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Put Your
Thinking Caps On

Matt Dombrowski, Special Projects Chairman
Kathleen Donovan, Newsletter Editor

Way back in 2006 the board
created a five year plan to
outline and prioritize
landscaping projects throughout
the 23 common properties (beach lots, cul-desacs, courts) in our village, as well as to
budget for maintenance of those properties,
care of our lakes, utility, business, and
children’s social event expenses. The plan was
updated through 2016 with many “special
projects” being completed over the years.
The ELVHA board is bringing back the five
year plan and is asking for suggestions from
all ELV residents as stakeholders who want to
improve the quality of our village. No ideas
are too big or too small! Ideas can be for
landscaping, lakes, maintenance, our
newsletter and website, children’s events, etc.
— the gamut of what goes on here. The five
year plan would lay out a timeline to prioritize
projects in order of urgency or importance.
Special Projects Chairman Matt Dombrowski
is hosting a brainstorming session at his home
at 6154 Sandshores on Monday, February
24 at 7 pm for interested residents.
Everyone present will have a chance to speak
or provide ideas in a positive manner. No
judgments or criticisms. Please note; however,
that the idea of a playground in the village has
been presented many times in the past and for
many reasons no playground installation will
be considered. Sorry. It would be helpful if
you RSVP by texting Matt at 248-219-1383.

2020 Dues are Due

I wish there
was snow,

Thank you very much to the approximately
25% of homeowners who have paid their 2020
due as of December 31, 2019! If you have yet
to make your payment please mail your check
with the invoice at right to help us keep
accurate records. Or you are welcome to use
your bank’s online bill pay method as long as
your residence address appears on the check.
If you have any questions please contact
Megan Marx at elvtreasurer@gmail.com or
248-250-6794.

Editor: Kathleen Donovan

Making Our Nights Merry & Bright

Given the amount of darkness this time of year, it was very nice to have so many
houses brightly shining with lights and other decorations over the holidays. Of
course, the many excellent displays this year made it a difficult task for the
judges to select only the top two houses. Receiving an honorable mention for
2019 are: the Otrembas, the Levy family, the Meyers, and the Pagonas family.
And now, (drum roll, please) the top vote getters, as compiled by Price
WaterhouseCoopers, are: For the outstanding use of wreaths, ribbons, and an
oversized elf,
in addition to
lovely
lighting, the
winners of the
ELV
traditional
light display
award are the
Dennis family.
For the house
that most lit up
their block,
complete with
the Grinch, the
winner of the
ELV Clark W.
Griswold
award goes to
the Simmons family.
Troy also sponsored a holiday lights contest and more houses in ELV were
recognized than in any other Troy neighborhood. Houses recognized by the City
included: the Goodison’s (DTE’s Favorite), the Marx’s (Frosty’s Favorite), the
Walter’s (Merry Little Christmas Award), the Levy family’s, (Charlie Brown
Christmas Award), and an honorable mention to the Dennis family. Families
were recognized at City Hall by Mayor Ethan Baker and City council members
Theresa Brooks and Ann Erikson Gault and received a certificate of recognition
and an ornament. Thanks, everyone, for making our nights merry and bright!

2020 ELV HOMEOWNERS’ DUES INVOICE

$220 payable now through February 29, 2020.

$25 late fee applies for payments received on or after March 1, 2020.
Mail this invoice and check payable to Emerald Lakes Village Homeowners’
Association to: ELVHA, P.O. Box 113, Troy, MI 48099-0113.
Please Print
Your Name
Street Address
Check No.

( if new number)

 Phone

2019 Year End Report
Megan Marx, Treasurer

Income:
Jan. — Dec. 2019 2019 Budget
Dues, 2019
$94,400
$99,400
Dues, 2020
30,410
21,600
Late fees, liens
575
450
Advertising
3,520
2,960
Activities Participation
0
0
Interest
202
315
Total: $129,107
$124,725
Expenses:
Jan. — Dec. 2019 2019 Budget
Lakes
$44,156
52,210
Maintenance
33,404
29,065
Special Projects
2,289
15,000
Security
0
1,000
Utilities
5,913
6,365
Business
16,156
13,769
Children’s Social
3,111
4,300
Total: $105,029
$121,709
 All dues for 2019 were collected.
 Current Operating Account balance is $85,322.
 $6,500 was put in our Reserve Fund. This is money
set aside in case of a future major problem. The
current balance in the Reserve Fund is $106,624.

Good Food, Friends, Fun

Many thanks to Meggha Koshal and Ken Sharma for organizing a
very fun party at CJ Pub! Over 80 residents attended — many
familiar faces, but some new residents also came out to experience
firsthand the friendliness of the folks in Emerald Lakes Village. A
good time was had by the young and the younger as evident by the
amount of laughter and continuous conversation throughout the
night. Some lucky residents even went home with raffle prizes. John
Martin scored a Lions jersey and Alice Kolesar a bottle of bourbon, I
believe. We look forward to the next event Meggha (and I would
suspect, Ken) will be organizing — ELV FunDay!

Neighbor in the News

We have a superhero of sorts here in Emerald Lakes. An engineer by
day, she becomes the “Superwoman of Soap” at night. When Camilla
Rice could not find a reasonably priced specialty soap to help with
her son’s eczema, she decided to make her own. According to an
article in the Detroit Free Press Camilla now makes a variety of
soaps for sensitive skin as well as other natural bath supplies in her
home studio, usually on Saturday nights. She even has a line of skin
care products for men. You can learn more about Camilla’s line of
skin care products at greenolivesoaps.com or visit her Green Olive
Soaps shop on Fridays and Saturdays or by appointment at the
southeast corner of Wattles and Rochester roads in the strip mall with
Detroit Burger Bar. Best of luck, Camilla. I hope your soap sales
soar! To paraphrase Superman, “Soap, soap and away!”

Lakes Report

Sign Up to Receive Desirable Aquatic Plants

The ELVHA Board and LakePro are now using a multipronged approach toward maintaining and improving our lake water quality.
In addition to killing unwanted and invasive aquatic plants, desirable flowering aquatic plants are being added to our lakes to take in
nitrogen and phosphorus from the water. A lake study done in 1991 by Dr. Douglas Pullman recommended that plants be added to
our lakes and more recently Michigan fisheries biologist, Jeff Braunscheidel, has also told us that this is a good thing to do for our
lake water and fish.
The board began a program to add desirable plants to our lakes last year and would like expand the program this year. Aquatic plants
would be purchased by the Association, which would also take care of planting them. Plants would be placed so as not to infringe on
swimming areas and could be particularly beneficial for homeowners that have drain outfalls, which the plants could hide. If you are
interested in having flowering aquatic plants or have questions, please contact Tom Kuhn at tekuhn@aol.com or 248-227-2462.
Specific plants are being chosen — do not make plans to put in your own aquatic plants.

LakePro Vegetation Surveys from June and August 2019
Lighter areas show plant growth, mostly unwanted aquatic plants. Larger, full color maps are on our website, www.elvsite.com.
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Security

Remember to lock your car doors. Items
were stolen from an unlocked truck on
Emerald Lake Drive in December.

Company
Recommendations
Scott Wetzel writes: Experienced
Glass Block, 586-771-0199.
Great service, clean, great
pricing and respectful. We had
4 basement glass block windows
replaced. Making a huge difference!
They asked if upon calling that you
mention me, Scott Wetzel, or ELV as a
marketing reference point.
Coffmen Tree, 248-379-2715. Tr ee
trimming and removal. They have done
a great job on the removal of several
trees for me in the past month. Full
service and insured.

MASTER PLUMBER

Dean Moser

Licensed & Insured

New Construction  Remodeling  Repairs

Water Heaters All Piping
Sump Pumps
Sinks and Faucets
Gas Lines
Ceramic
Work Saturdays and Evenings, Too
Special Rates for ELV Residents
Call or text 248-417-7070

In the Know
“Old School”

If you’re interested in having the Detroit
News or Free Press delivered to your
home on days when company carriers do
not deliver (M, T, W, Sat.) call or text
Chris Johnson of On Time Delivery at
248-632-9453. He has delivered our
paper for many years.

ELV Google Group

If you would like to join the ELV
Google Group, email Allan at
allanboots@yahooo.com. You can
receive information about changes in the
lake treatment schedule, lost or found
pets, and other timely information from
the ELVHA Board or other residents.

Neighborly Note
We have a new twist on an old problem:
Dog walkers, while neighbors greatly,
greatly appreciate you picking up your
dog’s deposits, we ask that you please do
not deposit the deposits in the garbage
cans on our beach lots. The cans may not
be going to the curb in the winter or may
not even be in their corral. Please take
your bag of “goodies” home to your
trash can. Thanks.

Classified Ad
Renewal
If you would like
your ad to continue
running in 2020
please notify me at
jbktroy@aol.com or
248-879-7364 by
February 7th and
include any changes
to your ad.

Childcare
 College student
with babysitting
experience.
Contact Grace at
248-376-4817.
Text is preferred.

Help Wanted

 New family with three boys moving
into ELV this summer seeks
information on local boy scout
troops, a tailor, saxophone teacher,
a club with tennis courts and a lap
pool, and especially a student/
parent team willing to discuss
Athens High School. Our oldest son
will be entering 9th grade, plans to be
an engineer, and is interested in
playing tennis on a school team.
Email April at redrain24@
hotmail.com or call 248-506-8272.

Home Services
 Curious to see how our ELV
neighborhood is doing? In 2019:
Homes listed 26 - Homes Sold 20 –
Average Days on Mkt 30. Love to
talk with you. Call or text Scott
Wetzel with Key Realty, 248-7091179, to help you in the correct
action to take to best fit your needs.
 Thinking of selling your home?
Contact ELV resident, Bruce, with
Real Estate One, at 248-761-0697.
 If you’re thinking of making that
move to a warmer climate, call the
MacFadyen Team. Residents Ann
248-840-9419 or David 231-2062849, experienced Keller Williams
realtors.

Other Services
 BEMER Physical Vascular
Therapy enhances blood flow and
improves wellbeing! Call for 3
complimentary sessions with Ilene,
248-854-8332; John, 248-765-0318;
or Lynn, 248-765-7012.
 Emerald Lakes Senior Services, LLC
is offering transportation by
appointment to or from your home
to Detroit Metro or Flint Bishop
airports to all ELV residents. Call or
text resident Hank at 248-891-1108.
 ELV resident, Steve, will pick up,
repair, and deliver your cell phone,
usually the same day. Call or text
248-991-5057.

Found
You want to stay in the place
you call home. We can help.
Comprehensive Care
Personal Care
Meals & Nutrition
Transportation

Household Duties
Respite Care
Hospice Care
Support Services

248.203.2273
HomeInstead.com/283
Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently owned and operated.

 Very large, blue
and white
inflatable raft on
Walker Lake.
Please call Adele
at 248-496-5751 if
it’s yours.

Next deadline: February 7, 2020
Mail or bring to: 6653 Emerald Lake
Email to: jbktroy@aol.com

C/O 6653 EMERALD LAKE DR.
TROY, MI 48085

Congratulations, Holiday Lights Contest Winners!

Top: Mayor Ethan Baker, Councilwomen Theresa Brooks and Ann Erikson Gault with the Marx family.
Bottom left to right: the Walters, the Goodisons, the Dennises. Photos at left are video captures, other photos taken by Cindy Stewart.

Let’s Be Careful Out There

Use extreme caution when out on lake ice.
 Beware of the first ice of the season as well as ice formed after
a thaw. It is not uniform in thickness.
 Stay far away from the lake drains where moving water may
weaken the ice.
 Snow acts as an insulator, ice beneath it may be weak.
 After ice forms solidly, a 4” thickness is safe for general use.

