
Fall Homeowners 
Meeting  
Budget, Dues, Election Results 
It was a beautiful day in the neighborhood, as we held 
our first ever outdoor Fall Homeowners Meeting at 
Walker Beach due to COVID-19 indoor attendance 
restrictions. Thank you to all who attended (52 homes 
represented) to help the ELVHA Board conduct the 
required business of the Association. The budget as 
presented at the meeting with an annual dues fee of 
$220 was approved. The approved budget is found on 
page 3. The slate of candidates running unopposed was 
elected by a unanimous sea of green voting cards. The 
contested positions for adult and children’s social chairs 
were voted on by ballot. Newly elected to 2021 ELVHA 
Board are: Treasurer Kannav (Ken) Sharma, Lakes 
Chairman Jim Tompkins, Maintenance Chairman 
Derick Vizzini, and Restrictions Chairman John 
Freeman; and in a very close ballot vote Amanda 
Vizzini (Adult Social) and Amber Barbieri (Children’s 
Social) were narrowly elected over Meggha Koshal. In 
the great spirit of community here in the village both 
Amanda and Amber asked Meggha to assist them and 
she agreed. The one vacant position on the 2021 
Nominating Committee was filled when Jill Gentner 
graciously volunteered from home via text message, 
rounding out the committee of Amanda Tomkins and 
Katie McKinney. The 2021 members of the Audit 
Committee are Megan Marx and Kathy Serafino. The 
entire 2021 Board of Directors and Committee Chairs 
and their contact information can be found on page 3.   
It is sized so you can cut it out and tape it into your 
2019 ELV phone directory. 

Thank you again to the 2020 Nominating Committee of 
Amanda Tompkins, Wendy Gueth, and Jill Gentner, 
whose hard work brought us four new candidates — one 
of the largest Board member turnovers in my 25 years 
serving. Thank you to tellers Elisabeth Kaniarz, Marie 
Clancey and Patricia Kent, for their accurate counting of 
card votes and the ballot tallies. Thank you to our 
retiring Board members Megan Marx, Tom Kuhn, Joe 
Power, and Charlie Blaeske for their many years of 
work dedicated to improving our village. And thank you 
to returning Board members President Brandon 
Johnson, Vice President John Martin, Recording 
Secretary Mark Barbieri, Corresponding Secretary/
Newsletter Editor Kathleen Donovan, Membership 
Chairwoman Andrea Allemon, Security Chairman Joe 
Lowry, and Special Projects Chairman Matt 
Dombrowski for continuing to serve for the betterment 
of Emerald Lakes Village. (see Survey Results p. 3) 

Adult Halloween        
Photo Scavenger Hunt 

Because adults deserve to have Halloween fun, too!  

October 30th at 6pm 
Walker Beach 

Return to beach at 7:15, Photo slideshow at 7:30  
Even if you don’t participate in the hunt feel free to come 

to the slideshow. 

ELV Adult Ghosts and Gremlins,  
Create a team or set out with your spouse or best friend for this 

Halloween Photo Scavenger Hunt. Costumes are not mandatory, but 
they may get you some extra points. You will receive your list and set  

off on foot or by bike for an evening of terrifyingly horrific laughs         
and photos to show the proof.  

Bring a smartphone or digital camera with a USB cord, flashlight, 
your own beverages and snacks, and a blanket  

to sit on for the slideshow.   

Contact Amanda at ELVAdultSocial@gmail.com or  
by phone at 248-227-9612 for more info. 

(FYI - Participants will not be lurking around houses or doing anything              
to cause any worry for residents.) 

Children’s Halloween Bash 
Hear Ye! Hear Ye!  

Something's brewing, and it'll be ghoulishly fun . . .  
A wicked good time for everyone!  

Creep in our pumpkin patch.  
Crawl on over to our table of devilish treats.   

Shake your rattling bones and groove to       
the sounds of a Halloween beat!   

Park your broomsticks or hearses at Walker Beach 

Saturday, October 24th 
Mischief begins at 10 o'clock am and ends at  

the stroke of 12 . . . noon. 
Costumes 

encouraged,       
but not 

required.  
Prizes will be drawn at the eleventh hour! Questions and 
RSVP by 10/20/20 to Amber at ELVChildrenSocial@gmail.com. 

Emerald Lakes Village Update 
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Welcome, Neighbors! 
By Andrea Allemon, Membership Chairwoman 

If you are new to our village (or know of 
someone new) please contact me at 

ELVMembership@gmail.com so  I can greet you 
(properly physically distanced, of course) and provide you with 
important information about our lakes, Restrictions, social events 
and more! 

Maintenance Report 
Newly elected Maintenance Chairman Derick Vizzini is pricing 
out digital light timers with battery back-up for the lights on our 
beach lots. This will avoid having to reset them when there are 
power outages and the semiannual daylight saving time changes. 
DTE has been contacted to fix the electricity at Walker Beach. 

Audit Committee Report 
CPA and ELV resident Sue Beach reports: Megan, I found the 
books to be in good order as in the past. I looked at the yearend  
as well as several interim reports, all found to be in good order. 
There was a difference between the GL and the bank rec of $240 
at 10/31/19. This is most likely a posting in November posted 
with an October date. It is small, no need to investigate. I 
reviewed the 1120-H and the supporting documentation you 
provided. Again, all in good order. 

My thanks to you for donating your time and expertise to ELV. 
We are very fortunate to have you on “board”! 

Lakes Report 
Who Ya Gonna Call? Goosebusters! 

It is important to the water quality of our 
lakes and no doubt to your beaches and 
lawns to make ELV an unfriendly place for 
geese to stop on their way south. Do not  

feed the geese — scare them away. 

If geese are on your property scare them away with scarecrows, 
by banging on pots and pans, or sending out your dog or children 
to make them fly away. These techniques work best when the 
birds first arrive and at night. If you see large numbers of geese 
out on the lake call a Goosebuster — John Hodsdon, 248-765-
0318 (Sandshores, Crystal, Emerald); Bob Gentner, 734-560-
0469 (Andale, Pebble, Walker, Emerald); Steve Gentner, 313- 
530-5501 (Pebble, Andale, Walker); Dan Dombrowski, 248-633-
3452 (Emerald, Crystal, Sandshores); or Jason Tasich, 586-344-
4407 (Andale, Pebble, Walker, Emerald). They will discharge 
very loud “crackers” or “screamers” to scare away the geese. 

Small Price For Fall Beauty 
To me there are few things better that Mother 
Nature has to offer than the beautiful colors of 
the fall leaves. The down side is those beautiful 
colors are just one step ahead of a bit of work 
for you and I. It is very important that all 
homeowners rake leaves out of the street and 
lakeside homeowners rake leaves off their 

beaches and out of the water. Leaves settling in the lake create 
muck and release unwanted nutrients into the water as they 
degrade. So, embrace the beauty of the leaves and then embrace 
your rake, leaf blower, or mower; gather them up and put them   
in yard waste bags or cans or in your garden as mulch. Thanks! 

Clear the Beaches 
Once your beach season is over move anything from your     
beach that may float away in the spring to your garage or to 
higher ground to prevent any drain flow problems in the spring. 
More than once, 4” x 4” lumber has been found in drains  
between our lakes. 

Blue Dye Not Allowed? 
There may have been some confusion at the Homeowners 
Meeting about lake treatments and the use of blue dye in our 
lakes. Let me clarify. This year the Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) removed dye 
from their approved chemicals for standard permits. LakePro   
was allowed to use blue dye in ELV this year under an individual 
permit, which is valid through 2022. As long as we continue 
using LakePro as our lake management company through 2022, 
we will be allowed to use blue dye in our lakes (with the 
exception of Walker). After 2022, who knows. There has been a 
severe backlash on this policy so we can hope that there will be a 
change by 2023. EGLE issued no individual permits for the use  
of dye this year. 

Safety Reminders 
Since we gain an hour of sleep at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday,  
November 1st why not use that extra time on Saturday to take 
care of some safety items around the house. 

 Put new batteries in your smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors. 

 Clean your dryer screen, vent pipe, and under your dryer. 

 Make an appointment with a professional chimney sweep to 
have your chimney cleaned. -2- 



(continued from page 1) Five Year Plan Survey Results 
Recording Secretary Mark Barbieri presented the results of the Five Year Plan Survey that he compiled with rankings from the 59 
homes responding in two ways — total votes and ranked weighting. Both methods yielded the same top four results. Drum roll 
please . . . (1) reclaim sand at beach lots, (2) fix neighborhood sidewalks, (3) improve entrance lighting, and (4) update entrance signs  
(2:1 margin over replacing). The fifth item depends on the ranking method: playground equipment or a more interactive website. 

While none of these items have been approved for execution, it provides clear  direction for  the Board about what items we 
should investigate more and what we should set aside. Some items have been started. The most popular item with a vote from nearly 
3 out of every 4 ballots (reclaiming sand) was successfully done with a group of volunteers this summer at both Walker and 
Sandshores beaches. This will become a consistent effort likely 1-2 times each summer. Corresponding Secretary Kathleen Donovan 
contacted Troy DPW and learned that they will not be surveying village sidewalks for repair or replacement until 2023/2024 at the 
earliest. However, residents can report trip hazards to the DPW by calling 248-524-3392, emailing to Scott.Carruthers@troymi.gov, 
or repairing them yourself. Some ideas on refreshing our entrance signs have also been procured. 

We also received 33 additional ideas that can be considered in the future. The most frequently mentioned included: (1) improving 
grass at the beach lots, (2) security changes for beach lots, and (3) enforcing and/or revising our current restrictions agreement.  

The next step is now to ask for volunteers to investigate (with Board guidance) the high priority items and develop plans for review 
by the Board. If you would like to help in this way please contact Matt Dombrowski at ELVSpecialProjects@gmail.com or Recording 
Secretary Mark Barbieri at 
ELVRecordingSecretary@gmail.com. 

Approved 2021 Budget 
Income 

Dues .................................. $121,000 
Late fees, liens ............................ 450 
Advertising .............................. 3,200 
Interest ........................................ 215 
Total Income: ................... $124,865 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Projected income (loss) ..... $13,298 

Transfer to Reserve Acct. ...... $6,500 
Under allocated funds ......... $6,798 

Carp Contest Winners 
On the lighter side of meeting agenda items 
we found out that a grandfather and grandson 
were the winners in our carp catching contest. 
Grandpa Bob Gentner led the adults with 5 
caught carp 
and grandson 
Will reeled in 
28. Overall, 
108 carp were 
removed from 
our lakes with 
the most being 
caught on 
Walker Lake. 
Thank you to 
all our fishers 
whose haul 
helped improve 
our lakes and 
Joe Lowry for 
keeping tally. 
 

  

2021 ELVHA Board and Committees 
Cut out the list and tape it in your 2019 ELV Directory. Directories are still available 
from Andrea. Contact her at ELVMembership@gmail.com.  

2021 ELVHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

All area codes are 248 unless otherwise noted. 

President ....................... Brandon Johnson .......... ELVPresident1@gmail.com  ........... 586-612-4121 

Vice President ............... John Martin .................... ELVVicePresident@gmail.com .............. 828-3651 

Recording Secretary ..... Mark Barbieri ................. ELVRecordingSecretary@gmail.com .... 885-1068 

Treasurer ....................... Kannav (Ken) Sharma ... ELVTreasurer@gmail.com .................... 590-6007 
        (Send dues to: ELVHA, P.O. Box 113, Troy, MI 48099-0113) 

Lakes ............................. Jim Tompkins ................ ELVLakes@gmail.com 

Maintenance .................. Derick Vizzini ................. ELVMaintenance1@gmail.com ............. 521-4516 

Membership................... Andrea Allemon ............. ELVMembership@gmail.com  ............... 879-1111 

Newsletter Editor ........... Kathleen Donovan ......... jbktroy@aol.com .................................... 879-7364 
 (Mail or bring articles/ads to 6653 Emerald Lake or email) 

Restrictions.................... John Freeman ............... ELVRestrictions@gmail.com  

Security ......................... Joe Lowry ...................... Lowry2k2@comcast.net ........................ 867-6797 

Special Projects ............ Matt Dombrowski ........... ELVSpecialProjects@gmail.com ........... 219-1383 

Non-Voting Committees 

Adult Social Chair .......... Amanda Vizzini .............. ELVAdultSocial@gmail.com .................. 227-9612 

Auditing ......................... Megan Marx, Kathy Serafino 

Children’s Social Chair .. Amber Barbieri ............... ELVChildrenSocial@gmail.com ............. 885-1069 
 Easter Egg Hunt  ......... Kat Hamill ...................... kathamill@gmail.com ............................. 525-3490 
 FunDay........................ Meggha Koshal .............. megghakoshal@gmail.com ................... 631-6033 
 Halloween Party .......... Amber Barbieri ............... ELVChildrenSocial@gmail.com ............. 885-1069 

 Garage Sale .................. Darlene Mehrer .............................................................................. 515-4102 

 Goosebusters ................ John Hodsdon ............... Sandshores, Crystal, Emerald ............... 765-0318 
  Bob Gentner .................. Andale, Pebble, Walker, Emerald ... 734-560-0469 
  Steve Gentner ............... Pebble, Andale, Walker .................. 313-530-5501 
  Dan Dombrowski ........... Emerald, Crystal, Sandshores ............... 633-3452 
  Jason Tasich ................. Andale, Pebble, Walker .................. 586-344-4407 

Lake Reps/Rakes .......... Jerry Redmer ................. Andale .................................................... 705-1855 
 Ken Grand ..................... Crystal .................................................... 854-5509 
 Nancy Krisfalusi ............. Emerald.................................................. 879-9034 
 Tom Kuhn ...................... Pebble .................................................... 227-2462 
 John Schmitt .................. Sandshores (rake at beach lot).............. 879-7884 
 Megan Marx ................... Walker .................................................... 250-6794 
 Tim & Ann McLain ......... Walker .................................................... 885-0662 

Nominating  ................... Amanda Tompkins, Katie McKinney Jill Gentner 

ELV Website: ........www.elvsite.com. Contact Kathleen with questions, comments, information. 
    Google Group ........To join contact Allan Boots at allanboots@yahoo.com 

Expenses:  

Lakes .................................... $39,360 
Maintenance ........................... 26,400 
Special Projects ...................... 20,000 
Security ....................................... 200 
Restrictions ..................................... 0 
Utilities ..................................... 6,565 
Admin/Business ..................... 14,742 
Children’s Social ...................... 4,300 

Total Expenses: ................ $111,567 
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Special Projects 
Progress 
Special Projects Chairman Matt Dombrowski 
reports on many accomplishments since the last 
newsletter . . .. 

Emerald Lake Beach 
Northern Impression has finished the wall and 
recessed stairway at Emerald Beach. It looks 
great! Thank you to Ken Grand who kept an eye 
on the quality of the work being done. Sod will 
be laid where needed from construction damage 
some time this month.  

Sandshores Lake 
Beach 
With Northern 
Impressions already 
working on the wall at 
Emerald Beach we were able to have them also 
replace the wall at Sandshores Beach and also 
add a small recessed stairway to aid older 
individuals in accessing the sandy part of the 
beach and the water. Gravel at the side of the boat 
ramp will be removed. Sod will also be put in in 
any damaged lawn areas.  

Walker Beach 
One of the most frequently mentioned 
suggestions in the Five Year Plan Survey was 
improving the grass at our beach lots. The Board 
has contracted with Dependable Rain to repair the 
sprinkler system at Walker Beach this month and 
Trombley Sod Farm will be laying sod mid to 
late October.  

WayBack Machine 
You have to be a certain age to understand that 
this is a reference to a cartoon time machine not a 
digital archive of Internet sites. Here are some 
tidbits on what was in the newsletter . . . 

15 years ago this month: Bylaws were revised. 
Residents were asked to write to Gov. Granholm 
to have MDEQ reverse their decision denying us 
the use of blue dye in our lakes. 

20 years ago: “Keep Our Water Clean” stickers 
were applied to the curb above 95 storm drains 

35 years ago: Tony Alati (son of Henry and 
Andrea Allemon) was crowned king at Athens 
Homecoming. Tom Loftus was on the 
Homecoming Court. 

40 years ago: Diane and Steve Troychak 
hosted a “Gourmet Regatta” 3-course fondue 
dinner. First place winners of the regatta were 
Henry Allemon, Don Brudzinski and Carol Price. 

And have you thought of the cartoon? If you said 
Peabody’s Improbable History from the Rocky 
and Bullwinkle Show you’re right. If you said 
Mr. Peabody and Sherman I’ll give you credit for 
that, too. 

Community Spirit 

As I have said before and will say again it is the people of Emerald Lakes 
Village that make it such a great place to live. Proof provided below.  

Garage Sale 
Wasn’t it fun to get out and visit with friends and neighbors in the 
village? Thanks to Darlene Mehrer, our Garage Sale guru, and the 
40 homes offering items for sale there were many opportunities for 

residents to buy items and connect or reconnect with each other. And from 
what I heard sales were brisk as well. Young entrepreneurs selling hot 
chocolate, lemonade, and hand-crafted bracelets brought a big smile to my 
face, too; but you may 
not have seen it 
through my mask. 
Who knew a garage 
sale could be so 
uplifting? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great Guys Cleaning Up ELV Clutter 
While maintaining social distancing this 
year, Jay Reynolds and Doug Haxer cut up 
9 paddle boats, 2 basketball rims and posts, a broken decorative gas light, 
and a sailboat. Doug also found new homes for 3 paddle boats that were 
too nice to cut up. 

Emerald Beach Concert 2020 Finale 
With the largest turnout of the concert season at 
Emerald Beach, Bob Gentner, Gary Garland, and 
Rob Cameron entertained residents until dark on a 
beautiful fall evening. Ann Garland and Barbara 
Leitner provided cider and donuts and a good time 
was had by all —even the 6 cormorants perched 
high in a cottonwood tree nearby. 
They did not get any cider or donuts, 
however. A huge THANK YOU to 
Bob, Gary and Rob and to Ann, 
Barb, and Victoria Cameron for 
providing many neighbors with so 
many relaxing, enjoyable nights with 
music at the beach.  

Ann says that the guys are going to 
continue to practice over the winter 
and be back next year to entertain us.  

Easter Eggstravaganza Needs Co-Chair 
Kat Hamill is looking for a co-chair to help with the Easter Eggstravaganza 
for 2021. If you can help out please contact her at kathamill@gmail.com or 
248-525-3490. 

ELV Book Club 

Our next meeting is Thursday, October 22 at 7 pm at the home of Jill 
Gleba, 6239 Sandy Point. The book up for discussion is The Dutch House 

by Ann Patchett. As always, bring a dish or drink to pass and call or text 
Jill  at 248-808-4295 to let her know if you will be attending.  
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Classified Ads 
Childcare 
 College student with babysitting 

experience. Contact Grace at 248-  
376-4817. Text is preferred. 

FREE Dolls to Good Homes 
 I have a number of handcrafted, 

porcelain dolls made by my mother  
who was a member of the Michigan 
Doll Makers Guild during the 1980s. 
Some of these dolls were award 
winners. I am now looking for new 
homes for them. If you are interested, 
please contact Bob Oren at: 
robert_oren@yahoo.com for photos 
and descriptions.  

Home Services 
 Need a handyman? Call Bill at 248-

879-9234 and leave a message. 

Other Services 
 Is the cost of your Health Insurance 

making you sick? Group, Medicare 
and Individual Plans. Call ELV 
resident Dan Dombrowski for a free 
quote. 248-633-3452.  

 Emerald Lakes Senior Services, LLC 
is offering transportation by 
appointment to or from your home 
to Detroit Metro or Flint Bishop 
airports to all ELV residents. Call or 
text resident Hank at 248-891-1108. 

 

Wanted 
 Adult intermediate pianist looking for 

adult musician to accompany and 
play for fun and enjoyment. 
Classical music preferred. Available 
to practice days or evenings. Call   
248-879-2995 and leave message.  

 ELVHA Board looking for storage 
space in someone’s basement, 
garage, or place of business for social 
event items and other things. Items 
currently in a storage unit. Contact 
Kathleen at jbktroy@aol.com. if you 
can help. 

Maintenance to 
Prevent Problems 
 Still have a rubber hose on your 

washing machine? Replace it with a 
stainless steel braided hose. 

 Be sure to get leaves out of gutters to 
prevent ice dams this winter. 

 Mid-October is a great time to rid your 
lawn of invasive violets and ground 
ivy, such as Creeping Charlie, as 
herbicides will be taken into the roots. 

 A frozen garden hose can burst the 
pipes inside your house. Close outside 
spigots and detach, drain, and store 
hoses before the first freeze. 

 Fertilize in late October to early 
November. Detroit News gardening 
expert Nancy Szerlag mows leaves 

into her lawn and then 
puts down Grass 
Magic, a phosphorus-
free, organic fertilizer 
with “zillions” of 
beneficial organisms 
that break down the 
leaves quickly, 
feeding the soil and 
the grass. 

 Wipe your 
refrigerator door seal 
with a sponge and 
warm, soapy water to 
keep it in good shape. 
If you close the 

refrigerator door on a dollar bill and 
the bill doesn’t stay in place, the door 
needs adjusting or the seal replacing. 

 

You want to stay in the place 
you call home. We can help. 

Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently owned and operated. 

Comprehensive Care Household Duties 
Personal Care Respite Care 
Meals & Nutrition Hospice Care 
Transportation     Support Services 

248.203.2273 
HomeInstead.com/283 

Next deadline: November 6, 2020 
Mail or bring to: 6653 Emerald Lake 
Email to: jbktroy@aol.com 

  MASTER PLUMBER 

Dean Moser 
Licensed & Insured 

New Construction  Remodeling  Repairs 

Water Heaters All Piping  
Sump Pumps Sinks and Faucets 
Gas Lines Ceramic 

Work Saturdays and Evenings, Too 
Special Rates for ELV Residents 

Call or text 248-417-7070 

 

Your neighborhood landscape 
maintenance provider! 

Fall & Winter Services: 

 Fall Cleanups  
 Curbside Leaf Pickup 
 Gutter Cleaning             
 Snow Plowing          

ELV References  Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

Call Dan - (248) 225-9896 

Bye-bye summer. 
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LAW OFFICE OF 

JOHN  
 FREEMAN 
 

John Freeman, Attorney 
Criminal Defense  

3150 Livernois, Suite 270 formerfedlawyer@hotmail.com 

Troy, MI 48083 www.formerfedlawyer.com 

248-250-9950 248-250-5857 (FAX)
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LaPlante’s  
Maintenance & Arborist, LLC 

Shrub/Tree Shaping & Trimming  

Tree Removal  Stump Grinding  

Lawn Fertilization Programs 

Shrub/Tree Health  Deep Root Injection  

DANA STEVENS 
Certified Arborist 

Cell: 586-481-3262 
Office: 248-528-1309 

All State Tree 
& Lawn Service Inc. 

Tree/Shrub 
Removal 

Stump 
Grinding 

Trimming 

Tree Care 

Storm Damage 

“The Tree Doctors” 

Jamie Hay 
Certified Arborist 

Weed Management 

Micro Injections 

Phosphorus-Free 
Fertilizing 

Consultation 

Fully Insured 

Insect/Disease 
Control 

(248) 689-5750 
www.allstatetree.com 

 
 
 

Partnering Companies – Balancing Resources 
Unique Opportunities in Robotics & Automation 

Retirees / Engineers / Students 

Contact ELV Resident Richard Rondeau 

586.404.6378 
www.rondoautomation.com  Veteran Owned Small Business 

Vinyl Kraft Home Improvement 
Your Premier Siding Company 

Also, Window Replacement  Awnings  Roofing  
Porch Enclosures 

Highly Recommended by Your Neighbors in Emerald Lakes Village 

(586) 415-4000 
Licensed & Insured 

         17655 14 Mile Rd  Fraser, MI 48026 


