
Put Your     
Thinking Caps On  
Matt Dombrowski, Special Projects Chairman 
Kathleen Donovan, Newsletter Editor 

Way back in 2006 the board 
created a five year plan to 
outline and prioritize 
landscaping projects throughout 

the 23 common properties (beach lots, cul-de-
sacs, courts) in our village, as well as to 
budget for maintenance of those properties, 
care of our lakes, utility, business, and 
childrenôs social event expenses. The plan was 
updated through 2016 with many ñspecial 
projectsò being completed over the years.  

The ELVHA board is bringing back the five 
year plan and is asking for suggestions from 
all ELV residents as stakeholders who want to 
improve the quality of our village. No ideas 
are too big or too small! Ideas can be for 
landscaping, lakes, maintenance, our 
newsletter and website, childrenôs events, etc. 
ð the gamut of what goes on here. The five 
year plan would lay out a timeline to prioritize 
projects in order of urgency or importance. 

Special Projects Chairman Matt Dombrowski 
is hosting a brainstorming session at his home 
at 6154 Sandshores on Monday, February 
24 at 7 pm for interested residents. 
Everyone present will have a chance to speak 
or provide ideas in a positive manner. No 
judgments or criticisms. Please note; however, 
that the idea of a playground in the village has 
been presented many times in the past and for 
many reasons no playground installation will 
be considered. Sorry. It would be helpful if 
you RSVP by texting Matt at 248-219-1383. 

2020 Dues are Due  
Thank you very much to the approximately 
25% of homeowners who have paid their 2020 
due as of December 31, 2019! If you have yet 
to make your payment please mail your check 
with the invoice at right to help us keep 
accurate records. Or you are welcome to use 
your bankôs online bill pay method as long as 
your residence address appears on the check. 
If you have any questions please contact 
Megan Marx at elvtreasurer@gmail.com or 
248-250-6794. 

2020 ELV HOMEOWNERSõ DUES INVOICE 

$220 payable now through February 29, 2020. 

$25 late fee applies for payments received on or after March 1, 2020. 

Mail this invoice and check payable to Emerald Lakes Village Homeownersõ 
Association to: ELVHA, P.O. Box 113, Troy, MI 48099-0113. 

Please Print  
Your Name 

Street Address 

Check No.          Ä Phone    
(| if new number) 

January 2020  www.elvsite.com  Editor: Kathleen Donovan  

Emerald Lakes Village Update 

Making Our Nights Merry & Bright  
Given the amount of darkness this time of year, it was very nice to have so many 
houses brightly shining with lights and other decorations over the holidays. Of 
course, the many excellent displays this year made it a difficult task for the 
judges to select only the top two houses. Receiving an honorable mention for 
2019 are: the Otrembas, the Levy family, the Meyers, and the Pagonas family.  

And now, (drum roll, please) the top vote getters, as compiled by Price 
WaterhouseCoopers, are: For the outstanding use of wreaths, ribbons, and an 
oversized elf, 
in addition to 
lovely 
lighting, the 
winners of the 
ELV 
traditional 
light display 
award are the 
Dennis family. 

For the house 
that most lit up 
their block, 
complete with 
the Grinch, the 
winner of the 
ELV Clark W. 
Griswold 
award goes to 
the Simmons family. 

Troy also sponsored a holiday lights contest and more houses in ELV were 
recognized than in any other Troy neighborhood. Houses recognized by the City 
included: the Goodisonôs (DTEôs Favorite), the Marxôs (Frostyôs Favorite), the 
Walterôs (Merry Little Christmas Award), the Levy familyôs, (Charlie Brown 
Christmas Award), and an honorable mention to the Dennis family. Families 
were recognized at City Hall by Mayor Ethan Baker and City council members 
Theresa Brooks and Ann Erikson Gault and received a certificate of recognition 
and an ornament. Thanks, everyone, for making our nights merry and bright! 

I wish there 
was snow, 

Watch out 
for thin ice. 



Good Food, Friends, Fun  
Many thanks to Meggha Koshal and Ken Sharma for organizing a 
very fun party at CJ Pub! Over 80 residents attended ð many 
familiar faces, but some new residents also came out to experience 
firsthand the friendliness of the folks in Emerald Lakes Village. A 
good time was had by the young and the younger as evident by the 
amount of laughter and continuous conversation throughout the 
night. Some lucky residents even went home with raffle prizes. John 
Martin scored a Lions jersey and Alice Kolesar a bottle of bourbon,  I 
believe. We look forward to the next event Meggha (and I would 
suspect, Ken) will be organizing ð ELV FunDay! 

Neighbor in the News  
We have a superhero of sorts here in Emerald Lakes. An engineer by 
day, she becomes the ñSuperwoman of Soapò at night. When Camilla 
Rice could not find a reasonably priced specialty soap to help with 
her sonôs eczema, she decided to make her own. According to an 
article in the Detroit Free Press Camilla now makes a variety of 
soaps for sensitive skin as well as other natural bath supplies in her 
home studio, usually on Saturday nights. She even has a line of skin 
care products for men. You can learn more about Camillaôs line of 
skin care products at greenolivesoaps.com or visit her Green Olive 
Soaps shop on Fridays and Saturdays or by appointment at the 
southeast corner of Wattles and Rochester roads in the strip mall with 
Detroit Burger Bar. Best of luck, Camilla. I hope your soap sales 
soar! To paraphrase Superman, ñSoap, soap and away!ò  

2019 Year End Report  
Megan Marx, Treasurer 

Income: Jan. ð Dec. 2019 2019 Budget 

Dues, 2019 $94,400 $99,400 
Dues, 2020 30,410 21,600 
Late fees, liens 575 450 
Advertising 3,520 2,960 
Activities Participation 0 0 
Interest 202 315 
                          Total: $129,107 $124,725 

Expenses: Jan. ð Dec. 2019 2019 Budget 

Lakes $44,156 52,210 
Maintenance 33,404 29,065 
Special Projects 2,289 15,000 
Security 0 1,000 
Utilities 5,913 6,365 
Business 16,156 13,769 
Childrenôs Social 3,111 4,300 
                           Total: $105,029 $121,709 

¶ All dues for 2019 were collected. 

¶ Current Operating Account balance is $85,322. 

¶ $6,500 was put in our Reserve Fund. This is money 
set aside in case of a future major problem. The 
current balance in the Reserve Fund is $106,624.  

Lakes Report  
Sign Up to Receive Desirable Aquatic Plants  
The ELVHA Board and LakePro are now using a multipronged approach toward maintaining and improving our lake water quality.  
In addition to killing unwanted and invasive aquatic plants, desirable flowering aquatic plants are being added to our lakes to take in 
nitrogen and phosphorus from the water. A lake study done in 1991 by Dr. Douglas Pullman recommended that plants be added to 
our lakes and more recently Michigan fisheries biologist, Jeff Braunscheidel, has also told us that this is a good thing to do for our 
lake water and fish. 

The board began a program to add desirable plants to our lakes last year and would like expand the program this year. Aquatic plants 
would be purchased by the Association, which would also take care of planting them. Plants would be placed so as not to infringe on 
swimming areas and could be particularly beneficial for homeowners that have drain outfalls, which the plants could hide. If you are 
interested in having flowering aquatic plants or have questions, please contact Tom Kuhn at tekuhn@aol.com or 248-227-2462. 
Specific plants are being chosen ð do not make plans to put in your own aquatic plants.  

LakePro Vegetation Surveys from June and August 2019 
Lighter areas show plant growth, mostly unwanted aquatic plants. Larger, full color maps are on our website, www.elvsite.com. 
 ANDALE CRYSTAL EMERALD PEBBLE SANDSHORES WALKER 

1st Treatment: 6/24 6/3 6/3 6/24 6/3 6/3 
Survey:  6/19 6/19 6/19 6/19 6/19 6/19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Treatment:  7/29 7/15 7/15 7/29 7/15 7/15 
Survey:  8/9 8/1 8/1 8/1 8//1 8/1 


