
lesser-known women of significance

the unnamed wife of Noah 
 

Noah’s wife is mentioned five times in the 
early chapters of Genesis (6:18, 7:7, 13, 
8:16, 18), and her three sons are men-
tioned often as well, starting in 6:10. Thus 
Mrs. Noah was the most important 
woman between Eve in chapters three 
and Sarah in chapter 12. Indeed, in a 
way, she was a second Eve since every 
living person on earth today is one of her 
descendants. Even so, Noah’s wife is left 
unnamed while some lesser women are 
named (4:19-24). I wonder why. Perhaps 
she also was in view when Noah is men-
tioned in 6:8.

Genesis 6:7-22 
 

6:7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man 
whom I have created from the face of the 
earth; both man, and beast, and the creep-
ing thing, and the fowls of the air; for it re-
penteth me that I have made them. 6:8 But 
Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 
6:9 These are the generations of Noah: 
Noah was a just man and perfect in his gen-
erations, and Noah walked with God. 6:10 
And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. . . .  6:13 And God said unto 
Noah, The end of all flesh is come before 
me; for the earth is filled with violence 
through them; and, behold, I will destroy 
them with the earth. 6:14 Make thee an ark 
of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in 
the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without 
with pitch. 6:15 And this is the fashion which 
thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark 
shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of 
it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. 
. . . 6:17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a 
flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all 
flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from 
under heaven; and every thing that is in the 
earth shall die. 6:18 But with thee will I es-
tablish my covenant; and thou shalt come 
into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy 
wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. 6:19 
And of every living thing of all flesh, two of 
every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to 
keep them alive with thee; they shall be male 
and female. 6:20 Of fowls after their kind, 
and of cattle after their kind, of every creep-
ing thing of the earth after his kind, two of 
every sort shall come unto thee, to keep 
them alive. 6:21 And take thou unto thee of 
all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather 
it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, 
and for them. 6:22 Thus did Noah; according 
to all that God commanded him, so did he.  
 

Genesis 7:13-14 
 

7:13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and 
Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of 
Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three wives 
of his sons with them, into the ark; 7:14 
They, and every beast after his kind, . . . 

Genesis 9:20-24 
 

9:20 Noah began to be a man of the soil, 
and he planted a vineyard. 9:21 He drank of 
the wine and became drunk and lay uncov-
ered in his tent. 9:22 And Ham, the father of 
Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father 
and told his two brothers outside. 9:23 Then 
Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on 
both their shoulders, and walked backward 
and covered the nakedness of their father. 
Their faces were turned backward, and they 
did not see their father’s nakedness. 9:24 
When Noah awoke from his wine and knew 
what his youngest son had done to him, . . .  
 

Heb. 11:7 
 

11:7 By faith Noah, being warned of God 
of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, 
prepared an ark to the saving of his 
house; by the which he condemned the 
world, and became heir of the righteous-
ness which is by faith.  
 

1 Pet. 3:20 
 

3:20 Which sometime were disobedient, 
when once the longsuffering of God 
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was a preparing, wherein few, that is, 
eight souls were saved by water. 
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Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

negatives 
 

It is easy to be critical of people who 
are well known. Thus, though Noah is 
famous for building the ark, he is also 
somewhat known for making wine and 
getting drunk (at least once) after the 
flood. (See  9:20-27.)  
 

Conversely, it is difficult to find anything 
negative to say about a person like 
Noah’s wife who is little known. What 
did she do wrong? Nothing along that 
line is reported in Genesis or else-
where. So rather than focusing on her 
sins of commission we are forced to 
focus what she did not do.  

 
The gist of most of the lines below is 
that Noah’s wife was not very important 
because very little is written about her. 
We do not know where she came from 
(section A) and, for the most part, we 
do not know what she did (section B).  
 

Perhaps the most specific and possibly 
on-target criticism of Noah’s wife is that 
she did not help Noah after the flood 
(9:20-21, A-3, B-7.) Far less clear is the 
speculation of some ancient Jewish 
scholars that Noah’s wife was Naamah 
(4:22), a descendant of Cain. 

A (      )  We do not know much about Noah’s wife identity.

A-1 (     )  Her name is not recorded (4:22, 6:18).

A-2 (     )  Her sons are named in 6:10 before she appears in 6:18.

A-3 (     )  She is never mentioned after the flood (8:15-18, 9:20-21).

A-4 (     )  More is written about the animals than about her (7:13-16, 8:15-19).

B (      )  We do not know much about what Noah’s wife did.

B-1 (     )  Compared to Noah, she probably did not do much of the building.

B-2 (     )  Probably she is not mentioned much because she did not do much.

B-3 (     )  The main focus in chapter six is on how God felt and what He did.

B-4 (     )  She probably did not have other children after the flood (9:1).

B-5 (     )  She probably was not a good witness; her relatives all died.

B-6 (     )  We do not know what she did on the ark during the flood.

B-7 (     )  She did not help Noah when he was drunk (9:20-21).

B-8 (     )  Noah’s wife was only a helper (2:18-24).



Mark the points below as correct (C), incorrect (X), or partly correct (▲). 

positives 
 

Most of the negative points on the pre-
vious page are based on the erroneous 
assumption that it is always good to be 
famous and powerful. Not so! Rather, it 
is good to be part of a team that serves 
God whether one is famous or not.   
 

The flood chapters show how God 
called, equipped, and protected a spe-
cial team to preserve a remnant and re-
plenish the earth after the flood. That 
team was Noah’s family. Admittedly we 
know almost nothing about Noah’s wife 
as an individual, but we know her well 
enough through her family.  

 
In Genesis 6:8-9, Noah is described as 
a righteous man who walked with God. 
Then in 6:22 and 7:5 we are told that 
he was obedient and diligent, doing all 
that God commanded him. In the New 
Testament, he is further described as a 
man of faith (Heb. 11:7) and as a 
preacher of righteousness (2 Pet. 2:5). 
Could he have done all these good 
things if his wife were a worldly unbe-
liever? Probably not. Noah and his wife 
are also known by how they differed 
from other couples around them. Most 
of lines in the C section are about this. 

C (      )  We know enough about Noah’s wife.

C-1 (     )  We know that she was Noah’s only wife (7:13, 2 Pet. 2:5).

C-2 (     )  She was probably not demon possessed (6:1-4, 2 Pet. 2:4-5).

C-3 (     )  We know that her three sons all turned out well (6:4, 9:20-27). 

C-4 (     )  If we knew more about her it might distract from the flood story.

D (      )  We know about Noah’s wife through Noah and their children.

D-1 (     )  Noah was probably called before he got married (6:8-9, 1 Tim. 3:2). 

D-2 (     )  All eight people on the ark were believers (Heb. 11:7, 1 Pet. 3:20).

D-3 (     )  Righteous Noah would not have married an evil woman (6:8-9).

D-4 (     )  Noah finished the ark; so she must have been supportive. 

D-5 (     )  She was included with Noah in Gen. 6:8 and Heb. 11:7.

D-6 (     )  Her three sons were not nephilim / giants (6:1-4).

D-7 (     )  Like Eve (2:18), Noah’s wife was a fitting helper.

D-8 (     ) Everyone is a descendent of Noah’s wife. 



worksheet answers  
 

Most criticism leveled at Noah’s wife is 
unfair. Perhap she was in poor health 
after the flood and that is why she 
probably did not have additional chil-
dren (B-4) and was not present to help 
Noah in 9:20-24 (B-7). Likewise, since 
Noah is not accused of being a poor 
witness because there were only eight 
people on the ark, she should not be 
criticized either (B-5). It is also unfair to 
attack her because Ham did not end 
well (C-3). Line B-2 is also incorrect. 
 

That said, it is good that we do not 
know more about Noah’s wife. If we 
knew more about her, that might dis-
tract from the stress on the sinfulness 
of others and from the righteous wrath 
of God (B-3, C-4).  
 

We know what we need to know about 
Noah’s wife through various connec-
tions and contrasts (C, D). Like Noah, 
she was a believer (D-2) and undoubt-
edly supported his work on the ark (D-
4). We know that she was Noah’s only 
wife (C-1). The sinfulness of the pre-
flood days apparently involved 
polygamy, demon possession, and vi-
olence (6:1-2, 11, 2 Pet. 2:5). Noah 
was probably called as a married man 
(D-1). So his wife is indirectly men-
tioned in Gen. 6:8 (D-5). 

So what? 
 

The stress in Genesis chapter six is on 
the sinfulness of the masses and the 
righteous judgement of God. Relatively 
little is said about Noah, and even less 
is reported about his wife. Yet it is clear 
that Noah was a righteous man (6:8-9) 
and the husband of one wife (6:18). 
They and their sons contrast to the 
other parents and children of the age 
(6:2-4). Noah did as he was com-
manded (6:22), and he and his family 
were spared (Heb. 11:7). 
 

To say that Noah’s wife was only a 
helper is like saying that Noah only 
built an ark. Though true in a way, line 
B-8 is also incorrect. Like many women 
in the Bible and the work of the Holy 
Spirit, she is mostly in the background.  
 

The final word in the Bible regarding 
Noah and his wife is NOT the sad 
scene involving the sin of Ham in Gen. 
9:20-27. This is NOT mentioned in 
Heb. 11:7. Rather Noah is said to have 
feared the Lord and, acting by faith, 
built the ark and saved his family, 
which of course included his wife. 
Though Hebrews chapter eleven em-
phasizes the faith and “by faith” action 
of individuals, the chapter does not 
present Noah as an isolated person. 
His wife and children were with him.

applications

Apply the points which you believe are most important or seem most needful. 


