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Overview of Luke

I.  Title

  A. Derived from the author’s name

  B. Luke wrote this gospel and the book of Acts

II. Author and Date

  A. Luke was a Gentile, the only one to write Scripture

  B. He was also a doctor (Colossians 4:14)

  C. Very litt le is known about him. Traditionally, he is from Antioch

  D. Luke was a close companion of the Apostle Paul

  E. Th is book was probably writt en from Rome while Paul was a prisoner, A.D. 60-61

III. Background and Sett ing

  A. Luke dedicated his two books to Th eophilus, perhaps a Roman dignitary

  B. Luke states his knowledge came from eyewitness reports

  C. He did not always follow a strict chronological order

IV. Historical and Th eological themes:

  A. Birth, life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ

  B. Fullest account of the nativity

  C. Att ention to detail, dates connecting Jesus to events and people

  D. Jesus’ compassion for Gentiles, Samaritans, women, children, sinners

  E. Emphasizes the central role of women in the life and ministry of Jesus

  F. Other themes: fear of God, joy, Holy Spirit, forgiveness, Jesus’prayers

  G. Jesus’ relentless progression towards the cross to save sinners

V.  Purpose: 

  A. To present an accurate account of the life of Jesus Christ

  B. To present Christ as the perfect human and Savior

VI. Key People: Jesus, Elizabeth, Zechariah, John the Baptist, Mary, the disciples, Herod the Great, Pilate, 

             Mary Magdalene

VII. Key Places: Bethlehem, Galilee, Judea, Jerusalem

VIII. Category: Gospel

IX. Th eme: Jesus as the perfect man

X. Key verse: “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 19:10

Material taken fr om Th e MacArthur Study Bible, Life Application Study Bible, Walk Th ru the Bible Flashcards



About the Author

Barb Wilson has been involved in women’s ministries since she was in college. Her spiritual gift  is teaching 

and her passion is teaching women to grow in their knowledge, love, identity, and obedience to the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Since 1976 she has been involved in speaking, writing, teaching, counseling, mentoring and 

discipling women.

Barb has a degree in elementary education from Cedarville College and has taught in several Christian 

schools. She and her husband Mark have been married since 1979 and have four married sons and seven 

grandchildren. Th ey live in St. Charles, Illinois where they att end and serve in a local church and where Barb 

teaches several Bible studies each week.

Glorifying God and pointing others to the abundant joy found in the Savior is the desire of Barb’s heart and 

focus of her writing and teaching.

Other Bible studies writt en by Barb Wilson include: Believe, Apply, Rejoice! (Th e study of Romans); Who 

is God and Why Should I Care? (study of all of Psalms); Suff er Well, Submit Humbly, and Stand Firm (the 

study of 1 &2 Peter) and Wife of Noble Character, a marriage Bible study for women. She is currently work-

ing on Behold Our King! a study of Revelation.

Contact Barb Wilson by emailing bsw817@gmail.com

Suggestions for Use

Th is study works well done individually, in small groups, or in a large group sett ing with a teacher. Th ere is a 

teacher guide available.

Features of the study include 25 Bible Study lessons, discussion questions in italics, and Digging Deeper 

options shaded in gray.

Th is study is designed to be done during a typical ministry year, September through early May, but certainly 

can be used at any time.
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1
Book of Luke

“. . .  ‘My soul  glorif ies  the Lord

and my spirit  rejoices  in God my Savior’”

–  Luke 1:46-47 

C H A P T E R
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“…it seemed 
fi tt ing for me…

to write…
so that you 
may know 

the exact truth 
about the things 

you have been 
taught.”  

––
L uk e  1 : 3 - 4

Luke 1 
Before you begin, pray for God to help you to understand and apply His Word.

Read Luke 1:1-4

1. How do we know from verse 1 that others att empted to write an account of the 
 life of Christ? What do you think happened to most of those accounts and why?

2. Th e phrase “accomplished among us” in verse one can be translated “fulfi lled 
 among us.” What did Jesus’ life fulfi ll?

3. Luke states that he is going to compile an account. He did not witness the 
 life of Christ fi rsthand. Where did he get his information? V. 2 Who do you think 
 these people were?

4. How does Luke describe his research? V. 3

  What do you think Luke may have been feeling and thinking as he 
 set out to write a record of the life of Christ?

5. Luke’s account of the birth of Christ is the most complete. Where might he have
 gott en his information? 
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6. Who are both of Luke’s books dedicated to? (1:3, Acts 1:1) 

7. Do you know what his name means?

8. What was his title? 1:3 What does this tell us about him?

9. From verse 4, what did Luke hope to accomplish in this other man’s life?

Read Luke 1:5-17

 Digging Deeper

 Herod in 1:5 is Herod the Great. Find out addi  onal informa  on about him:

10. Find Judea on your map. 

11. Write down everything you learn about Zachariah and his wife from 1:5-7.

 Digging Deeper

 Find out what their names mean:

“Th ey were 
both righteous 
in the sight of 
God, walking 
blamelessly 

in all  the 
commandments 

and 
requirements 
of the Lord.” 

––
L uk e  1 : 6
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12. How was Zachariah chosen to be the one to burn incense? V. 9

 Digging Deeper
A lot was cast, probably a stone or stones, to decide ques  ons, appoint persons, 
or appor  on land (Complete Word Study Dic  onary, Baker, Carpenter).  Find out more 
about cas  ng lots from these verses: 
A. Levi  cus 16:6-10

B. Numbers 26:55-56

C. 1 Chronicles 24:4-5; 26:12-13

D. Nehemiah 11:1

E. Esther 3:7

F. Psalm 16:5

G. Proverbs 16:33

H. Jonah 1:7

I. Acts 1:26

 Digging Deeper
Learn more about burning incense: Exodus 30:7-8, 2 Chronicles 29:11. Where 
exactly was this incense to be burned?

“And when the time 

for the burning 

of incense came, 

all  the assembled 

worshippers were 

praying outside.”

––

L uk e  1 : 1 0
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13. Where were the rest of the worshippers? V. 10

14. Who appeared to Zachariah? Would anyone else have seen him? How did Luke fi nd 
out, do you think? V. 11

15. How long had it been since God’s people had heard from Him? (Th e gap between 
O.T. and N.T.)

16. Describe Zachariah’s response in verse 12. Was this type of event or visitor common 
in those days?

 Digging Deeper
How did others in Scripture respond to divine visitors? 
A. Judges 6:22-23

B. Judges 13:22

C. Mark 16:5

D. Revela  on 1:17

17. Th e angel told Zacharias that his prayer had been heard. From the context of verse 13, 
what do you think he had been praying for?

18. What is the couple to name the baby son?

 Digging Deeper
What does this name mean? 

“But the angel said 

to him ‘Do not be 

afr aid, Zechariah; 

your prayer has 

been heard’...” 

––

L uk e  1 : 1 3
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19. What emotions will be prevalent at his birth? V.14

20. Read the fi rst phrase of 1:15. In Whose sight would John be great? Is there any-
thing bett er than that?  

Knowing what you do about his parents, how do you think this made 
Zachariah feel? How would you feel if an angel told you that about your com-
ing child?

 Digging Deeper

Hopefully, 3 John 4 is the prayer of every Chris  an’s heart. What does it say? 

How does Deuteronomy 6:4-7 help accomplish that goal?

21. 1:15 says that John was not to drink what? Th is is the key element of the Nazirite 
vow which Zachariah would have known.

 Digging Deeper

Read Numbers 6:1-21 to learn more about the Nazirite vow. List what you learn.

“Many of the 

people of Israel 

will  He bring back 

to the Lord their 

God.” 

––
L uk e  1 : 1 6
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22. Who else in Scripture was a Nazirite from birth?

  A. Judges 16:17

  B. 1 Samuel 1:11

23. Th e best translation of the end of Luke 1:15 is “while yet in his mother’s womb. 
What do we learn about the importance of an unborn child?

24. Did John choose God or did God choose John?  1:15

25. List  in A – E what the angel announces about John’s future ministry:
  A. 1:16

  B. 1:17a

  C.  Who is John compared to in verse 17b? How do they compare?

 Digging Deeper
1. 1 Kings 18:17-24

2. Matthew 14:1-12

  D.  1:17c What light does Malachi 4:5-6 shed?

  E. See also...1:17d 

 Digging Deeper
1. Ma  hew 3:3

2. John 1:23

“AndHe will  go on 

before the Lord, 

in the spirit and 

power of Elijah, 

to turn the hearts 

of the fathers to 

their children and 

the disobedient to 

the wisdom of the 

righteous...” 

––

Luke 1:17
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Read Luke 1:18-25

26. How does Zachariah respond to all the information from the angel? 1:18? What 
were his concerns?

27. We fi nd out the angel’s name! What is it? 

 Digging Deeper

This angel is one of only two angels that are named in the Bible. What do you 

learn from other references to him?

A. Daniel 8:16, 9:21

B.  Luke 1:26 

C.  Only one other angel is named in the Bible.  Find his name in Daniel 10:13.

28. Where does Gabriel say he stands? What does this tell us about him? Luke 1:19

29. In verse 18, Zachariah had asked how he could be sure a baby was coming. What 
is the sign combined with a rebuke that Gabriel gives him? 1:20

Zachariah was focusing on the human problems of the angel’s message, 
not the divine promise of the message. How can we relate, apply, learn from 
his mistake?

30. Th e people were waiting for Zachariah to come out and give them a blessing. 
What was his condition when he came out? Luke 1:22 Look at 1:62. Do you think 
he was deaf also?

“Zechariah asked 

the angel, ‘How can 

I be sure of this? 

I am an old man 

and my wife is well  

along in years.’”

––

L uk e  1 : 1 8
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31. Aft er serving for his week, Zachariah went home. Read 1:39-40 to fi nd out where 
he lived.

32. How long did Elizabeth stay in seclusion? 1:24 To Whom did she give credit? 
1:25 What does she mean by saying the Lord has taken away my disgrace? 

 How might she have spent the 5 months? What do you think she was 
thinking and feeling?

Read Luke 1:26-38

33. In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, where did God send Gabriel? Find 
it on the map. 1:26

34. What are the fi rst three words of verse 27? Why do you think this is listed fi rst 
about this person?

35. Th e fact that Mary was a virgin is crucial since the truth of the incarnation is at 
stake here. What does Matt hew 1:25 add?

36. Mary was betrothed to Joseph which was as legally binding as marriage and 
could only be broken by divorce. It usually lasted a year. Joseph was a descendant of 
what famous king?  1:27

37. What were Gabriel’s fi rst words to Mary? 1:28  Th is literally means “grace to 
you, graced one.” Mary was a recipient of God’s grace.

“‘Th e Lord has 

done this for me,’ 

she said. ‘In these 

days He has shown 

His favor and 

taken away my 

disgrace among the 

people.’” 

––

L uk e  1 : 2 5




