
Hosting a Successful Garage Sale 
Depending on the swiftness of getting this newsletter issue printed and delivered by the US Postal Service, you may still have time to 
get in on the garage sale Friday or Saturday, September 17 and 18; although I know it will be too late to be included in a Garage Sale 
directory. However, directories can be picked up at Darlene Mehrer’s, 6436 Emerald Lake, on September 16. Here are some sale tips:  

 Place a sign and balloons in front of your house to attract attention. 

 Place a NO PARKING” sign on your mailbox to help out our mail carriers. 

 Presentation is everything. Be sure your merchandise is neat, clean, and well-presented. 

 Be prepared. Have an extension cord, measuring tap, change, and plenty of shopping bags on hand. 

 You don’t have to put a price tag on every item. Have different tables with different price points. 

All residents should expect an increase in traffic on garage sale days. Please be patient and courteous.  

If you do jump in at the last minute please bring your $3 registration fee to Darlene to help cover the cost of advertising. No 
Association dues go towards the Garage Sale. Happy selling! Happy shopping! Happy visiting with friends and neighbors! 

2022 ELVHA Board Openings 
Because of the hard work of Amanda Tomkins, Jill Gentner, and Katie McKinney; 
who talked to more than 50 residents; an almost complete slate of candidates for 
the 2022 ELVHA Board is below. “Thank you” to the Nominating Committee and 
to those of you who have volunteered to run. Short bios of the candidates will be in 
the October newsletter. 

Voting Board Positions 
President ................................. Mark Barbieri .............................. or Erin Tecker 
Vice President ......................... Jackie Shelson 
Treasurer................................. Kannav (Ken) Sharma (returning) 
Recording Secretary ............... Marie Clancey 
Corresponding Secretary ........ Kathleen Donovan (returning) 
Lakes ...................................... Jim Tompkins (returning) 
Maintenance............................ Derick Vizzini (returning) 
Membership ............................ Andrea Allemon (returning) 
Restrictions ............................. John Freeman (returning) 
Security ................................... John Martin ................................. or Matt Goodison 
Special Projects ...................... Jose Ortega 

Non-Voting Board Positions 
Adult Social* ............................ ??????? 
Children’s Social ..................... Amber Barbieri (returning) 
Audit Committee (2) ................ Kathy Serafino (returning), Bill Clancey 
Nominating Committee (3) ...... Amanda Tompkins (returning), Graham Spence,     

Jenny Kennedy 
*Meggha Koshal has volunteered to organize an adult holiday party for 2021.  

For many years we had different residents who organized individual adult 
activities, such as a golf scramble and a dine-abouts club, and no “official” 
chairperson. If you would like to run for Adult Social Chair that would be great — 
you can plan as many or as few activities as you would like. Or if you would like to 
organize a single event not as the chairperson that is welcome, too.  

If you are interested in running for Adult Social Chair or any Board position or 
would like to recommend someone for any Board position please contact Amanda 
at amtompkins@outlook.com or 248-303-8487. Board position descriptions can be 
found in Policy Letter #6 at www.elvsite.com under “Policies.”  
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Welcome, Neighbors! 
By Andrea Allemon, Membership Chairwoman 

If you have recently moved into 
Emerald Lakes Village (or know 

of someone who has) please contact me at 
ELVMembership@gmail.com or 248-879-1111 or so 
I can greet you and provide you with important 
information about our village.  

Neighborly Note 
This is a long overdue CONGRATULATIONS to ELV 
resident Hannah Dombrowski, who as a freshman, 
was a member of the extremely successful Athens 
girls soccer team (17-2-4) that finished 
second in the state finals last June, falling to Hartland 
in the championship game. Best of luck in your 
upcoming season, Hannah! 

Restrictions Info 
Before doing any outdoor landscaping or 
construction please consult the Restrictions 
Agreement and the Procedure for Architectural 
Approval on our website (www.elvsite.com, 
“Policies”, “Restrictions”, “Procedure for 
Architectural Approval”) and submit your plans to 
ELVRestrictions@gmail.com, 
ELVRecordingSecretary@gmail.com, and 
ELVVicePresident@gmail.com. 

Remember, our Restrictions Agreement states that all 
lots shall be adequately maintained to prevent mature 
seed-bearing noxious weeds. Fall is a great time for 
pulling out weeds and putting down a thick layer of 
mulch to prevent next year’s weeds from taking root. 
Also, excessive growth of shrubs, bushes, and trees 
should be prevented. Fall is also a great time to do 
some trimming.  

Lakes Report 
By Jim Tompkins, Lakes Chairman 

Most of our lakes were great all summer long. Sandshores had some algae 
issues, particularly in the southern end. By the time you read this we will 
have added an extra 320 pounds of bio-augmentation enzymes around the 
aerators there to reduce nutrients in the water.   

Algae on Andale Lake 
Of greatest concern at the end of August and the beginning of September 
was the recurrent algae on Andale Lake. Through testing by the State, it 
was determined that Andale had cyanobacteria (aka blue-green algae) that 
was producing microcystin, which is hazardous. Signs were posted around 

Andale by Oakland 
County. These signs 
said that it is okay to 
swim provided you 
don’t drink the water, 
don’t come into 
contact with visible 
algae, (including foam 
on the water or 
something that looks 
like paint spilled on 
the water), and watch 
your kids and pets 
closely. I would add a 
suggestion to wear 

water shoes. This stuff forms at the bottom and then floats up. You might 
not notice it on the bottom. Also, it always a good idea to hose off or 
shower after being in the water. If you get sick after being in the water see 
a doctor or vet (as appropriate).  

By the time the State’s test results were received the lake had already been 
treated by LakePro for algae and most of the visible algae on the surface 
was dead or dying. However, the above precautions remain applicable on 
Andale and good advice on any natural body of water, including all of our 
lakes. Andale is the only lake where there is a level of concern regarding 
microcystin. All our lakes except Crystal were tested. There is more that 
we may need to do on Andale, particularly next year.   

How You Can Reduce the Chance of Algae 
 Do NOT use fertilizer with phosphorus anywhere on your lawn, even if 

you don’t live on the lake. The State prohibits the sale of phosphorus 
lawn fertilizer in Michigan, but it may still be available. Check before 
you buy.  

 Do not use any fertilizer within 20 feet of the lake, maybe further if you 
have a slope into the lake.  

 Sweep any extra that gets on sidewalks, driveways or streets. Make sure 
you  regularly remove dog or goose poop within 20 feet of a lake. Not 
only does runoff from this feed the algae, but it can also put E. coli 
bacteria in the lake.  

 Discourage geese from staying on our lakes.  

 If you have floating algae or plants near your shore rake then up, let 
them dry and then put them out with compost. 

 If you see something that is not a plant growing on the bottom, rake it up 
and let it dry. A leaf rake works well, and try to avoid breaking the algae 
into a million pieces. If you are on Andale, you, your kids and pets 
should avoid it on the shore. 

As a reminder, our Restrictions Agreement prohibits the use of lake water 
for irrigation. Such use is dangerous if there is the presence of microcystin.      

If you are interested in further information about cyanobacteria, here is a 
CDC link: NCEH Cyanobacteria Blooms Fact Sheet (cdc.gov), or contact 
Jim Tompkins at ELVLakes@gmail.com. 

  MASTER PLUMBER 

Dean Moser 
Licensed & Insured 

New Construction  Remodeling  Repairs 

Water Heaters All Piping  
Sump Pumps Sinks and Faucets 
Gas Lines Ceramic 

Work Saturdays and Evenings, Too 
Special Rates for ELV Residents 

Call or text 248-417-7070 
-2- 
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Lake Care Info 
Everybody, Clean Your Street Gutters  
It is important that all residents — on and 
off-lake — rake leaves and other organic 
material out of the street so it does not 
wash into our lakes and provide nutrients 
for algae and unwanted plants. Lake 
residents you have the added 
responsibility to remove leaves from the 
lake water behind your house. I have 
personally seen algae growing on 
decaying leaves on Andale Lake.  

Behold, the Lake Rake 

While the lake rake may not be quite as 
versatile as Popeil’s Veg-O-Matic it is the 
most useful personal tool for keeping our 
lake waters clean of unwanted weeds and 
algae and keeping your shore looking 
nice. You can use it to pluck floating 
weeds from the lake surface or decaying 
leaves from the lake bottom. It is 
extremely important to remove decaying 
leaves to help control algae. Decaying 
leaves attract algae like flies to a 
carcass. A lake rake is also very 
effective in reclaiming sand from under 
the water back onto your shore or for 
removing muck. If you get a rake with 
rope attached to the handle you can throw 
it out farther into the lake before pulling  
it in to shore. 

Matt Dombrowski, Eckart Leitner, and 
Henry Allemon all advise that lakeside 
homeowners use a lake rake regularly/
monthly, but especially in the fall and 
spring to remove leaves. As Matt says,  
“If every homeowner used a lake rake to 
clean up their beach, the muck and 
sediment would be all gone.”  

Be advised this is hard work and you 
should be in good physical health to do 
this.  

The chart at right shows who has a lake 
rake that you can borrow. 

Explain to Your Contractors 
Please remember to tell your carpet 
cleaning company, landscaping company, 
cement contractors, painters etc. that they 
should not be dumping anything in the 
street drains because they drain into our 
lakes. Thank you. 

 Goosebusters & Lake Rakes 
 Lake Lake Rep Lake 

Rake 

 Number 
(248) 

 Goosebuster 
(248) unless noted 

Emerald  
Lake 

Nancy Krisfalusi 
Dan Dombrowski 

Yes 
Yes 

879-9034 
633-3452 

Bob Gentner, 734-560-0469 
John Hodsdon, 765-0318 
Dan Dombrowski, 633-3452 

Andale  
Lake 

Jerry Redmer  
6277 Atkins 

Yes 705-1855 
Bob Gentner, 734-560-0469 
Jason Tasich, 586-344-4407 
Steve Gentner, 667-8383 

Rake on side of house. Welcome to get it. 

John Martin Yes 828-3651 

Crystal Lake  
& Emerald 

Beach 

Eckart Leitner 
John Klemmer 

Yes 
Yes 

879-8719 
765-6038 

Eckart Leitner, 879-8719 
John Hodsdon, 765-0318 
Dan Dombrowski, 633-3452 

Pebble  
Lake 

Joe Power 
Tom Kuhn 

Yes 
No 

879-8344 
227-2462 

Steve Gentner, 667-8383 
Jason Tasich, 586-344-4407 
Bob Gentner, 734-560-0469 

Sandshores  
Lake & 
Beach 

John Schmitt  879-7884 John Hodsdon, 765-0318 
Dan Dombrowski, 633-3452 

Rake on beach lot near raised lawn drain. 

Walker Lake  
& Beach 

Matt Dombrowski Yes 219-1383 

Ann McClain, 885-0662 
Jason Tasich, 586-344-4407 
Steve Gentner, 667-8383 
Bob Gentner, 734-560-0469 

Megan Marx Yes 250-6794 

Tim & Ann McClain Yes 885-0662 

Rake also at beach lot behind A. vitaes. 

 

Keep Geese & Ducks Out 
“Welcome” to our newest 
Goosebusters, Anne McClain on 
Walker Lake and Eckart Leitner on 
Crystal. And THANK YOU to all our 
Goosebusters for recognizing the 
importance of keeping geese and their 
droppings out of our lake water and 
volunteering to do something to help. 

All residents are urged to make the 
village an unwelcome place for geese 
and ducks. The shell crackers that are 
used to scare the geese are not 
effective versus the ducks. The best 
thing homeowners can do to 
discourage waterfowl from being here 
is to not feed them. You can try to 

keep 
geese 
off 
your 

property with dog silhouettes or hawk 
kites. You can scare them away by 
banging on pots and pans, sending out 
your real dog, or have your children 
make a lot of noise and run at them. 
These techniques work best when the 
birds first arrive and at night. If you 
see large numbers of geese out on your 
lake please call a Goosebuster listed in 
the chart below. 

The Goosebusters will discharge very 
loud “crackers” or “screamers”. They 
notify the police prior to discharging 
any noisemakers and should not act 
before 7 a.m. or after dark.  

Drain Your Pool Properly 
Pool water is generally high in chlorine 
and phosphates, two things that are 
detrimental to our lakes. So, draining 
pool water should not be sent into 
the street or yard drains which 
empty into our lakes. The DPW 
recommends that you stop chlorinating 
your pool 3-4 weeks prior to draining 
and then drain to a sewer drain. 
Contact the DPW at 248-524-3392 to 
find a sewer drain near your house.  

If there is no sewer drain near your 
house: (1) Shock the pool to kill off 
bacteria and algae. (2) Dechlorinate the 
water by waiting or treating. (3) Treat 
to remove phosphates. (4) Filter the 
water if possible. (5) Drain slowly onto 
your lawn so the water soaks in. 

 



Adult Social Euchre  
Adult Social Chairwoman Amanda Vizzini is hosting an evening of 
euchre at Walker Beach on Tuesday, September 28th from 6 pm — 
9 pm. The first hour will be social and snack time and then it’s time 
to get down to playing euchre. Please bring a snack to share and if 
possible, a card table, chairs, lantern, cards. If you have further 
questions contact Amanda at ELVAdultSocial@gmail.com or 248-
227-9612. 

Community Spirit 
Beach Sand Reclamation  
Kudos to these great residents who put in their labor and about an 
hour of their time to make Walker and Sandshores beaches better 
for everyone that uses them. We even had a number of volunteers 
that live on a lake and don’t use those beaches. How cool is that?! 
Thanks for stepping up, everyone! And thank you to Matt 
Dombrowski and Karen Charnawskas for organizing these 
reclamation events and calling people. 

Working at Walker Beach were: Charlie Blaeske, Matt 
Dombrowski, Steve Gentner, Matt Goodison, Joe Lowry, Dave 
Mattson, Tim and Ann McClain, Derick Vizzini, and Matt Whilby.  

Working at Sandshores Beach (below) were: Matt Dombrowski, 
Scott and James Gross, Eric Meyer and his son, and Mark Irwin. 

 

ELV Players Close Out Concert Season 
Bob Gentner, Gary Garland, Rob Cameron, John Garner, and Phil 
Bettendorf plan on holding their last concert for this season on 
September 15. On behalf of all the residents who have enjoyed the 
summer concerts at Emerald Beach, “Thanks, guys!”. We really 
appreciate the opportunity you gave us to listen to some great music 
and have a chance to get together and visit with our ELV friends! 

Addition Regarding Emerald Lake Regatta 
A big THANK YOU to Victoria Cameron for her help organizing 
and getting people excited and interested in participating and 
watching the Emerald Lake Sailing Regatta this past July. Another 
great neighbor in ELV bringing people together! 

ELV Book Club 
Not only is this book club about discussing books, but it’s about 
enjoying the company of the members and sharing food and drink. 

If you are interested in joining the ELV Book Club please 
contact Jill Gleba at jillgleba@gmail.com or 248-808-4295. -4- 

ELV Halloween Party 
By Amber Barbieri, Chairwoman 

You are cordially invited to a Halloween 
Spooktacular. A Frightful Friday Night, 
October 15th at Walker Beach beginning 
at 6:30 pm, but Beware!, it ends by 8 pm.  

Your li’l monsters will be treated not 
tricked to a evening filled with ghastly 
fun! Visit our very own pumpkin patch 
and take one home. Pose, if you dare, in 

front of one OR all of our Halloween scenes. Eat, drink, 
and be scary with our favorite Yates donuts, juice pouches, 
and a screening of Disney*Pixar’s Toy Story of 
Terror!  The movie begins promptly at 7:30 pm and lasts 
about 20 minutes. 

We’re dying to see everyone in their Halloween Best. Make 
sure to RSVP to ELVChildrenSocial@gmail.com before 
the sun sets on 10/10/21! 

(Editor’s note: Please RSVP and put this on your calendar 
this month as the October newsletter will arrive too late to 
remind you.) 

Treasurer’s Report & 
Correction  
In the August newsletter I (Kathleen) provided an 
erroneous explanation regarding aeration expenses. The 
aeration system did not cost $31,000. In fact, it actually 
came in under budget. We saved $8,000 because water 
testing was not necessary on Sandshores Lake (last year or 
this year) and we saved $2,500 in electrical costs thanks to 
our Maintenance Chairman Derick Vizzini. The cost of the 
aeration equipment and installation by LakePro was 
$11,766 and the electrical hook-up was $3,875. The 
erroneous $31,000 was the cost of lake treatments by 
LakePro, which will be paid in September. 

Income:    Jan. — Aug. 2021 YTD Budget 

Dues, Current Year      $119,875  $121,120 
Late fees, liens 965 450 
Restriction Violation Fines 250 0 
Advertising 3,360 3,480 
Misc. Income 200a 0 
Interest 64 80 
                            Total: $124,714 $125,130 

Expenses:    Jan. — Aug. 2021   YTD Budget 

Lakes $28,655 $38,110 
Maintenance 12,894 19,401 
Special Projects 3,875b 26,949 
Security 0 200 
Utilities    3,139 c 2,265 
Business 7,629  7,307 
Children’s Social 1,459d  5,301 e  
Adult Social 761 1,017  
                              Total: $58,412 $100,550 
aMisc. income is the sale of the Association grill. 
bElectrical installation for aeration. Aeration equipment and 
installation charges paid to LakePro in early September. 
cHigher utility costs due to Andale pump running early in 
the year and the running of the aeration compressor. 
dIncludes December 2020 Santa home visits 
eBudgeted for FunDay expenses. No FunDay this year. 

 



Fun on the Lake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adult Social Chairwoman Amanda 
Vizzini reports that the weather was an 
absolutely perfect 91º bringing out about 
50-55 adults to Walker Beach to hang 
out and visit and the float in the lake for 
a cool drone photo taken by John Tecker. 

Classifieds  
 

Childcare 
 College student with babysitting 

experience. Contact Grace at 248-  
376-4817. Text is preferred. 

 Aly Marx--looking to babysit. 
Flexible timing. Experience with 
younger siblings. Text me 
at alykat1109@icloud.com.                 
I would love to meet 
your kids! 

For Sale 
 Sunfish sailboat and a 

kayak. Call Nancy 
(248) 879-9034. 

FREE 
 2 HP #62 XL tri-

color ink cartridges 
dated 2020. Call 
Karen at (248) 813-
0345. 

Other Services 
 Emerald Lakes Senior 

Services, LLC is 
offering 
transportation by 
appointment to or 
from your home to 
Detroit Metro or 
Flint Bishop airpor ts 
to all ELV residents. 
Call or text resident 
Hank at 248-891-
1108. 

Marine Engineers 
Create Fun 
By Amber Barbieri, Chairwoman 

Our castaways dipped their toes into 
using science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics to design a boat to 
float. Each of our engineers took 
different paths to make a boat, but all 
ended up with seaworthy vessels for at 
least 30 minutes! 

The Fastest & Most Creative Vessel 
Awards went to Julius, and Gianna and 
Gavin for their boat, The Emerald 
Stinger. They relied on a more 
aerodynamic design, that paid off. The 
title for Most Realistic & Titanic Awards 
went to Eamon with Doggo. The band 
could be heard playing as Doggo slowly 
descended to its fate. The Love Boat & 
Gilligan Awards went to Grace with 
Lightning Strike! Although it was first to 
capsize, it rebounded back with honor 
and respect from all shoreline spectators! 

Thank you to our judges (approved by 
accounting firm PWC) Tom and Wendy 
Gueth. Huge thank you to Jim and Karen 
Charnawskas and Bob Gentner for 
supplying our captains with milk jugs 
and cardboard! Also, a big thank you to 
our shoreline spectators that cheered on 
all our boats! Looking forward to next 
year and expanding to the adult division.  

(Editor’s Note: A big “Thanks” to 
Amber for coming up with another 
creative event for ELV kids.) 

 
 

Your neighborhood landscape 
maintenance provider! 

Services: 

 Weekly Lawn Maintenance 
 Mulch Installation   
 Spring & Fall Cleanups  
 Bush & Hedge Trimming 
 Landscape Renovations 
 Sod & Seeding             
 Brick Paver Walkways, Patios & 

Retaining Walls         

ELV References  Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Call Dan - (248) 225-9896 

Next deadline: October 1, 2021 
Mail or bring to: 6653 Emerald Lake 
Email to: jbktroy@aol.com 

Vinyl Kraft Home Improvement 
Your Premier Siding Company 

Also, Window Replacement  Awnings  Roofing  
Porch Enclosures 

Highly Recommended by Your Neighbors in Emerald Lakes Village 

(586) 415-4000 
Licensed & Insured 

         17655 14 Mile Rd  Fraser, MI 48026 
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Kids, Earn some money 
raking leaves or shoveling 
snow in ELV. Send your ad 

to jbktroy@aol.com. 
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Lawn Fertilization 
Tree & Shrub Insect/Disease Management 

Tree & Shrub Removal  
Tree & Shrub Trimming 

Diagnostics  
 

(586) 481-3262  
Website: danastevensarborist.com      Email: dsarborist@yahoo.com 

Arborist for over 21 years. Working in Emerald Lakes for over 20 Years. 

DANA 
A R B O R I S T  I N C .  

STEVENS 

 

 

Tree Trimming/Pruning 

Tree Removal  Stump Grinding 

Emergency Storm Damage 

Shrub/Ornamental Tree Shaping & Trimming 

Lawn Fertilization Programs 

Mosquito Treatment Programs 

Call today for a FREE estimate. 

(248) 528-1309  

LaPlante’s Maintenance and Arborist 

All State Tree 
& Lawn Service Inc. 

Tree/Shrub 
Removal 

Stump 
Grinding 

Trimming 

Tree Care 

Storm Damage 

“The Tree Doctors” 

Jamie Hay 
Certified Arborist 

Weed Management 

Micro Injections 

Phosphorus-Free    
Lawn Fertilizing 

Consultation 

Fully Insured 

Insect/Disease 
Control 

(248) 689-5750 
www.allstatetree.com 

http://danastevensarborist.com/
mailto:dsarborist@yahoo.com

