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Welcome Back!  
 
After a brief period of delay since our last 
communication with you all, we are back! Albeit 
we are not able to publicly announce when we 
will be launching the programme in the 
Galapagos, we still have a number of exciting 
updates for you as we get closer and closer. 
 
Our Team is continuing to expand! 
We have a number of new members of the Pan Animalia – 
GAD team that we would like to introduce to you bit by bit. 
This month we want to introduce one of our biggest 
additions, and that is Erika Medrano MVZ, our new Head 
Veterinarian of the Galapagos Animal Doctors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erika is from the city of Quito in Ecuador, and has been 
practicing as a veterinarian for the last 7 years. She will be 
our staff member on the ground running the everyday 
management of the clinic, its patients, and the volunteers. 
 
“Since the moment I graduated, I fell in love with surgery and 
emergency practice. I have had the fortune to work with 
amazing people over the years who taught me how 
veterinary medicine is not just a career, but a means to have 
a meaningful impact to animals, the community, and the 
environment. I wouldn’t change this job for anything” 
 
We are all incredibly thrilled Erika will be joining our team. Her 
experience and attitude will be instrumental in pushing our 
mission forward. 

 

 
 
 
 
What is the current situation in the Galapagos? 

 
This map shows the current number of active cases across 
the islands from the 5th October 2020. The number of cases 
is currently declining. 

 
 
Partnerships 
We are excited to announce that 
Pan Animalia (PA) is teaming up 
with the Worldwide Veterinary 
Service (WVS) to drive the 
Galapagos Animal Doctors 
programme forward and develop 
new joint initiatives. Set up in 2003 
by veterinarian Dr Luke Gamble, 
WVS is an international 
organisation that supports projects 
with vets, equipment and training. It has a One Health 
approach that focuses on championing animal welfare 
through sustainability and seeks to empower local teams by 
supporting veterinary and community education at all its 
programme sites.  
 
The WVS team have a fantastic skillset and experience, 
bringing tremendous passion to their work, and together we 
look forward to developing the GAD project to its full 
potential.  
 
 
“It’s great to have Pan Animalia’s Dr 
Ben join the WVS team to create 
this exciting opportunity on the 
Galapagos Islands. Providing care 
to animals in some of the world’s 
most remote locations whilst 
training vets to deliver this care is at 
the very core of what we are all 
about.” 

Dr Frederic Lohr 
WVS Director of Strategic Partnerships 
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Stories from the Galapagos 
 
We have heard some amazing stories from around the world 
on how people have been getting through the global crisis. 
The most common one is how they have enjoyed the 
companionship of their animals. With the lockdown putting 
pressure on everyone, this rings just as true for those on the 
Galapagos.  
 
This newsletter we are highlighting one particular story from 
those living with their animals in the Galapagos themselves. 
We hope this will bring people around the world closer 
together by bringing the Galapagos closer to you! 
 
Charli and Chiquita 
We found this story so 
endearing that we felt it was 
vest for Charli to tell you all 
the story herself. Living in 
Puerto Ayora on Santa Cruz, 
we have been given the 
privilege to share their story: 
 
“Just over three years ago, 
Chiquita came into our lives 
after my partners daughter 
found her in the street. She was just a few weeks old, crying, 
a swollen belly full of worms, and had a rude drawing on her 
head in permanent marker. 

 
We took her in, cleaned her up, and got her healthy; very 
quickly she stole our hearts. 
 
Although Chiquita is 
scared of a lot of things 
(sealions, the ocean, 
heights, cats to mention 
but a few), she absolutely 
LOVES people. She’s 
made lots of friends and is 
often greeted well before 
we are! Her endless 
incredible energy makes 
people think she is still a 
puppy, and she is 
happiest on long walks in 
the highlands or running alongside bikes; when she gets tired 
she likes to take a rest in the basket. She doesn’t like to have 
us out of her sight much, as she love the company, but that’s 
fine with us, we love her cuddles!’ 
 
With your ongoing support, we will be able to get out to the 
islands to support these wonderful animals and get more of 
these stories to you! 

 
 
 
 
 
What is coming up? 
 
• We are still giving Virtual Talks to groups, schools and 

academic classes who are continuing to teach. If you are 
interested for one of us to join you in a virtual classroom 
talking about the Galapagos, conservation, and 
veterinary work, get in touch at ben@pananimalia.org! 
 

• Our website www.pananimalia.org has had some 
fantastic feedback and engagement. Continue to 
engage and we will inform you every step of the way as 
we get closer and closer to our launching 

 
• Volunteering: we have already built a large group of 

enthusiastic volunteers, and we are looking forward to 
engaging with you all soon. Due to the current crisis we 
are unable to let you know about the volunteer 
programme or start dates at this moment in time. Rest 
assured, once we do, we will be sending it out to 
everyone, so keep signing up! 
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