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OFFICER REPORTS 

President 

 No report. 

Vice President 

 The photo taken today of an ELV resident’s willow tree shows that the tree itself appears to be in compliance with 
the order of the Special Master, i.e., nothing is hanging below seven (7) feet above the water.  However, it’s 
questionable whether the resident had the tree trimmed this winter.  Reached out to AllState regarding this, 
awaiting their response. 

Recording Secretary 

 Created and issued the summary of the minutes from the December 2018 and January 2019 ELV Board Meetings. 
 Created and issued the draft minutes for the March ELV Board Meeting and the agenda for this meeting. 
 Reserved the Troy Union Cafeteria for ELVHOA Spring Meeting to be held at 7pm on Wednesday, May 22, 2019. 
 Developed a list of six (6) homeowners on Sandshores Lake interested in emergent/aquatic plantings for spring 

2019 at their lakefront and contacted them with query about plant selections.  Heard back from four (4) of them. 

Corresponding Secretary 

 I got Scott Carruthers (Troy DPW) to put a bi-annual inspection of the drain from Sandshores Lake to the creek on 
the DPW’s computer system that automatically generates a work order.  

 We do not need a permit to clean the outfalls or inlets to the lakes, but the City is responsible for the maintenance 
of storm drain pipes and their outlets/inlets.  Scott Carruthers says that if ELVHA hires a company or if anyone 
other than City staff cleans out catch basins in rear yards they are required to have a million dollar insurance 
policy. 

 Scott Carruthers investigated silt bags for possible use in backyard drains per our request when the Lakes Chair, 
Recording Secretary and I met with him.  There are many options with regard to flow rates and designs, but the 
flaw is that someone has to pick them up manually to clean/empty them.  This is a problem because of the weight 
of the grates added with the weight of the material that is collected in the bag.  Keep in mind that if they are not 
emptied on a quasi –regular basis, the material may break down and allow the sediment to flow into the lake 
anyway.  
- Do we want to pursue this idea?  Difficult issue, not easy to address.   
- The Lakes Chair suggested possibly having the City put in different storm gates with a design that has less 

open area for debris to fall through.   
 Resident suggested that we put a letter in the newsletter that residents could give (email?) to their lawn service 

company reminding them to keep fertilizer out of street and off sidewalks and to keep grass and leaves out of the 
lake and streets.  
- Do we want to pursue this idea?  Prevent fertilizer into lakes – possibly try to restrict somehow, maybe just 

liquid? 
- The Board had some discussion of this idea but did not decide upon a way forward. 

 ELV residents are researching little lending libraries and the cost of the materials. They will build and install for 
the cost of the materials.  

 An ELV resident is asking that the Board approve the purchase of 600 shell crackers, 600 screamers, 200 blanks, 
and two (2) new pistols for Goosebusting. The cost is $723.   The last purchase of the items was in November 2016 
for $632, although not certain that 2016 purchase included any pistols. 

 The Vice President moved to approve $723 for the purchase of 600 shell crackers, 600 screamers, 200 
blanks, and two (2) new pistols for Goosebusting.  The Restrictions Chair seconded and the Board 
approved. 

 LakeFront Lawn Care’s ad is actually for nine (9) months not 10 as previously reported.   Dan Kreza has paid $360. 
 Vinyl Kraft has paid $360 for their nine (9) month ad. 
 Dean Moser has paid $120 for a three (3) month ad. 
 No payment is yet received from Complete Landscaping. 
 

Treasurer 

 Provided the Board with the unpaid dues listing.   Sent out invoices in early 
March.  Latest status is that 14 more homeowners have paid so there remain 
11 homeowners we 2019 dues still outstanding.   

Current Balances – ELV Accounts 
Operating Account:  $154,806 
Reserve Account:  $100,123 
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 The Corresponding Secretary  moved to approve the MARCH Treasurer’s Reports.  The Membership 
Chair seconded and the Board approved. 

Assistant Treasurer (OPEN) 

Lakes 

Lake Pro Contract:  

 The Board approved a modified contract with Lake Pro by email.  Subsequently, the Corresponding Secretary 
suggested some additions, which the Board has not yet approved.  In response to these suggestions, Pete from 
Lake Pro put forth a suggestion regarding treatments in Sandshores Lake with Lake Pro Pellets (beneficial 
bacteria) to deal with the specific issues there.  The suggestion is to conduct substrate (sediment) testing twice, 
once in the spring before treatment with the pellets and then a second time in the fall at the end of the season.  The 
substrate samples taken would be tested for Phosphorus and Nitrate.  The pellets are designed to consume 
nutrients that release up into the water and most of the work by the pellets is done in the substrate.  The results 
from the substrate testing would document changes to help justify the pellet program.  The price for the substrate 
collection is $150 per sample collected, which includes delivery to the testing lab, and $125 per sample for 
analysis. 
- The Board discussed and decided that testing of the substrate in only two locations would be 

sufficient to monitor the results from the treatment plan.  The Recording Secretary agreed to 
recommend two locations on Sandshores Lake for the substrate testing. 

 The Maintenance Chair indicated that Lake Pro should do the three (3) beach sprayings, which the board will need 
to approve.   Lake Pro provided a revised contract that includes these sprayings at a total cost of $900.    

 The Recording Secretary indicated that she hoped to get six (6) homeowners on Sandshores to commit to the 
aquatic plantings, which the board will need to approve.  Lake Pro proposed to plant a combination of 
emergent/aquatic plants.  Each homeowner will have input as to where the plants along their frontage. For each 
home, Lake Pro will include the following plants:  White Water Lily (buds, young plants), Pickerel Weed (bare root 
plant), Common Arrowhead (bulbs), and Arrow Arum (bare root plant).  Including labor, the project cost per home 
is $302.25.  Regardless of the number of homes, we will have to pay for delivery of the plants.  The nursery 
charges a flat fee for one delivery truck that will be added to the project total which is $750.00. 

 The Lake Chair moved to approve the six (6) planting locations on Sandshores and plant delivery (at 
cost of $2500), testing of the substrate at two locations twice per year (at cost of $800), and three beach 
sprayings (at cost of $900) for a total of up to $4300.   The Recording Secretary seconded and the Board 
approved. 
NOTE:  The Board expects that Lake Pro will again post the treatment schedule to FaceBook and will use lawn stakes 
again – same as last year. 

Crystal Well Leaking:   

 MDEQ prefers that unused and useable wells be capped.  A bid for capping from 2011 was for $1500, although 
another expert I talked with (Ray) says it could cost up to $2000.  Ray needs to find out how deep the well is in 
order to cap the well.  Ray is willing to come out contingency approved up to $2000.   

 The Maintenance Chair suggested the contactor box be removed also, allowing the electrical meter to remain.  The 
Board decided this electrical work could take place at a future date, after the work is done to cap the well. 

 The Lakes Chair moved we authorize Ray to cap Crystal Well.  The Corresponding Secretary seconded 
and the Board approved. 

MDEQ Permit: 

 Our MDEQ permit expired at the end of last year, so the MDEQ must issue a new permit for this year.  Pete from 
Lake Pro indicated that MDEQ wanted language from our Restrictions and Bylaws that shows ELV has the 
authority to treat the lakes.  The Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary provided the documents, and the 
relevant language was sent to LakePro who forwarded that information to MDEQ.  I haven't heard back from Lake 
Pro on this.  Hopefully, this will not delay the start of our treatment, which happened last time when MDEQ failed 
to provide a timely approval of our permit in 2015.  Needless to say, it created a big problem, which was only 
resolved after the ELV President and I went to Lansing to discuss the issue with MDEQ. 

Spring Meeting: 

 Peter Filpansick (Director, LakePro) has confirmed he is happy to be the speaker at our meeting on May 22nd.   
Invasive Species: 

 The Oakland County Board of Commissioners has established a Special Committee on Invasive Species.  As part of 
that committee, I have met a number of times with the Oakland County Cooperative Invasive Species Management 
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Area (CISMA) leadership.  They are indicating they would like to do a major demonstration project on phragmites 
in the area immediately to the east of John R between Square Lake and South Blvd.  Six Rivers (who will be 
managing the old school district property north of Square Lake) will bring an initiative to the city and to 
Beaumont Hospital that will address the large phragmites "plantations" in that area.  

Emerald Lake Supplemental Pump: 

 ELV residents (1573 Pebble Pt) are supportive of allowing ELV access to do the work to do run an electrical line 
from the nearby electrical box to the underground pump well.  They do not want a formal easement agreement, 
only a basic written agreement with the ELV Board. 

Security 

 No report. 

Maintenance 

 An action item for me is to get quotes for the electrical box work for the Crystal Lake pump.  
 Lakefront Lawn Care (Dan Kreza) will do weeding at the three (3) beaches, one (1) or two (2) weeks before all 

three (3) holidays and before Funday.  Dan provided an updated contract for this weeding.  A Board officer needs 
to sign the contract. 

 Cleanup should start late April-early May.   
- The Membership Chair stated that neighbors on Pebble Pt cul-de-sac are saying the grass there is dead.   
- The Recording Secretary brought up the dead grass at Little Creek Ct. 

  Lakefront Lawn Care’s contract does not include sprinkler work so will need to get a sprinkler company for any 
sprinkler system installation and/or repair at Walker Beach.   

Restrictions 

 Sent an email to ELV resident on March 21st indicating the Board was tabling the matter of the playset siting for 
now.   The resident moved the playset but not as far as the Board had wanted it; however, the neighbor is okay 
with its location. 

 
Membership 

 Greeted new owners to one (1) property this month. 

Special Projects 

Walker Lake Beach Lot: 

 Depending on weather, Jarod (Northern Impressions) wants to start the second phase of the project in late April 
or May.  I will get a firmer date soon. 

 An ELV resident has taken the old bricks off the beach lot.  
 Part of the foundation beneath the retailer wall has washed away.  I have contacted Jarod and he will fix it and add 

a drain behind the wall.   
- The Board discussed this situation extensively.  The Special Projects Chair will talk with Jarod about 

water drainage.   
- The Board also discussed the erosion that is occurring, and decided it would be best to wait on 

having the other work completed, at approximate cost of $10K, until a future date.  This work 
includes construction of the second wall and the sand box.     

Dredging Permit: 

 E-mailed Susan T. from MDEQ twice about the application for the dredging permit, she has not gotten back to me. 

Dog Houses: 

 An ELV resident that had expressed the most interest in the project has not gotten back to me yet. 

 Obtained a price quote to rebuild all five (5) dog houses from “Handyman Jim”.  The materials and labor would 
cost $300 each, with an additional cost to stain / paint them, for total of approximately $700 to $800. 

Painting Street Signs Next to Storm Drains: 

 Confirmed with Alas painting they are still interested in this work. 
- The Corresponding Secretary suggested that the Special Projects Chair should be getting Atlas to 

start this work soon and the other Board members agreed. 
Other Beach Lots and Common Areas / Misc.: 
 Still looking at all the common areas for ways to possibly make any improvements. 
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Date of Next Meeting – The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 6, 2019. 
 

Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 p.m.  

 
APPROVED as amended on May 6, 2019.    


