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“ Steve and Tammy are the real deal with 
a deep and authentic resolve to seek 
first Jesus and His Kingdom. They lead 
with passion and integrity, saying “yes” 
whenever called by God, even when it 
feels risky. We have seen the legacy of  
their leadership enrich the lives of  so 
many. We’re praying for God’s blessing on 
the community they have led and on this 
new assignment God has initiated.”

  Andrew & Rosie McNeil	
Senior Pastors of Birmingham Vineyard & Associate 
National Directors of Vineyard Churches (UK and Ireland). 

“ Steve and Tammy are church 
planters, it is in their DNA.
Their passion, calling and 
commitment has been seen 
and evidenced in the churches 
already planted and I am 
convinced that the Lord will 
use them in this new adventure 
and journey. The need has 
never been as great for new 
expressions of  church. It is in 
them to fulfil this, and I am 
convinced that as they sow into 
this vision, others with catch it 
and there will be an increase. I 
strongly commend and endorse 
what they are seeking to do.”

	 	Roy Crowne
  President of HOPE Together & Founder of 
Revelation Trust

OUR 
ENDORSEMENTS 



“ We have had the privilege of  watching Steve 
and Tammy plant, plant again and continue 
planting churches and sites across the 
Midlands! Their heart is to see the Kingdom 
extended and released wherever they go. As 
they step out into this next adventure we say 
Yea and Amen! Lord you have prophetically 
spoken and we pray that you provide 
everything they need to see your Kingdom 
come. You inspire us Steve and Tammy!”

 James Rankine
 Lead Pastor of Vineyard Church Cardiff & Multiply Vineyard

“ To us, Steve and Tammy epitomise 
hearts that are pursuing the heart 
of  God. Their commitment to a life 
that seeks God’s will and not their 
comfort is an encouragement. They 
are pioneers in every sense of  the 
word and over the years we have 
experienced their love for God and 
their love for their neighbour. 

  We are looking forward to them 
planting here in Milton Keynes, 
and believe the vision that they are 
pursuing is God-given and will bring 
a new exciting dynamic to the life 
of  the church here in MK. Their 
plans to use this pioneering moment 
to raise up new church planters 
reveals their heart for expanding the 
Kingdom. We are looking forward to 
seeing what God will do with them in 
this new phase of  their ministry. 

  This is an exciting time to witness the 
unfolding plan of  God for them and 
the Garden City Vineyard.”

  Chris & Sue Morley  
Senior Pastors of Grand Union Vineyard, 
Milton Keynes

“ Here they go again! I never cease to be inspired by Steve 
and Tammy’s passionate commitment to following the 
wild and adventurous leading of  the Holy Spirit wherever 
He leads them. Their willingness to pay the price, up-
sticks and move, should be a challenge to all of  us to reject 
the safety of  comfort and join Jesus in doing whatever it 
takes to see God’s Kingdom breakout again and again. I’ll 
be cheering and praying.” 

 Matt Summerfield 
 Lead Pastor of Zeo Church, Hitchin



Thank you for your interest in Garden City 
Vineyard, a new church plant coming soon to 
Milton Keynes. The vision for this new church 
has been forming in our hearts for a while, and 
we appreciate you investing your time to find out 
more about the launch of this church.
Having been part of the Vineyard family of churches for much of 
our adult lives, we have  been involved in church planting and 
pastoral ministry together for over 21 years, and in that time we’ve 
helped to establish four other Vineyard churches. 

We were married in 1999, and shortly after planted our first 
church in our home town of Daventry, Northamptonshire. In 
2006 we launched our second church plant, Central Vineyard in 
Northampton, this church grew over the next 14 years to become a 
large regional church meeting across four different locations.

As we head into a new decade and contemplate what life might 
look like in a post Covid-19 world, we started to reimagine the 
structure of the church. As a result Central Vineyard is now 
transitioning from one church meeting in multiple locations and 
forming into three individual churches in; Kettering, Raunds and 
Northampton, while continuing to work together locally as a family 
of churches.

We love the role the local church plays in a community and in 
this next season, as we hand over what we’ve been doing, we 
want to play our part in planting churches that bring about lasting 
transformation and, in the process, reach those who are far from 
God. We are excited to be stepping back into a pioneering role, and 
our hope is this church will become a catalyst for scores of new 
churches to be planted in the decades to come.

The name Garden City is rooted in the story of the Bible, a story 
that starts in a Garden and ends in a Garden City. It’s the story of 
God rescuing and redeeming broken people and renewing broken 
cities, and we believe we’re being called to plant a church that will 
embody this biblical narrative in every corner of the city.

We’ve also discovered it’s a name that is synonymous with Milton 
Keynes’ history and how, when this new city was first conceived, 
it was heavily influenced by the Garden City Movement of urban 
design. Fifty years later Milton Keynes really has become a ‘city 
in a forest’ and our sense is this name will be something of a 
prophetic statement, one that speaks about the kind of church 
we’re called to be and the kind of role we are to play in the city.

Thank you for your interest in our journey, and we hope that this 
prospectus gives you a glimpse of who we are and where we are 
heading.

STEVE & TAMMY GEE



Milton Keynes is one of the UK’s fastest 
growing cities, situated halfway between 
London and Birmingham, and in the middle 
of the Cambridge and Oxford arc. It is one of 
the last and the largest of the post-war new 
towns and the only one bold enough to call 
itself a city. 

The first residents moved here in the early 1970’s and there is  
now a growing population expected to reach 300,000 by 2025. 
Over the years it has become an entrepreneurial, innovative 
and digitally-enabled smart city, playing a leading role in the  
UK’s digital economy.

As a city it was built on the mantra of the urban designer 
Melvin Webber and his understanding of ‘community without 
propinquity’, where the idea of building community was no longer 
defined by proximity alone, or limited to traditional neighbourhood 
structures. Instead, with the advancement of technology and 
increased accessibility, this new city would become a web 
of interactions across an ever expanding corner of northern 
Buckinghamshire countryside. As a result, Milton Keynes was 
famously built on an elaborate grid system of dual carriageways 
and roundabouts.

While Webber’s ideas about urbanism have fallen out of fashion 
in recent years, in British terms this still makes Milton Keynes a 
very unique city, that’s easy to navigate and polycentric in nature. 
Yet, for all its ambitious and technological advancements, it’s 
also a city that faces significant challenges. As the Community 
Foundation’s 2020 Vital Signs report shows; nearly 18% of children 
in the city live in poverty, and as many as 32% in some areas. 
Other reports show one in four people face issues of loneliness 
and isolation and, as the city continues to grow, there are many 
challenges to be addressed around mental health, education and 
housing.

We believe the local church at its best is there to play its part in 
rewriting the story of the city in creative and innovative ways, and 
as our friend Alan Scott says; “the	next	great	move	of	God	is	not	
going	to	be	a	movement	in	the	church.	It’s	going	to	be	a	movement	
of	the	church	into	society,	rewriting	the	story	of	every	aspect	of	
our	cities	-	everyone,	everywhere,	everyday	-	communicating,	
demonstrating,	and	celebrating	the	supremacy	of	Christ	in	every	
corner	of	culture.	Because	He	is	making	all	things	new.”

WHY 
MILTON KEYNES?



Milton Keynes is one of the UK’s fastest 
growing cities, situated halfway between 
London and Birmingham, and in the middle 
of the Cambridge and Oxford arc. It is one of 
the last and the largest of the post-war new 
towns and the only one bold enough to call 
itself a city. 

As we prepare to plant this new church in Milton Keynes, our hope 
is to reach out to a new generation of people with the unchanging 
message of Jesus in a way that people can understand. While our 
message never changes, the way in which we communicate this 
message is always changing. This means there is always a need 
for new churches, to find new ways to communicate the gospel, 
with a fresh vision for what it means to be the church in our day, in 
a city like Milton Keynes. 

Further to this, studies have consistently shown that planting 
new churches is by far the most effective means of reaching 
unchurched people with the Gospel. Statistically, new churches 
best reach new generations, new residents and new people 
groups – and that is exactly what we hope to do in Milton Keynes.

Milton Keynes also serves as a regional centre for a notional 
economic area which is home to 1.9 million people. As a result, we 
believe there is a huge opportunity ahead of us and we want to do 
all we can to reach this area through the planting of churches, that 
will ultimately plant churches!

Thus our goal isn’t to just plant one church, but scores of new 
churches across this immediate area and beyond, with the hope of 
seeing two other strategic churches planted in the next five years 
and at least ten churches planted in partnership with the wider 
Vineyard in our region in the decade to come.

WHY ANOTHER 
CHURCH?

“ The vigorous, continual planting of  new congregations is the single  
most crucial strategy for the numerical growth of  the Body of  Christ 
in any city, and the continual corporate renewal and revival of  existing 
churches in a city.” 

 Tim Keller



In order to see more churches planted, we 
want to cultivate a church environment that 
acts as a catalyst for potential planters to 
be identified, trained and released to plant 
even more churches. Alongside launching the 
Garden City Vineyard, we also want to launch 
a Church Planting Residency Programme, that 
will invite those who sense a call to church 
planting or pioneering leadership to join 
us for a period of 24 months, for an intense 
season of preparation and training.

This will help potential planters become immersed in the life and 
leadership of a local church, giving them ministry experience and 
the support needed as they prepare to launch a new church, this 
will be aided by the discernment process and training offered via 
the Multiply Vineyard team and the Vineyard Training platform.

OUR RESIDENCY WILL INCLUDE:

•  Training - To become the kind of leaders who can plant a healthy 
Vineyard Church, with enrolment in our Residency Training 
Modules.

•  Theology – An opportunity to engage in Theological Training that 
will give the potential planter a solid biblical foundation.

•  Experience – Offering hands on experience with the opportunity 
to play an active role in the life of the local church.

•  Resourcing – From the wider movement including Vineyard 
Training, Area & Regional events and our National Conferences.

•  Preparing – Helping the planter formulate a clear vision and 
philosophy of ministry and a plan for the kind of church they will 
start.

•  Sending – Our goal is to send residency planters out with a team, 
our support and financial backing.

•  Coaching – Each planter who launches will have access to a 
trained Vineyard Churches coach.

CHURCH PLANTING 
RESIDENCY

“ Multiplying churches means planting 
churches that go on to plant other churches, 
that go on to plant other churches, that go on 
to plant other churches. That’s how addition 
becomes multiplication. When you tally it up, 
the long term potential is astounding.”

 Bob Logan

To apply to our 
Residency Programme 
please visit: 
gcv.mk/application



PRACTICING THE WAY OF JESUS
Our goal is to be apprentices of Jesus where we are ordering our 
lives around three goals, to be with Jesus, to become like Jesus 
and to do what Jesus did. As we live this way we believe our lives, 
our communities and our city will be transformed.

TOGETHER
We want to look beyond Sunday gatherings, and look towards 
building a community where we intentionally connect people 
and families and businesses and institutions to the life-changing 
presence of God. Where together we can encounter Jesus and the 
life He has to offer.

FOR THE RENEWAL OF THE CITY
We’re not just called to build a great church, we are called to play 
our part in building a great city, that we believe can shape and 
affect a whole region. A city where everyone is playing their part in 
extending God’s Kingdom, everywhere and in every way.

“ Practicing the  
way of Jesus, 
together, for  
the renewal  
of the city”

OUR
Mission



PRESENCE 
We want to be a people who live in the reality of God’s 
presence, becoming like Jesus. Seeing His Kingdom 
come in and through our lives becomes possible as we 
learn to live in His presence, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The way of presence leads us away from striving 
to abiding. When we abide in Christ our lives bear 
much fruit showing ourselves to be His apprentices.

FORMATION 
We want to cultivate interior lives that engage in habits 
and practices that sustain and support the kind of 
radical life Jesus invites us into. Our apprenticeship 
to Jesus is about learning to take intentional steps to 
follow Him and live lives that are being transformed as 
we practice His way in the context of community.

FAMILY  
We want to develop lives of selfless love where we 
make room for one another - regardless of race, 
religion, education or socio-economic background. 
We want to create a culture that is characterised by 
welcome, warmth and hospitality, where church  
isn’t seen as a place we go to, but as a family to which 
we belong.

GENEROSITY  
We live in a culture where spirituality cannot be 
separated from generosity. The teachings of Jesus 
implore us to give to those in need, committing 
ourselves to an ethic of generosity. The scriptures 
say that God loves a cheerful giver, not because the 
church’s needs are met, but because God’s heart is 
made glad when we depend on Him to provide all that 
we need.

RENEWAL  
We have a conviction that God is at work to heal and 
remake the whole earth. Our own lives are a part of 
that renewal project and God invites us to join with 
Him in the ongoing work of making all things new. To 
follow Jesus and join Him in His mission is to become 
agents of renewal in our neighbourhoods, industries 
and our city as a whole.

MULTIPLICATION 
We are not called to focus our energy and resources 
on our church alone, instead we want to see all that 
can be achieved in one person or one place multiplied, 
ultimately through the planting of new churches. We 
are convinced church planting is the most effective 
way to reach new people and it’s our desire to plant 
churches across our region and beyond.

“We live out our mission and values 
with two simple commitments; to 
gather and to scatter”

GATHERED ENVIRONMENTS 
We believe that as humans we were created to know 
and worship God. There is something powerful and 
significant that happens when people gather together 
to encounter God through worship, prayer, and 
engagement in the scriptures. His presence transforms 
our lives and imparts hope for us and for our city. Our 
aim in meeting regularly for worship services and in 
smaller groups is to grow in our relationship with God 
and with one another. Further, during these times of 
gathering together, we are equipped and empowered 
to step out and serve our city.

SCATTERED SERVANTS 
We are a people called to bring life to every space in 
the city. Filled with the hope and life that comes from 
God’s Spirit, we will seek to bless and love Milton 
Keynes, and its residents every day of the week. This 
happens through neighbours helping neighbours, 
through employees being the best employees they can 
be, through intentional outreach projects and through 
spontaneous conversations every day in every place. 
Rather than seeing ourselves as people who build 
great ministries, we see ourselves as ministers who 
are commissioned to serve and build a great city.

OUR
VALUES

OUR
Strategy



TIMELINE
JULY 2021 
ANNOUNCE 
Website and social media channels launched.

SEPT 2021 
GATHERING 
Start gathering with launch team and building foundations.

APRIL 2022 
PRE-LAUNCH 
Monthly pre-launch services and regular outreach in the city.

SEPT 2022 
COMMISSION 
Officially released as a new church in Milton Keynes.

OCT 2022 
LAUNCH 
Regular worship services start and multiple groups.

As we step out to plant this new church, we are giving up our existing 
pastoral roles in Northampton, moving home and seeking to raise 
financial support from individuals, churches and organisations who 
are willing to partner with us, to help cover some of our personal 
living costs for the next two to three years.

As one of our supporters you will receive regular updates and prayer requests, where you’ll get to see 
first hand how your generosity is helping us make an impact in the city. Gifts can be given as one-off 
donations or can be spread out over the whole three years and if you are a UK taxpayer we can also 
benefit from Gift Aid. 

As the church grows and increases its own income, our goal is to gradually decrease our need for 
external support over the next two to three years.      

OUR
LAUNCH PLAN

SUPPORT
US

More information on how to  
give can be found at gcv.mk/give

EXTERNAL
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INTERNAL

INTERNAL
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50% 50%

25%



HOW TO  
GET INVOLVED

PRAY 
We long to see God do so much more in this city than we could 
ever accomplish by human effort. We need prayer partners who 
will join with us in this journey. If you would like to partner with 
us in prayer, please sign up for our newsletter to receive updates 
periodically on how you can be praying for us, and how God has 
been answering your prayers.

GIVE 
God-sized dreams require God-sized resources, and we have some 
pretty big dreams for Milton Keynes and beyond. We are asking if 
you would consider partnering with us. The generosity of people 
like you makes the impossible sustainable as we see God multiply 
our resources to change lives and cities. We would love for you to 
partner with us financially. 

JOIN 
A church isn’t made up of buildings and programmes, it is made 
up of people. If you have been reading this, and you find what you 
read resonating with you, you might be called to move with us and 
join with us in planting this church. If so, please do drop us a line, 
we would love to hear from you!

INVITE 
We want to ask you to share the good news of what God is up to 
with anyone you know in the area who is not already part of a 
Church. Even if you don’t know anyone in that area, you can also 
help us spread the word about our journey through social media. 
You can follow us on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter. You will not 
only help us get the word out but you will also be able to keep up 
with our story as it unfolds!



We are part of the Vineyard Movement, a worldwide family of more than 
2,500 churches in 5 continents with over 140 church locations here in 
the UK and Ireland. We are also supported by the Multiply Vineyard team 
who work alongside local Vineyard Churches to see multiplication 
happen on every level.

While much of our support, both prayerfully and practically is coming from Central Vineyard, as our 
sending church and also the Grand Union Vineyard in Milton Keynes. We’re also thrilled to be working 
alongside the churches we’ve been helping to plant in the last few years, with a vision to see even 
more churches planted across the south east corner of the Midlands and beyond. 

E: hello@gardencity.mk @gardencitymkInstagram  Twitter  Facebook

Copyright © 2021 Garden City Vineyard, Milton Keynes is a registered charity (No: 1194753). ‘VINEYARD’ is a United Kingdom and European Union trade 
mark registered to Vineyard Churches UK & Ireland. The ‘VINEYARD CHURCHES’ logo, Vineyard ‘grapes’ device and ‘VINEYARD’ with ‘grapes’ device logo are 
all registered trade marks of Vineyard Churches UK & Ireland. Used here under license. All rights reserved.                          Design: boilerhousecreative.co.uk

OUR 
PARTNERS

www.gardencity.mk


