
lesser-known women of significance

2 Kings 11:1-4  
 

11:1 And when Athaliah 
the mother of Ahaziah 
saw that her son was 
dead, she arose and de-
stroyed all the seed royal. 
11:2 But Jehosheba, the 
daughter of king Joram, 
sister of Ahaziah, took 
Joash the son of Ahaziah, 
and stole him from among 
the king’s sons which 
were slain; and they hid 
him, even him and his 
nurse, in the bedchamber 
from Athaliah, so that he 
was not slain. 11:3 And he 
was with her hid in the 
house of the LORD six 
years. And Athaliah did 
reign over the land.  
 

11:4 And the seventh year 
Jehoiada sent and 
fetched the rulers over 
hundreds, with the cap-
tains and the guard, and 
brought them to him into 
the house of the LORD, 
and made a covenant 
with them, and took an 
oath of them in the house 
of the LORD, and shewed 
them the king’s son. 

2 Chr. 22:10-23:3 
 

22:10 But when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw 
that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the 
seed royal of the house of Judah. 22:11 But Je-
hoshabeath, the daughter of the king, took Joash the 
son of Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king’s 
sons that were slain, and put him and his nurse in a 
bedchamber. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of king 
Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest, (for she was 
the sister of Ahaziah,) hid him from Athaliah, so that she 
slew him not. 22:12 And he was with them hid in the 
house of God six years: and Athaliah reigned over the 
land.  
 
23:1 And in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened 
himself, and took the captains of hundreds, Azariah the 
son of Jeroham, and Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, 
and Azariah the son of Obed, and Maaseiah the son of 
Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of Zichri, into covenant 
with him. 23:2 And they went about in Judah, and gath-
ered the Levites out of all the cities of Judah, and the 
chief of the fathers of Israel, and they came to 
Jerusalem. 23:3 And all the congregation made a 
covenant with the king in the house of God. And he said 
unto them, Behold, the king’s son shall reign, as the 
LORD hath said of the sons of David.  
 

2 Chr. 23:21-24:1 
 

23:21 And all the people of the land rejoiced: and the 
city was quiet, after that they had slain Athaliah with the 
sword. 24:1 Joash was seven years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned forty years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name also was Zibiah of Beer-
sheba. 
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many princes killed 
 

Athaliah, the daughter of 
Jezebel who had married 
the king of Judah, tried to kill 
all the heirs to the throne so 
that she could reign as the 
queen of Judah. 

one little prince saved 
 

Jehosheba, a daughter of a former king and the wife of the 
high priest, however, was able to save one prince who was 
less than a year old. For six years she oversaw the care of 
Joash in the temple, and in his seventh year he became king. 
Jehosheba did this despite being either a daughter or a step-
daughter of wicked Athaliah.



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

negatives 
 

Some names, often short ones, are 
easy to remember, while longer 
names are usually much less so. 
Sadly for Jehosheba, her Hebrew 
name is difficult for us and does not 
appear in the Bible very often.  
 
Moreover, very little is revealed 
about what Jehosheba did during 
the six years that the prince was 
hidden. She may have been in 
charge of his education, but it does 
not directly say so. Far more is writ-
ten about what happened on the 
day that Joash was revealed. 

 
Moreover there is good reason to 
question the lasting value of the 
training that Jehoiada and Je-
hosheba provided during Joash’s 
years of hiding in the temple and 
the guidance that they undoubtedly 
continued to provide after he be-
came king at the tender age of  
seven. Although he was a good 
king for nearly 40 years while Je-
hoiada was near, Joash quickly 
went bad after the high priest died 
(2 Chr. 24:15-22). Joash even mur-
dered Jehoiada’s son, who was a 
prophet of the Lord. 

A (      )  Jehosheba lived in obscurity.

A-1 (     )  Nothing that she said is reported.  

A-2 (     )  She is only mentioned in two chapters.

A-3 (     )  She is not mentioned as much as her husband.

A-4 (     )  Nothing is said about her after Joash left the temple.

A-5 (     )  She is never mentioned in a public setting (2 Kings 11:2-4).

A-6 (     )  Athaliah was far more popular (2 Chr. 23:21, 2 Kings 11:20). 

B (      )  Jehosheba lived dangerously. 

B-1 (     )  Rescuing and hiding Joash was dangerous.

B-2 (     )  Jehosheba was not afraid of Athaliah (2 Chr. 22:12).

B-3 (     )  Athaliah was willing to kill members of her own family.

B-4 (     )  Jehosheba was a traitor (2 Kgs. 11:14, 2 Chr. 23:11-12).

B-5 (     )  It was dangerous for a priest to be political (1 Sam. 16:2).

B-6 (     )  It was improper to hide Joash (a non-Levite) in the temple.



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

positives 
 

The Lord placed Jehosheba in a 
special position, as both a royal 
princess and as the high priest’s 
wife. This was unusual, for the 
priests often married within the tribe 
of Levi. (Zacharias and Elizabeth are 
an example of this.) Jehosheba is 
the only stated example in the Bible 
of a king’s daughter marrying a 
priest who became the high priest. 
Thus she had special access to the 
members of the royal family as well 
as to the temple. Probably this was 
so that she could have the special 
ministry that she had. 

 
Jehosheba was the opposite in char-
acter of Athaliah who was her 
mother or step-mother. (Scholars 
are dividided about the exact rela-
tionship.) Whereas the daughter of 
Jezebel selfishly tried to kill all the 
potential heirs to the throne of David, 
Jehosheba unselfishly saved the life 
of Joash. For six years, Athaliah 
seems to succeed, but in the end Je-
hosheba’s husband was used of the 
Lord to replace and kill the wicked 
usurper.    
(Caution: there are more incorrect lines 
below than on most workseets.) 

C (      )  Jehosheba had a special position. 

C-1 (     )  As a king’s daughter, she had special access to the royal family.

C-2 (     )  As the wife of the high priest, she had full access to all the temple.

C-3 (     )  She is mentioned before her husband in 2 Kings 11:2-4.

C-4 (     )  She took the lead in rescuing Joash (2 Chr. 22:11). 

C-5 (     )  Athaliah probably trusted her (2 Chr. 23:11-12). 

C-6 (     )  She commanded the Levites in 2 Chr. 23:8-11.

D (      )  Jehosheba showed special interest in preserving David’s line.

D-1 (     )  Her motives are all clearly stated in 2 Chr. 22:11.

D-2 (     )  She probably knew about the Davidic covenant (2 Chr. 23:3). 

D-3 (     )  Her husband made Joash king in line with the Davidic covenant.

D-4 (     )  She nursed Joash after his mother was killed (2 Chr. 22:11, 24:1).

D-5 (     )  2 Chr. 23:21 shows that many thought Joash was the Messiah.

D-6 (     )  Jehosheba and Joash are both mentioned in Matthew 1:8. 



worksheet answers  
 

Though we do not know what Je-
hosheba said (A-1), we do know what 
she did. Moreover, as a former king’s 
daughter and the wife of the high 
priest she probably had a public life 
even though we know little about it (A-
5). So it is either incorrect or only partly 
correct to say that she lived in obscu-
rity (A).  
 

Partly correct lines are often the most 
interesting, and it is only partly true to 
say that Jehosheba was not afraid of 
Athaliah (B-2). She overcame her fear 
in order to save Joash. It is also at 
least partly correct to say that 
Jerosheba was a traitor (B-4). Athaliah 
probably trusted her daughter / step-
daughter (C-5) and was surprised 
when the younger woman and her 
husband betrayed her in order to re-
main loyal to the Lord. As for hiding 
young Joash (a non-Levite) in the tem-
ple, that too was improper in a way, 
but still ultimately the right thing to do 
(B-6).  
 

We probably do not know every rea-
son why Jehosheba protected Joash 
(D-1), but preserving the messianic 
line was the most important one (2 
Chr. 23:3). Lines A-6, C-2, C-6, D-4, D-
5, and D-6 are also false. 

applications

Apply the points which you believe are most important or seem most needful. 

So what? 
 

Jehosheba and her husband faced 
three moral dilemmas as they saved 
baby Joash from certain death at the 
hands of wicked Athaliah. Normally it 
is right and wise to: 

1.) be loyal to those in authority, 
2.) obey biblical rules, and  
3.) avoid dangerous situations, 

but they decided to do otherwise. 
 

The reason they did so was because 
the situation that they faced was any-
thing but normal. First, Athaliah had 
come to power by trying to murder all 
the rightful heirs to the throne. Second, 
the rule which barred everyone other 
than the Levites from inner chambers 
of the temple may not have applied to 
the “bedchamber” (2 Chr. 22:11) 
where Joash was kept. And even if the 
room was in a Levite-only area, to not 
protect the innocent life of Joash 
would have been a greater transgres-
sion. Interestingly, this probable prob-
lem is not even mentioned in the 
passages.  
 

Finally, third, one of the main points of 
the story is that those that serve the 
Lord should be willing to face danger 
like Jehosheba and Jehoiada did. God 
protected them and the messianic line 
as they did so. 


