
NOT BOASTING ABOUT TOMORROW      (Prov. 27:1 and James 4:13-17)
   “Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.” (Prov. 27:1)

S. SIZE & SHAPE  (considering the seed itself, the verse or verses being studied)

. . Size: The context (26:28-27:6) has several verses about the wrong use of the tongue.

. . but there is nothing in 26:28 or 27:2 about the time factor (“tomorrow”).

. . So 27:1 is like a small seed, in a context with other similar small seeds.

. . Shape: Proverbs 27:1 is a negative command, a prohibition.  (Prov. 27:2 in an indirect prohibition.)

. . There are more prohibitions in Proverbs than in most other books.  Why? 

. . Proverbs is aimed at protecting people (especially the young) from sin and shame. 

E. EARTHLY THINGS  (considering the dust and dirt - the human weakness and sin evident in the text)

. . People like to boast, but usually do so about past accomplishments, present position, or abilities.

. . Haman boasted about his position and possessions (Est. 5:11). 

. . Boasting about the future is obviously foolish because of human ignorance and weakness.

. . Solomon knew that plans are often frustrated, especially by death (Ecc. 7:14, 9:2-3).

. . Solomon may have been referring to death in Prov. 27:1. — (James did in 4:14.)

. . Talking about plans, without committing them to the Lord, is boasting about the future (Jam. 4:13-16).

. . The proud plans of many nations have been greatly disrupted by the Corvid-19 pandemic. 

. . Much of the disrupted planning was economic. — The same is true in Jam. 4:13.

E. ETERNAL THINGS  (considering the verse’s or seed’s connection with the Giver of life)

. . The Lord is often mentioned in Prov. 16:1-11, often regarding the future. (Also see 15:25-33.)

. . “A man’s heart deviseth [i.e., plans] his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.” (16:9)

. . BUT it is difficult to see the Lord in Prov. 27:1.

. . God is not named in the chapter.  The main focus is on human relationships (27:2, 2-6, 10, 14, etc.).

. . Speaking of what a day may bring forth seems to deliberately omit God,

. . but Solomon’s stressed human inability to know the future, rather than opposing God’s part therein.

. . Solomon often wrote about human ignorance (Pro. 4:19, 7:23, Ecc. 8:7, 9:12, 11:5-6).

. . Admitting one’s ignorance is a necessary, negative step in approaching God. (Job. 42:3, John 21:5)

. .  This is like childbirth, implying that what tomorrow brings will be part of a long, God-directed process.

D. DOING  (considering what I should do and not do as God’s farmer, 2 Tim. 2:6, Jam. 5:7)

. . The negative point of 27:1 is to NOT speak like a proud fool about the future and be put to shame.

. . Boasting about the future, and thereby ignoring God, is foolish. (See the rich fool in Lk. 12:16-21.)

. . A positive application of 27:1 is to DO whatever good that I can, for God and others, TODAY, 

. . rather than assuming that I will be able to do so tomorrow (Prov. 3:27-28). 

. . These same two points, both negative and positive, are also made in James 4:13-17. 

. . What have I (Jon) personally done in the past in line with Prov. 27:1?

. . I have not often directly boasted about future results in big things, but I remember twice foolishly doing so. 

. . I have often said that I expect to finish a project by a certain date but have been unable to do so.

. . Since these things were said or written to others, they resulted in a sense of shame. 

. . What specifically will I do TODAY in light of Prov. 27:1?

. . I will look to God (Jam. 5:7) while diligently working on...  that I know HE wants me to do (Jam. 4:17).


