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In black and white, we see glimpses from all walks of life – the 
labouring fishermen, the caring father, the kampong children, 
the construction workers, the urban residents, the dancer. Their 
environments give us clues to their individual stories and reveal 
the defining moments of their lives. 

Having lived through a difficult childhood and two world wars, 
Cultural Medallion recipient Yip Cheong Fun (1903-1989) 
chose to see truth and beauty in the everyday. He adopted a 
humanist approach throughout his personal and photographic 
life. A mechanic in his younger days, he was completely self-
taught and would go on trips with fellow amateur photographers 
to beaches, kampongs and parks every Sunday from 5am. 
He also often visited the Singapore River and Chinatown with 
French photographer Henri Cartier-Bresson, who inspired 
his fascination with candid moments and street scenes. The 
strength of his works lies not in the learned rules of photography, 
but rather, in the passion for experimentation and a profound 
understanding of the human spirit. 

This solo exhibition presents 20 original photographs of Yip 
Cheong Fun from the 1950s to the 1980s, an epochal period 
in Singapore where the drive towards industrialisation led 
to large-scale societal transformations. From fast-changing 
rural landscapes to growing urban environments, his body of 
work captures development in broad strokes and fine details. 
Although taken several decades ago, these images immortalise 
a love for humankind, a topic in which we may all share a 
common interest today.
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Three Kids
silver gelatin print
35.5 x 44cm





A Misty Morning
silver gelatin print
50 x 40cm



Sunrise
silver gelatin print
41.5 x 34cm





Father’s Care
silver gelatin print
34 x 42cm

A Father’s Love

A father’s love is a blessing for all time.
It’s something precious, divine and sublime.
Words often unspoken – yet father is always caring;
With a love that gives all, takes little, always sharing.

Will you forgive, Dad, if I’ve failed to see
Your tender look and smile, and how you’ve held me.
The simple gesture of love, unnoticed so often,
And at times your warm words and wishes forgotten? 

With all my love, Dad.

- Andrew Yip



The Fisherman’s Daughters
silver gelatin print
44.5 x 37cm



The Fisherman’s Daughter
silver gelatin print
43 x 35cm





Co-operation
silver gelatin print
37 x 46cm



Young Fishermen
silver gelatin print
43 x 35.5cm



Playing at the Beach
silver gelatin print
20 x 41cm



Through Broken Glass
silver gelatin print
37.5 x 30cm



Good Breeze
silver gelatin print
39 x 48cm

Strong Breeze 

The breeze is here now;  
It’s fresh and mighty strong,    
It plays tricks with my clothes, ‘Wow’,  
As white waves splash along.  

Brisk is the breeze blowing in the curl of the sea,  
Fluttering frolic in the sand; whispering in the wind,  
The white beach with caped waves is a haven for me,  
To gaze at the sea as high tides begin.

- Andrew Yip



Happy Trio
silver gelatin print
34 x 43cm





Fisherman’s Daughters
silver gelatin print
40 x 50cm



Morning Leisure
silver gelatin print
38 x 48cm



Greetings
silver gelatin print

37.5 x 21.5cm



On the edge
silver gelatin print
43 x 36.5cm





A Photographer’s View
silver gelatin print
35.5 x 42cm



Common Interest
silver gelatin print
50 x 40cm



Dance is Life

Amazing dance, amazing life.
Be calm and dance on, sometimes to twist and turn,

Perchance to swivel, stand still or hop back and learn.

Those delicate dance movements and staccato motions
In lights and shadows, fused, lifted and transformed as emotions.

Time stands still as you dare dance on and re-write life in auto,
Follow the line of dance and hints of playful lights in adagio.

Swing and sway; keep your poise and dance on, 
For a new dance with its twist and turn, is Life reborn.

- Andrew Yip



Beauty on the Top
silver gelatin print
43 x 35.5cm



At Rest
silver gelatin print
43 x 34cm



Crashing Through Hell
silver gelatin print
46.5 x 37.5cm





Yip Cheong Fun (1903-1989) was one of Singapore’s top 
pioneer photographers who won over 50 international awards 
for his narrative scenes of urban landscapes, seascapes and 
kampung life. Born in Hong Kong, he moved to Singapore in 
1913 and began taking photographs for his family album when 
he bought his first Rolleiflex camera in 1936. This was the 
starting point of his illustrious photography career spanning 
more than six decades.

As Singapore underwent continuous urban redevelopment 
from the 1950s to the 1980s, Yip captured scenes of both the 
country’s transient past and constant growth. Even after his 
camera was confiscated during World War II, he continued 
his passion for photography and often travelled to Malaysia 
to capture the landscapes of Johor. He grew an interest in 
portrait photography around this time and was influenced by the 
Japanese photographers Shimooka Renjo and Uchida Kuichi. 
He also often visited the Singapore River and Chinatown with 
French photographer Henri Cartier-Bresson, who inspired his 
fascination with candid moments and street scenes.

Yip attained numerous prestigious awards over the span of 
his lifetime such as the Merlion Pewter Award presented by 
the Singapore International Salon of Photography in 1971 and 
the Cultural Medallion for photography in 1984. He also held 
leadership and teaching positions at the Photographic Society of 
Singapore and the Kreta Ayer Camera Club. 

Biography

Solo Exhibitions

1983 Solo Exhibition, National Museum Art  
 Gallery, Singapore
 Solo Exhibition, Penang Museum,  
 Penang, Malaysia

2006 An Ingenious Reverie – 
 The Photography of Yip Cheong Fun,  
 National Library, Singapore

Group Exhibitions

2011 9 + 1 Honorary Exhibitors Photographic  
 Exhibition, Kreta Ayer Community 
 Club, Singapore 

2015 TRACE 01: To Measure the Depth of the  
 Ocean, DECK, Singapore



Yip Cheong Fun
(1903 - 1989)1903

Born in Hong Kong.
Family moves to 
Singapore when he was 
seven months old.

1913
Returns to Singapore.

1936
Works as a technical supervisor at 

United Engineers. Purchases his 
first professional camera.

1909
Sent to live with 
his relatives in 
China.

1914
Attends a private school in Chinatown.

1942
Sets up his own engineering workshop at 
the back of his house, which included a 
photographic darkroom

1952
Shoots Rowing at Dawn, which won the first 
prize in the Klang Photographic Exhibition and 
later brought him many awards at international 
salons and exhibitions.

1960
Works as a commercial 
photographer and technician 
at Tien Wah Press.

1966
Becomes Vice 
President of the 
Photographic Society 
of Singapore

1961
Becomes a fellow of the Royal 
Photographic Society of Great Britain.

1972
Awarded the Honorary Excellence 
Distinction by the Fédération 
Internationale de l’Art Photographique.

1973
Retires from Tien Wah Press and 
begins running a provision shop 
in Kreta Ayer.

1976
Becomes an advisor for 
the Kreta Ayer Community 
Centre Camera Club.

1984
Receives 
the Cultural 
Medallion for 
Photography.

1986
Publishes Yip 
Cheong Fun’s 
Pictorial Collection.

1971
Receives the Merlion Pewter award for 
Fisherman’s Hurry from the 29th Singapore 
International Salon for Photography.

1980
Named one of ten Honorary Outstanding 
Photographers Century (Seascape 
Specialist) by the Photographic Society 
of New York, USA.

1983
Awarded the Honorary Excellence 

Distinction by the Fédération Internationale 
de l’Art Photographique for the second time.

1989
Passes away 
in Singapore.
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