Emerald Lakes Village Update
February 2021

Eggstra! Eggstra!
Read All About It!

The Hunt is on!
Saturday, March 27
11 AM—1 PM
EMERALD BEACH

For Photos and
Individual Bags of Sunshine!
Participants are being asked to practice
social distancing and wear masks.
Due to COVID there will not be the
traditional egg hunt, but instead an
Easter Scavenger Hunt throughout
the neighborhood. See if you and your
family can crack the code and answer the
spring riddle! Look for clues coming in the
March Newsletter!
Please RSVP to Kat Hamill at
Kathamill@gmail.com or (248) 525-3490
by March 20 to ensure that all bunnies
receive a bag of sunshine.
We are also looking for volunteers to have
something in their yard for the hunt.
Please contact Kat if you would like to
participate in this way.

Tentative
2021 ELV Calendar of Events*
Sat., March 27 ....... Easter Scavenger Hunt
for the whole family
April ....................... The Great ELV
Children’s Bake-Off
May ....................... Homeowners’ Meeting
May—Sept. ........... Emerald Beach Easy
Listening Concerts
June—Sept. .......... Movie Nights
July ........................ Mini-Triathlon & IronKidz
September............. ELV Garage Sale
October ................. Homeowners’ Meeting
*Seems like most things are “tentative” in
COVID World. We hope to announce more
children's and adult social events as we
proceed through the year.

Editor: Kathleen Donovan

Think Ice is Safe? It’s Safer to Know.

On Saturday, February 6 someone fell through the ice on Pebble Lake, about 70’ out from
shore. Luckily, they did not fall entirely through and were able to pull themselves out.
Even after a week of nightly temperatures in the low 20s or mid to upper teens there was
still at least one spot on a lake that was weak enough to fall through. You just never know
for sure if the ice is safe unless you measure its thickness in various areas. And even then
you need to practice other safety measures.
The Oakland County Sheriff’s Office advises:
 Check ice thickness with an auger, or cordless drill. Four inches of clear, new ice is
usually stronger than old ice and is the minimum safe thickness for general use. Ice
thickness can vary. It may be 1’ in one location and only 2” just a few feet away.
Drill holes at intervals around the ice and measure the thickness with a tape measure.
 Don’t go out alone on ice. Take someone with a cell phone who can call 911 for help.
 If you hear ice crack, spread out, and immediately lie down to distribute weight. Crawl
back to safer ice.
 Carry a cell phone, whistle, rope, long branch, pole, or screwdrivers to aid yourself if
you fall through the ice.
Popular Mechanics offers this advice on what to do if you fall through the ice:
 Don’t panic. It takes about an hour to lose consciousness from hypothermia. Take
slow deep breaths to calm down.
 Crawl out the way you came in — that ice has already supported your weight.
 Place your forearms forward and flat on the ice edge and kick your feet. This is
where the screwdrivers come in handy as you can jab them into the ice.
 Keep kicking and move your weight forward onto your elbows as you shimmy
your body up —inch by inch — in an Army crawl. Keep moving forward until you
reach solid ice.
 Once you are out of the water, don’t stand up right away. Roll away from the hole
until you are on thicker ice.

Last Reminder for Dues Payment.

Thank you to the 60% of homeowners who have paid their dues as of February 1. The
final deadline for payment before a late fee is assessed is February 28. Please mail
your check with the invoice below to the P.O. Box or put them under the welcome mat
at 6860 Little Creek. You may also use your bank’s online bill pay method. Be sure to
include your address on that check. If you have questions contact Treasurer Kannav
Sharma at 248-590-6007 or ELVTreasurer@gmail.com.

2021 ELV HOMEOWNERS’ DUES INVOICE

$220 payable through February 28, 2021. $25 late fee applies after March 1.
Mail this invoice and check payable to Emerald Lakes Village Homeowners’
Association to: ELVHA, P.O. Box 113, Troy, MI 48099-0113.
Please Print
Your Name
Street Address
( if new number)

Check No.

 Phone

Welcome,
Neighbors!

By Andrea Allemon, Membership Chairwoman

Please stop by and say
“hi” to our new neighbors
and add their phone numbers to your ELV
phone directory.
If you are new to our village (or know of
someone new) please contact me at 248879-1111 or ELVMembership@gmail.com
so I can greet you (properly physically
distanced, of course) and provide you with
important information about our lakes,
Restrictions, social events and more!

Speaking of the ELV
Phone Directory
Through the gray days of
January and February thoughts
turn to spring. Tulips blooming,
robins returning, sun shining;
and this year an updated ELV
phone directory. While so
many things are stored on cell phones, it’s
still useful to have some things on paper
and this is one of them. Not only is the
ELV directory a handy reference for
phone numbers and addresses of friends
and neighbors in the village, but it also
contains important updated information
on ice safety and the care of our lakes,
recycling, a village map with walking
distances, and useful advertisements
Andrea is hard at work updating names
and numbers for the new directory. If you
have a different phone number since 2019
or need any correction to your listing as it
appeared in the 2019 directory please
email Membership Chairwoman Andrea at
ELVMembership@gmail.com with your
info.

Lakes Report
Blue Lines on Streets

The blue lines you may have noticed on our snowy streets are a calcium chloride brine
solution. Brine has been used in Emerald Lakes since at least 2010 to melt ice and snow
on our streets. Kurt Bovensiep, Public Works Director for Troy, reports that when the
DPW began the use of brine they took water samples before each winter season and after
to make sure the brine was not impacting the water quality of our lakes. No impact was
seen so testing was discontinued. Water testing by LakePro has shown acceptable salinity
levels in all our lakes.

Unrelated Blue Slush on Lakes

If you have noticed blue slush on your lake it is not brine solution. Peter at LakePro
said that the slush is blue from the blue dye we use in our lakes (except Walker) and is
there because water coming up through a crack in the ice is mixing with snow. If any
brine was entering our lakes it would mostly be near a drain outfall into the lake just
after a treatment. Do not go on the ice near lake drains.

Thanks for Doing Your Part

Thank you to everyone who has been shoveling their walks (even when there
is less than 2” of snow as required by the city) and not using salt.

Ice Fishing

If you are new to ice fishing, experienced ice fishermen
have informed me that you should not cover your ice fishing
hole with snow as it will insulate the hole, keeping it from
freezing and keeping people from seeing it. Leave the hole
open to the cold air. It will refreeze pretty quickly. Please do
not drill a lot of holes. Obviously, be cognizant of ice rinks
and do not drill holes there. And do not leave any trash out on the ice. And, no, you will
not catch a lake trout like the one John Freeman caught on Saginaw Bay.
Everyone out on the ice should watch where they are walking and follow the ice safety
guidelines listed on the front page.

Lawn Fertilizing

While you may think this is too early to be thinking about, setting up your contract with
your lawn fertilizing company may be just around the corner. I contacted Peter at
LakePro to find out what are the best practices for our lakes when it comes to fertilizing
and these are his recommendations:
 Conduct a soil test to determine exactly which nutrients and how much of them your
lawn needs. Advertisers Dana Stevens, and LaPlante’s offer this service.
 The best way to protect the lake is to not fertilize your lawn. If you apply fertilizer,
stop the application at least fifteen feet from the lake and a yard drain and use a
phosphorus-free fertilizer.
 Liquid fertilizers soak into the soil immediately, so they are better for use around the
lake. Advertisers Dana Stevens, LaPlante’s, and Allstate offer this.
 If the company will be using granular fertilizer do not have it applied until the ground
has thawed. MSU recommends avoiding fertilization until May. However, you will
need to have pre-emergent crabgrass control applied before May.

Community Spirit
ELV Book Club

Hey, bookworms! How exciting is it when everyone LOVES a book we pick?! For those
who couldn't make it and didn't read the book, everyone who attended the January
meeting recommends A merican Dirt by Jeanine Cummins.
The next book club meeting is a Zoom meeting on March 4 at 7 pm. The book up for
discussion is The W ater Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates. If you would like to attend please
contact Michelle (michelle.rafalski@gmail.com) for the link to the meeting.

Movie Nights

Amber and Amanda, our children’s and adult social chairs, are coming up with new ideas
that are workable in “COVID World”. One of these is movie nights at our beaches to be
held from June through September. The ELVHA Board has approved the purchase of a
movie projector and screen. A volunteer or volunteers are needed to organize the movie
nights. If you are interested in helping, please contact Adult Social Chair Amanda
Vizzini at ELVAdultSocial@gmail.com.

EMERALD LAKES VILLAGE
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 113
TROY, MICHIGAN 48099

February 4, 2021
Dear ELV resident;
Sandshores Lake is unique among the lakes of our village as it has over 70 street and yard drains emptying into its
9.9 acres. None of our other lakes has close to this many street or yard drains sending nutrients such as phosphorus
and nitrogen into them.
For many years the ELVHA Board, with help from many residents, has been taking action to improve the water
quality on all our lakes -- with Sandshores continuing to require the most attention. Annual water quality testing on
all our lakes was begun in 2007; a fish kill was conducted on Sandshores in 2009 to remove countless carp and
gizzard shad; residents are constantly reminded to use phosphorus-free fertilizer and to keep it out of the street and
away from yard drains; and Troy DPW sweeps our streets more often due to Board requests. In 2019 bacterial
pellets were added to Sandshores and an aquatic flower planting program was begun. All these actions were taken
to monitor and reduce the amount of phosphorus and nitrogen entering Sandshores Lake in the effort to reduce
algae blooms and unwanted aquatic plant growth. In addition, Dr. Jennifer Jermalowicz-Jones, a limnologist and
Certified Professional Watershed Manager, was hired by the Board in 2019 to provide a fresh look at Sandshores
Lake and make recommendations on its water quality management.
One of Dr. Jermalowicz-Jones’ recommendations to improve the water quality of Sandshores Lake is laminar flow
aeration (LFA). For the past year an aeration committee of Tom Kuhn (former Lakes Chairman of 10 years, ELV
resident 19 years), Vice President John Martin (8 years, ELV resident 33 years), Joe Power (former Maintenance
Chairman of 10 years, ELV resident 18 years), and Corresponding Secretary Kathleen Donovan (25 years; ELV
resident 30 years; Bachelor of Science, Biology) has been examining LFA as an option to improve the water
quality on Sandshores Lake. Recently elected Lakes Chairman Jim Tompkins (ELV resident 9 years) and Treasurer
Kannav Sharma (ELV resident 3 years) are also members of this committee.
Laminar flow aeration would deliver very small bubbles of air into Sandshores Lake through diffusers which sit on
the lake bottom. The air is generated from onshore air compressors and delivered to the diffusers through selfsinking air lines. The diffusers circulate air into the overlying water column and eventually into the lake sediments.
Peter Filpansick, aquatic biologist and Director of Lake Management for LakePro, says that aeration creates three
main effects in a lake: turbulence, turnover, and oxygenation. Turbulence in the area of the diffusers loosens and
lifts soft substrate and bottom dwelling algae. Turnover mixes the lake water from top to bottom, which slows
down algae growth and accumulation on the surface and the lake bottom. It also prevents stratification of the lake
water by temperature and oxygen concentration and other factors. Oxygenation provides tremendous benefit to all
aquatic organisms, including bacteria, macroinvertebrates, and fish. Oxygenation improves the effectiveness of
bacterial pellets, which digest the organic material (muck) on the lake bottom. These bacteria also use the nutrients
that would otherwise be available to algae, cyanobacteria (blue-green algae), and plants.
The aeration committee has visited three different lakes that have installed LFA systems; reviewed published
reports from lake management companies, Dr. Jermalowicz-Jones, and the Vermont Department of Environmental
Conservation; and read or heard information from others knowledgeable in water quality, as well as residents on
lakes using LFA. No lake that the committee visited or read about was an exact match to Sandshores Lake in size
or volume. Residents we heard from reported good results on muck reduction and a decrease in the number of
algae treatments. Published reports were mixed on the effectiveness of LFA against algae and the reduction of
muck. The aeration committee believes lamination flow aeration could be useful in the reduction of muck and has
some potential in dealing with algae and so is recommending that it be installed on Sandshores Lake. The
committee also believes that use of LFA on Sandshores Lake could provide useful information for potential use on
our other lakes should a need arise.
(continued on back)

The committee is recommending a 230v, 2 compressor LFA system by Vertex Aquatic Solutions be installed by
LakePro. The Vertex system is the most cost effective, the air compressor is of better quality than the other
systems, and these air compressors are not loud. LakePro is being recommended for the installation as they
indicated that they could do the work this year, they are experienced in the system maintenance, they know
Sandshores Lake, and they have been very responsive and responsible in the management of our lakes, which the
committee expects would continue.
The aeration committee believes the system can be installed at a cost not to exceed $22,000, which could come
from the 2021 Special Projects budget. The annual cost for system maintenance, average permit and testing costs,
a set aside for the rebuild of the compressors after 3 years, and the cost of running the compressors 24/7 from
April through October would be approximately $4500. While these are substantial amounts, treating our lakes
routinely costs about half of our annual budget, and an aeration system would be a long-term investment that may
reduce those costs over time.
The proposed location of the air compressors is the Sandshores Beach lot. The air compressors would be in a
QuietAirTM cabinet that would dampen the sound. The air compressor unit the committee heard in operation was
about the same decibel level as a central air conditioner. Air lines would be sitting on the surface of the lake bed,
but it is anticipated that they would not be above ground on the beach lot. There would be 4 diffuser air stations in
deep water in the lake. Users of Sandshores Lake would need to avoid anchoring over the area where the diffusers
are located.
Water quality management is not an exact science as there are many variables outside the control of a
management company, including temperature and rainfall amounts. Using aeration may cause the water quality of
Sandshores Lake to get worse before it gets better and the process will take a while to see improvement. We
anticipate that algae and herbicidal treatments will still be needed, but may be reduced. The aeration committee
believes the opportunity that aeration and the continued use of bacterial pellets provide in reducing the organic
muck in Sandshores Lake, the potential to reduce the use of algaecides and herbicides, the benefits of oxygenation
to the living organisms in the lake, and the possible future beneficial use on our other lakes makes it worth trying.
The aeration committee and ELVHA Board welcome your questions and feedback on the use of laminar flow
aeration in Sandshores Lake before a final decision is made on such a substantial investment for our lakes. Please
contact Lakes Chairman Jim Tompkins at ELVLakes@gmail.com or 248-701-6423 with your questions and
whether or not you think laminar flow aeration is worth trying. The Board plans to make its decision at its March
meeting, so please provide feedback by February 28, 2021. If you would like to look over the information the
aeration committee reviewed contact Kathleen Donovan at jbktroy@aol.com or 248-879-7364.
Sincerely,
The Emerald Lakes Village Homeowners Association Board

WayBack Machine
10 years ago this month: The Boar d
decided to have a second augmentation
well drilled — this one to be located at
Emerald Beach — to provide additional
water to Crystal and Emerald Lake to
further stabilize lake levels. (The original
augmentation well is on Andale Lake
and water from that well is pumped into
Emerald and/or Andale Lake to maintain
water levels there and on Pebble and
Walker Lakes.) When the second well
was drilled the water found there was
briny and the well was capped and never
used.
30 years ago: Shelly Kr isfalusi was
elected as the First Team All-American
goalie for Division III Women’s Soccer
while attending Kalamazoo College.

Company
Recommendation

Bruce Papet writes: I just used
Royal Oak Plumbing (248-5887712) to install a new water
heater and they did a fantastic
job. They will also be doing the
plumbing for our remodel of the kitchen
and baths. I was very impressed.

Hey! Where’s My
Classified Ad ?

If you want your ad back in the
newsletter email it to Kathleen at
jbktroy@aol.com or mail it to or drop it
off at 6653 Emerald Lake Drive by
March 5. There is no charge for written
ads; however, the Board has determined
that written ads should be limited to
small money-making ventures.
At this time there is no space available
for any more display ads, which are
charged a monthly fee. Space may be
available if there is a 6-page newsletter.

Childcare

 College student with babysitting
experience. Contact Grace at 248376-4817. Text is preferred.

Moving Sale

 Trundle daybed with mattresses,
oak dresser and nightstand; dining
room set that includes 40” x 52”
glass top table with 6 chairs and 2
leaves that extend table to 77”,
china cabinet and buffet; chocolate
brown fabric chair and ottoman with
storage; table lamps, 4-drawer filing
cabinet. To see and make an offer
call Ken at 248-854-5509. If no
answer please leave a message.

Other Services

 Emerald Lakes Senior Services, LLC
is offering transportation by
appointment to or from your home
to Detroit Metro or Flint Bishop
airports to all ELV residents. Call or
text resident Hank at 248-891-1108.

For Sale

 24” set of vented gas logs complete
with burner and log rack. Very good
condition, $30. Please call 586-7038912.

Next deadline: March 5, 2021
Mail or bring to: 6653 Emerald Lake
Email to: jbktroy@aol.com
Tree/Shrub
Removal

Weed Management
Micro Injections

Stump
Grinding

All State Tree Phosphorus-Free
Lawn Fertilizing
& Lawn Service Inc. Consultation

Trimming
Tree Care

Fully Insured

Storm Damage
“The Tree Doctors”

Jamie Hay

Certified Arborist

Insect/Disease
Control
(248) 689-5750
www.allstatetree.com

LaPlante’s Maintenance and Arborist
Tree Trimming/Pruning
Tree Removal  Stump Grinding
Emergency Storm Damage
Shrub/Ornamental Tree Shaping & Trimming
Lawn Fertilization Programs
Mosquito Treatment Programs
Call today for a FREE estimate.
(248) 528-1309

Lawn Fertilization
Tree & Shrub Insect/Disease Management
Tree & Shrub Removal
Tree & Shrub Trimming
Diagnostics

DANA
STEVENS
ARBORIST INC.

Website: danastevensarborist.com

(586) 481-3262
Email: dsarborist@yahoo.com

Arborist for over 21 years. Working in Emerald Lakes for over 20 Years.

ELVHA NEWSLETTER
C/O 6653 EMERALD LAKE DR.
TROY, MI 48085

MASTER PLUMBER
You want to stay in the place
you call home. We can help.
Comprehensive Care
Personal Care
Meals & Nutrition
Transportation

Household Duties
Respite Care
Hospice Care
Support Services

248.203.2273
HomeInstead.com/283
Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently owned and operated.

LAW OFFICE OF

JOHN
FREEMAN
John Freeman, Attorney
Criminal Defense

3150 Livernois, Suite 270
Troy, MI 48083
248-250-9950

formerfedlawyer@hotmail.com
www.formerfedlawyer.com
248-250-5857 (FAX)

Dean Moser

Licensed & Insured

New Construction  Remodeling  Repairs

Water Heaters All Piping
Sump Pumps
Sinks and Faucets
Gas Lines
Ceramic
Work Saturdays and Evenings, Too
Special Rates for ELV Residents
Call or text 248-417-7070

Vinyl Kraft Home Improvement
Your Premier Siding Company
Also, Window Replacement  Awnings  Roofing
Porch Enclosures
Highly Recommended by Your Neighbors in Emerald Lakes Village

(586) 415-4000
Licensed & Insured
17655 14 Mile Rd  Fraser, MI 48026

