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Moonshot Shifts Focus to Helping Disadvantaged Communities 
Access Federal and State Funding 

Access to clean and affordable water is the foundation of a healthy, just, and productive society. Minority and 
Indigenous low-income communities disproportionately suffer from poor water quality at the tap and in local 
waterways, and are more likely to be harmed by flooding, drought, sea level rise or dilapidated water 
infrastructure, exacerbated by climate change. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) and the Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA) are steps to right this wrong by providing over $50 billion a year for infrastructure, a 
majority through the State Revolving Funds (SRFs). This funding presents a generational opportunity which is 
met by a challenge: understaffed and underfunded utilities rarely have the time, expertise, or funding to gain 
access to federal and state loans or grants. 

Moonshot Missions Inc. (Moonshot) is a 501c3 non-profit founded in 2018 based on the core principle that all 
people have a right to safe, accessible, and affordable drinking water and clean waterways. Moonshot delivers 
on this by working collaboratively with disadvantaged communities of any size to bridge their lack of resources. 
Moonshot serves as trusted peer advisors to underserved communities to assess, identify, select, and develop 
technically and financially sound projects that transform struggling utilities. Moonshot achieves these goals as a 
collective of water leaders, professionals, and engineers with more than 250+ years of hard-earned experience 
with utility management, governance, community engagement, engineering, operations, and finance. Moonshot 
focuses on providing value to utilities in six key thematic areas:  

1. Community: Our actions must, and will, be guided by community voices and priorities. 
2. Outcomes: Our actions are measured by the ability to deliver measured results.  
3. Urgency: Our actions are designed to deliver results quickly. 
4. Simplicity: Our actions are delivered in a simple structure, easy to deploy and expand.  
5. Lasting: Our actions will create playbooks of replicable steps and practices for long-term success  

Moonshot works with utility and community leaders to conduct a 360-degree review of technical, management 
and financial conditions. This step enables the diagnosis and customization of field-tested solutions that can 
help attain optimal water quality and environmental protection at an affordable cost. Moonshot’s approach can 
deliver on a wide range of opportunities including:   
  
LEAD – Assist in the development of lead-service 
line inventories, probability analysis for 
identification of LSL replacement strategies, 
community outreach and engagement. 
CLIMATE – Reduce GHG emissions associated with 
energy use in water treatment and distribution and 
wastewater collection and treatment, while 
developing permanent on-site sources of renewable 
energy.  
RESILIENCY – Develop resilient water supplies, 
and energy and operational approaches to help 
address extreme hydrology, protect facilities from 
sea level rise and maintain or restore utility service.  
SOURCE WATER– Improve and diversify water 
supply resources, reduce water loss, improve water 
use efficiency, and seek water reuse opportunities. 
OPERATIONAL OPTIMIZATION– Implement 
projects that improve the performance of existing 
infrastructure and reduce costs. 

CAPITAL PROJECTS AND FUNDING – Optimize 
capital investments and support gaining access to 
federal and state grants and loans. 
NUTRIENTS – Reduce nutrient pollutants in 
waterways, including strategies to decrease and 
manage harmful algal blooms, particularly those 
threatening drinking water sources. 
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE – Design and planning 
for re-incorporating natural features to the built 
environment which manages stormwater, improves 
water and air quality, and delivers community and 
workforce benefits. 
REGIONALIZATION – Enable the regionalization 
or consolidation of small systems to gain scale and 
draw upon needed technical, managerial, and 
financial capacity to deliver sustainable services. 
AFFORDABILITY – Achieve these results with 
approaches which reduce costs and identify revenue 
generating opportunities to deliver affordable and 
sustainable services to communities in need.  

 
Can we help you or a community you know? We would love to hear from you: 

info@moonshotmissions.org 
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