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Keep Those
Ideas Coming

Matt Dombrowski, Special Projects
Kathleen Donovan, Newsletter Editor

The ELVHA Board is
constructing a five
year plan for
improving all
aspects of Emerald
Lakes Village —
special projects,
landscaping, maintenance,
children’s social, adult social, lakes,
newsletter, website, etc. We appreciate
all the ideas that have been submitted
thus far and say, “Keep ‘em coming!”
While there are 11 people on the Board
we certainly can’t see everything that
needs or could be done. With 551
homes in the village that’s at least 551
different perspectives and views of
each little piece of our neighborhood.
Special Projects Chairman Matt
Dombrowski is hosting a
brainstorming session at his home at
6154 Sandshores on Monday,
February 24 at 7 pm for interested
residents. Ever yone pr esent will have
a chance to speak or provide ideas in a
positive manner. No judgments or
criticisms. If you plan on attending
please call or text Matt at 248-2191383. If you would just like to text him
your ideas that is fine, too.

www.elvsite.com

Editor: Kathleen Donovan

Looking Forward to Spring?

Ah, February — the month of perusing gardening magazines, trips to the butterfly
garden and aviary at the Detroit Zoo or to the Belle Isle Conservatory just to soak in and
savor some craved for greenery.
If your thoughts are turning to landscape (or any outdoor construction) improvements
once the weather improves, first and foremost: Read our Restrictions Agreement and
submit your plan to Restrictions Chair, Charlie Blaeske, elvretrictions@gmail.com,
for review by him and the ELVHA Board. After receiving the “go ahead” from the
Board then get other permits from EGLE (formerly MDEQ) and the city, if needed.
Builders say “Measure twice, cut once.” so you don’t have to redo something. In this
case submit your plans once so you don’t have to do your project twice because you
violated the Restrictions Agreement. Violations are addressed and enforced. If you can’t
locate your printed copy of our Restrictions Agreement it can be found at
www.elvsite.com under “Policies”.
When landscaping also consider features that reduce stormwater runoff directly into our
lakes or via street or yard drains.
 Seek alternatives to hard surfaces to allow stormwater to be absorbed into soil.
 Capture water in rain gardens.
 Direct gutters away from hard surfaces, such as driveways.
 Create large planting beds to reduce the size of your lawn and the amount of fertilizer
you would use on your lawn.
You can also help our lake water by signing up to receive flowering aquatic plants to
take in nitrogen and phosphorus and provide cover for fish. Plants would be purchased
and planted by the Association and located so as not to infringe on your swimming area.
If you are interested contact Tom Kuhn at tekuhn@aol.com or 248-227-2462.

ELV Easter Eggstravaganza

Will You Wait Until
Leap Day or Pay Today?
As of February 10th dues from 345 homes have
been paid. If you do the math, that’s 63%, which is
awesome! Thanks, everyone. Still doing the math,
for the remaining 37% of you, please pay by Leap
Day, February 29 so you are not charged a late fee.
Send your check with the invoice at right to help us
keep accurate records. Or you may pay using your
bank’s online bill pay method as long as your ELV
residence address appears on the check.
If you have any questions please contact Megan Marx
at elvtreasurer@gmail.com or 248-250-6794.

Parents, grandparents, children and grandchildren, all are invited to hop on
over to the Emerald Lakes Village Easter Eggstravaganza on Saturday,
April 11 from 1:30 — 3 pm at Emerald Beach on Lyster Lane. More
information will be in next month’s newsletter, but if you can help Kat
Hamill with preparations for the festivities or help the day of, please call
or text her at 248-525-3490.

2020 ELV HOMEOWNERS’ DUES INVOICE

$220 payable through February 29, 2020.
$25 late fee applies for payments received on or after March 1, 2020.
Mail this invoice and check payable to Emerald Lakes Village
Homeowners’ Association to: ELVHA, P.O. Box 113, Troy, MI 48099-0113.
Please Print
Your Name
Street Address
Check No.

( if new number)

 Phone

Welcome,
Neighbors!

Andrea Allemon, Membership

If you need a
phone directory
or are new to
Emerald lakes Village (or know of
someone new) please contact me
at 248-879-1111 or
andrea48085@yahoo.com. I have
important information for you
about our lakes, Restrictions,
bylaws, maps, social events, and
much, much more! Thank you.

ELV Volunteer of the Year 2019
It was really quite easy for the ELVHA Board to choose our village’s volunteer of the year
for 2019. During his 19 years living in ELV he has made numerous contributions to bettering
our village. He was Board Vice President from 2002-2004, founded and hosted our MiniTriathlon for 7 years, served as a goosebuster for 3 years, and has been DJ at FunDay. To
my mind, his most significant accomplishments have been coordinating the removal of the
cement drain outlet that bisected Walker Beach and the relocation of the associated
underground drain pipe, which has created a safer and more beautiful beach. For all these
achievements that help keep Emerald Lakes Village a beautiful, fun, and peaceful community
to live and raise a family, the ELVHA Board has chosen Special Projects Chairman Matt
Dombrowski as our 2019 Volunteer of the Year.
Matt will be recognized at the Troy Community Volunteer Recognition Banquet on Tuesday,
April 21 at the San Marino Club. The reception begins at 6 pm and dinner is served at 6:45,
followed by the awards ceremony, which honors outstanding residents who have made
significant contributions to a specific organization in Troy. A Troy business will also be
recognized for providing significant support to local schools, community groups, and/or
non-profit organizations and a Distinguished Citizen Award will be presented to a Troy
resident who has made significant contributions through their involvement in a number of
local organizations and selflessly given support to an individual, group, local church,
school, neighbors or others that positively impacted the health, welfare and safety of the
Troy community.
If you would like to be a part of this uplifting and inspiring evening contact Andrea Allemon
at 248-879-1111 or Andrea48085@yahoo.com by April 7 for tickets and to select your dinner
entrée. The cost is $35.

If Your Tree Falls on Your Neighbor’s
Property . . .
Does it make a sound? Yes. Do you pay for any damage? Possibly. AAA reports that you
would probably be responsible for payment if your tree was known to be diseased, dead or
neglected; if you were cutting the tree without professional help; or if the tree was a clear
danger to your neighbor’s property and your neighbor has evidence that they requested you
prune it.
Your neighbor would pay if the tree was healthy and fell or dropped a limb due to a storm or
if you can show that you’ve had an arborist properly maintaining your tree.
It’s smart to have a professional prune or remove a problem tree before it causes damage.
February is a great month for tree trimming or removal. If you have a tree between the
sidewalk and the street with dead or broken branches or branches that are hanging too low,
contact the DPW at 248-524-3392. Trees elsewhere on your property are your responsibility.

What is Keeping Stories?

Friends and neighbors of
Emerald Lakes Village send
their deepest condolences to
the family of Dorothy Lawson.
Dorothy was an original
homeowner in ELV, having
moved here in 1973.

Keeping Stories is a memory archiving business created by longtime ELV residents, Jim and
Donna Jackson. Jim previously managed a video duplication company in Troy. He began
recording life stories over 20 years ago because he wanted to preserve the historic and unique
stories of family members as told in their own voice. Keeping Stories creates a beautifully
edited “highlight reel” video of someone’s life (either yours or your loved ones’). They do
this by recording your stories on video, but they also offer a “camera-shy package” for those
who don’t like to be videotaped. The video can be created with an audio recording and
photographs. Keeping
Stories offers other archiving
services as well, such as
scanning photographs or
creating video montages for
special life events. If you
don’t have access to the
internet, or just want to learn
more, feel free to call Jim at
(248) 509-7029. He’ll be
happy to show you samples
and share more information
about Keeping Stories.

Company
Recommendation
Tina Olesen writes: Do your
finances a favor, and contact
Adam Funk, CFP MSF
(Funk@savingscoach.com or
248-246-1580) for your tax preparation.
He is current, thorough, patient, local
and affordable! Bonus: He was also
raised here! I cannot praise him enough!
Many of my friends and family benefit
from his services!

What are Those
Kids Up To?

Robert Gomez, the son of Bob and
Laura Gomez on Sandshores Drive,
has published his second fiction novel,
Society Girl. The story follows a young
man struggling to survive the Great
Depression when an old family friend
offers him an invitation into Chicago's
high society in exchange for his
unwavering loyalty. Eric is able to reap
the benefits of his wealthy benefactor
until a blindsiding betrayal puts
everything in doubt. Mysterious letters,
secret codes, and the male libido drive
Eric to choose between love, sanity, and
revenge, but is it his choice to make?
Society Girl is available in paperback
and e-book on Amazon (https://
www.amazon.com/Society-Girl-RobertGomez/dp/1708007512).
Way to go, Robert!

LaPlante’s

Maintenance and Arborist, LLC

Hey! Where’s My
Classified Ad ?

ELV Resident

Scott Wetzel

Realtor
Notary  Financial Associate

I only received a couple requests from
advertisers to continue their ads. If you
want your ad back in the newsletter email
it to Kathleen at jbktroy@aol.com or
mail it to or drop it off at 6653 Emerald
Lake Drive by March 6.
There is no charge for written ads;
however, the Board has determined that
written ads should be limited to small
money-making ventures. It will be left to
the discretion of the newsletter editor
whether or not a resident may advertise
their business for free.
Business owners can purchase display ad
runs, space permitting. Ad rates are $60
for 1 month, $100 for 2 months, $135 for
3 months and $40/month for 4 or more
months. Contact Kathleen at 248-8797364 or jbktroy@aol.com if you have
interest or questions.

248.709.1179

ScottWetzel@yahoo.com

2019 Stats
Houses Sold = 20, Pending = 1
Ave. Days on Market = 30
Call me today and let me help you factually
make decisions that best fit your needs!
www.WetzelAgent.com
3345 W. Auburn Rd., Rochester Hills, MI 48309

Mardi Gras Ball
Saturday, February 22
7:11 pm –Midnight
Live Music by The Sorgenbrecher
Donation $20  All seats reserved
Dinner at 6 pm for additional charge.

Prizes for best &
most original costumes
Carpathia Hall - 38000 Utica Rd, Sterling Hts.

Childcare

 College student with babysitting
experience. Contact Grace at 248376-4817. Text is preferred.

For info or reservations, call ELV Resident
Edith at 248-879-2814.

Found

Taste of Troy

 Electronic car key fob on Emer ald
Lake Drive. Call Adele at 248-4965751.

TO BENEFIT BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF TROY

Sunday, March 1  1 to 4 pm

San Marino Club, 1685 Big Beaver

Other Services

 Emerald Lakes Senior Services, LLC
is offering transportation by
appointment to or from your home
to Detroit Metro or
Tree/Shrub
Flint Bishop
Removal
airports to all ELV
Stump
residents. Call or
Grinding
text resident Hank
at 248-891-1108.
Trimming

Nearly 30 Troy Restaurants
Silent & Live Auctions  Music
Advanced tickets $45, $50 at door
Order online at www.bgctroy.org.
Weed Management
Micro Injections

All State Tree Phosphorus-Free
Fertilizing
& Lawn Service Inc. Consultation

Tree Care

Fully Insured

Storm Damage

Insect/Disease
Control

“The Tree Doctors”

Jamie Hay

(248) 689-5750
www.allstatetree.com

Certified Arborist

DANA STEVENS

Certified Arborist
Shrub/Tree Health
Deep Root Injection
Shrub/Tree Shaping & Trimming
Tree Removal  Stump Grinding
Lawn Fertilization Programs

Cell: 586-481-3262
Office: 248-528-1309
Next deadline: March 6, 2020
Mail or bring to: 6653 Emerald Lake
Email to: jbktroy@aol.com

Help
Make-A-Wish

Help raise funds for MakeA-Wish by donating
bottles or cans for
deposit refund. Call Rick
Jones, 248-879-2490, for
pick-up or you drop them
off at 1888 Smallbrook.

RECIPES

20%
OFF
your bill with
this coupon

BREAKFAST  BRUNCH  LUNCH

M-F 8 am—2:30pm Sat & Sun 8 am—3pm
TROY
2919 Crooks
248.614.5390

ROCHESTER
134 W. University
248.659.8267

FARMINGTON HILLS
31110 Haggerty Rd.
248.477.2600

Owned by ELV resident

ELVHA NEWSLETTER
C/O 6653 EMERALD LAKE DR.
TROY, MI 48085

MASTER PLUMBER

Dean Moser

Licensed & Insured

You want to stay in the place
you call home. We can help.

New Construction  Remodeling  Repairs

Water Heaters All Piping
Sump Pumps
Sinks and Faucets
Gas Lines
Ceramic
Work Saturdays and Evenings, Too
Special Rates for ELV Residents
Call or text 248-417-7070

Comprehensive Care
Personal Care
Meals & Nutrition
Transportation

Household Duties
Respite Care
Hospice Care
Support Services

248.203.2273
HomeInstead.com/283
Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently owned and operated.

Vinyl Kraft Home Improvement
Your Premier Siding Company
Also, Window Replacement  Awnings  Roofing
Porch Enclosures
Highly Recommended by Your Neighbors in Emerald Lakes Village

(586) 415-4000
Licensed & Insured
17655 14 Mile Rd  Fraser, MI 48026

