“Our mission is to achieve
revolutionary social and political
change for animals in one generation.”
We set out strategic objectives according to our mission each
year. With a deadly pandemic infecting the entire world, 2020 was
arguably the most tumultuous year of our lifetime. And despite
the lockdown forcing us to drastically change our plans, activists
stepped up like never before, sounding the alarm about future
pandemics brewing in factory farms and mobilizing support to shut
down the entire animal agriculture industry. Below, we share our
major achievements in 2020 and our vision for the new year.

Will you continue to support us for 2021?

2020 H I GH L I GHTS

With the world on lockdown, we were faced with the reality that we would not be able to organize actions and
events like we typically do. For a network focused on building a mass movement of activists, this could have
been devastating. Instead, we launched the #CancelAnimalAg campaign, connecting animal agriculture and
pandemics, shifted our events (including our massive Animal Liberation Conference) online, documented the
presence of public health threats at farms across the US, and escalated the fight against some of the biggest
animal killing corporations on the planet. Here are some of the highlights from the DxE network:

DxE investigators exposed the horrific practice of “ventilation shutdown,” leading to widespread media
attention and a commitment from Iowa Select Farms to never use VSD again. With the pandemic breaking
supply chains throughout the “pork” industry, activists went to the frontlines to capture footage the world had
never seen before. Our investigation and subsequent actions created a public relations crisis for the industry
and ended this brutal practice at farms throughout Iowa. Through the course of the investigation, activists
rescued a piglet, Gilly, who was hours away from being killed. Gilly is now living the life she deserves at a
sanctuary.

We showed the world the inside of Smithfield’s Farmer John slaughterhouse in Los Angeles for the
first time. The facility was once thought of as an impenetrable fortress, but activists successfully captured
hidden camera footage of the slaughter line, documenting numerous USDA violations that were reported to
authorities, and attempted to rescue a pig from a holding pen inside the facility. Although those activists were
stopped and arrested, hundreds more people returned to the slaughterhouse days later where we once
again successfully entered the facility, locked down to the gas chamber and entrance gates, and halted their
operations for hours.

The city of San Francisco unanimously passed the “Right to Rescue” resolution in support of nonviolent
activists facing criminal charges for investigating cruelty and rescuing animals. With an overwhelming
showing of support, legislators in San Francisco formally condemned the charges levied against DxE activists
for investigating factory farms in California. Throughout the year, DxE activists saw public support for their
acts of nonviolent civil disobedience. In Seoul, Korean activists were allowed to show footage of animal
exploitation during a trial, which led the entire courtroom including the judge to shed tears, and close to a
dozen activists had their charges dropped in 2020.

With the #LetDairyDie campaign, we sparked a national conversation about the cruel dairy industry and
corrupt government subsidies. Through a series of dramatic and controversial disruptions of presidential
candidates, activists shared the findings of our dairy investigations, including one into Ben & Jerry’s famous
“happy cows,” where investigators documented baby cows left isolated and confined in the snow and freezing
temperatures. Our actions received thorough and positive press coverage in The New York Times, Vox, The
Intercept, and many other outlets.

We built a coalition around the need to end factory farming and laid the groundwork for our next big
legislative objective. The world is now even more acutely aware of the devastation of animal agriculture, and
yet factory farms and slaughterhouses continue to be constructed, entrenching us further and further into a
violent system. Inspired by organizations from within and outside the animal rights movement, we launched a
campaign pushing for a moratorium on building new factory farms and slaughterhouses in California. Dozens
of organizations showed their support for the campaign by signing onto our open letter and we have begun
meeting with legislators about introducing this bill in 2021.

DXE I N T HE M E DIA 20 20

DX E WA S COV E R E D I N T HE P RESS OVER 1,0 0 0 T I MES IN
2 0 2 0. HE R E A RE SO ME O F T HE TO P STO RI E S:

HIDDEN VIDEO AND
WHISTLEBLOWER REVEAL
GRUESOME MASSEXTERMINATION METHOD FOR
IOWA PIGS AMID PANDEMIC
The Interc ept

ANIMAL WELFARE ACTIVISTS
FACING PRISON TIME SEEK TOP
UTAH PROSECUTOR’S DONOR
LIST
Salt Lake City Tribune

WHAT IS ‘LET DAIRY DIE,’
AND WHY IS IT ALL OVER THE
DEMOCRATIC RACE?
New York Ti m es

ARE WE VESTING TOO MUCH
POWER IN GOVERNMENTS AND
CORPORATIONS IN THE NAME
OF COVID-19? FEATURING
EDWARD SNOWDEN AND DXE’S
CASSIE KING
The Interc ept

HOW ANIMAL ACTIVISTS
EXPOSED A PIG FARM’S BRUTAL
COVID-19 CULLING
Wi red Magaz i ne

2021 VI S I O N A N D F UN D I N G N E ED S
If 2020 has taught us anything, it is that we need a drastic global shift to stop the irreversible damage corporations are
inflicting upon the Earth, our fellow earthlings, and ourselves. We are in a crisis; the time to act is now. In 2021, DxE will
continue to push the boundaries of the animal rights movement. We will document places and practices no activists have
ever been able to before, and we will gain legislative support for a statewide moratorium on the construction of new factory
farms and slaughterhouses. Repression has not stopped us. Waves of activists stepped up this year to put their bodies and
their freedom on the line for animals and they’ll continue to do so in 2021. Next year, we’ll face off with Big Ag not just on the
frontlines, but also in the courtroom. With your support, we will ensure that the post-pandemic “new normal” is one where
all beings and our planet are treated with respect.

Cutting-Edge Investigations: The pandemic has shed light on
disease-infested factory farms and in 2020, DxE exposed the
industry’s brutal response to the COVID-19 crisis. In 2021, help us
venture into new territories, capturing footage no one has seen
before and exposing the corruption of the animal agriculture
industry. From continuing field testing inside factory farms to
deploying investigatory teams around the country, DxE needs
your support to continue shining light into the hidden world of
animal exploitation.

Building a Mass Movement: If we’re going to enact a first-of-itskind ban on new factory farms and slaughterhouses, we’ll need
to mobilize an unprecedented number of activists in creative
nonviolent action to gain public support for animal rights and
encourage politicians to support progressive legislation. And in
the uncertainty of the COVID-19 crisis and our many upcoming
court cases, DxE needs new activists to step up and join the fight.
Your support for our work will help us recruit, train, and mobilize
thousands of activists.

Winning a Groundbreaking Court Case: Some of the most
powerful corporations in the world, like Smithfield Foods, are
prosecuting DxE activists for exposing their crimes against
animals and the planet. While COVID-19 delayed many of our
court dates this year, we expect to face off against Big Ag in
court in 2021. From securing expert witnesses and the best
lawyers to achieving positive media attention around the trials,
your support will ensure that our defendants win big for the
animals, set a powerful precedent for the entire movement, and
are able to continue the fight against criminal animal abuse,
environmental degradation, and destruction of marginalized
communities around the world.

B y o f f e r i n g a year - e nd gi f t to a su p p o rt in g 501(c)(3 ), yo u ’re en su rin g
t h a t D x E acti vi s ts , and the a n im a ls we sa ve, a re p rep a red fo r t h e
c h a l l e n g es to come. If you h a ve q u est io n s a b o u t yo u r d o n a t io n o r
w a n t t o s e e our fi nanci al tra n sp a ren cy d o cu m en t , p lea se em a il
f undr ai s i ng@di r ect a ct io n everywh ere.co m

