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About the exhibition

Emily Andy Napaltjarri 
Kumantjayi Nangala (Tilau) 
Doris Bush Nungararrayi 
Maureen Poulson Napangarti 
Charlotte Phillipus Napurrula 
Isobel Gorey Nampitjinpa 
Isobel Major Nampitjinpa 
Sharon Butcher Napanangka 
Pam Brown Napanangka

This body of work was created by Papunya 
Tjupi’s leading women artists during a 
painting trip at Karrinyarra, Country north 
of Papunya, which features an expansive 
pantu muluwurru (salt lake), a special site 
of significance for yalka Tjukurrpa (bush 
onion Dreaming). This exhibition is presented 
online by Papunya Tjupi, with support 
from Manly Art Gallery & Museum, and is 
fittingly titled Pantu (Salt) in reference to 
Karrinyarra’s salt lake and Manly’s saltwater. 

About Papunya Tjupi

Papunya Tjupi Arts is a 100% Aboriginal 
owned and directed community arts 
organisation based in Papunya, the birthplace 
of the Western Desert dot-painting movement, 
located 250km NW of Alice Springs, NT. 
The Art Centre currently services 150 
artists from Papunya and surrounding 
outstations, who have become renowned for 
their strong line-work and for continuously 
developing new ways to tell the old stories. 

Papunya Tjupi supports emerging artists and 
some of Australia’s leading contemporary 
painters, and these artists of Papunya Tjupi 
have established their own unique identity 
based on the legacy of their forefathers. 

It was established in 2007, in response to the 
vacuum following the homelands movement 
of the late 1970s, which saw the exodus 
of many of the famous pioneer painters, as 
well as the art centre that represented them. 
Central to Papunya Tjupi is the understanding 
that painting is an important part of culture 
and connection to Country, and that the 
teaching and passing of knowledge is what 
keeps the community’s future strong. Papunya 
Tjupi’s artists exhibit fine art paintings 
nationally and internationally and feature 
in major public and private collections.

Image left: Detail of collaborative painting by 
Isobel Gorey Nampitjinpa, Isobel Major Nampitjinpa 
and Kumantjayi Nangala
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Pam Brown, Sharon Butcher Napangaka, Emily Andy Napaltjarri, Kumuntjai Nangala, Isobel Gorey 
Nampitjimpa, Rosalie Miller, Candy Nelson Nakamarra, Maureen Poulson Napanagardi at Karrinyarra (L-R)

Artists painting on Country at Karrinyarra

We would always go hunting.

We would go to Karrinyarra for Bush Onion.

We lived out where 3 mile is now, 
in the early days.

There was no house.

We would always go Karrinyarra 
for bush onion and rabbit.

We would stop there when I was a little girl 
and camp there.

After school we might go there for a holiday, 
maybe for 1 week with family.

My grandmother, grandfather and everybody.

After we went camp out, we got some 
bush tucker and bush onion.

We would go hunting for rabbit and bush meat.

Walk all that way on foot.

It would maybe take 2 days.

After eating bush tucker we would 
get some water and camp there.

The women would dig for water and get 
the water at the waterhole Kumanpa.

We would teach and learn 
songs at this place too

And the women would wear white 
headbands and feathers for dancing.

We would be with all the Kungkas 
(Nampajimpa, Nangala, Nungarrayi, 
Napurrula, Napaljarri, Napangardi, 
Napanangka, Nakamarra…)

Emily Andy Napaltjarri 
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Charlotte Phillipus Napurrula and Emily Andy Napaltjarri 
at Karrinyarra

Kumantjayi Nangala cooking at Karrinyarra

Painting on Country

The works in this exhibition were created 
on Country at Karrinyarra, located north of 
Papunya, or in the art centre in Papunya 
from memories directly following the four 
day painting trip. This is a Kapi Tjukurrpa 
(Water Dreaming) and Yalka Tjukurrpa 
(Bush Onion) place. Papunya Tjupi facilitates 
an annual multi-day bush trip for artists 
to paint on Country, and in 2017 went to 
Karrinyarra, the country of Isobel Gorey 
Nampitjinpa’s Grandfather. The days were 
filled with visits to the spring, rockholes, 
sandhills, dancing, singing, cooking, collecting 
yalka (bush onion) and rumiya (goanna), 
laughing, stories, camping under the trees 
and afternoons of painting canvas’.

 “Prefer painting on Country. I want to go and 
sit down there in my country and paint. I don’t 
want to do it in studio, I just want to go out 
on Country and paint. Trees and mountains 
and animals going around. It’s better for 
pressure. I’m always thinking about bush trip, 
when back in the studio painting. When you 
go out in the country you just sit down.”

Isobel Gorey Nampitjinpa, founding 
Papunya Tjupi Artist and Director

(top to bottom) Charlotte Phillipus Napurrula, Maureen Poulson Napangarti, 
and Pam Brown Napanangka painting their Karrinyarra works back in the 
studio in Papunya, 2017
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Charlotte Phillipus Napurrula
Painting on Country (Karrinyarra Bush Trip), synthetic polymer on linen, 152 x 122cm

Story

“I did that painting all about Karrinyarra. 
We all went there. And they camped with 
us. Long trees, strong trees - that’s where 
we camped. At the sandhill. It was really 
good, we looked through the lake where we 
camped. ‘That’s the lake’ - that’s what they 
were saying. It’s Tjukurrpa (Dreaming) about 
the Yalka (Bush Onion). We see Emily Andy 
and Isobel Gorey telling us. We tried to collect 
yalka but the lake was too wet. They were 
dancing, the old ladies were singing. All those 
ladies got up and did the dancing. It was in 
night time you know, around about 7 or 8 
we had a big campfire and ladies sat around 
the fire and singing. A couple of women got 
up and danced. Palya lingku (Really good).

We camped there for three nights. We had 
breakfast in the morning and we talked about 
the painting then, ‘when we gonna start?’. We 
did the painting then. Uwa, everybody was 
painting. We walked around everywhere. It 
was nice breeze, cold wind you know in the 
morning, we did painting in the afternoon. 
Everybody was sitting in a group and we did 
different paintings. But the others were doing 
Karrinyarra Tjukurrpa and we did our own 
Tjukurrpa but we all thought about Karrinyarra 
too. Like all those tall trees which I drawn 
and the lake. That’s when I looked at the 
lake, thought about doing my own painting. 
That big lake canvas I did at Papunya but 
was thinking about Karrinyarra. I did a big 
painting of Karrinyarra. Painting just from 
memory. The old lady was telling stories to 
us about Karrinyarra at Karrinyarra when we 
were sitting around the campfire at night.”

Kumantjayi Nangala
Painting on Country (Karrinyarra Bush Trip), synthetic polymer on canvas, 198 x 122cm

Story

Nangala was a director of Papunya Tjupi right 
up until her passing and she governed the art 
centre with incredible leadership, ambition 
and care. Nangala was a senior law woman 
and important participant of the Karrinyarra 
bush trip. Artist Pam Brown Napanangka 
recalls “Karrinyarra bush trip was palya (good), 
we went there for four days. And that old 
lady was telling us story about Karrinyarra 
Tjukurrpa (Dreaming) and then we went to 
see the rockholes at Karrinyarra, and she 
told one Napaltjarri and two Nampitjinpa to 
dance at that rockhole where that Tjukurrpa 
that belongs to Nampitjinpa and Napaltjarri. 
Ookaman, that old lady that passed away, 
told us to cut the leaves before going to that 
rockhole. She told us ‘this is Isobel’s country’.”

Founding artist and Director Isobel Gorey 
Nampitjinpa recalls; “In the afternoon we 
were cooking kangaroo tail and after that 
my Aunty started to tell us ‘come on it’s 
dancing time tonight’ in the night time. 
‘Come on, come on you mob gotta dance’.” 
And “we were just sitting down having a 
cup of tea and laughing. My Aunty was the 
funniest lady, she used to teach us. She 
was a teacher for us.” Artist and Director 
Charlotte Phillipus Nappurulla also fondly 
remembers listening to Nangala tell stories 
at Karrinyarra recalling; “The old lady was 
telling stories to us about Karrinyarra when 
we were sitting around the campfire at night.”
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Isobel Gorey Nampitjinpa, Isobel Major Nampitjinpa and Kumantjayi Nangala
Painting on Country (Karrinyarra Bush Trip), synthetic polymer on canvas, 183 x 152cm 

Story

This work is a collaborative piece by three 
of Papunya Tjupi’s leading artists Isobel 
Gorey Nampitjinpa, Isobel Major Nampitjinpa 
and Kumantjayi Nangala. It depicts designs 
connected to the sacred site of Karrinyarra 
with wavy lines representing water travelling 
over Country and the roots of the yalka 
plant. Bushes and scrubs, women sitting and 
digging for water are also featured in this 
piece. The work contains designs associated 
with Wantupunyu, a Kapi Tjukurrpa (Water 
Dreaming) site to the west of the Karrinyarra.
There is an important waterhole there where 
the custodians are of the Nampitjinpa, 
Nangala, Tjampitjinpa and Tjangala skin 
subsections. Isobel Gorey Nampitjinpa 
recalls “I’ll tell you about that lake. It’s that 
Yalka Dreaming, we went to see the spring 
coming out of that little rock. We did a little 
dance, a little bit of yalka dance and after

that we went to my country - Wantupunyu 
- that’s Water Dreaming. On that painting 
we did clouds and rain pouring down.”

Water dreaming sites are important for the 
regeneration of nature. The water makes the 
country green and brings a lot of ‘bush tucker’ 
foods for the people and the animals. The 
heavy rain usually comes in the summer time. 
When the lightning can be seen at a distance, 
the elders will start singing to the lightning, 
encouraging it to bring more rain to replenish 
the land. The painting depicts clouds, rain 
drops, lightning, rainbows, puddles and bush 
flowers, with Isobel Gorey noting “I used paint 
with waters running down to that waterhole. 
I did a different kind, lightning and different 
kind of flowers - crazy flowers. I put circles 
and sometimes I put dark clouds, like a star. 
Sometimes put blue and white is the cloud.
Yellow and red one is sometimes lightning.”

Doris Bush Nungarrayi
Painting on Country (Karrinyarra Bush Trip), synthetic polymer on linen, 183 x 122cm

Story

This work embodies Doris’ nature of a 
true storyteller with her expressive style, 
bold use of colour and recognisable motifs 
clearly showcased in this piece. Doris Bush 
Nungarrayi is one of the most prolific and 
enthusiastic painters in the community, who 
has developed a unique style and painted 
fervently since the art centre’s establishment, 
forging a successful art career. Artist and 
Director Isobel Gorey Nampitjinpa fondly 
remembers Doris singing around the campfire 
on the Karrinyarra bush trip; “In the afternoon 
we were cooking kangaroo tail and after 
that my Aunty started to tell us ‘come on 
it’s dancing time tonight’ in the night time. 
‘Come on, come on you mob gotta dance’. 
They made a big fire and Doris was singing”. 

Doris uses dotting and brushstrokes in this 
work to depict the tapestry of vegetation and 
bush mangarri (foods) across the landscape 
including yalka (bush onion) and watiya (trees). 
As Doris talks about these memories she 
enacts the handling and eating of mangarri 
and drinking kapi (water). Doris has depicted 
the prints of camels and emus who walk across 
the salt lake at Karrinyarra and eat the nearby 
bush foods. Featured in the middle of this large 
piece is the Karrinyarra salt lake, a key feature 
of the Country, where yalka was collected 
on the painting trip. Artist and Director 
Sharon Butcher Napanangka recalls from the 
Karrinyarra trip “Telling stories, listening to old 
ladies. Sitting by the fire at night. Slept next 
to, like we could see the lake. Sandhills you 
know. It was nice view, fresh air, open space.”


