
#55 The Antichrist       ~53 
 

Why is this future, unnamed ruler on the list? 
The reason is simple. Though we do not yet know the man’s 
name, we know much about him because he is foretold in biblical 
prophecy about 53 times, primarily in Revelation and Daniel. 
The first references to him are in Daniel chapter seven as a 
horn (Dan. 7:8, 11, 20, 21, 24), and the final ones are in Reve-
lation chapters 19 and 20 as the beast (Rev. 19:19, 20, 20:4, 10). 
 

Why is the exact count for the Antichrist uncertain?   
Daniel predicted various future rulers, including Alexander the 
Great (Dan. 11:3) and the Syrian ruler Antiochus IV (Dan. 11:21). 
So it is sometimes difficult to determine if the prophet was 
speaking about the Antichrist or someone else.  
 

In Revelation, the 33 references to ‘the beast’ are more clear, 
though some falsely claim that ‘the beast’ was a symbol for 
Roman rulers who persecuted the early church. Denying the 
reality of a literal, future Antichrist, which some do, is dangerous 
and much like denying the existence of Satan. The devil and the 
Antichrist are real and will work together (Rev. 13:2-4). 
 

Why does the Antichrist have a number? 
Though he will be proud (Dan. 7:20, 11:36), able to perform mir-
acles (2 Thes. 2:9), and worshiped by many as god (Rev. 13:4, 
14:11, 16:2), the Antichrist’s number shows that he will only be 
a man (Rev. 13:18).  
 

Unlike God, men can be numbered, and the Antichrist’s number, 
666, probably shows that he will lack divine perfection three 
times over. Moreover his being numbered lends support to the 
theory that the Antichrist will use a man-made numerical (or 
digital) system to identify and control nearly everyone. 
 

Why will many believe and worship the Antichrist?   
His false peace (Eze. 38:10-13, Rev. 6:1-3) and deceptive miracles 
will persuade many (2 Thes. 2:8-9), but mainly it will be because 
many previously rejected the true Messiah (2 Thes. 2:10-12). 


