
 
                                                                            Jesus’ Brothers                                                      John 7:1-10

 
Quest 7.1

* Were “his brothers” in John 7:3 and Mat. 
13:55 some of Jesus’ disciples as the Roman 
Catholic Church claims or his physical half-
brothers, sons of Joseph and Mary? See Mat. 
1:24-25? 
 
* The Lord’s brothers were unbelievers ac-
cording to 7:5. That’s directly stated by John, 
but how and why were they so? What did they 
believe and disbelieve or misunderstand? If 
you were to choose just one outstanding char-
acteristic of their unbelief what would it be?  
 
* The brothers’ advice in 7:3-4 reveals their 
character and the nature of their unbelief, but 
so, also, does the Lord’s answer to them in 
7:6-8.  
 
* Notice that “the world” is a key topic in 
both the brothers’ advice and the Lord’s re-
sponse. Apparently they thought that Jesus 
was seeking to be popular or that he should 
do so. What did Jesus, himself, say about the 
world in 7:7? 
 
* Another key topic in Jesus’ brothers’ advice 
and Jesus response was his work(s). They 
knew he was doing certain special works 
(7:3), but did they understand his purpose? 
 
* What was the overall attitude of Jesus’’ 
brothers? Were they hostile or trying to be 
helpful? Were they dogmatic and condescend-
ing or humble listeners?

* How have I sometimes been like Jesus’ 
brothers? How should and will I try to be dif-
ferent from now onward?  
 
* How should I be like the Lord Jesus in deal-
ing with the worldly advice of my unsaved 
friends and loved ones?

Describing Jesus’ brothers is like describing many unbelievers today. They know a lot but don’t know the Lord.
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  Is all belief in Jesus the 
same? Is all unbelief in 
him the same?  
 

The answer to both ques-
tions is no. In chapter six 

we saw that many disci-
ples were only superficial 

believers who forsook the 
Lord when he didn’t do or teach 

as they wished (6:14-15, 60-66). How-
ever, the eleven remained faithful (6:67-71). 

 

  In chapter seven we shall see that the chief 
priests and the Pharisees were rigid and violent 

disbelievers who were seeking to kill Jesus (7:13, 32, 
45-52). The Lord’s brothers in 7:3-8, however, were, 

also, unbelievers (7:5); yet, they were trying to be help-
ful in a worldly way by giving Jesus advice. Many of the 

people were confused, not knowing what to think (7:12 and 25). 
So there was variety. 
 

This is reminiscent of the Lord’s parable of the soils in Matthew 
13:3-8 and 18-23. The different soils represent various responses 
to the word of God. Some believe and produce varying amounts of  
fruit, while many others disbelieve in various ways and remain 
fruitless.

staying in Galilee 
 

7:1 After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he 
would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to 
kill him.  7:2 Now the Jews’ feast of tabernacles was at 
hand.   
 

Jesus’ brothers advice 
 

7:3 His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, 
and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the 
works that thou doest.  7:4 For there is no man that 
doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be 
known openly. If thou do these things, shew thyself to 
the world.  7:5 For neither did his brethren believe in 
him.   
 

Jesus’ answer 
d 

7:6 Then Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet 
come: but your time is alway ready.  7:7 The world can-
not hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, 
that the works thereof are evil.  7:8 Go ye up unto this 
feast: I go not up yet unto this feast; for my time is not 
yet full come.   
 

going to the feast 
 

7:9 When he had said these words unto them, he 
abode still in Galilee.  7:10 But when his brethren were 
gone up, then went he also up unto the feast, not 
openly, but as it were in secret. 
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There is no such thing as “a half-believer,” but not all unbelievers are as hostile to Jesus as the Jewish leaders were.129
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Were Jesus’ half-brothers also half-believers? 

Dr. Theophilus (1st comments) 
 

    “The answer to the question above is an emphatic, 
“No!” according to John 7:5. However, Jesus’ four 
brothers (Mat. 13:55) were so mild in their unbelief 
compared to the hostile leaders, some might wrongly 
think of them as half-disciples. To correct this I’ve de-
scribed them on four coins. The front side of each coin 
is bright and makes a positive point and the back side 
of each is dark and negative like their unbelief.” 
   “If they had had genuine faith they would have be-
lieved in the incarnation and Jesus’ deity and have un-
derstood his purpose and the world’s opposition.”

Neg (comments on the negative points) 
 

    “It great to see the dark side stressed for a change! 
We can summarize all these wonderful negative points 
by simply expanding what it says in 7:5. 

They didn’t believe in the incarnation.  
They didn’t believe in his deity.  
They didn’t understand his purpose. And 
 they didn’t feel out of place in the world. 

So the emphasis in the passage is clearly on the neg-
ative. “His brothers did not believe in him.” You can’t 
understand genuine biblical faith without seeing what 
unbelief is really like. Negative examples help a lot.”  
 
Socie (comments on relational breakdown) 
 

    “Let’s talk about what’s the biggest negative. I be-
lieve it’s found in 7:7, that the world hates Jesus. (Cf. 
15:25.) Because of this, the world, also, hates believ-
ers like us according to 7:7, 15:18-19, and 17:14.” 
   “On the positive side, however, Jesus’ brothers ap-
parently later believed in him (Acts 1:14). The enmity 
of the world, however, continues to this day. The 
breakdown of Jesus’ earthly family was temporary, but 
the tragic breakdown between the world and God is 
ongoing. John stressed that from the start in 1:10-11.” 
 
Theo (comments on selecting a key negative point) 
 

    “I, also, wonder which of the negative points is the 
most important. If I go with what Jesus said about time 
in 7:6, perhaps their ignorance of his purpose on earth 
comes first. Yet, if I go by what he said to them in 7:7, 
perhaps the brothers not being hated by the world is 
the worst thing. Theologically, their ignorance or rejec-
tion of Jesus’ deity must not be overlooked. Overall, 
however, I take their ignorance of the incarnation as 
their most basic error, since understanding how God 
became man (1:14) includes having insight into his 
deity (1:1-2) and purpose (3:16).” 
 
Tec (comments on the brothers’ basic error) 
 

    “Let’s get back to basics. They were chatting about 
Jesus’ power, popularity, and work. That’s normal, 
and apparently they wanted to help him succeed in 
his social networking. So they advised him to take 
advantage of social hot spots. Basically, they viewed 
him as a network builder, who was trying to be popular, 
but was losing power since many had recently aban-
doned him (6:66). So I believer, their basic error was 
viewing their Jewish world as a good operating 
system. It was not and went up in flames in A.D. 70.”
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work oriented: talking about Jesus’ ministry

socially oriented: talking about Jesus’ popularity

family oriented: talking to Jesus as a brother

power oriented: talking about Jesus’ miracles
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Most of the terms and phrases in bold type above describe the Lord’s half-brothers as seen in 7:3-8. 130

Cal (comment of the brother’s worldly advice) 
 

   “Jesus’ brothers advised him on how to become more 
popular. They were correct politically, of course, but 
look at what they didn’t say. They didn’t say a single 
word about God. To me, that’s shows that they were 
worldly rather than godly. Like many Jews at the 
time, though they were about to go up to Jerusalem 
for the Feast of Tabernacles, they were not thinking 
about God very much. Moreover, though they were fa-
miliar with Jesus’ special powers in a superficial 
way, they didn’t attribute his works to God or to Jesus 
as God. To them, it was just Jesus, their brother, doing 
“these things” (7:4). So, though they were practicing 
Jews, they were, also, mostly atheistic in their prac-
tice.” 

 
Reid (negative comments of church growth books) 
 

    “The brother’s advice reminds me a lot of the god-
less “how to” techniques advocated in church growth 
books and seminars. The idea that you will normally be 
more “successful” in ministry if you carefully choose 
your target audience and church location isn’t a recent 
discovery, for that’s basically what Jesus’ brothers said 
2,000 years ago. They were right in a worldly way, of 
course, but, as Cal said, they, also, left out God.”  

 
Dr. Evans (comments on church growth pros & cons) 
 

   “What Jesus’ brothers said was common sense; so, 
too, is much of the advice found in the church growth 
books. That’s one of the main reasons they’ve been  
popular with pastors for decades. It makes sense in 
evangelism to be friendly, for example. And we need to 
be reminded of that sort of thing from time to time.” 
    “However, it is also true that when we focus more on 
common sense, sociology, and psychology, we have 
less time and energy left to focus on God, himself. 
Thus, there is a subtle, humanistic temptation in the 
church growth movement that has gone unnoticed by 
many. As a result, pleasing God and speaking out 
against sin (7:7) has become secondary in many con-
temporary churches. So I agree with Cal and Reid.”

Maria (comments on Mary and her children) 
 

    “I was shocked when I first read [in Mat. 13:55] that 
Jesus had half-brothers and half-sisters. But after think-
ing about it for a long time, I’m happy that Mary and 
Joseph had a normal life, with ordinary children, as 
well as a special life with the Lord Jesus. I’m glad that 
they loved each other and God gave them a family.” 
   “I grew up in a large [Catholic] family hearing exag-
gerated stories about “the holy family,” but I now believe 
it’s far better to know the truth about “the whole family,” 
even the sad parts. The truth is that Jesus is different 
from his half-brothers because he has a different Fa-
ther, God the Father, not because Mary was an eternal, 
sinless virgin. She was a good mother to several ordi-
nary children, but neither she nor they were sinless.” 

 
Ed (comments on the pros & cons of parental advice) 
 

    “Jesus’ brothers’ correct, but ultimately unhelpful, 
advice reminds me of some of the things my unsaved 
parents say. Like the Lord’s brothers, my mom and dad 
are always trying to be helpful and their advice is usu-
ally correct in a worldly way, but they don’t under-
stand that God’s will and ways are different, just like 
Jesus was different. I always listen carefully to my par-
ents’ advice, but sometimes I can not go along with it.”  

 
Dr. Quest (comments about how to reject advice) 
 

    “How should we respond when someone’s advice 
conflicts with God’s leading and the word of God? The 
simple answer is that we should respond like Jesus did, 
by rejecting the advice and explaining why it is contrary 
to God’s will. Here, the Lord did this by pointing out that 
his work was testifying against the evil world rather than 
trying to be loved by it (7:7) and that his time to go to 
Judea to be killed had not yet come (7:6 and 7:8).”  
    “Later, in 11:8, the disciples questioned the wisdom 
of Jesus going to Judea. Their well-intentioned advice 
in question form was, likewise, rejected, even though 
they were more mildly opposed to God’s will than the  
dogmatic but ignorant brothers in 7:3-4. In both cases 
the reasons for the rejection were clearly stated.”

the people  
Jesus’ unsaved brothers

the principles 
(general principles)

to the point 
my personal applications

Jesus’ unsaved brothers 
were well-intentioned, yet ig-
norant and dogmatic as they 
gave their worldly advice.

We should reject the 
worldly advice of unsaved 
friends and loved ones, but 
minister to them as we do. 

When is good advice bad? 


