
RULE 129. GENERAL GYMKHANA RULES
A. These classes are timed events and the goal is to complete the course in the fastest time. The class
starts when the pony crosses the timer line, and stops when the pony crosses the timer line on its return.
In Leadline events, the pony MUST cross the timer line before the person leading the pony.

1. Exhibitors in walk‐trot classes shall NOT be prevented from participating in gymkhana classes.
2. Exhibitors who enter the Leadline 6 & Under gymkhana events may not enter the 9 & Under
gymkhana events.

The addition of the use of rubber bands needs added. Also needs updating for DQ’s
and additional information missing from this section.



3. 6 & Under gymkhana classes are walk‐trot only. Executing a lope for more than three
consecutive strides will result in disqualification.

B. All entries are required to wear their assigned pony/rider numbers on their backs or on either side of
their saddle pad, if two numbers were issued by the Show Committee. Failure to do so results in
disqualification.
B. In Leadline gymkhana events, a lead shank must be attached to a halter, which is worn underneath
the bridle at all times during the class. The person leading the pony must be at least 14 years old.
C. A qualified individual designated by the Show Committee must be at the arena and observing while
gymkhana events are being run, if the judge is not present or has been excused.
D. Either kegs, barrels, pylons, etc., or limed lines should be used to indicate starting and finishing lines.
E. An electric timer should be used, if possible. The electric timer will be official.

1. Electric timers must be used at all Regional Shows and the National Congress Show.
F. If the electric timer malfunctions, a re‐run will be given, provided that a qualified pattern was run.
Only one re‐run is given (unless timer fails). If the contestant disqualifies during the re‐run, no additional
runs are given. If the electric timer cannot be repaired and a class has been partially timed by the
electric timer, the class will be re‐run and all contestants timed by stopwatches.
G. If an electric timer is not used, or becomes defective for the day, then three stopwatches should be
used, the official time being the middle time (e.g., if times of 18.0, 18.5, and 18.7 seconds are read, 18.5
will be official. If two or three times are identical, then they will be official).

1. Time is taken from the instant the pony’s NOSE reaches the start line until it reaches the finish
line.

H. If stopwatches are used as backup for an electric timer and the electric timer malfunctions on a
qualified ride, the rider has the choice of using the stopwatch time or taking a re‐ride.
J. Running into the arena directly to the starting line before the gate is closed is a disqualification.
I. Patterns should be worked as written, not as drawn.
J. Tack. Either hunt seat or western tack may be used. Hunt seat‐type cavessons may be used with
western headstalls. A saddle is required. Saddles must have stirrups, but horns on saddles are optional.
Any bitting may be used. Ropes are not permitted except in roping classes. Any object attached to the
saddle is considered a rope. Mechanical hackamores or non‐leverage hackamores are permitted.
K. Attire. Either hunt seat or western attire may be worn, and protective vest if desired. (Exception:
Roping.) Protective headgear meeting ASTM/SEI safety standards and boots are required. Headgear
must remain in place on top of the head with chinstrap fastened. Chaps, spurs, bats, and whips are
optional. Neatness is a must. The person leading the pony in Leadline gymkhana events must wear the
same attire that is required of the exhibitor, with the following exceptions: he/she may wear closed
tennis shoes instead of boots and is not required to wear a helmet or hat.
L. In Gymkhana, exhibitors may use rubber bands on each foot (maximumwidth ¼ inch) during
competition, but may not be tied, buckled, or fastened by any other means during competition.
M. Disqualifications:

1. Any deviation in the line of travel or going off course. will result in a disqualification.
2. Running into the arena directly to the starting line before the gate is closed.
3. Passing the electric timer finish line before completion of course.
4. Failure to wear ASTM/SEI approved headgear, failure to fasten chinstrap, or loss of
headgear (must remain in place on top of the head) in any gymkhana class (rider must stop
immediately).
5. Failure to wear assigned pony/rider numbers on the exhibitor’s back or on either side of the
saddle pad, if two numbers were issued by the Show Committee.
6. Refer to rules for each class for specific disqualifications.
7. Disqualifications: also see Rule 102.


