'Quest 15.1

In Quest of Genuine Faith

John 15:1-17 |

———

15:12-17 '
Sfruitful fellowship

love
obedience
(faith in action)
15:12-17

///
1511213
A

/ His heart
fellowship
love

15:14
help
friendship
work

15:15-16
His call
purpose,
progress

15:15-16

His mind
wisdom

15:15-16

His will
planning

15:16

His name
group

His heart
mutual
love

Jack (on First John parallels)

“To me, the vine metaphor is about not trying to be
popular and successful in a worldly sense. Or ex-
pressed differently, it's about not loving the world,
as well as about believing and obeying Jesus.
True believers are those who do not love the world
and so are hated by the world as a result (15:18-25).”

"First John also teaches that not loving the world is
the flip side of abiding in Christ and loving one an-
other. In fact it shows that it's impossible to love other
believers or abide in Christ when we love the world.
So John chapter 15 is much like First John. “Abid-
ing” and “love” are key terms in both. (Check out 1
John 2:5-6, 15-17, and 3:13-24, for starters.)”

“Also | believe that First John and John chapter 15
are both about how to have assurance of salva-
tion and joy in the Lord though faithful and fruitful liv-

ing.
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Jesus was still speaking about bearing fruit
in 15:16, and the vine metaphor naturally
resurfaced in his lengthy message on Chris-
tian relationships.

In 15:1-11, the first part of Jesus’ message, the
focus was on the individual’s relationship to God,
but in 15:12-17 the mutual relationship among
believers is the subject of the second part of
Jesus’ teaching on fruitfulness. In this believers
were commanded to love one another twice, in
15:12 and again in 15:17.

Dr. Penwell (concluding thoughts on ch. 15)

“The vine and the branches in ch. 15 are a metaphor
rather than part of a story with a well defined ending.
Moreover, not everything that Jesus taught here is
expressed metaphorically. For example, in 15:12 he
commanded us to love one another without using a
figure of speech. Therefore the chapter is long with
much repetition, such as on prayer in 15:7 and
15:16, with many sub-points shown as grapes in the
diagram. The important thing is to understand and
apply Jesus’ main points about our relationships
as believers. Whenever | read a passage like this,
my first question to myself is, “What are the main
points?” Understanding the metaphor helps answer
this question. Here’s my outline.”

“The fruitful and joyful Christian life is:
1. rightly relating to God in Christ (15:1-11),
2. rightly relating to one another (15:12-17), and
3. rightly relating to the world (15:18-27).”
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to the point

Jesus taught his disci-
ples how to be fruitful by
trusting and obeying him
and loving one another
rather than the world.

We should identify with
and love the Lord and his
people rather than trying
to succeed in the world
by fitting in well.

Trying to fit in well with others in order to be popular or successful is not loving one another like Jesus commanded.




