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Why is Esther important?    
Esther was in the right place, the Persian capital, at the right 
time, during the reign of Ahasuerus (#20), to be used of the 
Lord to help prevent wicked Haman (#54) from killing most of 
the Jews in the vast kingdom (Est. 4:14).  
 

Why did the Lord use a crude ‘beauty contest’?    
God does not act in immoral ways, but He is totally free to work 
however He chooses in line with his character.  The responsibility 
for the crudeness in all that was done in the selection of a 
new queen rests squarely with the Persian king and his advisors.  
 

Why is God never mentioned in the Book of Esther?    
The Lord chose to act behind the scenes (Est. 6:1-3). As a result, 
those who read Esther are challenged to look for God for them-
selves in the action-packed chapters. This is like a skillful 
teacher requiring his or her students read a book thoughtfully 
in order to discover the main point for themselves.  
 

Why is prayer never mentioned in the Book of Esther?    
It is omitted for the same reason that God is never mentioned, 
in order to force readers to search through Esther to find ev-
idence of God at work. Nevertheless, fasting plays a key role in 
Esther and is an indirect way of refering to God and prayer. 
Esther herself called for fasting in Est. 4:16 (Cf. Est. 4:3, 9:31.) 
 

Why was Queen Esther afraid to approach the throne?    
Persian law was rigid and dehumanizing in order to uphold the 
authority of the king (Est. 1:19, 8:5, 8, Dan. 6:8). So even the 
queen was afraid to approach the throne (Est. 4:11). Yet she did 
approach the king in order to save her people from Haman’s 
murderous plot (Est. 4:16).  
 

Why was the Persian king’s authority not as great as it seemed?    
Even though He is never directly seen, God repeatedly overruled 
the Persian king’s authority, by advancing, protecting, and using 
a young Jewish woman and her older cousin, Mordecai.


