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Parents, Grandparents, Kids, Grandkids, Adults without Kids!
CLASSIC CAR OWNERS show off your great cars!

Everyone is invited to join the

ELV HALLOWEEN PARADE

START

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19  Starts @1 PM @ EMERALD BEACH
Put on your costumes and your marching shoes and join us
for a 20-30 minute jaunt from Emerald Beach (on Lyster Lane)
Held RAIN
to Walker Beach (on Sandshores Dr.) where there will be cider END
or SHINE
and donuts and games until 2:30 pm!
Neighbors, line the streets and cheer our merry marchers on & check out the cars!
Volunteers are needed to help with the festivities. Please contact Amber
GAMES
Barbieri at 248-885-1069 or amber.l.barbieri@gmail.com (that’s Amber “el” Barbieri)
if you can help or if you have any questions.

FALL
HOMEOWNERS
MEETING

Your attendance is important on

Monday, October 28, 7-9 pm
Troy Union Cafeteria

AGENDA
 Welcome New Residents
 Approval of 2018 Fall Meeting Minutes
(see minutes at www.elvsite.com, under
“Homeowners”)

 Treasurer’s Report & 2020 Budget
Presentation
 Vote on 2020 Budget & Dues Amount

CIDER &
DONUTS

Wagons &
Strollers
Welcome

Well-Behaved
Dogs Welcome

Halloween Night in ELV is Great!

Official Trick-or-Treating hours are 6 pm—8 pm. Please participate and hand out
candy. Let beggars know you are open for business by having your porch light on.
If you are not handing out candy, turn your porch light off so people know not to
come to your house. Trick-or-Treating in ELV is great because many adults are out
with their kids and get to visit with neighbors, albeit briefly. Kids also get to meet
the great adults that live here.

(see p. 2 for proposed budget & dues amount)

 Election of 2020 Board Officers &
Committee Chairs (see p. 2 for bios on new
candidates)

 Election of Nominating & Audit
Committees
 Q&A
Make Your Reservations for
our Holiday Party (see p. 3 for party details)

Audit Committee Report

Residents Sue Beach and Tom Fields have reviewed the ELVHA financial records.
Tom praised Megan for her hard work and stated that everything looked good. Sue
stated: Megan, I reviewed the records for the village for 2018, and as usual found the
books to be in excellent order. The records are organized in a manner that would
allow someone not formally trained in the CPA environment to follow the monthly
and annual records easily. Once again, nice job and thank you for your devotion to
being our treasurer. As they say, it takes a village and you are a big part of ours!
Kudos for a job well done!

Your Vote Required at Meeting

The bylaws of our Homeowners Association require that residents in attendance at the fall meeting elect our Board of Directors and
Committee Chairs and vote on a budget and dues amount. Only 1 vote per lot is permitted.
Please plan on attending the meeting on Monday, October 28 at Troy Union Elementary School. Please arrive by 6:45 pm.

Proposed 2020 Budget & Annual Dues Amount

Below is the proposed 2020 ELV Homeowners Association budget which reflects income generated by dues at $220, which is the
same dues fee as 2019.
Income:
Dues ..................................... $121,000
Late fees, liens .............................. 450
Advertising ................................ 3,200
Interest ..........................................205
Total Income: ..................... $124,855
Expenses: ............................ $118,209
Projected income (loss) .......... $6,646
Transfer to Reserve Acct. ........ $6,500
Under (Over) allocated funds ..$146
a
b
c
d
e

Expenses:
Lakes ............................... $51,360 a
Maintenance ....................... 26,140
Special Projects .................. 15,500 b
Security ...................................200
Restrictions ..................................0
Utilities .................................6,365 c
Admin/Business .............. 14,344 d
Children’s Social .................. 4,300 e
Total Expenses: ............. $118,209

treatment contract, $6000 for contingencies, $600 for lake Phragmites, $3,000 for lake plantings, $500 for fish attractors
$8,000 for Walker Beach sidewalk & boat ramp, $5,000 for Emerald Beach wall, $2,500 Phase 1 of CDS repair
half electric, half water - pump is $600-$700/month in summer
$4,900 insurance, $1000 taxes, $6,500 newsletter & web, $1000 storage
$400 Easter, $400 Halloween, $3500 FunDay

Nominating Committee’s 2020 Candidates for ELVHA Board of Directors & Committees
This is extremely exciting and most encouraging that we have many residents that have not run for the Board or a committee before
stepping up to volunteer. At press time our slate of candidates for the 2020 Board is:
President ........................... Brandon Johnson
Lakes .................. Tom Kuhn
Vice President ................... John Martin
Maintenance ....... Joe Power
Treasurer ........................... Megan Marx
Membership ....... Andrea Allemon
Recording Secy ................. Mark Barbieri or Jackie Shelson
Restrictions ........ Charlie Blaeske
Corresponding Secy .......... Kathleen Donovan
Security .............. Joe Lowry
Sp. Projects ........ Matt Dombrowski
Audit Committee .............. Tom Fields, Ken Sharma
Nominating Committee .... Jill Gentner (Committee requires 3 members.)

Meet the New Candidates (bios edited for length)

My name is Mark Barbieri, a 6-year ELV resident, that also grew up in Troy alongside many of our long-time residents. I love
the pride and sense of community that so many have in ELV. That is why my wife and I continue the wonderful tradition of the ELV
Mini-triathlon started by Matt and Dan Dombrowski 17 years ago. I have enjoyed organizing that event since 2014 and expanding it
with the IronKids since 2016. I bring a background of engineering and business from my career in manufacturing and operations
management. I also have experience in non-profits with service at Growing Hope, a food empowerment non-profit, from 2010-2012
as a Board Director, Treasurer & Finance Committee Co-Chair.
My name is Jackie Shelson and I have lived in ELV for 4 years with my husband Brian and our 3 young boys. I have co-chaired and
assisted with the Halloween Parade for the last 3 years and have helped with the Easter Eggstravaganza. I am running for Recording
Secretary because I want to be more involved in the future of our amazing community. I feel I am very qualified, because I have held
and currently hold multiple leadership positions with professional education associations as well as Recording Secretary for a
statewide committee for the MEA. I use Roberts Rules of Order in all my meetings, so it will be an easy transition onto the E-Board.
I am Ken Sharma and I am 32 years old and live at our home with my wife and 20-month-old son. We moved to ELV a year ago. I
am a Chartered Accountant by qualification (a CPA equivalent professional accreditation in India) and have over 11 years of work
experience. I work with Netlink Software as their VP of Finance and Accounting and am also the acting CFO. I would like to help
the subdivision by serving on the Audit Committee and help the Homeowners’ Board in any other possible manner. I and my wife
have volunteered for multiple events and are currently organizers of this year’s Holiday Party.
My name is Jill Gentner and I have lived in ELV since 2012 with my husband and our three children (ages 10, 8, and 3). I work part
time at Martell Elementary School as a Media Aide, serve as the Vice President at Troy Co Op Preschool, and volunteer at Troy
Union Elementary. I also teach religious ed at my church. I organized the ELV Easter Eggstravaganza from 2015-2018. As our
children have gotten older I feel I have more time to give back to the community and would be honored to serve on the ELV
-2- Nominating Committee.

Our Restrictions
Agreement and
How Violations
are Handled

There are various ways residents are asked to
uphold the standards of our Restrictions
Agreement and to keep Emerald Lakes Village a
well-kept neighborhood.
 When you first moved into ELV, Membership
Chairwoman Andrea Allemon greeted you and
provided you with a copy of our Restrictions
Agreement, which lists the obligations of all
village homeowners. If you haven’t read it,
you should. You can also find it on our
website, www.elvsite.com, under “Policies.”
You are obligated to follow these restrictions
and are subject to a fine if you do not.
 From time to time, articles will be in the
newsletter to generally remind residents to
follow any referenced Restriction.
 Board members do not drive around the village
looking for Restrictions violations. The
Restrictions Chair and the Board act on written
letters or email complaints from residents.
Before sending a complaint to the Restrictions
Chairman neighbors should talk to their
neighbors to see if the situation can be worked
out among themselves.
 If the Restriction Chair receives a written letter
or email complaint from a resident about a
perceived violation of the Restrictions
Agreement, the Chair will contact the resident
that may be in violation and request to meet
him or her to investigate the complaint. The
Chair will then report back to the Board. The
complainant should give the Board time to
respond to the complaint and time for the
violator to correct the situation.
 If the Board determines that there is a violation
of the Restrictions Agreement the resident in
violation will receive a written letter or email
detailing the violation and the corrective action
necessary.
As outlined in our Restrictions Agreement, the
Board of Directors shall enact rules of procedure,
which will provide for:
(1) Ample notice to affected property owners;
(2) Reasonable opportunity for the affected
owner to cause the premise to be brought
into compliance;
(3) Opportunity for owner(s) to meet with the
Board of Directors to review alleged
maintenance deficiencies and to discuss
alternative approaches to cure any and all
such deficiencies.
The Board urges you to read and follow our
Restrictions Agreement and work things out
with your neighbors. However, if you need to
report a Restrictions violation contact
Restrictions Chairman Charlie Blaeske at
elvrestrictions@gmail.com.

ELV Holiday Party Info

After reviewing the offerings of 8 locations, ELV Holiday Party organizers,
Meggha Koshal and her husband Ken Sharma, found that CJ’s Pub offers the most
food, the most space, and the most fun for the best price — and the Board agrees!
Three appetizers, three entrees, salad, sides, and dessert included. Cash bar.
Raffles, dart boards, and a gaming zone. The party will be held on Thursday,
December 19. The time fr ame is yet to be deter mined, but CJ ’s has stated that
ELV will have exclusive use of the pub for 4 hours. CJ’s Pub is located at Mound
Road and Utica Road, only about 4½ miles from the center of ELV and is easy to
get to. You can be one of the first to place your reservations at the Fall
Homeowners Meeting on October 28 by bringing a check payable to ELVHA for
$25. “THANK YOU”, Meggha and Ken, for all your research to decide on a great
venue! More details in the next newsletter.

Lakes Report

Attractive to Fish, Safe for Swimmers
If you have donated old garden hose or five-gallon buckets
to Restrictions Chairman Charlie Blaeske for the
construction of fish attractors, “thank you”, and look what
Charlie has designed and he and his
children have built! Pictured at left is a
fish attractor, designed to provide cover
for the fish and be safe for swimmers
because they are made from flexible hose
and the brick weights are under the
buckets. Charlie plans to build many more
and place many of them in Sandshores
Lake first. Fisheries biologist Jeff Braunscheidel will be consulted as to the best
location for their underwater placement.

Keep those Geese Heading South
If you see large numbers of geese out on your lake call one of our
Goosebusters. They will discharge very loud “crackers” to scare the
geese away. Our Goosebusters are: Ken Grand, 248-854-5509 (lives
closest to Crystal, Emerald, Sandshores); John Hodsdon, 248-765-0318
(Sandshores, Crystal, Emerald); Bob Gentner, 734-560-0469 (Emerald, Andale,
Pebble, Walker); Steve Gentner, 313-530-5501 (Pebble, Walker, Andale); and
Jason Tasich, 586-344-4407, (Andale, Pebble, Walker). Obviously, do not feed the
geese. We don’t want them to like it here.

Leaves Can be Useful & Fun
I know you are hoping that your leaves blow over to your neighbor’s yard and
they have to deal with them and that you wish that your neighbor’s leaves would
stay put in their yard — that would certainly make things a lot easier. But the
reality is that everyone’s leaves blow everywhere and the best thing for everyone
is that everyone make their best effort to rake the leaves on their property, in their
street gutter, and from their beach and the lake in a timely manner. We do not
want decaying leaves going into our yard drains and street storm drains and
ending up in the lakes to further decay and provide nutrients for algae and weed
growth. One of the easiest ways to take care of leaves is to either mow them into
the lawn or mow them into the mower bag and put them in your planting beds.
Shredded leaves will enrich the soil, which is so much better than enriching our
lake waters. A big pile of leaves is also fun for kids to jump in and smash down.
Then load them into yard waste bags or compost cans for the city to collect and
turn into compost. “Thank you” to everyone who has begun raking up leaves.
Keep up the good work and let’s all get out there and blow ‘em or mow ’em,
bunch ‘em and crunch ‘em, and stack ‘em and pack ‘em.

Time to Move Your Boats
If you are not moving your boats into your garage for the winter remember to pull
them — and any loose lumber — to higher ground. This could save you from
having to track down your boat when it floats away in the spring. Moving loose
lumber off your beach prevents our lake outlet drains from getting clogged
from lumber that floats into them.
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Proud “Parents”

Last month perhaps you sent your child
off to school for the first time. As I
recall, as a mother watching my child
get on the bus for that very first day of
school, it was a day of mixed emotions
— pride, excitement, anxiety, sadness,
and happiness. Last month, residents
Linda Fraga and Gina Sawchuk sent
their “children” off on a journey
thousands of miles long the day they
were born. Of course, their “children”
were this season’s last generation of
monarch butterflies, and while it may
not be quite be the same thing as raising
Linda with Monarch on her hand
children, I’m sure each woman had
some level of pride, excitement,
happiness, and sadness as their charges slowly waved their wings and
fluttered off on their way to Mexico.
Over the course of the summer Gina raised 27 monarch butterflies
from eggs and Linda 73. This is the first year Gina has raised
monarchs and the second year for Linda. Both women have gardens
with flowers attractive to butterflies as well as bees and
hummingbirds, but the most important plant they have is milkweed.
Milkweed is the only plant a monarch butterfly will lay its eggs on
and that monarch caterpillars will eat. I met Linda and Gina as they
noticed that I had milkweed growing in my yard and they were
searching for more to feed their very hungry caterpillars.
Gina feels raising monarchs is a fairly easy
Monarch at Gina’s house
thing to do with your kids or grandkids, but
would probably agree with Linda who says,
“It is a lot of work cleaning and feeding
caterpillars.” Both agree that it is very
rewarding to see that butterfly take off. Gina
raised her caterpillars to butterflies using a
plastic tub, paper towels and 2 vertical mesh
cages. Linda has a small bug container for
eggs and small caterpillars. As the
caterpillars grow — and it doesn’t take
long! — she moves them to a butterfly cage.
She puts one cut milkweed stem (washed free of bugs) for each
caterpillar in water in small drinking cups with lids. The cage floor is
covered with paper towels, which are replaced often to keep the floor
clean. (You have no idea how much poo a caterpillar can generate.)
After about 2 weeks the caterpillar moves to the top of the cage and
forms a chrysalis. When a butterfly is about to emerge from the
chrysalis (5-14 days) it turns dark. Other caterpillars should be moved
to another cage as it is not healthy for caterpillars to be under a
butterfly as it emerges. Butterflies can be released in a few hours.
Gina and Linda say that if you don’t have the time or inclination to
raise monarchs it would help them if you simply plant common
milkweed in your yard and native Michigan, butterfly-friendly flowers
for the nectar. Thank you, ladies, for raising such lovely monarch
“children” and making our world more beautiful. See you next year
around the milkweed.

Company Recommendation
Bob and Barb Gentner write: We just had a very good
experience with Town and Country Door LLC (248-3321641) when our garage door cable came off and we could
not shut the door. Very courteous, prompt, professional and
reasonable prices. Next time any ELV resident needs garage door
-4- service, we highly recommend them.

Welcome, Neighbors!
By Andrea Allemon, Membership Chairwoman

If you are new to Emerald
Lakes Village — Welcome!
Please contact me, Andrea Allemon, for your
Welcome Packet and more. I can be reached at 248
-879-1111 or Andrea48085@yahoo.com.
ELV 2019 phone directories will be available at
our Fall Homeowners’ Meeting on Monday,
October 28 at Troy Union Elementary.

Neighborly Notes
This feature usually has general requests for
residents to take care of something like putting
landscape stones back to bed if they have escaped
onto the sidewalk or into the street, posing a hazard
to bikers and walkers. I am now adding good deeds
done by neighbors for other neighbors. If you
would like to honor a neighbor who has done
something nice for you or for the village please let
me know by contacting me (Kathleen) at
jbktroy@aol.com or 248-879-7364.
To date, good neighbors
Doug Haxer and Jay
Reynolds have cut up and
removed to the trash ten
paddleboats and one sale boat, helping neighbors
and reducing the clutter in our village. Doug has
also been growing hundreds of approved water
lilies for transplant into our lakes next spring.
Thanks, guys!

Friends and neighbors of Emerald Lakes
Village send their deepest condolences to the
family of Pat Karas of Emerald Lake Drive,
a resident since 1985.
Michael Farrug, who recently moved out of
Emerald Lakes Village, but was a resident on
Little Creek Court since 1991, passed away
on September 15th.

Maintenance
Maintenance Chairman Joe Power has been very
busy since the last newsletter, hiring contractors to
take care of a variety of jobs.
 On Walker Beach an electrical panel with 4 GFI
outlets and circuit breakers has been installed.
This new configuration now meets current
electrical code and will allow multiple
connections, which FunDay requires.
 On Crystal Lake a non-functional contactor
panel for the auxiliary pump was removed.
 Nineteen sprinkler heads were repaired and/or
replaced at the Walker entrance and Walker,
Sandshores, and Emerald beaches.
 Grass areas at the Walker entrance, and all our
beach lots were aerated and over-seeded and
treated for crabgrass control.

Classified Ads
Childcare

 College student with babysitting
experience. Contact Grace at 248376-4817. Text is preferred.

For Sale

 One face cord of seasoned firewood,
$40. Call 248-879-8719.
 Achatz pies to raise money for
Suzuki Royal Oak Violin tour
group's trip to Italy. Orders due by
Thursday, October 17th! Double
Crust Apple Pie, Double Crust
Blueberry Pie, Double Crust Cherry
Pie, and Pumpkin Pie $18 each. Pecan
Pie $19. 2-pack pie crusts $7. Call
Elizabeth at 206-359-5968 or
email yianniselisa@gmail.com to
place your order. All pies will be
delivered Tuesday, November 5th.

Home Services

 Curious to see how your house may
sell in this market? Call Scott Wetzel
at 248-709-1179, with Key Realty
and set your appointment today.
 Looking for someone to clean your
house? Call my housekeeper, Delia,
586-850-3050. She is honest, reliable,
and hardworking.
 Thinking of selling your home?
Contact ELV resident, Bruce, with
Real Estate One, at 248-761-0697 for
a FREE analysis.
 If you’re thinking of making that
move to a warmer climate or
simply want to downsize, call the
MacFadyen Team. Residents Ann and
David, experienced Keller Williams
realtors, 231-206-2849 (David) or
248-840-9419 (Ann).

Moving Sale

 Men’s and women’s Huffy air-ride
21 speed bikes, $125 each; women’s
1950s coaster bike, $30 OBO;
Briggs and Stratton lawn mower,
$100; lawn equipment, bush
trimmers, etc.; two vintage 1940s
Daisy pump-action bb rifles, $65 each
OBO; vintage 1920s and 1940s floor
lamps; 38” x 48” framed photo of
Japanese garden pagoda, San
Francisco; many other quality items.
Call Art, 248-879-8696.

Other Services

 Open enrollment is here! Don’t
overpay for Health Insurance. For a
no-cost, no-obligation quote, please
call ELV resident Dan Dombrowski
at 248-633-3452. Group, Individual
and Medicare Plans.
 BEMER Physical Vascular
Therapy enhances blood flow and
improves wellbeing! Call for 3
complimentary sessions with Ilene,
248-854-8332; John, 248-765-0318;
or Lynn, 248-765-7012.
 Emerald Lakes Senior Services, LLC
is offering transportation by
appointment to or from your home
to Detroit Metro or Flint Bishop
airports to all ELV residents. Call or
text resident Hank at 248-891-1108.
 ELV resident, Steve, will pick up,
repair, and deliver your cell phone,
usually the same day. Twenty-eight
years experience in the cell phone
business. Call or text, 248-991-5057.

LaPlante’s

Town & Country
Certified Arborist
Shrub/Tree Health
Deep Root Injection
Shrub/Tree Shaping & Trimming
Tree Removal  Stump Grinding
Lawn Fertilization Programs

Cell: 586-481-3262
Office: 248-528-1309

 The man who drives the Model A (?)
through ELV. Please call Susan, 248835-3465.
 Looking for reliable snow removal
company or individual. Please call
248-879-7752.
 Are you an ELV resident who goes
south for the winter? We would like
to rent your garage while you are
gone. One bay or two for small trailer
storage. Monthly price negotiable,
any months November through
March. Please contact Susan, 248835-3465, if you will have garage
space available.

ELV Residents

Paul & Pam Messano
act, sing, and dance in

String of Pearls

“Be A Star”

Sing along to classics including “I Could
Have Danced All Night”, “Unforgettable”,
“Paper Doll, “Chicago” and many more.

October 24 and 25, 1 pm
Clinton Twp. Senior Center
40730 Romeo Plank Road
Get $10 tickets from Pam, 248-828-9734.
An optional lunch will be available on
October 25 at noon for an additional $8,
which must be reserved in advance.

Your neighborhood landscape
maintenance provider!

Maintenance and Arborist, LLC

DANA STEVENS

Seeking

Ross Martin
Associate Broker, GRI, CRS

Selling homes in Emerald Lakes
for over 40 years.

248-909-7110
ross@rossmartin1.com
4820 Rochester Rd.• Troy, MI 48085

Services:
 Weekly Lawn Maintenance
 Mulch Installation
 Spring & Fall Cleanups
 Bush & Hedge Trimming
 Landscape Renovations
 Sod & Seeding
 Brick Paver Walkways, Patios &
Retaining Walls
ELV References  Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Call Dan - (248) 225-9896
Next deadline: November 1, 2019
Mail or bring to: 6653 Emerald Lake
Email to: jbktroy@aol.com

ELVHA NEWSLETTER
C/O 6653 EMERALD LAKE DR.
TROY, MI 48085

Vinyl Kraft Home Improvement
Your Premier Siding Company
Also, Window Replacement  Awnings  Roofing
Porch Enclosures
Highly Recommended by Your Neighbors in Emerald Lakes Village

(586) 415-4000
Licensed & Insured
17655 14 Mile Rd  Fraser, MI 48026
Tree/Shrub
Removal
Stump
Grinding
Trimming

Dean Moser

Licensed & Insured

New Construction  Remodeling  Repairs

Water Heaters All Piping
Sump Pumps
Sinks and Faucets
Gas Lines
Ceramic
Work Saturdays and Evenings, Too
Special Rates for ELV Residents
Call or text 248-417-7070

Weed Management
Micro Injections

All State Tree
& Lawn Service Inc.

Tree Care
Storm Damage
“The Tree Doctors”

Jamie Hay

MASTER PLUMBER

Certified Arborist

Phosphorus-Free
Fertilizing
Consultation
Fully Insured
Insect/Disease
Control

(248) 689-5750
www.allstatetree.com

You want to stay in the place
you call home. We can help.
Comprehensive Care
Personal Care
Meals & Nutrition
Transportation

Household Duties
Respite Care
Hospice Care
Support Services

248.203.2273
HomeInstead.com/283
Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently owned and operated.

