
#2 King David      1,495 
 

Why is the total count for David so high? 
David is first mentioned briefly in Ruth 4:17, but he is named 
most (nearly 600 times) in First and Second Samuel, beginning 
in 1 Sam. 16:13. He is mentioned often in First Chronicles as well, 
nearly 190 times by name, mainly from chapter 11 onward. There 
are also 88 references to David by name in the Psalms, often 
in the titles. Finally, there are 59 references to David in the 
New Testament, mostly in the Gospels and Acts and often in 
refering to the Lord as the Son of David.  
 

Why is David mentioned more than Moses? 
Moses wrote far more than David, but he is only mentioned 
about half as often as David in the Old Testament. One reason 
for this is because there is far more reported about David as 
a ruler than about Moses as such. Secondly, Moses was more 
of a prophet and a teacher than David. Finally, the Lord Jesus 
is refered to more as a descendant of David than as a prophet 
like Moses (Deut. 18:15).  
 

Why are there so many rulers in the top 55? 
There are twelve kings in the top 55, including Jesus. The an-
swer usually given is because rulers are always the main news 
makers. Though true, there is more to it.  
 

The Bible as a whole teaches that the world desperately needs 
its rightful King, the Lord Jesus. Things were bad when there 
was no king during the time of the Judges, and were just as 
bad, in a different way, under King Saul. King David was better 
and brought hope, but he too failed in some ways. The real hope 
for the world is the Greater Son of David, who is predicted in 
Second Samuel chapter seven and First Chronicles chapter 17. 
 

Why is David’s sin with Bathsheba included in the Bible? 
It is included in 2 Sam. 11:1-12:25 to show that David sinned 
and how God dealt with him. David’s sin with Bathsheba is not 
included in First Chronicles, but the sin of trusting in numbers 
is exposed in both Books (2 Sam. 24:1-25, 1 Chr. 21:1-30).


