Emerald Lakes Village Update
March 2020

Cleaning for a Party
& Making Money
A big, village-wide party is happening June
12 and 13. It’s a giant block party known as
the Emerald Lakes Village Garage Sale and
March is the month to begin getting ready.
While watching NCIS last night I learned
something that can help you participate in
our village-wide party and bring you joy in
the process. A character on the show
mentioned something called the KonMari
Method. “What the heck are they talking
about?”, I thought. Well, this morning I
Googled it and I learned it is a method for
decluttering. Perfect! Using the KonMari
Method you can declutter your house and
garage, gather the items, have a garage sale,
and make some money for yourself.
One of the tenets of the KonMari Method is
to get rid of things that don’t bring you joy.
For example, take all your clothes and put
them in a big pile. Pick up each item and ask
yourself if it brings you joy. If it doesn’t, set
it aside for the garage sale. You can apply
this technique to kitchen items (W hat am I
doing with a mandolin?), artwork, picture
frames, purses, furniture, tools, and other hotsellers at garage sales. And perhaps you have
things that just aren’t useful anymore, such as
clothing and toys your kids have outgrown
that you could sell.
Ladies and gentlemen, let the joy begin for
you as you start decluttering your home and
garage and get ready for our big party!

2020 ELV Calendar of Events
Saturday, April 11, 1:30-3.... Easter Eggstravganza
Monday, May 11 .................. Homeowners’ Meeting
Sat., June 6, 8 am-10 am .... Hope Water Project
5K Run
Fri., Sat., June 12, 13 .......... ELV Garage Sale
Saturday in July ................... Mini-Triathlon/IronKids
Wednesday, August 19 ....... FunDay
Weeknight in October .......... Homeowners’ Meeting
Election, Budget
End of October .................... Halloween Parade
Weeknight in December ...... ELV Winter Party

Editor: Kathleen Donovan

ELV Eggstravaganza
Saturday, April 11
Emerald Beach (Lyster Lane)
1:30 pm - 3 pm
REGISTER BY Monday, April 6
No other reminders.
Contact Kat Hamill with the number of
adults, number of kids and their ages,
and if you can bring a dozen hardboiled eggs. Call or text to 248-5253490 or email kathamill@gmail.com.
Please contact Kat if you are able to
help with preparation or set up.
EGG HUNT
CRAFTS &
GAMES
EASTER
BUNNY

EGG
COLORING

BRING
BASKETS &
CAMERAS

Yard Waste
Collection
FACE
PAINTING
Begins April 7

We had a little taste of spring last weekend
and maybe you got out and started
cleaning up your yard a bit. Following is
a list of what is picked up curbside as yard waste and any rules that apply.
Leaves and twigs  pine cones  branches under 2” in diameter and 3’ long,
bundled and tied, weighing less than 40 lbs. Limit 5 bundles/week  small
shrubs, shrub clippings, and vines  spent flowers, garden plants, potting soil 
grass clippings (better if you mow them into your lawn)
Yard waste should be placed in 35-gallon maximum containers displaying a City
of Troy yard waste sticker (available at City Hall, DPW, or the library) or 30gallon yard waste paper bags. Containers should not exceed 50 lbs. Yard waste
in plastic bags will not be collected — as yard waste or trash.

Let’s Raise Our
Community Spirit
Thank you to all who contributed ideas toward
the ELV Five-Year Plan via email or
text or who attended the brainstorming
session hosted by Special Projects
Chairman Matt Dombrowski. Many
ideas regarding village landscaping
and maintenance were introduced and the
ELV Board will now look them over and
decide which are feasible and prioritize them.
One theme that was brought up at the brainstorming
meeting by more than one person centered around social
activities. Amanda Tompkins pointed out that people live
longer when they are social and more active and wondered
if more could be done in this regard. Currently, our
Association sponsors the Easter Eggstravaganza, FunDay,
and the Halloween Parade children’s social events and
advertises the Mini-Triathlon, Garage Sale, and Holiday
Party adult events to bring together our residents with the
help of many great volunteers.
There are also many informal clubs/groups of residents
that get together — a book club, bridge club, pinochle
club, widows group, and golf league to name a few.
Years ago there was a bowling league, dine-abouts, a
golf outing, sailboat races, and a boat demo day and swap
meet. These groups were all organized by individual ELV
residents and advertised in our newsletter.
And new events are popping up. Last summer ELV
musicians started a weeknight jam session at Emerald
Beach and last month Amanda Vizzini and Erich Wiemer
held a hockey tournament on Pebble Lake.
I would say that something we can do right now to
provide more social opportunities for residents is to ask
those of you who are in existing clubs/groups that are
able to add more members please send information
about your club to me, Kathleen Donovan, at
jbktroy@aol.com or call me at 248-879-7364 so I can
put information about your group and how to join in the
newsletter. If you would like organize a new group or
event please send me information as well.

Restrictions Reminders
As the weather improves and your thoughts turn to
outdoor projects be reminded that:
 No fences are allowed unless you have an in-ground
pool. Be mindful there are restrictions on the style of
fence. Limited fencing is allowed for dog run
enclosures, but it’s so much better for your dog and so
much easier for you to have invisible fence now that
there are wireless invisible fence units.
 No outbuildings are allowed. No docks are allowed.
 Do not alter your shoreline.
 Do not place landscaping or play structures that obscure
or could obscure others view of the lake.
Read our Restrictions Agreement (www.elvsite.com,
under “Policies”) before doing any outside work and
submit your plans to Restrictions Chairman Charlie
Blaeske at elvrestrictions@gmail.com for review by the
ELVHA Board.

ELV Loses Great Benefactor

Ross Martin, a longtime supporter of Emerald Lakes Village through his
generous underwriting of the village newsletter and friend to many of
our residents, passed away March 5 at the age of 70 after a two year
battle against cancer. Ross grew up in Emerald Lakes Village and his
mother lived on Smallbrook until she passed away in 2017. Ross
became a realtor and advertised in the ELV newsletter for the 25 years
that I have been the editor and for some years before my tenure. In fact,
when I first started doing the newsletter he was not only paying for the
printing and postage of the newsletter, I believe he and his wife, Janelle,
(or perhaps his mother) were labeling the newsletters. I am sure Ross
was also an advocate for the people and community spirit of Emerald
Lakes Village. Ross sold homes in ELV for over 40 years. He will be
greatly missed.

Hockey Tournament a Winner
Article and photo by Amanda Vizzini, Tournament Co-coordinator

February 15th Emerald Lakes
Village saw its first ever 3v3
hockey tournament, in the
Pebble Lake 3v3 Pond
Hockey Classic. What started
as a hockey mom's dream
turned into an awesome
reality when I contacted
fellow Pebble Lake resident
and hockey enthusiast Erich
Wiemer with my crazy
idea. Little did we know this
event would blow up and have the success it did with 3 rinks, 65+
skaters on 12 teams, spectators, signage, swag, and even new neighbors.
The tournament had 3 divisions: “Minnows” for the mini mites and mites
or kids just wanting to have a little fun; “Small Mouth” for the squirts
and pee-wees; and “Big Mouth” for the adults. There was some close
competition which led to 3 overtime battles within the tournament. It
was a great day of hockey and all participants are looking forward to this
event happening again next year! Spectator Matt Dombrowkski said "I
enjoyed it a lot! It was fun! Great job in making things happen in ELV!"
New resident Ryan Sarmiento, who professed his love for hockey and
desire to find some pick-up games in the February newsletter,
participated in the tournament and said, “The production of this event
was second to none. It was organized better than any other 3v3 pond
hockey tournament I have attended. It helped that the company was just
as great! My wife and I created so many new friendships that will
continue to grow and that’s the best part about hockey. . . the sport unites
us all and there was no better place to do just that than on Pebble Lake!”
Special thanks to the Hegners for helping host a rink, Matt Whilby for
hours of rink prep with Erich Wiemer; and Derick Vizzini and Chris
Stenback for final prep help day of. (Editor’s Note: A big “THANK
YOU” to all who helped make this tournament happen. It’s great to have
a winter
event to
bring our
residents
together!
Partnering Companies – Balancing Resources
Looking
Unique Opportunities in Robotics & Automation
forward
to next
Retirees / Engineers / Students
year’s
Contact ELV Resident Richard Rondeau
Pebble
Lake 3v3
Pond
www.rondoautomation.com  Veteran Owned Small Business
Classic!)

586.404.6378

Let’s Play “Trash
or Recyclable?”

Classified Ads
Childcare

Some items just throw me for a loop
trying to figure out if they are trash or
recyclable. And if recyclable, where are
they recyclable? Curbside? At the
SOCCRA drop-off center? Happily,
there is the Waste Wizard Search Tool
that tells me what belongs where. Find
the search tool by going to the City of
Troy website, click on the Public Works
icon and then click on “Refuse and
Recycling” and the Wizard is on that
home page. I typed in toothpaste tube
and found that it is supposed to go in the
trash. Plastic bags? Well, there are 10
different types of plastic bags listed.
Plastic grocery bags can be taken to the
drop-off center. Bags for chips, Doritos,
Fritos, etc.? What’s your guess? If you
said, “trash” you are correct. Read on for
information on other items.

 College student with babysitting
experience. Contact Grace at 248376-4817. Text is preferred.

Curbside Recycling

 Anyone contemplating a pond this
spring? Have a filter, heater, fountain
spray, pump and 30+ koi and
goldfish (2”-7”). Call 248-879-0829.

Paper, cartons, cardboard, metal, glass
bottles and jars, and plastic containers
coded 1 through 7 can all be put
together in your recycling cart or bin.
Rinse out all cartons, cans, and any other
food containers before placing in the cart
or bin. Place shredded paper in a clear
bag inside your cart. Fold, flatten or cut
cardboard so it fits into your cart. Tissue
paper, paper towels and napkins are
trash. Pyrex, china, ceramics, mirrors,
coffee cups, plates or window glass are
trash. All r ecycling must be placed in
your cart or bin, anything placed outside
is considered trash.

For Sale

 2013 Escalade. Meticulously
maintained, very clean inside and out,
new wheels, many new parts. 140,000
miles, $18,500.00. Call 248-568-5043.
 The Marshall kids' church youth group
is again selling and spreading black or
brown mulch this spr ing to fund
their summer camps. $7/bag spread by
an army of energetic teenagers or $5/
bag stacked on your driveway. Your
choice of delivery Saturdays: May 2
or May 9. To order,
email marciamarshall@outlook.com
or call 248-961-1864.

Round-Up Your
Kindergartners

Get along, little doggies. If
your child will be 5 years
old by September 1, 2020
and will be attending Troy
Union in the fall plan on
attending their Kindergarten
Round-Up on Thursday, April 16 at
6:30 pm. This meeting is for par ents
only. Contact the friendly staff at Troy
Union at 248-823-3100 to be put on the
list of incoming kindergartners and for
more information.

LaPlante’s

Maintenance and Arborist, LLC

Free

Other Services

 Emerald Lakes Senior Services, LLC
is offering transportation by
appointment to or from your home
to Detroit Metro or Flint Bishop
airports to all ELV residents. Call or
text resident Hank at 248-891-1108.

DANA STEVENS

Certified Arborist
Shrub/Tree Health
Deep Root Injection
Shrub/Tree Shaping & Trimming
Tree Removal  Stump Grinding
Lawn Fertilization Programs

Cell: 586-481-3262
Office: 248-528-1309

To SOCCRA Recycling Center

Items that must be taken to the
SOCCRA Recycling Drop-off Center
at 995 Coolidge Hwy. south of Maple
include: scrap metal, chemicals, paints
and oils, batteries (Household
Hazardous Waste), plastic bags, zip-lock
bags (with zip section removed) and
plastic wrap; electronics, Styrofoam, and
bulky rigid plastics (lawn furniture, bins,
crates, toys). Hours are M-F 9am - 5pm
and Saturday: 7am - 1pm.

Getting Rid of Your Recycling Cart

You are highly encouraged to recycle. In
2018-19 recyclers saved the city
$293,358 through reduced disposal costs
and SOCCRA bill deductions. However,
if your recycling bin does the job, you
don’t use your recycling cart and it’s
cluttering up your yard because you can’t
fit it in your garage you can return it to
the DPW on Rochester Road. Call Emily
Frontera (248-524-3373) so she can have
someone ready to accept your cart.

Your neighborhood landscape
maintenance provider!

MASTER PLUMBER

Dean Moser

Licensed & Insured

New Construction  Remodeling  Repairs

Water Heaters All Piping
Sump Pumps
Sinks and Faucets
Gas Lines
Ceramic
Work Saturdays and Evenings, Too
Special Rates for ELV Residents
Call or text 248-417-7070

Services:
 Weekly Lawn Maintenance
 Mulch Installation
 Spring & Fall Cleanups
 Bush & Hedge Trimming
 Landscape Renovations
 Sod & Seeding
 Brick Paver Walkways, Patios &
Retaining Walls
ELV References  Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Call Dan - (248) 225-9896
Next deadline: April 3, 2020
Mail or bring to: 6653 Emerald Lake
Email to: jbktroy@aol.com

ELVHA NEWSLETTER
C/O 6653 EMERALD LAKE DR.
TROY, MI 48085

Why Didn’t I Think of That?
An article in Better Homes and Gardens pointed out to quickly
make meatballs take your meat mixture, pat
it out into a rectangle of uniform thickness,
and cut a grid of meat squares which you
then roll into meatballs. So much faster!

COMPLETE LANDSCAPING, LLC
Jackie Lapinski, Owner

You want to stay in the place
you call home. We can help.
Comprehensive Care
Personal Care
Meals & Nutrition
Transportation

Household Duties
Respite Care
Hospice Care
Support Services

248.203.2273
HomeInstead.com/283

Lawn Service • Spring Clean-Up • Gutter Cleaning
Weeding • Mulch
“A” Rated
Bush Trimming & Removal • Aerating
Power Raking • Edging
Contractor
Angie’s List

(586) 754-8449

Free Estimates & Excellent Referrals
Serving ELV residents for over 17 years!
All Major Credit Cards Accepted.

2013 — 2019

SUPER
SERVICE
AWARD

Each Home Instead Senior Care® franchise office is independently owned and operated.

Vinyl Kraft Home Improvement
Your Premier Siding Company
Also, Window Replacement  Awnings  Roofing
Porch Enclosures
Highly Recommended by Your Neighbors in Emerald Lakes Village

(586) 415-4000
Licensed & Insured
17655 14 Mile Rd  Fraser, MI 48026

Any trimming/removal estimate approved before 3/31/20
will receive a 25% discount.
Tree/Shrub
Removal
Stump
Grinding
Trimming

Weed Management

Tree Care
Storm Damage
“The Tree Doctors”

Jamie Hay

Micro Injections

All State Tree Phosphorus-Free
& Lawn Service Inc.
Fertilizing

Certified Arborist

Consultation
Fully Insured
Insect/Disease
Control
(248) 689-5750
www.allstatetree.com

