B-1). Her response to his lit-
tle-dogs illustration was a factor too, how-
ever. Jesus clearly said that he was 
merciful to her because of her humble re-
sponse and faith (D-6, C-6). 
 

The most important thing the woman said 
to the Lord was her humble, faith-based 
answer to his illustration. Rather than 
being offended by his little-dogs analogy, 
she welcomed it. God enabled her re-
sponse, but her answer was still her own. 
We must understand her answer in order 
to approach God humbly and wisely as 
she did (C). 

 

Essentially the Canaanite woman said 
two things. First, she acknowledged that 
the Lord was doing great things else-
where. Second, she asked the Lord to 
neverthelesss give her a tiny, crumb-like 
blessing as well. The woman’s need was 
great on a personal level, but she did not 
speak about it that way. Had she done so, 
she would have been rejecting the Lord’s 
point about his greater work in Israel.  
 

Today, the situation is different because  
God’s work is world-wide. Yet, it is still im-
portant for us to acknowledge that God is 
doing great things in other places, as we 
humbly ask him to bless his work locally. 
Pride becomes a big problem in homes, 
churches, and everywhere the main focus 
is on local or personal matters rather than 
on the Lord. Jesus is great! We are not. 

applications

Apply the points which you believe are most important or seem most needful. 


