Galapagos Animal Doctors

months previously, so this was an exciting opportunity to
meet up again to catch-up and move the project forward.
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Welcome to the End of Year
2020 Report
The Galapagos Animal Doctors project has been in
development for over a year. It aims to support the health
and welfare of the domesticated dogs and cats on the
islands by joining forces with local government agencies
and other NGOs in order to manage their growing
population and reduce their conflict with the endemic
wildlife.
The Galapagos Animal Doctors has been a project of the
Pan Animalia Foundation, and has recently joined forces
with our friends and colleagues at the Worldwide
Veterinary Service (WVS). Together we are driving this
project forward and hope for it to launch early in the new
year.
Ben Howitt (WVS International Veterinary Manager and
Pan Animalia Founder) and Erika Medrano (Pan Animalia
Galápagos Head Veterinarian) travelled to the
Galápagos on the 23rd November 2020 in order to finalise
a number of aspects of the project. With COVID-19
having delayed the programme, it was great to get out
there again. Here is what they got up to:

Ben and Erika conducting sterilisations on Cats at ABG

Whilst Ben and Erika were both there, and with the
anaesthetic drugs Ben had brought over from WVS in the
UK, they decided to conduct a sterilisation campaign. Ben
and Erika worked alongside ABG staff for a 4-day
sterilisation campaign on cats, resulting in 126 cats
being sterilised. The drugs that WVS had provided
allowed the team to use a well-documented, safe and
straightforward anaesthetic protocol which enabled so
many cats to be sterilised in this time.

Ben and Erika with the Veterinary Team at ABG

The New Clinic

Meeting with the Government Agency ABG
Ben and Erika met with Dra. Marilyn Cruz, the Director of
the government agency ABG (Agencia de Regulacion y
Control de la Bioseguridad y Cuarantena Para
Galapagos), and her team to discuss opportunities in
which we could collaborate and support the ongoing
work with the domesticated animals on the Galápagos
Islands.

The building that will be re-purposed into the clinic

Ben and Erika meet the ABG Director Dra. Marilyn Cruz

Considering the events of 2020, the last time Ben had
had an in-person meeting with Dra. Marilyn Cruz was 13

Following many discussions with our colleagues, the
challenges of COVID had actually provided an
opportunity to see if there was a larger site that we could
use for the clinic. This would hopefully allow for us to
expand the project in the future. After some effort in
searching, a new Galapagos Animal Doctors clinic site
was found very central to Puerto Ayora.
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Visit to ‘Patitas Galapagueñas’
This new site was previously a children’s nursery, and
was chosen due to its location, clean-tiled interior,
separate consulting rooms, larger working area, and
significant outdoor space. It was built with children in
mind and therefore has a safe environment and layout to
account for this; perfectly suitable for animals as well. It
will be re-purposed into a functioning veterinary clinic by
our team on the ground.

Elsewhere in the highlands of Santa Cruz, there is also a
refuge site for dogs that was set up 5 years ago.
Currently housing 25 dogs and 3 cats, the owner Fatimah
spoke to Ben and Erika on how they have been managing
the health of their animals during the stresses of COVID.
Thanks once again to the donations from WVS, some
Nexgard (anti-parasite treatment) was brought over by
Ben and given to the dogs. Ticks and the disease ‘Tick
Fever’, which is a blood parasite, are commonplace over
here and anti-parasite treatment is fundamental to help
reduce its prevalence.

The entrance to the new clinic in Puerto Ayora

.
Visit to ‘Galapagos Horse Friends’

Ben and Erika at Patitas Galapagueñas

You can read about the background to the two dogs Alba
and Karma on our website. You can see them both here
checking out Erika in this photo.
Ben and Erika in the Highlands of Santa Cruz

Volunteer Programme
The Galapagos Horse Friends is a site in the highlands of
Santa Cruz island that currently houses 14 horses. Ben
and Erika visited its founder, Claudia Moreno, to discuss
the site and listen to how a veterinary programme could
benefit the health of the horses.
Each of these horses has a different background story.
Some have been rescued, others have found their own
way wandering onto Claudia’s land, and one foal was
recently born not long after his mother joined the herd.

The volunteer programme has been in development and
is a core part to the functioning of the project. We are
finalising details of the programme and are looking for
students, vets, nurses, and techs to join us and visit the
Galápagos islands. This programme will consist of both
teaching opportunities and education opportunities for
students, and will involve helping to run and support the
clinical and surgical work. This volunteer opportunity will
also offer the opportunity for volunteers to explore the
islands on their days off.

You can have a read about one of her horses, Destiny, on
our website.

Erika at the Galapagos Horse Friends site

We have had a fantastic number of people sign up on our
website (www.pananimalia.org), and full details of the
programme and dates will be advertised and published
very soon to those who have registered interest. Thank
you all for your patience over this last year as we have
had to delay the next phases many months beyond our
planned original start dates.
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Quito Spay-Neuter Campaign
On the 4th December, Ben
returned to Quito to meet
with Dra. Anahi Hidalgo
who works with the
Andean
Condor
Foundation of Ecuador. They were conducting a
sterilisation campaign on the outskirts of Quito. These
campaigns are designed to manage and control the
population of dogs and cats so as to reduce their
encroachment into the breeding regions of the Andes.
This concept is identical to the motives for sterilisation on
the Galapagos Islands.

Ben and Dra. Anahi with the team working to support the
Andean Condor Foundation

Ben and Erika with a collection of donations that they
brought over to the Galapagos ready for the new clinic

•

Donations: We have had a great number of
donations from the public that we managed to bring
over on this trip, and are incredibly thankful for all of
them! We have had donations on our website too
(www.pananimalia.org)
which
have
been
instrumental in helping us get to where we are, and
will be even more instrumental as we start to kit out
the new clinic. Any help that you are able to provide
us is so incredibly appreciated.
Do note that just £18 ($25) can get one Cat healthchecked, sterilised, and wormed.

In one day, the team completed 75 sterilisations of dogs
and cats.

What is coming up?
•

Erika Medrano, our head vet of the programme, is
currently working with ABG to support their team on
the islands. Erika has joined the VetAID programme
that is a collaboration with ABG and Animal
Balance, a US-based foundation that has operated
to support the islands for the last 17 years. Erika will
return to Quito in January before returning to open
the clinic soon after.

•

We have a few Virtual Talks booked for the New
Year. Our team are giving these talks to groups,
schools, academic classes, and the public. We
absolutely love giving these talks so if you are
interested for one of us to join you in a virtual
classroom
talking
about
the
Galapagos,
conservation, and veterinary work, get in touch at
ben@pananimalia.org.
All
opportunities
are
welcome.

•

And so,
From all of us at Pan Animalia, we
send a huge thank you to all of our
supporters over this last year!
Have a Merry Christmas and we’ll see you in the
New Year for the next step towards launching

Our website www.pananimalia.org has had some
fantastic engagement. Continue to engage and we
will inform you every step of the way as we get
closer and closer to our launching. Help us out by
getting more people to sign up to our newsletter!
Check out our other newsletters on the website
under ‘Our Work’.

The
Team
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