
lesser-known women of significance

2 Sam. 20:14-15 
 

20:14 And he [Sheba] went through all 
the tribes of Israel unto Abel, and to 
Bethmaachah, and all the Berites: and 
they were gathered together, and went 
also after him. 20:15 And they came 
and besieged him in Abel of Beth-
maachah, and they cast up a bank 
against the city, and it stood in the 
trench: and all the people that were with 
Joab battered the wall, to throw it down.  

2 Sam. 20:16-22 
 

20:16 Then cried a wise woman out of 
the city, Hear, hear; say, I pray you, unto 
Joab, Come near hither, that I may 
speak with thee.  
 

20:17 And when he was come near 
unto her, the woman said, Art thou 
Joab? And he answered, I am he. Then 
she said unto him, Hear the words of 
thine handmaid. And he answered, I do 
hear. 20:18 Then she spake, saying, 
They were wont to speak in old time, 
saying, They shall surely ask counsel at 
Abel: and so they ended the matter. 
20:19 I am one of them that are peace-
able and faithful in Israel: thou seekest 
to destroy a city and a mother in Israel: 
why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance 
of the LORD? 20:20 And Joab an-
swered and said, Far be it, far be it from 
me, that I should swallow up or destroy. 
20:21 The matter is not so: but a man of 
mount Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri 
by name, hath lifted up his hand against 
the king, even against David: deliver 
him only, and I will depart from the city. 
And the woman said unto Joab, Be-
hold, his head shall be thrown to thee 
over the wall.  
 

20:22 Then the woman went unto all 
the people in her wisdom. And they cut 
off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, 
and cast it out to Joab. And he blew a 
trumpet, and they retired from the city, 
every man to his tent. And Joab re-
turned to Jerusalem unto the king. 
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wisdom for peace 
 

Abel was a city on the far northern border 
of Israel. Because of its location, it was 
prone to attack. (See 1 Kgs. 15:20 and 2 
Kgs. 15:29.) Probably that is one of the 
reasons why it also became known as a 
place where wisdom could be found to 
help peacefully settle disputes (2 Sam. 
20:18). The wise woman in this study dis-
played this kind of wisdom.  
 

When Sheba’s rebellion against David 
failed and he fled to Abel, it may have ap-
peared to Joab, that the city had sided 
with Sheba. Since Abel was far from 
Jerusalem, its loyalty to David was easily 
questioned. So Joab quickly threw up 
siege walls against the city and began to 
batter down the city walls (20:15). At this 
critical point, a wise woman came for-
ward, and thanks to her quick action and 
wisdom, Sheba was executed, but the 
city was spared (20:22).  
 

The importance of good communication 
and trust building is stressed in the con-
clusion of this study. 



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

negatives 
 

The fact that there was a happy end-
ing for everyone except Sheba does 
not mean that everything in 2 Sam. 
20:14-22 was good. Thankfully, the 
siege seems to have ended fairly 
quickly, but it would have been better 
if Abel had never been attacked.  
 

The city walls may have suffered 
some damage, and a severed-head 
being thrown over the wall must have 
been a gorry sight. Archaeological 
studies of the city indicate that it may 
have been built on two small hills. So 
it is easy to picture a bloody head 
rolling down a hill toward Joab and his 
army.  

 
Though the description of Sheba’s 
end in 20:22 may not be quite as gorry 
as that of Amasa wallowing in his 
blood in the middle of the highway in 
20:12, it is still unpleasant reading. So 
one wonders how the wise woman 
could speak of it so easily (20:21).  
 

The details regarding the sequence of 
events in the story are somewhat un-
clear. Yet they may also be important. 
The wise woman apparently did not 
speak to Joab immediately. Perhaps 
that was simply because she was not 
one of the guards at the gate or an or-
dinary soldier upon the wall who saw 
Joab’s army approach. 

A (      )  The city of Abel was a dubious place.

A-1 (     )  Sheba may have felt safe in Abel.

A-2 (     )  It was much closer to Tyre than to Jerusalem. 

A-3 (     )  There probably were some Gentiles living in Abel. 

A-4 (     )  The wise woman needed to declare her loyalty (20:19).

A-5 (     )  The nature of the city needed to be explained (20:18-19). 

A-6 (     )  Joab probably did not fully trust the woman at first (20:16-19).

B (      )  The wise woman did not act immediately.

B-1 (     )  The siege walls went up first (20:15).

B-2 (     )  The city walls were attacked before she spoke. 

B-3 (     )  It probably cost a lot to repair the city walls later.

B-4 (     )  She probably was too afraid to speak to Joab at first. 

B-5 (     )  She may not have known about Sheba at first (20:19-21). 

B-6 (     )  She had to rally the people before promising anything (20:21-22). 



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

positives 
 

Many people who are known for their 
wisdom work as advisors. Hushai and 
Ahithophel were two such (2 Sam. 
17:15). The wise woman, however, 
was also a good public speaker. She 
spoke to Joab from the top of the city 
wall rather than across a table in a 
small conference room. Her voice ap-
parently carried well.  
 

Yet, that was not the end of her speak-
ing. She also had to address and con-
vince the people of her own city about 
what to do with Sheba (20:22). 
Though it is not directly mentioned in 
the passage, verse 22 implies that 
there was some opposition.  

 
It was good that Sheba was killed and 
his rebellion ended. That was the re-
sult that Joab sought, but the wise 
woman was concerned about her city 
and those in it more than David’s gen-
eral seemed to be. He was wise to lis-
ten to her, since he had wrongly 
begun to besiege the city without giv-
ing it a chance to surrender.  
 

The wise woman’s challenge to Joab 
in 20:19 was in agreement with a prin-
ciple regarding sieges laid down much 
earlier (Deut. 20:10). If even a foreign 
city was to be given a chance to sur-
render, should not an offer be made to 
a city in Israel as well?

C (      )  The wise woman spoke wisely. 

C-1 (     )  She did not remain silent. 

C-2 (     )  She spoke about the Lord (20:19). 

C-3 (     )  She carefully quoted Deut. 20:10 to Joab.

C-4 (     )  She spoke against all fighting and killing (20:21).

C-5 (     )  She spoke wisely to the people of her own city (20:22).

C-6 (     )  She said the right things at the right time in the right way.

D (      )  God used the wise woman to change the situation.

D-1 (     )  The siege was stopped.  

D-2 (     )  Joab admitted his error (20:20-21). 

D-3 (     )  She was like Abigail in 1 Sam. 25:14-35.

D-4 (     )  The city rewarded her for her good work (20:22).

D-5 (     )  The wise man in Ecc. 9:13-18 may have spoken like her.

D-6 (     )  Her wise actions and words blessed her own house (Pro. 14:1).



worksheet answers  
 

To save her city, the wise woman of Abel 
had to do five things. First, she needed 
to establish communications with Joab 
and ask him why he was attacking the 
city. She may not have know about 
Sheba at first (B-5). Though there was 
some delay (B, B-1, B-2), the wise 
woman was probably not afraid of Joab 
(B-4). Nor did she deliberately delay 
speaking to him (C-1). She was an influ-
ential woman. (Line B-6 is incorrect.) 
 

Second, the wise woman had to build 
trust between her and Joab. Rebellion 
had been rampant in Israel for some 
time. So Joab likely did not fully trust her 
or her city (A-6). He needed to hear her 
declaration of loyalty (A-4) as well as 
some positive points about the city itself 
(A-5). (All of the A lines are correct.)  
 

Third, the wise woman had to convince 
Joab that his siege was wrong. Peace 
needed to be given a chance. She did 
not quote Deut. 20:10 in doing this (C-3), 
but she made use of the principle 
therein. Though Joab did not directly 
admit his error (D-2), he accepted her 
point and stopped the siege (D-1).  
 

Fourth, an agreement was reached on a 
just plan of action, to execute Sheba but 
spare the city. Notice, that though most 
lives were saved, the woman and Joab 
did not agree that all fighting and killing 
are wrong (C-4, Rom. 13:4).  
 

Fifth, the just plan was quickly carried 
out, and peace was restored (20:22). (As 
far as we know, line D-4 is incorrect.)

So what? 
 

Establishing good communications,   
building trust, and agreeing to and carry-
ing out just, biblical plans are as neces-
sary for peace in families as they were 
for the city of Abel. Every wise women 
must build her house (Pro. 14:1) by fol-
lowing the principles of peace found in 2 
Sam. 20:16-22. Conflicts exist in homes 
today as surely as they did in Israel at 
that time. The important thing is to seek 
peace in the biblical way. 
 

The poor wise man in Ecc. 9:13-18 also 
may have spared his city by following the 
same steps that the woman used (D-5). 
These steps are more clearly seen in the 
case of Abigail, however (1 Sam. 25:14-
35). The wise woman of Abel and Abigail 
were both clearly involved in peace talks, 
and their stories are much alike (D-3).  
 

The wise woman’s family is not men-
tioned in our passage, however, since 
the main focus in Samuel is on David 
and his kingdom. Nevertheless, her fam-
ily (if she had one) would have been 
spared and blessed along with the rest 
of the city (D-6). Usually that which goes 
around also comes around.  
 

Closeness is vital in marriage because 
misunderstandings develop easily, and 
when they do, shouting from a distant 
wall is not a good approach. Long-term 
trust must be built up through visible 
demonstrations of loyalty and love, and 
to prevent open war from developing, 
confession and forgiveness must always 
quickly be given a chance (Eph. 4:26).

applications

Apply the points which you believe are most important or seem most needful. 


