
Elders 
Joyce Gbeleyi On behalf of the Elders

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, welcome to the 

Annual report for 2021 - Ivy’s Year of Mercy. In His 

infinite Mercy, our God has delivered us from many 

trials, stood with us through tribulation and carried 

us in times of trouble.

“ The LORD will fight for you; you need only to 

be still,” Exodus 14:14 

At the beginning of January 2021, some of us 

might have fully expected to be the ones with 

the capacity to show mercy to our neighbours, 

considering ourselves to have emerged relatively 

unscathed from the challenges of 2020. Yet, in 

the uncertainty of the ensuing months, we’ve 

experienced uncomfortable role reversals, where 

we ourselves became recipients of merciful acts of 

kindness from others. This is Kingdom living at its 

finest; Jesus loved switching up the societal norms 

of his day! 

“ Here it is again, the Great Reversal: many of 

the first ending up last, and the last first,” 

Matthew 20:16

We have been so very blessed to have Anthony’s 

visionary and decisive leadership through 

another year of uncertainty, filled with change 

and challenge. We have welcomed new staff to 

complement our team. We have also been blessed 

with many stalwarts within our church family who 

have taken bold steps to initiate new things. Most 

of all we have been enabled, by the unflinching 

loyalty of our church family, in prayer support, 

prophetic words and prioritised giving, to stand 

firm.

2021 has proved to be a year of goodbyes and 

hellos, as familiar faces have moved on to join the 

wider church family and new faces have flocked 

to our fold, either online or at our in person 

services. It has been a real pleasure witnessing our 

committed Faith Lift fellowship each weekday- 

long may it continue! 

“ Now Faith is the assurance of things hoped 

for, the conviction of things not seen,” 

Hebrews 11:1 

Discover
Tim Burr

Discover is all about how we can discover people 

far from God and help them discover Jesus, both 

together as a church, and by every person being 

equipped and empowered to reach out wherever 

they are, whoever they are with!

In collaboration with Deploy, we have developed 

the Discipleship Pathway Course, helping us 

become disciples that make disciples through 

practical teaching, simple tools and empowering 

friendships. Many people have come to faith as a 

result and new discipleship groups have started 

and multiplied! 



We are thrilled that the Discover team has grown, 

with Danny Baker becoming the Centre Manager 

for Ladybridge Connect. In September we had a 

Discover Breakfast for anyone at Ivy who is doing 

what they can to reach others. We want to thank 

Paul and Charlotte Healey for doing an amazing 

job leading the Alpha course in the Autumn term 

and pray for Phil and Alice Nicholas as they start 

Alpha in January. My prayer for all of us in 2022 is 

that we would be those who continue to discover 

and gaze upon the beauty of our Lord and that all 

we do flows from there.

Ladybridge Connect 
Danny Baker

This year we have finally been able to utilise the 

wonderful site that God gave us in 2019. Sunday 

gatherings commenced at the Brockbank Centre in 

the summer and have been happening every week 

since and we have also seen the launch of regular 

FLOW worship nights led by Ivy members.

The Ivy Café was launched on 18 November. It’s 

currently open once a week on Thursdays and 

we have already got to know a good number 

of regulars. The volunteers have been amazing, 

showing dedication, friendship and professionalism 

as they serve God and the community and a 

number of visitors have commented on the great 

atmosphere. 

Our partnership with the sports clubs has grown 

from strength to strength and we’re looking 

forward to finding the first person who comes 

to Ivy and plays cricket, lacrosse and bowls! 

Everyone associated with Ladybridge has been 

delighted with the wonderful new centre and is 

really impressed by the level of investment Ivy has 

put into the facility. We have been able to create 

connections with local NHS, social services teams 

and Cheadle Hulme churches together.

Deliver
Louise Yuill

Deliver is all about how we reach out and bring 

people into the freedom of an ongoing and 

maturing relationship with Christ in connection 

with our church community.

Our plans for pastoral care developments, 

including for more formal training, were cut 

short when the global pandemic took hold. As 

we entered lockdown, we recognised the need 

to be able to provide and deliver pastoral care in 

multiple contexts, including digitally. In September 

2021 we relaunched Ivy Care following a training 

evening and now have listeners who provide 

support to those seeking help for an agreed period 

of time, walking alongside them and loving them in 

a time of need. 

“ You have been absolutely brilliant, such a 

massive help to me and your prayers too. 

Now I feel strong enough to carry on. Thank 

you once again for the love and care you 

showed me.” 

Ivy Care client

CAP
Gail Jackson

We celebrated 10 years of the Ivy CAP Debt Centre 

and saw our 101st debt free client. This means that 

265 people, their partners and children now live in 

a debt-free home.

“ I can’t wait until I have paid that final 

payment! There has been a huge change in 

the way I view money and CAP have been 

instrumental in that. God is so Good.” 

CAP client

Through the generosity of Ivy members we were 

also able to go the extra mile and bless clients 

with food shops, phone top-ups, flowers and 

chocolates.  

Devote
Lisa Lee

Devote focuses on helping people to become 

wholehearted, devoted followers of Jesus in their 

daily lives through teaching, prayer and worship. 

Pete Dawson initially developed the role and I have 

taken it on more recently.

We have continued to do all we can, as restrictions 

permitted. From January to June, we had live 

streamed services. When we were able to meet up 

in person indoors again, we restarted our in person 

Sunday gatherings at Didsbury and launched 

gatherings at Cheadle Hulme, which, along with a 

number of very powerful Ivy Central times, have 



been so precious. 

We recognise that we also have a new online 

family, so, since the end of June, we have 

continued with weekly Ivy Online Sunday services 

as well as meeting in person. We know many in 

different time zones join us globally, as well as 

those who watch together.

Worship Wednesdays began online at the end of 

April, and when we were able to sing together 

outdoors, we did so during the summer. It was a 

joy to be able to gather together to bring praise to 

our Lord!

We have continued with our weekday Faith Lifts, 

shared by our staff team and inspiring guests to a 

consistent, caring community which is continually 

growing.

A recent highlight was the outdoor Carol Service 

at Cheadle Hulme which grows every year despite 

Covid. This time everyone enjoyed making a 

Christingle and more than a hundred people, 

including many from the local community braved 

the cold and heard the good news of Christ loud 

and clear.

Develop
Louise Yuill

Develop is all about how we equip one another for 

works of service, so that the body of Christ

may be built up through releasing God’s power 

through God’s people; regardless of age, gender or 

race.

In February 2021, Ivy’s first micro church course 

came to an end, but for many participants the 

work of starting to reach out in new ways to new 

people was just beginning. Since then a number 

of micro churches have been planted through 

Ivy church members (including the Message 

Community Church which is not so micro - we 

need a better name!). A church in Devon led by 

course trainees is now multiplying to become 

three different kinds of church. People from the 

course meet regularly to listen, pray, support and 

encourage one another. It’s so exciting to see and 

hear what God is doing.

At the start of the Autumn term the staff team had 

a retreat day where we spent time in fellowship, 

and gave presentations from the perspective of 

our individual roles within the team. We shared 

our visions and plans for the year ahead, prayed 

for one another and ended by taking communion 

together. It was such an inspiring and life giving 

day!

The staff team has also benefited from training on 

various matters including diversity issues, multi-

generational church, raising up others to serve, 

consolidating our vision and collaborating toward 

it. Those who devote themselves to Jesus get 

developed by him and we look forward to working 

with YOU even more in this year of rebuilding to 

discover the passions and develop the gifts and 

skills the Lord has placed inside you. Find your 

place to build on the wall! 

WTC
Lorna Lindsay

One way many Ivy people develop their walk 

with Christ and influence for him is by studying 

with Westminster Theological Centre. Anthony 

remains a faculty member teaching Church Plant 

Leadership. 

During 2021 our partnership with WTC has 

continued to evolve as we have adapted to the 

ongoing impact of Covid 19. As restrictions eased 

we were able to meet together face to face moving 

to the Brockbank Centre for Hub evenings and at 

our Residential in September. In October, Lorna 

Lindsay joined the team as Hub Director, to cover 

Abi Shuttleworth’s maternity leave. 

Personal Formation sessions and worship times 

led by our students have impacted us all in a 

wonderful way, including supporting one another 

in prayer. We have developed a series of events 

to support recruitment over the next few months, 

including a Kingdom Theology evening and a 

series of online open events. Please pray for new 

students to join us and while praying,  ask God 

whether you should do it!

Deploy
Steve Small

Deploy is all about how we deploy our church 

members into their world to make disciples, 

reaching people who are far from God.

Throughout 2021 we continued to be committed 

to both local and world mission as church and in 



supporting our mission partners, as well working 

with other churches, organisations and people. 

Additionally we continue to run our CAP centre, 

Eden Merseybank team and Ladybridge Connect.

It has been amazing to see our partners adapt to 

changing times; many of you have been involved 

helping with the Message Community Grocery 

and they’re rolling out more shops across the UK. 

ROC continues to bring communities together 

for transformation. Dignity keeps multiplying 

and is now in 5 countries, 900 Communities and 

reaching 180,000 people through their incredible 

life groups. N-Gage’s work with over 500 young 

people annually has been further recognised with 

awards locally and nationally, most recently with a 

Pride of Manchester Award.

Steve and Flor in Bangkok have been teaching, 

writing books, preaching and helping other 

seminaries and colleges get more online using a 

system Steve has developed. Ray and Bridget are 

in the process of handing their incredible work on 

to others in Costa Rica as they look to ‘retire’ back 

in the UK. Ed and Martine have been discipling new 

believers and starting groups among their local 

Iranian community. Phil and Christy have been 

helping head up the church’s response to climate 

change bringing many together during COP26 and 

have moved with YWAM to Scotland. Nick and 

Becky have led more to Jesus and trained many 

more disciples, as well as prayer walking around 

every ward boundary in Manchester. Trish and Malc 

have spent much of 2021 bravely handing over 

their missional work to new leaders in Chalkida 

Greece.

Henneke, who is leaving for Greece imminently, 

has been preparing the Hephzibah Project, a 

café ministry in Athens to reach and love women 

refugees and asylum seekers. Safe and Free are 

pioneering new ways to put human trafficking out 

of business. Boaz Trust have seen a big increase 

in need and numbers of people destitute asylum 

seekers and refugees. Light have been busy online 

and are beginning to see their bands back in 

schools, festivals and missions. Barnabus have also 

needed to be flexible and innovative as they keep 

serving our city’s homeless, feeding and caring for 

thousands each month.

So many at Ivy have stepped up in mission, serving 

different communities, praying for people, starting 

new groups, even new churches and sharing the 

gospel. 

We are excited as we look forward to Festival 

Manchester and new opportunities for all of us to 

be on mission for God. Watch this space for more 

news on that!

NewThing
Tim Burr

Our partnership with New Thing exists to 

catalyse movements of reproducing churches 

that reproduce at every level. NewThing comes 

alongside apostolic leaders around the world to 

help them start and sustain movements of church 

planting in their city, nation or continent. Anthony 

Delaney and Ivy Church have been a key part 

of pioneering the work of NewThing in Western 

Europe since we joined the movement in 2015. In 

May of 2021, Tim Burr joined NewThing as Director 

for Western Europe covering for Emma Jeffery’s 

maternity leave. 

We celebrate the development of an apostolic 

team for the region in the past year, with Ian 

King (UK), Luc Favre (France, Switzerland) and 

Timo Heimlich (Germany) committing to working 

together to help equip and support churches to 

multiply. This more than fulfils the original dreams 

for NewThing so we needed bigger ones!  

We have also been developing a partnership with 

M4 Europe and DCPI, organisations that train 

church planters as movement makers across the 

continent. Our big dream is that together we see 

disciples made and churches planted in every 

village, town and city across Europe. You are part 

of this great work if you’re part of Ivy! 

Despite the continued challenges of the pandemic 

in 2021 we have seen the Kingdom of God 

advancing through the many churches that are 

part of NewThing in the region. With new churches 

planted and apprentice leaders trained, we believe 

this is just the beginning and God wants to do even 

more to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to the 

415 million people that live in Western Europe.

LAUNCH
Joel Delaney

We were grateful to take what we had learnt about 

moving LAUNCH from a fully in-person event pre-

Covid-19 to host three great, mostly online, events 



in 2021, which served well over 300 leaders from 

several nations throughout the year. One highlight 

was that over 30 attendees from across Uganda 

signed up for LAUNCH: Brave New Church. It has 

been incredible to see barriers being removed by 

moving online.

Anthony Delaney was also privileged to be 

invited as the UK keynote speaker at the Global 

Leadership Summit streamed events held across 

the UK in the autumn, a reflection of the quality of 

leadership teaching he provides. 

Ivy Kids
Chris Jackson & Holly Heap

We started this exciting year online, with IKTV 

running weekly at the start of the year and then 

fortnightly as we were able to do more in person.  

Weekly zoom get togethers enabled the children 

to keep connected and im:press gave families 

devotional ideas. Care packages were sent out to 

all parents as they began home-schooling again at 

the start of the year.

As restrictions lifted, Family church met for 

those with children aged 0-7 and we had lots 

of fun, places booked up very quickly and were 

enthusiastically received. IK Hang out for 7-11 year 

olds gave the children a chance to meet face to 

face and rebuild their friendships. 

Ivy Buds restarted in Cheadle Hulme and Didsbury 

as a support group for new mums and became a 

lifeline for many as they navigated the early days 

of parenthood in lockdown. This has continued at 

Didsbury throughout the year and is now open to 

all pre-schoolers. We also prayed with Ivy mums-

to-be in person and over zoom. 

The Family Picnic in July was a great opportunity 

for families to meet up again, followed up with an 

IK event in October which gave the parents time to 

chat together over cake in the Brockbank Centre 

whilst Holly and Chris entertained the children in 

the Pavilion. 

Backpackers Holiday club in the summer was a 

week of vibrant and exciting adventures and many 

Ivy kids brought their friends to hear the good 

news of Jesus. The Glow Party was also a lot of fun 

as we celebrated Jesus, the light of the world and 

Santa’s Grotto included a beautiful calm Nativity 

trail which allowed families to meet Santa and then 

focus on the real meaning of Christmas. 

In person church has allowed us to restart IK 

groups on Sunday mornings at Didsbury and 

Cheadle Hulme. 

Prayer meetings (initially on zoom) for team 

were held and we have more recently focussed 

on rebuilding team with social events. We are so 

grateful for our committed team.

The major change for IK this year has been saying 

goodbye and thank you to Katy and welcoming 

Holly to the team. We have focused on enabling 

and equipping families to disciple their children 

at home and the Advent Adventure has been a 

huge success as a kick start to simple activities to 

worship God together at home. 

Ivy Youth
Luke Anthony & Gemma Tuson

January 2021 saw us meeting on Zoom and 

YouTube. Although not our preference, our online 

time together did continue to give the youth an 

opportunity to discuss how they were truly feeling 

in the third lockdown. Relationships became 

stronger than ever before and were deepened 

through honest discussions.

We have always taken great pride in authentic 

relationships at Ivy Youth. Building great 

relationships is central to the culture we want to 

see and we have been constantly and consistently 

available to support the youth throughout the 

whole pandemic. 

We continued our once a month Sunday evening 

service, Ivy Celebration! After being asked to hold 

a spider and snake in our December 2020 service, 

Luke was happy to see the January service was 

on YouTube. In a curious twist of events, Avril who 

organised the bush tucker trial was volunteered to 

eat a whole chilli for our ‘game’. The video remains 

on YouTube and is well worth a watch. 

As restrictions were lifted we moved all our weekly 

meetings back to Monday night and Ivy Youth 

continues to flourish. We have seen so many new 

young people come to us and get embedded into 

the family.

July 2021 saw Gemma Tuson’s move from 

dedicated volunteer to staff team member. Gemma 



ensures that the youth feel loved, welcomed and 

valued and most importantly has helped them 

to become closer to Jesus. We are so incredibly 

grateful to all our Youth Leaders who have made 

the past year so successful. 

We looked at some big topics including racism, 

climate change and social injustice. In addition, 

we looked at identity, belonging and purpose, 

one of our favourite ever series. It’s so incredibly 

important to be telling the youth of today, who 

struggle finding their place in the world, that our 

identity, sense of belonging and purpose are found 

in relationship with God. 

The disappointment of our first weekend away 

being cut short really impacted us as a team, 

though the blow was softened by the incredible 

grace and generosity shown by parents and 

guardians. When we finally made it on our 

weekend away (whooo), it was better than we 

could have ever hoped for! 

The final social of the year showed just how far we 

have come as a youth group, as we could’ve rented 

out the whole of the bowling alley. Thank you 

Jesus for blessing us with so many young people- 

what an incredible year!

And More…
As you can imagine, there is so much more to the 

life of the church than can be encapsulated in an 

annual report. We can’t report on every prayer 

prayed, miracle experienced, step of faith taken, 

disappointment grappled with, new friendship 

invested in or every act of mercy to one another. 

We do know that God sees everything and knows 

how we have held onto Him in another turbulent 

year. 

We want to say thank you to those groups of 

people who have led basketball and football 

groups, invaluable Ivy @ Work sessions and 

mentoring, prayer, worship and reflection 

opportunities including our Wave of Light and 

Flow teams plus many, many other things. 

Grow Groups 
We are hugely grateful to all our Grow Group 

leaders past and present who have faithfully and 

lovingly led our smaller community groups across 

Ivy Church. We have been able to meet as leaders 

in person twice this year to enjoy fellowship with 

one another, with more dates planned for 2022.

We have also been able to launch our new Grow 

Group Connect team who will oversee and care for 

a cluster of groups, acting as a point of contact, 

encouragement and listening ear to our leaders. 

Join us in praying for Pete and Sara Bell, Sandy 

Hodnett, Mark Howorth, Graham and Lea Leech 

and Bernard and Irene Sword as they settle into 

their new roles.

If you’ve thought about needing to get to 

know some more people and grow in faith and 

community but are not sure how, Grow Groups are 

a perfect start for you. Get in touch with the office 

and we will help you try out a group for the Spring 

Term.

Comings and goings 
This year has seen many people step into new 

things with God, joining or leaving the staff and 

eldership teams.

We have said farewells to Katy Herrera, Heather 

Walters, Matt Round, Michelle Bucknor, Jo Kimball 

and Pete Dawson from the staff team plus Adam 

Firth, Robert Varnam and Gemma Tuson from the 

eldership. We are so thankful for their service and 

investment into Ivy Church over many years and 

we recognise the faithful support of their families 

within this. Some of those have moved away from 

Ivy now, they are very much missed.

We have also welcomed a number of new team 

members on both our staff and eldership over the 

past 12 months and are sure you will agree with 

how well they have settled into their new roles. A 

huge well done to Danny Baker, Gemma Tuson, 

Holly Heap, Mike Ledger, Lorna Lindsay, Lisa Lee, 

Andrew Skae and Michelle Bucknor as they have 

said yes to God and Ivy Church for their next 

adventure.

From a Year of Mercy 
to a Year of Rebuilding 
2021 turned out to be different to 2020, but just 

as hard for most. The same kind of tragedies, tears 

and turmoils repeated, despite some respite at 

times. The promise of a return to normal or ‘the 

new normal’ became tantalisingly close, then the 



rug was pulled from under us again and again. 

I pray you have not lost hope. Well done for 

persevering. 

COVID revealed a fundamental weakness in the 

west where most churches only have one purpose: 

worship. If you take that away, you’ve got nothing, 

as an individual or a church. That’s why many just 

longed to get back to worship and what once was 

again, because it’s all they have. 

If all we did was what many churches did (gather in 

a building for an hour or so to sing, listen to a talk 

while the kids were looked after, give some spare 

change and leave), we’d be in a very different place 

than we are now. The good news is that Ivy was 

established in 1893 to be a mission. We continue 

to not just be about the buildings you come to, but 

a people you’re part of. You play your part to help 

others and help them find their way back to God. 

You can’t shut that down. 

So once again – and this report can only scratch 

the surface - we have welcomed many new people 

and helped thousands more find hope and faith 

in Jesus whether online or in person. We have 

continually found imaginative ways to innovate 

worship, fellowship, discipleship and outreach for 

all ages and stages of life. The trials have grown 

our dependence on God as we continue to be a 

prayerful church on mission in the city and the 

world. We’ve been able to generously bless the 

poor, those in need and those with opportunity to 

expand the kingdom, through your regular giving 

and one of the largest First Fruits offerings (yet!). 

Thank you to everyone who has served faithfully 

and given generously. 

Your labour for the Lord is never in vain. 

1 Cor 15:58

Rather than have a scarcity mindset and operate 

from control or fear, we have blessed those who 

felt called to be part of the Message Community 

Church plant and are partnering with many other 

fellowships toward planning this year’s Festival 

Manchester, which I co-Chair, because we are just 

one part of the Body. We are already the church 

sowing most into that mission financially and I 

hope we’ll continue to invest ourselves with prayer, 

service, inviting and following up, because the 

future is where the harvest is. 

People don’t usually come back to God in good 

times. Read the book of Judges. Read the whole 

history and we see that when things are bad, 

people come back to God. I honestly think COVID 

could be one of the precursors for the greatest 

revival our nation has ever seen, if we will fast, 

serve, love, pray and witness faithfully to Christ.

That’s why we listened to what God was saying 

prophetically and remodelled Ivy’s ministry to 

take us forward into that future, rather than just 

aching to somehow go back to the past. I’m not 

waiting for normal to return – I’m waiting for Jesus 

to return! God is doing a new thing right now. As 

I look around at a fired-up staff team with clear 

responsibilities to help us all live as fully devoted 

disciples of Christ, with every member a missionary 

and a minister, equipping us to help others do the 

same, I have to pinch myself at the level of unity, 

love and joy there is whenever we meet and pray 

and plan as staff and as elders or all together. 

Let’s thank God for the mercy he has shown us all 

so far. I am excited to build with you and learn all 

the Lord has to teach us through Nehemiah, who 

did much more than rebuild a broken wall. God 

used him to restore a broken people from rubble 

and ruin, dread and despair into a new future – 

beautiful, glorious and useful again to God in their 

generation. This is what you are invited into in 

2022 and it’s going to be amazing. 

Then I said to them, “Come, let us rebuild the 

wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in 

disgrace.” I also told them about the gracious 

hand of my God on me and what the king had 

said to me. They replied, “Let us rise up and 

rebuild.” So they strengthened their hands 

and began this good work. 

Nehemiah 2:17,18 

Your servant, for His purposes

Anthony


