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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to Ivy Church DNA. This document describes the essence of what makes us 
who we are as a network of churches. You may be new to the Christian faith or still 
checking it out, in which case this booklet will help you understand more about what it 
means to live as part of a Christian community. You may be new to Ivy. This booklet will 
help you understand what is at the heart of this church family to which you are invited. 
You may have been at Ivy for years, in which case Ivy Church DNA will re-affirm why you 
still belong. It answers questions like, ‘Who are we?’ and ‘Who do we want to be?’

In terms of our core beliefs, Ivy Church holds much in common with other 
Christian churches (you can read our Basis of Faith at the end of this) but there are 
characteristics of our mission and the way we do things that are unique. If these excite 
you, then you will feel comfortable with us — and we hope that you do!

In this document we highlight six aspects of Ivy’s DNA. Each is rooted in God’s 
character and calling to us as a church: Knowing, Growing and Going, which we pray will 
be more evident in our church life together as we keep our eyes fixed on Him. We hope 
that people coming to Ivy will recognise God’s presence amongst us, His hand on what 
we do, and His fingerprint on who we are.

As you read it, you will learn something about God’s character, something about Ivy’s 
mission, and something about yourself. We want you to be encouraged to press into 
everything God has for you as an individual, as part of a small group, a serving team, 
and as part of the wider church community in outreach.
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KNOWING
POSSESSING KNOWLEDGE OR UNDERSTANDING

We want to know God as he really is. We could not guess that he became a human 
being, Jesus Christ, without him revealing Himself to us — the Bible has revealed how 
we can relate to him and live life in all its fullness, now and forever. This isn’t religion, 
it’s relationship. We want to be stretched in our relationship with God because however 
fantastic, powerful, wonderful we may think God is — he is, and then some!

Jesus said he came to find us and help us find our way back to God. The world is not 
split up into the good and the bad, but rather into lost and found. He prayed, “Now this 
is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent”, John 17:3. Knowing God means having sins forgiven and living in faith and 
obedience to God our Father. Everyone needs that whatever your age, sex, colour or 
culture. Faith is being confident in the God we are getting to know, through worship, 
prayer and teaching. So, the first two aspects of Ivy Church’s DNA are being relevant in 
our world and confident in God.

1 - IVY IS… RELEVANT

Ivy Church started in 1893 when young Oliver Brockbank, a metal merchant living in 
Didsbury, told Mr. Green his gardener about Jesus and then they held the first ‘Didsbury 
Men’s Bible-Class’ on a Saturday afternoon in a terraced house on Hardman Street (now 
School Lane). The ‘downstairs’ servants in Didsbury village seldom had the clothes or 
education to feel at home in the local parish church, so most didn’t go. Brockbank made 
the gospel relevant to them. He met in their homes. He explained the gospel in a way 
they understood. His Bible study was relevant to these ordinary people — and the group 
grew rapidly.

The first aspect of Ivy Church’s DNA is being relevant. That’s not about trying to be 
cool, but it has everything to do with being accessible. We want everything we say and 
do to be relevant, authentic and accessible to people so they see the difference that the 
good news of Jesus Christ makes in our lives.Recognising that what they hear and see 
at Ivy is more than just words and religious actions, we want people to find it easy to 
join in with what we do — be it praise, prayer or parties.

When the apostle Paul was preaching he adapted the message without changing its 
truth, so he connected with what people knew and understood; Athens was full of 
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religious statues

“For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I 
even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. Now what you 
worship as something unknown I am going to proclaim to you.”

Paul in Athens (Acts 17:23)

We want to connect with people these days, communicating about a God they do 
not know but who wants to know them. We want to live out and give out the good 
news of Jesus Christ in everyday life. We do this through our services, in our church 
activities and in how we live, in ways people can relate to. We want to be real so that 
those around us recognise that the good news of Jesus Christ is relevant to them, that 
God loves them and can make a difference in their lives, whatever their past or present 
struggles. Everyone’s welcome — because nobody’s perfect, and all things are possible!

“We saw it, we heard it, and now we’re telling you so you can experience it 
along with us, this experience of communion with the Father and his Son, 
Jesus Christ.”

 (1 John 1:3)

John was one of Jesus’ closest disciples, and followed Jesus for the three years of His 
ministry on earth. No-one could challenge the reality of what he had experienced. He 
was a witness to what he had seen, heard and touched. In the same way, we want our 
lives to be authentic, honest and real. Where we have questions, let’s be honest about 
them. Where our faith is challenged, let’s share it. Where God has touched us deeply or 
brought His healing in our lives, let’s celebrate! We want to live out a real faith that can 
be recognised by those around us. We want to be people full of God’s grace and truth, 
not wearing masks but avoiding religious pretence that prevents others from knowing 
God. We want to demonstrate the amazing difference that knowing Him can make in 
every life.

“I kept my bearings in Christ — but I entered their world and tried to 
experience things from their point of view”

Paul, in his first letter to the church in Corinth (1 Cor 9:19)

Paul had Christ at the centre of his life, but this didn’t mean his message was not easily 
understood by those he spoke with. Far from it. Paul entered fully into other people’s 
lives and cultures, not approving of all their choices but seeing things from their point 
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of view and communicating the Gospel in a way that they understood and were able to 
respond to. Similarly, at Ivy, we want our worship to be easy to engage with, our prayer 
to be relevant, and our preaching to be easily understood, so that God’s power can be 
accessed and experienced by as many people as possible and they can live a changed 
life in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Within Ivy Church’s DNA, there is a passion to be relevant to the world around us 
without compromising our faith, to make our activities accessible to others, and to be 
honest in the various ups and downs of our Christian life.

2 - IVY IS… CONFIDENT

The second character in Ivy Church’s DNA is being confident - not in our own ability but 
in God who hears and answers prayer. On 24 September 1961, Rev. ‘Bobs’ Lamb, Ivy’s 
pastor, was killed in a car crash. He had just led the Harvest Festival service. The church 
came together to pray, and whilst attendance dwindled to around 35 people (mainly 
elderly people, including about eight retired men, a few children and three teenagers), 
within a year the Rev. Frank Larkin was in place. He had a vision to see new workers, 
leaders, youth and student work. Those 35 people would be thrilled to see how God has 
answered their prayers. In 2020, Ivy Church now has regular weekly attendees of more 
than 400 with 700 on the database, a staff of 20, and an eldership of seven.

We never want to limit what God’s power can accomplish through His church. We want 
to be confident in His leading on whatever adventure He takes us on. We want to be 
open to encounter God in new ways that may surprise us.

There has never been the slightest doubt in my mind that the God who 
started this great work in you would keep at it and bring it to a flourishing 
finish on the very day Christ Jesus appears.

Paul in his letter to the church in Philippi (Phil. 1:3)

Paul was confident in God. He was sure that God would supply every need, lead His 
Church and complete any work which He had started. At Ivy Church, we want our 
confidence to be in God as He leads us on His journey for this church, and not in our 
own plans or abilities. We never want to limit what God can do; rather, we want to trust 
Him every step of the way — confident that He will supply all our needs and complete 
the work He started here over a century ago.

Hezekiah put his whole trust in the God of Israel. There was no king quite like 
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him, either before or after. He held fast to God — never loosened his grip — 
and obeyed to the letter everything God had commanded Moses. And God, 
for His part, held fast to him through all his adventures.

2 Kings 18:5

At Ivy Church, we never feel that we have arrived or that our journey is complete. We 
are on a journey of discovery with God who leads us forward. The journey has many 
surprises and some tough challenges, but we know that as we hold fast to God’s hand, 
like Hezekiah in the Old Testament, God will hold us securely through the adventure. 
Prayer is at the heart of all we do, the way we focus on God allowing Him to speak, 
guide and guard us on the journey.

I am still confident of this: I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of 
the living. Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.

Psalm 27:13, 14

Ivy is now a network of churches that want to encounter God on each step of the 
journey. We know that without God, we are nothing; but with God we will influence this 
city, country, continent and the world for good. We see lives transformed continually as 
people experience God’s goodness in their lives. We are characterised by an expectancy 
of encountering God each time we meet together.

One of the most important parts of Ivy Church’s DNA is this confidence in God; He will 
lead us forward, step by step, whatever the circumstances. He will provide everything 
we need for the journey and reveal Himself on the way. This is exciting! We don’t know 
how God will lead us, or the surprises He has in store for us; but we do know this: God 
is with us, we are confident in Him and in His future for Ivy Church, everywhere we plant 
and go.

GROWING
TO INCREASE IN SIZE OR AMOUNT; TO REACH MATURITY

We are intentional about the importance of community: real friendships and family. We 
encourage anyone we come into contact with to become a fully committed disciple and 
work out what that means by belonging with us in community. Jesus challenged people 
to nothing less than this kind of community, and so we encourage every Jesus-follower 
to be in a small group (we call them Grow Groups).



6

God adopted you into his family, created your heart to need community, a place to know 
and be known, love and be loved, serve and be served, care and be cared for. Church is 
not just gathering in rows and you will only know the reality of following Jesus in face to 
face small group community. 

So, the next two aspects of Ivy Church’s DNA have to do with growing as a community 
and in spiritual maturity — we are welcoming of others and empowering of each others 
gifts and talents.

3 - IVY IS… WELCOMING

The third aspect of Ivy Church’s DNA is that we are a welcoming church – no perfect 
people allowed! We want to show others the same welcome that God gave us when we 
first found our way back to Him, open arms full of love and grace that say, “Come as you 
are! It’s good to see you. We’re glad you’re here; let’s journey together”.

“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only 
Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, 
anyone can have a whole and lasting life.

John’s Gospel (John 3:16)

Thousands of people in Manchester haven’t heard the gospel yet. They haven’t had 
the clear opportunity to decide for themselves whether they will follow Jesus as their 
Leader and Forgiver. Everyone needs His love and grace in their lives. He has come 
to share His life with us, so now we want to share our lives with everyone around us 
at every opportunity, and really welcome people when they come into church. We 
want people to feel at ease with us, to find simple ways to check us out and choose to 
become part of our community: listening, participating and responding freely to this 
good news.

“Then he told his servants, ‘We have a wedding banquet all prepared but 
no guests. The ones I invited weren’t up for it. Go out into the busiest 
intersections in town and invite anyone you find to the banquet.’ The servants 
went out on the streets and rounded up everyone they laid eyes on, good and 
bad, regardless. And so the banquet was on — every place filled.”

Jesus’ parable of the wedding banquet (Matt 22:8)

Ivy is a group of churches of different styles and sizes, meeting in ways that means 
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everyone is invited, whatever their background, however much or little they already 
understand of God, and whatever their needs. We want to make it easy to invite people, 
we want to get to know newcomers, to make new friends and help them find out more 
about God. We want people to find it easy to get to know us too as a friendly and 
welcoming community, looking out for new people and making them feel at ease when 
they visit — be it at a Sunday service, an Alpha Course, or a midweek group.

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.”

Jesus Sermon on the Mount (Luke 6:21)

We are a community of people who have wept together through tough times, and 
laughed together as God has carried us through, whilst building His church. We look out 
for one another, support one another through hardship, and encourage one another to 
press on. We rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep, because 
we are connected to one another as the Body of Christ.

Ivy is a welcoming community, eager to invite and put visitors at ease whether they 
want to find out more and join by contributing their time, treasure and talents, or just 
passing through. Each week as we meet together we want to create and improve 
systems to welcome new friends into the family and make them feel at home with us. 

4 - IVY IS… EMPOWERING

Since the church started, Ivy Church has had just seven senior pastors. In the early 
days Oliver Brockbank organised the services. Then a senior pastor was appointed and 
supported by a church secretary and a treasurer. Today Anthony Delaney works as 
Strategic Leader with elders and staff, Grow group leaders, musicians, Youth workers, 
and many more! We are ‘elder guarded, staff guided and member gifted.’ The Bible says 
Christians are a ‘Kingdom of Priests’ so Ivy values every member ministry, everyone is 
encouraged to be ‘Ambassadors for Christ’ - who use the gifts God has given them and 
as they discover and deploy their gifts in service, more and more leaders develop.

The fourth aspect of Ivy Church’s DNA is that we are an empowering church, a church 
that encourages and enables those who belong here to take responsibility to grow and 
mature as disciples. We want everyone to use the spiritual gifts and talents that God has 
given for the good of the whole church — to enjoy being who we are made to be and 
doing what we are made to do.

It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
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evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for 
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.

Paul in his letter to the church at Ephesus (Eph. 4:11-12)

Ivy is part of the body of Christ, a community where people can find their place and 
can develop the gifts that God has given them, for the encouragement of the rest of 
the church. We want to be a community which empowers missionaries to Manchester 
and beyond, wherever and however God calls you to serve Him. We want everyone to 
find their place in a dynamic church where we have many opportunities for service e.g. 
in children or youth work, prayer or teaching, mission or music. Every gift is needed 
so that we can be strengthened to be the church we are made to be, reaching out 
with God’s love to those around us in Manchester, and now through NewThing and our 
mission partners increasingly in the UK, across Europe and around the world.

Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts that build up the 
church.

Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth (1 Cor. 14:12)

Every gift you have comes from God and you are accountable to steward it well. Ivy 
Church helps you do this as we encourage the use and growth of spiritual gifts to build 
up the church. We need God’s wisdom, His word in season, and His supernatural touch 
on our lives. We need each other on the journey, and for everyone to play their part in 
the life of the church; it’s not a pleasure cruiser but a group of lifeboats on an urgent 
rescue mission where it is ‘all hands on deck!’

If you preach, just preach God’s Message, nothing else; if you help, just help, 
don’t take over; if you teach, stick to your teaching; if you give encouraging 
guidance, be careful that you don’t get bossy; if you’re put in charge, don’t 
manipulate; if you’re called to give aid to people in distress, keep your eyes 
open and be quick to respond; if you work with the disadvantaged, don’t let 
yourself get irritated with them or depressed by them. Keep a smile on your 
face.

Paul’s letter to the church in Rome (Romans 12:4-8)

We want to encourage everyone to do what they are made to do, to be who God has 
made them to be, without comparison to anyone else which only leads to envy or pride. 
God will build Ivy as each part does its work and we fulfil the roles He has gifted us 
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for. This is a community of ordinary people equipped by an amazing God to carry His 
presence for the display of His glory. We want to encourage everyone to find their place, 
to be empowered to be the person they are made and saved to be, and to encourage 
and build up the rest of the church on the journey we are on together.

GOING
THE ACT OF LEAVING OR DEPARTING; PROGRESSING; ADVANCING

God thinks and acts globally. He wants His kingdom to spread beyond the walls of all 
our meetings and never be contained by buildings. How amazing is our privilege to be 
used by God to take His love and message out to the world.

Our strategy for this is simple: we invest in the relationships we already have and make 
more and more friends, we demonstrate how God’s love has changed our lives by our 
words and witness, and we invite people to come and see for themselves by bringing 
them to a meeting where they can hear the good news of Jesus Christ and experience 
an encounter with the living God. With God’s Holy Spirit empowering us - lives get 
transformed!

The last two aspects of the Ivy Church DNA are that we are outward looking and 
adventurous!

5 - IVY IS… OUTWARD LOOKING

The fifth aspect of Ivy Church’s DNA is being outward-looking. Ivy supported its first 
mission partners in 1901, eight years after Oliver Brockbank’s first Bible study: in China, 
India and Egypt. Since then, Ivy has commissioned dozens of mission partners and 
encouraged many hundreds of people to serve the Lord in short and long term across 
the UK and around the world! Currently over 12% of our annual budget goes out to 
support the work of mission partners and mission organisations and Ivy has in recent 
years become part of a network of churches called NewThing - creating, training and 
deploying apostolic leaders to plant thousands of new reproducing churches around the 
world. 

We do all this because we want to demonstrate the love that God has shown us in 
practical ways to those who have not yet experienced His love. We want to reach out 
and declare the truth of the gospel in ways that people can hear and understand. We 
want to be generous and sacrificial in the ways we declare and demonstrate the gospel.
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I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you established your 
faithfulness in heaven itself.

A song of Ethan the Ezrahite (Psalm 89:2)

We take opportunities to declare God’s love and faithfulness in any appropriate way — 
whether it is from the pulpit, over a pint or when the press report on what God is doing 
here as The Independent recently featured us. We know that more often than not it is 
our actions more than our words that speak to a needy world but we are not ashamed 
of the gospel because it’s the power of God for salvation. We will declare it in all we say 
and do. 

Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and 
go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’”

Jesus parable of the sheep and the goats (Matt. 25:37-40)

We are blessed, to be a blessing. Ivy is a church that cares for the broken, the downcast 
and needy in Manchester and around the world through many organisations, like like 
N-Gage and New Day. We know that expressing God’s love in word only or deed only is 
insufficient. Words are proven by acts are sufficient and this is why it is in Ivy Church’s 
DNA is to reach out and to help meet the needs of the communities around us.

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous 
and willing to share.

Paul’s first letter to Timothy (1 Tim. 6:18)

Paul’s exhortation was to the rich of his age, and by his standards, by global standards, 
we are all rich! So part of Ivy Church’s DNA is to be increasingly generous with what 
God has given us, be it our time, talents and treasure. We want to be extravagant in 
what we give to this world, we never look more like God than when we operate from a 
faith filled and generous spirit, while seeking justice for the poor, the outcast and the 
needy. We are outward-looking.
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6 - IVY IS… ADVENTUROUS

The sixth aspect of Ivy Church’s DNA is being adventurous. When Oliver Brockbank’s 
Bible study became too big for the terraced house on what is now School Lane, he 
moved the study to a larger property on Barlow Moor Road called Ivy Cottage. When 
the study grew too big for this meeting place, he built a new Hall in the garden. The 
work continued to grow, and he built the present Ivy Didsbury Hub where our offices 
are presently based.

In the late 1950s and early 1960s the church was active in setting up a church in 
Brooklands. Later a church was planted in Heaton Moor. In the 1980s and 1990s Ivy 
started meeting as separate congregations in Northenden and Withington. Some of 
those came back together as the century turned but at the time of writing we travelled 
around the whole city on an exciting adventure where we found we grow as we go so 
now we meet as Kingsway at Cineworld Didsbury as well as in new churches planted in 
Fallowfield, Sharston, Didsbury and most recently Merseybank. By the grace of God we 
continue to grow, meeting in various locations to accommodate the new people that 
God brings in and we reach out to. 

We are always expectant, seeking God’s next step. We do this not relying on our own 
strength, but on God’s wisdom, provision and equipping for the continuing journey of 
faith. We prayerfully anticipate planting more and more Ivy Churches that share our 
DNA, as well as encouraging and equipping hundreds of NewThing church partners 
across the UK and Europe. The only constant is change! DNA means the body changes 
year by year and we see this happens as we listen to God’s voice and obey his call in our 
lives. We are not afraid to try things out, because the only failure is not having a go at all 
and we know God blesses adventure, he calls it faith.

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was 
going.

Writer to the Hebrews (Heb. 11:8)

We don’t pretend to know where we will end up on this journey of faith that we are 
all involved in. We have looked at what God has already given us in terms of land and 
properties and seek to be the best possible stewards of those gifts for the mission. 
In the future we may lease or buy buildings, but that is not the main focus. We keep 
asking God for greater faith, obedient lives, and that He will open doors. We know this: 
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God has a plan and a purpose for Ivy Church that is greater than we could ever ask 
for or imagine. We are called together to live by faith, trust in God who never changes 
whatever else does, He will not let us down. This can be scary and ‘on-the-edge’, but 
risk is right and the alternative is a wasted life. Being settled is not in our DNA — being 
secure and confident that God will not let us down is.

I can do everything through him who gives me strength.

Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi (Phil. 4:13)

Join with Ivy if you are also one who will trust in God’s strength and resources for the 
journey that He takes us on, both as individuals and as a church community. We know, 
like the apostle Paul, that the Christian life is not always easy. There are questions that 
we do not know the answer to. There are pains, uncertainties and challenges that we 
face and difficulties that sometimes seem too much to bear. Deep in our DNA, however, 
is the conviction that God walks with us, and strengthens us daily as we follow Him.

“Now it’s time to change your ways! Turn to face God so he can wipe away 
your sins, pour out showers of blessing to refresh you, and send you the 
Messiah he prepared for you, namely, Jesus.

Luke’s second book (Acts 3:19)

God doesn’t change. But God calls us to change, both as individuals and as a church. 
Change is a sign of life! Consider what you were like ten years ago. I expect that you 
have changed. Ivy has changed too and now become a network of churches, we expect 
to go on changing over the next ten years.

Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let not your hands be idle, for 
you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will 
do equally well.

Words of King Solomon (Ecc. 11:6)

Ivy is a church that is not afraid to try things out, to do ‘both/and’, because we don’t 
always know what will succeed. Sometimes we meet all together in celebration, and 
we meet in smaller groups for community. We are adventurous, we are thrilled when 
things work out well. If they don’t, we simply move on, learn a lesson and try something 
different!

Ivy Church is an adventurous church and an exciting place to be. We never want to lose 
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that buzz, to feel settled, or miss out on anything that God has in store for us. We are 
happy to try different paths, even if some are dead-ends - so that we discover which is 
God’s path for us.

LAST WORDS
You can be a part of this community of God’s people. If you feel far from God right 
now, we can help you find your way back to God. That’s what we are here for. Ordinary 
people Knowing God, so we have a confidence in God and a faith that is real and 
relevant in today’s world. Growing because we are welcoming new people every week 
with open arms and empowering them to be who God has made them to be. Going 
because we are outward-looking and adventurous, on a journey together — moving 
forward into the future that God has in store for us.

We don’t get everything right so don’t expect perfection. If it was a perfect church we 
wouldn’t fit in and we wouldn’t let you in either! But we want to do everything with 
Excellence – doing our best for God, with what He has given us, where He has put us. 

You’ll only know what this means if you step out of the stands and get some skin in 
the game. Come and play your part; learn, laugh, love, give and receive to leave a 
legacy. Commit to this church by baptism as a sign that you follow Jesus Christ and 
membership as a sign that you are willing to contribute generously, preserve the unity 
and serve in community. We wouldn’t be complete without you.

ARTICLES OF FAITH
Ivy Church’s Articles of Faith are taken from the Basis of Faith of the Fellowship of 
Independent Evangelical Churches dated February 2009: 

GOD

There is one God, who exists eternally in three distinct but equal persons: the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. God is unchangeable in his holiness, justice, wisdom and 
love. He is the almighty Creator; Saviour and Judge who sustains and governs all things 
according to his sovereign will for his own glory.
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THE BIBLE

God has revealed himself in the Bible, which consists of the Old and New Testaments 
alone. Every word was inspired by God through human authors, so that the Bible as 
originally given is in its entirety the Word of God, without error and fully reliable in fact 
and doctrine. The Bible alone speaks with final authority and is always sufficient for all 
matters of belief and practice.

THE HUMAN RACE

All men and women, being created in the image of God, have inherent and equal dignity 
and worth. Their greatest purpose is to obey, worship and love God. As a result of the 
fall of our first parents, every aspect of human nature has been corrupted and all men 
and women are without spiritual life, guilty sinners and hostile to God. Every person is 
therefore under the just condemnation of God and needs to be born again, forgiven and 
reconciled to God in order to know and please him.

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

The Lord Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of a virgin, and lived a sinless life in obedience to the Father. He taught with 
authority and all his words are true. On the cross he died in the place of sinners, bearing 
God’s punishment for their sin, redeeming them by his blood. He rose from the dead 
and in his resurrection body ascended into heaven where he is exalted as Lord of all. He 
intercedes for his people in the presence of the Father.

SALVATION

Salvation is entirely a work of God’s grace and cannot be earned or deserved. It has 
been accomplished by the Lord Jesus Christ and is offered to all in the gospel. God in 
his love forgives sinners whom he calls, granting them repentance and faith. All who 
believe in Christ are justified by faith alone, adopted into the family of God and receive 
eternal life.

THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit has been sent from heaven to glorify Christ and to apply his work of 
salvation. He convicts sinners, imparts spiritual life and gives a true understanding of the 
Bible. He indwells all believers, brings assurance of salvation and produces increasing 
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likeness to Christ. He builds up the Church and empowers its members for worship, 
service and mission.

THE CHURCH

The universal Church is the body of which Christ is the head and to which all who are 
saved belong. It is made visible in local churches, which are congregations of believers 
who are committed to each other for the worship of God, the preaching of the Word, 
the administering of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; for pastoral care and discipline, 
and for evangelism. The unity of the body of Christ is expressed within and between 
churches by mutual love, care and encouragement. True fellowship between churches 
exists only where they are faithful to the gospel.

BAPTISM AND COMMUNION

Baptism and Communion have been given to the churches by Christ as visible signs of 
the gospel. Baptism is a symbol of union with Christ and entry into his Church but does 
not impart spiritual life. Communion is a commemoration of Christ’s sacrifice offered 
once for all and involves no change in the bread and wine. All its blessings are received 
by faith.

THE FUTURE

The Lord Jesus Christ will return in glory. He will raise the dead and judge the world in 
righteousness. The wicked will be sent to eternal punishment and the righteous will be 
welcomed into a life of eternal joy in fellowship with God. God will make all things new 
and will be glorified forever.


