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21-DAY PRAYER GUIDE
Welcome to our PCG Prayer Resource—“Twenty-One Days of Prayer.” Unfortunately, churches
rarely cultivate a culture of prayer. Promote a church picnic and most people show up. Provide
a worship event and many people show up. Call a prayer meeting and few people show up. The
purpose of this prayer guide includes inviting and inspiring every Christ-follower to engage in
prayer.
Understanding the glaring statistic that less than 5 percent of Christ-followers share their faith,
we need a divine miracle to live as “One Mission—One Movement” for our time. We need God
to show up in our lives and churches. As we approach the beginning of a brand-new chapter in
a 2nd-Century PCG, we must affirm the notion that “unless the Lord builds the house, we labor in
vain who build it.” We must enter into a sacred cooperation with Him to advance His Kingdom in
our world.
Our Father said, “My house will be called a house of Prayer” (Isa. 56:7), and Jesus repeated it:
“My house will be called a house of Prayer” (Matt. 21:13). One Mission—One Movement is only
possible when each one of us engages as a house or tabernacle of prayer.
In this 21-Day Prayer Guide, you will have the opportunity to consecrate yourself in prayer each
day with the challenge…
• Seek – To Know Him
• Gaze – In Worship and Gratitude
• Inquire – On Behalf of Others
Allow me to express my deep appreciation to Jenni Gilbert, who is the author and writer of this
amazing prayer resource. I can attest to the fact that she remains fixed to an all-out pursuit of
knowing God’s heart and sharing God’s heart in a credible and caring way. If you are genuinely
compelled to accelerate your pace in prayer and live as a tabernacle of prayer, you will certainly
value God’s gift to the kingdom and the PCG—Jenni Gilbert.

Dr. Wayman Ming Jr.
Pentecostal Church of God General Bishop

From the beginning of time, God’s deepest
desire has been to be in relationship with
His creatures. In the Garden of Eden, we read
of Him walking and talking with Adam and Eve.
Sadly, sin’s entrance into the world prevented
God from living with them like this, and man’s
idyllic relationship with the Creator was broken.

WELCOME

Ever since that day, it has been God’s mission to bring His people back to living
life with Him…to bring His people back to Himself. As the story of mankind unfolds in
Scripture, God reveals His method. He chooses people to be the showcase for His glory
so that all nations might be drawn to Him. First, He chooses Abraham, specifying that
He will bless him so that he would be a blessing to others. Then in Exodus, we witness
Him binding the children of Israel to Himself through a covenant contract which would
empower them to be a “treasured possession” belonging to Him as “a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:5-6). As a “treasured possession,” Israel is to hold a unique
relationship with God in fulfilling His mission. As a “holy nation,” they are called to live
differently than those around them, set apart by distinct lifestyles reflecting God’s
character. As a “kingdom of priests,” they are given a mission—to go between God and
other nations, bringing His blessing and displaying His power.
To equip Israel in fulfilling this mission, God comes to dwell among them in the
tabernacle. Through the symbolism of every single part of the tabernacle, the people
learn how to move towards God and how to move with Him to fulfill His mission in the
world.
Standing on the New Testament side of history, we know that, ultimately, God chose
His Son, Emmanuel—“God with us”—to “tabernacle” among us (John 1:14). Jesus would
equip His followers by tangibly expressing what it looked like to move toward His Father
and how to move in perfect fulfillment of His mission to the world. With this in mind, 1
Peter 2:9-10 points back to Exodus 19:5-6 and describes those belonging to Jesus, the
church, as the people He has chosen to continue His mission.
God’s heart has always been missional…and His movement has always been in and
through His people.
Isn’t it significant that Moses, having completed writing the Pentateuch in the
wilderness, would have been able to hand off this written reminder to Israel as they
stood poised to enter the Promised Land? Upon entering this land of foreign cultures,
they would need to remember their distinct identity and mission. As a people living
life with God, they would display His character as they engaged with those around
them. One could draw a powerful parallel to the PCG, poised on the cusp of entering its
second century with hearts set on ONE MISSION—ONE MOVEMENT.
Throughout the next 21 days, we will embark on a journey together to know more of
the missional heart of God. By agreeing in prayer and fasting, we will move toward God,
allowing Him to move within each one of us. We will seek to know Him more, pause to
gaze in worship of Him, and inquire what His heart is for our ministries, our churches,
our nation, and our world.
Each day, you will be provided with a focal point centered upon the tabernacle, which
represents the place where God equips His people to live in relationship with Him—the
place where He forms their hearts to fulfill His mission. Our hope is that individually and
corporately we might live as tabernacles, displaying to the world around us what it looks
like to be in relationship with God and empowering all of us to move toward Him.
He longs for His people to know Him so well that we walk confident in His power, live
secured by His love, trust completely in His goodness, stand edified by His truth, and act
empowered by His righteousness. May God bless you as you move toward Him so that
He might move in and through you over the next 21 days!

Day 1

The tabernacle is a home for God's glory
In Exodus 25:8 (NLT), God instructed Moses to “have the people of Israel build
me a holy sanctuary so I can live among them.” He goes on to explain to Moses that
everything built must be exactly according to the pattern He specifies because this
tabernacle would be a shadow or copy of His home in heaven. This is truly exciting! We
can learn so much about who God is, what He does, and what His purposes are because
He causes heaven to become tangible through the tabernacle He constructs on earth!
It is no wonder that the single-most passion of David’s life is to “dwell in the house of
the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in His
temple” (Ps. 27:4).
Our excitement grows even deeper when we discover the significance of the Hebrew
words used to describe this “house of the Lord.” The Hebrew word mikdash, or sanctuary,
was used to describe a consecrated or holy place, an area devoted to the sphere of
the sacred. It comes from the root qadhash, which is often translated by the word
holy and means to be clean or pure in a moral sense. Thus, mikdash emphasizes God’s
transcendence and the fact that His house would be set apart in a special, sacred way.
Another Hebrew word used to describe God’s house is mishkan, which means tabernacle,
residency, or home. It comes from the root shakan, indicating the idea of settling down,
dwelling or lodging with, and even lying down with someone. It is from this root that
the phrase Shekinah presence or glory of the Lord comes, as it refers to God’s special
presence, a localization of His power manifest in a given time and place. Whereas
mikdash emphasizes God’s transcendence, mishkan highlights the intimacy of His
nearness. So, we see that our transcendent God drew near to His people by making a
home for Himself in the tabernacle. And in this home, His glory was on display!
Not only did God reveal Himself through the tabernacle, but He also used it to point to
His purpose and plan in His Son, Jesus. Through the tabernacle rituals and furnishings,
worshipers experienced the seriousness of their sins and the grace of God’s forgiveness
mediated through the sacrifices offered and the ministry of the priests. Their faithfilled expectation looked ahead to Jesus’ perfect sacrifice. Ultimately, by living life as
a man, Jesus would bring heaven even closer to earth than the tabernacle itself. As
previously mentioned, a literal translation of John 1:14 refers to Jesus by saying that “the
Word became flesh and tabernacled among us.” There’s that mishkan word again that
highlights the nearness of God! The incarnate Jesus provided a home for God and was
the means by which He, again, displayed His glory. But the excitement doesn’t end there!

In John 14:16-17, Jesus explained to the disciples that the Holy Spirit would come to
dwell with them and be in them. Basically, He described how all followers of Jesus would
become dwelling places, residences, tabernacles for God to inhabit! Indeed, He promised
that God would make His home in each one of us! This is exactly what took place in Acts 2.
Consequently, today, when we ask God to make His home in our hearts, WE become the
very places where “heaven meets earth”…the tabernacles where God’s glory is on display!
As individuals, we bring God near to every single person we interact with on a daily basis.
Then, as we meet together, the glory of God erupts through our worship, our prayer, the
preaching of the Word, the fellowship of loving one another, and through healings and
messages of divine direction and encouragement. Onlookers witness this God of glory in
our midst and they start to ask the question: “Who IS this King of glory?” As a result, they
find their way back to God. They find their way back home.
Someday, Jesus will return, and we will live together in a new home—a new heaven and
earth where God’s glory will be unrestrained, and He will be fully present with His people.
Until that day, our deepest desire matches that of David as we seek to live life with God
here on earth, gazing upon His beauty and inquiring of His will.

Seek
Offer the next 21 days to the Lord in prayer. Tell Him you want to know Him more and ask
Him to show Himself to you in new ways. Tell Him you want Him to make His home even
more in your heart, so that your life puts His glory on display.

Gaze
Pause to consider 2 Chronicles 7:1-3. “When Solomon finished praying, fire flashed down
from heaven and burned up the burnt offerings and sacrifices, and the glorious presence
of the LORD filled the Temple. The priests could not enter the Temple of the LORD because
the glorious presence of the LORD filled it. When all the people of Israel saw the fire
coming down and the glorious presence of the LORD filling the Temple, they fell face
down on the ground and worshiped and praised the LORD, saying, “He is good! His faithful
love endures forever!” Thank the Lord for His glorious presence inside of you. Kneel and
put your face to the ground and tell Him “You are good! Your faithful love endures forever!”
Thank Him for filling your life with His glory.

Inquire
Pray for PCG ministries and churches to display God’s glory through our worship, prayer,
the preaching of the Word, our love for one another, healings, messages of divine direction
and encouragement, and in outreach. Pray that we move from an American church with
a global mission to a Global church with a global mission. Pray that onlookers would be
attracted to God as they see that He is in our midst!

DAY 2

The tabernacle is where there is sacrifice
“All whose hearts were stirred and whose spirits were moved came and brought
their sacred offerings to the LORD. They brought all the materials needed for the
Tabernacle…” (Ex. 35:21, NLT).
Few people jump at the chance to make a sacrifice. Usually, it involves a cost that may
bring discomfort or loss. One must weigh the benefit of the outcome against such cost.
Thus, those who follow through with the sacrifice are those who truly believe the benefit
will outweigh the cost. There were several such “believers” who gave their most precious
possessions to make possible a place for the Lord to dwell in their midst.
The invitation went out via Moses on God’s behalf for any willing Israelite to bring an
offering to be used for the construction of the tabernacle. Exodus 35–36 emphasizes
the fact that this invitation was just for those who wanted to give. No pressure. No sense
of obligation. No tent-to-tent fundraising visits were made with offers of free food for
those who participated. Amazingly, the response was so overwhelming that the giving
actually had to be called to a halt! Exodus 35:5 reveals a clue as to why this happened. It
says that the invitation had been given to those with “generous” or “free” hearts. These
were people who had learned the secret of a sacrificing life. Sacrifice frees up room for
increased relationship with God. They knew that the benefit of God living in their midst far
outweighed anything it might cost them.
So many of us cling to the stuff of this world. We wrap our fingers around possessions,
hold fast to attitudes, seek approval from people, and keep a firm grasp on positions and
plans. Little do we realize that a heart that sacrifices, that lets go, is a heart that opens the
door for God to move into the space left behind and make His home there. Romans 12:1
encourages true worshipers to offer all their thinking, feeling, choosing, and acting as a
sacrifice to the Lord. This is what it means to love Him in daily relationship. Praise God for
our Helper, the Holy Spirit, whose work in us brings God great pleasure as we sacrifice all
that we are and all that we do to His influence! (Rom. 8:5). And as we trust Him, “Christ will
make His home in our hearts” (Eph. 3:17).

Seek
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you any thoughts, feelings, choices, resources, or plans
God might want you to sacrifice to make room for a richer relationship with Him. This
may relate to what He is asking you to fast for this season of 21 days. Tell the Spirit you
are offering this to Him and that you welcome His influence. Picture that space being
emptied in your heart and then filled up with the love of the Lord!

Gaze
Fix your thoughts on Jesus and the sacrifice He made in coming to earth so that
relationship with God would be made possible for us (Phil. 2:6-8). Tell Him you are in awe
of His obedience to the Father. Stretch out your arms as a symbol of accepting His deep
love demonstrated by His sacrifice for you.

Inquire
Ask the Holy Spirit to release an even greater generosity within the hearts of those
associated with the PCG so that local, national, and global ministries will experience
generous funding. Pray that we will freely offer our time, resources and energy for God’s
purposes and values. Pray for our children and youth to learn biblical stewardship from
their parents and leaders. Ask God to raise up districts, mother churches, and Christian
businesses to invest in church planting. Pray that wealth will be placed in the hands of
believers and used to win the lost and to equip and send the found.

DAY 3

The tabernacle is where we behold God's beauty
“One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of
the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in
his temple” (Ps. 27:4, NIV).
“I’m asking GOD for one thing, only one thing: To live with him in his house my whole
life long. I’ll contemplate his beauty; I’ll study at his feet” (Ps. 27:4, MSG).
Have you ever stopped dead in your tracks to gasp at the beauty of a sunset? Or reached
the peak of a summit only to catch your breath in awe at the majestic landscape below? We
can’t help but react to beauty. It captivates us, leaving a lasting imprint upon our hearts. No
wonder David longed to spend his life gazing upon God’s beauty!
The Hebrew word for beauty in Psalm 27:4 is rooted in the surpassing nature of the beauty
as reflected in the NLT translation “perfections.” It also includes the sense of delightfulness.
The Hebrew word for gaze carries with it the idea of contemplating with pleasure. This is a
blow-your-mind kind of beauty that provokes enjoyment, thrill, and desire in response! The
psalmist Asaph echoes David’s heart in Psalm 73:25 (NIV), exclaiming to God “…earth has
nothing I desire besides you!”
In Psalm 26:8, David points out that it is not the structure of God’s house that stirs up such
strong reaction in him, but rather the glory of God that “dwells there.” Similarly, we see Peter
respond to the unrestrained glory of Jesus at the transfiguration with the cry, “It is GOOD to
be here!” In fact, he finds it so good that he wants to build mini tabernacles so they can live
amidst such glory! (Matt. 17:2-21).
And if our own enjoyment isn’t enough, there is something more that happens as we
delight in God’s perfections! Manley Beasley refers to this, saying, “A glimpse of Jesus will
save you. To gaze at Him will sanctify you.” 1The Spirit makes this possible. “So all of us…can
see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord, who is the Spirit, makes us more and
more like him as we are changed into his glorious image” (2 Cor. 3:18, NLT). The more we
enjoy God’s beauty, the more He rubs off on us! Now that’s worth throwing a party about!
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Seek
Moses asked God to “show him His glory,” and the Lord agreed to let all of His “goodness”
(beauty/perfections/delightfulness) pass before him though Moses would only see the
Lord’s back. Quiet your thoughts and ask the Holy Spirit to show you God’s perfections.
Ask Him to give you a picture representing His beauty or to bring a word or verse to mind
that describes His perfections.

Gaze
Breathe the prayer: “I enjoy You, Lord. It is GOOD to be with You. I am captivated by Your
perfections. I delight in Your beauty. I find joy in all that You are and all that You do.”

Inquire
Ask the Holy Spirit to saturate the hearts of worshipers in our churches with absolute
delight in God’s perfections. Ask Him to move powerfully through our worship pastors
and worship ministries. Pray for our leaders in Student Ministries to encourage young
children, high school and college students to value true beauty as God characterizes it.
Pray for young people across the globe to find their greatest delight in God instead of the
attractions of this world.

DAY 4

The tabernacle is entered through His love
“But as for me, by Your abundant lovingkindness I will enter Your house” (Ps. 5:7, NASB).
An interior designer would probably tell you that the entrance to your home is vital to the
overall message being communicated to your guests as they stand at the front door. Will they
feel warmly welcomed, intimidated, or turned off? Thank the Lord that the entryway to His
“house” is abundant love! His love is the threshold to entering into fellowship with Him and to
experiencing the rich relationship found in His presence. But this isn’t just any kind of love.
The Hebrew word for His love in this verse hinges upon God’s covenant loyalty—His promised
guarantee that His love will always be there. Who doesn’t love a guarantee?! Even more, this
guarantee is astonishing as we recognize that “righteousness and justice are the foundation
of (His) throne” (Ps. 89:14). God’s very nature insists upon and demands righteousness. Yet,
we see Israel sin over and over again and God won’t let go. God goes above and beyond what
is required by covenant “contracts” as He keeps His promise despite Israel’s unfaithfulness.
“Long ago the LORD said to Israel: ‘I have loved you, my people, with an everlasting love. With
unfailing love I have drawn you to myself’ ” (Jer. 31:3). This is a love that overrides their failure
and calls them back to Himself.
So, as we pause at the threshold of the tabernacle of our hearts, as we ponder His love in our
thoughts; hear Him speak it with our ears, feel it with our emotions, take hold of it deep in our
spirit, for then we are drawn into the house of fellowship with our Lord. That fellowship, fueled
by His love, fills us and flows from us. “We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). As we
love the world around us, every person we interact with and pray for each day is brought to
the doorway of God’s house and invited to enter.
God’s love frames the entrance of a missional heart.

Seek
Picture yourself standing at the front door of God’s “house.” God opens the door with
an excited smile, throws His arms around you, and invites you inside. Do you enter
immediately without hesitation? Is there anything holding you back? Ask the Holy Spirit to
show you what might be hindering you from accepting God’s warm welcome to enter into
fellowship with Him.

Gaze
Affirm that you can count on God’s love by saying to Him, “For Your unfailing love toward
those who fear You is as great as the height of the heavens above the earth…You are like
a father to Your children, tender and compassionate to those who fear You” (Ps. 103:11,
13, NLT). Tell Him you are opening the door of your heart for His love. Pause to let His love
surround and fill you.

Inquire
Ask the Holy Spirit to unleash the tender, compassionate love of God to be experienced by
the PCG body in fresh and powerful ways. Pray for marriages and families to be profoundly
transformed by His love with the result of greater unity in their relationships. Pray for our
men to chase after God’s heart and lead their families into deeper relationship with the
Lord. Pray for our women to know they are loved and empowered to make a difference in
the world as wives, mothers, daughters, businesswomen, and leaders.

DAY 5
The tabernacle is where he will be found
“But who is able to build Him a house, since heaven, even highest heaven, cannot
contain Him? Who am I to build Him a house, except as a place to burn incense in
worship before Him?” (2 Chron. 2:6, NASB).
“His purpose was for the nations to seek after God and perhaps feel their way toward
him and find him—though he is not far from any one of us” (Acts 17:27, NLT).
The Israelites recognized their God could not be contained between four walls. Before
fleeing Egypt, they had witnessed a face off of power between the Egyptian gods and
Yahweh, with the clear winner being the latter. Yahweh had demonstrated His power over
nature, His power over death, and His power over massive military strength. Now, here they
were in the wilderness with instructions to build a dwelling for this omnipotent God?! How
in the world would this be possible?
Obviously, the very God who had created the world could never be contained within it.
Rather, the tabernacle would provide a tangible place for Israel to interact with God. Placed
at the center with the twelve tribes encamped around it, the tabernacle represented God’s
presence made accessible to all who came to seek Him. With every approach towards the
tabernacle, hearts must have filled with expectancy to meet their Almighty God!
As the Israelites moved through the wilderness, they carried the pieces of furniture
with them. Poles were inserted through rings attached to each piece so that the entire
tabernacle was mobile. This signified that God’s presence moved with them everywhere
they went. He would always be with them. He could always be found.
It has been said that the tabernacle can be summed up in two ways: God’s appearance to
man in grace and Man’s approach to God in faith. 2To Israel, this meant that as they moved
toward God in faith, God promised to be found. Then 1,500 years later, God would appear
to man in grace through His Son, Jesus Christ. Once again, those who moved toward Jesus
in faith found God. For Christ-followers today, within the tabernacles of our hearts, God
has promised that He can always be found. All that is required of us is to move toward Him,
believing that He is there...“and that He cares enough to respond to those who seek Him”
(Heb. 11:6, MSG). Will you believe today? Will you expect Him to be found?
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Seek
Are you facing circumstances that are difficult to find God in? Ask the Holy Spirit to
demonstrate that He is with you in a tangible way. Tell Him you are filled with expectation
to see Him show up. Picture the places you are in throughout any given day and thank
Him for His presence, which goes with you in each place. Ask Him to give you favor as you
display the glory of His presence to the people in those places.

Gaze
Thank God that He cannot be contained in a building or limited to one place but is
present everywhere. Admire Him as you reflect on the fact that He is beyond our scope
of comprehension yet brings Himself near to every detail of our lives. Thank Him for His
promise that if we seek Him, He will be found (Matt. 7:7).

Inquire
Ask the Holy Spirit to empower our International Mission Center to become a strong
resource for training pastors, missionaries, church planters, and multicultural leaders to
carry the gospel into the world. Ask the Holy Spirit to use our ministries, churches, and
local and global mission fields to show seekers that God can be found!

DAY 6

The tabernacle is where we receive understanding
“And you will make a lampstand of pure gold…and six branches will be going out
from its sides” (Ex. 25:31).
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of
deep darkness a light has dawned... For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and
the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government
and peace there will be no end” (Isa. 9:2, 6-7).
With one flick of a switch, a dark room becomes light. The boundaries of unidentifiable
forms become outlined and clarified, making it possible for us to navigate our movement
within the room. When we can clearly identify what is in front of us, we are able to interact
with our environment with intentional mindfulness.
How was movement made possible within the tabernacle? The Golden Lampstand
provided the only light for the whole tabernacle. Six branches extended from one central
“trunk,” each topped with oil lamps facing toward the center lamp, which was called
the Servant Lamp. The Lampstand was said to depict the Tree of Life. The central trunk
represented Jesus, the Branch from whom all other “branches” grow and the humble
Servant.
Upon entering the Holy Place, one’s eyes would have been immediately drawn to the
golden splendor of light. The lamps were replenished with oil so that they burned
continually. This is such powerful foreshadowing of Revelations 21:23-24 where the new
city of God’s people “has no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God illuminates the city,
and the Lamb is its light. The nations will walk in its light, and the kings of the world will
enter the city in all their glory.”
In John 8:12, Jesus identifies Himself as this light: “I am the light of the world. If you follow
me, you won’t have to walk in darkness because you will have the light that leads to life.”
It is to this truth that Paul points when praying for the hearts of believers in Ephesus to be
“flooded with light” so they could understand the confident hope and God-given power in
which they were to move through daily life.
Jesus tells us that, as believers, we are the “light of the world” (Matt. 5:14). Equipped in
the tabernacle of our hearts with the illuminating presence of the Holy Spirit, we receive
clarifying disclosure of God’s desires and strategies to help us see our world with His eyes
and navigate our movement as He directs. It is only as we move as one with His Light that
others will see our “good works and give glory to our Father in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).

Seek
Ask the Holy Spirit what situations He would like to shine light on for you today. Ask Him
for spiritual understanding to see beyond what is in plain view. Ask Him for guidance to
know how to address these situations as Jesus would.

Gaze
In Psalm 36:9, David tells God “For You are the fountain of life, the light by which we see.”
Repeat this affirmation to the Lord aloud as you allow your heart to settle in admiration
of Him. Picture entering the tabernacle and imagine your eyes being drawn to the
Lampstand. Tell Jesus how brilliant and powerful His light shines, attracting and drawing
you to Him.

Inquire
Pray for the PCG staff, pastors, and ministry leaders to have spiritual understanding of
God’s purposes and strategies in their ministries and churches. Ask the Holy Spirit to use
them to clarify His truth as they affirm identity, bring revelation, and generate life through
their leading, preaching, teaching, and coaching. Pray that nonbelievers searching for
fulfillment will be attracted to the lifestyles displayed by our church members. Pray that
God will grant wisdom and financial resources to develop information technology and
move the message and mission of the PCG forward.

“O God, thou art my God;
early will I seek thee: my
soul thirsteth for thee,
my flesh longeth for thee
in a dry and thirsty land,
where no water is;
To see thy power and thy
glory, so as I have seen
thee in the sanctuary.
Because thy loving
kindness is better than
life, my lips shall praise
thee.”
— Ps. 63: 1-3

DAY 7

The tabernacle is the place where god receives our prayers
“Accept my prayer as incense offered to you, and my upraised hands as an evening
offering” (Ps. 141:2, NLT).
“And when he took the scroll, the four living beings and the twenty-four elders fell
down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp, and they held gold bowls filled with
incense, which are the prayers of God’s people” (Rev. 5:8, NLT).
Noses come in all shapes and sizes, but one thing they all have in common is the wonderful
sense of smell. Cookies baking in the oven. Freshly brewed coffee. Babies after a bath.
Jasmine blossoming in the spring. These smells waft through the air, fill our noses with
delight, and bring a sense of pleasure to our whole being.
Did you know that God has a nose? Well, truthfully, this is figurative imagery employed by
biblical writers to convey their message. But this imagery communicates powerful meaning
when it comes to prayer. In Revelations 5:8, John describes the prayers of the saints as
incense which has been captured and preserved in golden bowls before the Throne of
God. When incense is burned, it emits a sweet fragrance. Throughout Scripture, prayer is
said to be a fragrant offering before the Lord. Can you picture God closing His eyes as He
breathes in through His nose…a pleased smile spreading across His face? How He cherishes
receiving our prayers!
The Altar of Incense was placed in the very center of the tabernacle. It stood in front of the
veil which covered the Holy of Holies, where the Ark of the Covenant resided. Incense was
burned on its surface twice a day as part of the evening and morning sacrifice. The priests
would carry fire from the Altar of Burnt Offering to use for the incense burned there. On the
Day of Atonement, the horns were sprinkled with blood also taken from the Altar of Burnt
Offering.
The significance of the fire and the blood brought from this altar of sacrifice reminds us that
our approach in prayer is based on God’s grace given because of Jesus’ perfect sacrifice.
Positioned at the right hand of the Father (a place representing favor and influence), He
“lives forever to intercede with God on our behalf” (Heb. 7:25).
God hears us. The secret cries whispered in the tabernacle of our hearts ascend to His
throne. Though at times we may feel the wait for an answer is long, He has not forgotten
even one of our prayers.

Furthermore, our very lives, offered yieldingly to the Spirit, rise like fragrant prayers to
Him. Second Corinthians 2:14-15 says, “Now he uses us to spread the knowledge of Christ
everywhere, like a sweet perfume. Our lives are a Christ-like fragrance rising up to God.” As
we move as one with Jesus throughout our world, we emit His aroma which permeates
our environment and ascends to the throne. There, our Father breathes it in and smiles
with pure delight!

Seek
Thank God for the answers you know He has for you. Affirm your faith in Him by listing
the situations where you are waiting for answers and saying, “I can’t wait to see how You
answer ____(situation)____!” Ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen faith-filled expectancy
within you and to help you persist in prayer.

Gaze
Picture your prayer as incense rising before God’s throne and causing Him great pleasure.
Take some time to express gratitude to God by saying, “Thank You that Your ears are
open to my cry. (Ps. 34:15, NASB) Thank You that You pay attention to me. You hear me. I
am heard.”

Inquire
Pray for the leadership, staff, and faculty of Messenger College to continue to receive clear
direction and strategies for equipping and encouraging those called to leadership. Pray
for the young adults to be filled with faith as they wait for answers clarifying their calling,
potential spouses, and other life decisions. Ask the Holy Spirit to draw us with unwavering
devotion to pray in the spirit daily. Pray for pastors to cultivate a culture of prayer that
would usher in revival and spread the knowledge of Christ everywhere through the
fragrance of our lives in 2018.

DAY 8

The tabernacle is the place where we find satisfying sustenance
“Place the Bread of the Presence on the table to remain before me at all times”
(Ex. 25:30, NLT).
“O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My soul thirsts for you; my whole
body longs for you in this parched and weary land where there is no water. I have seen
you in your sanctuary and gazed upon your power and glory. Your unfailing love is
better than life itself…You satisfy me more than the richest feast” (Ps. 63:1-3, 5, NLT).
David wrote Psalm 63 when he was in the middle of the wilderness. The imagery is vivid
as he surveys the parched landscape around him. Perhaps a growl in his stomach reminds
him of his need to find food, and the dryness of his mouth makes him long for water. Yet
he remembers time spent in God’s presence in the sanctuary. His hunger and thirst prompt
David to recall the God he met there who satisfies him more than “the richest feast.”
The Table of Showbread might have been the setting recalled in David’s reminiscing. It
was there that bread was to be continually supplied so that the priests were always able
to satisfy their hunger. A fresh batch of bread would be provided every Sabbath. How
reassuring it must have been for the priests to know they would never go hungry!
This bread was also called “the Bread of the Presence.” Such rich symbolism can be found
as we imagine sitting around the table and satisfying our hunger by breaking “the Bread of
the Presence” with fellow priests! The Table of Showbread reminds us that God’s Presence is
our continual source of deep satisfaction and daily sustenance.
Jesus was born in Bethlehem, literally the “house of bread,” and was laid in a feeding
trough. He identified Himself as the Bread of Life (John 6:32, 33, 35). John 6:51 records Jesus
saying, “The bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” The
forgiveness graciously given to us through Jesus’ death on the cross made it possible for us
to enjoy God’s Presence today and on into eternity.
The Hebrew word used for table means “to send.” From God’s Presence, He fills us with
everything we need in order to send us into the world to share His Presence with others.

Seek
What are you hungry for today that can be satisfied by the bread of God’s Presence?
Ask the Holy Spirit to awaken your hunger and satisfy your need. Tell Him that your soul
thirsts for Him, that your whole body longs for Him (Ps. 63).

Gaze
Agree with John 6:35 by saying, “Jesus, You are the bread of life; whoever comes to You
will never be hungry again, and whoever believes in You will never be thirsty.” Tell Him,
“The eyes of all look to you in hope; you give them their food as they need it. When you
open your hand, you satisfy the hunger and thirst of every living thing (Ps. 145:15-16). I
am looking to You for satisfaction.”

Inquire
Pray for the leaders and directors of the PCG to be physically strong. Pray that God will
refresh, strengthen, and sustain pastors and ministry leaders so that they don’t become
weary. Ask the Spirit to continually fill those serving in a nation not their own. Pray for the
development of Spirit-empowered resources that will effectively communicate the gospel
in our culture and around the globe.

DAY 9

The tabernacle is where we find cleansing and renewal
“Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean…and I will give you a
new heart and I will put a new spirit in you…so that you will follow my decrees and be
careful to obey my regulations” (Ezek. 36:25-27, NLT).
“Blessed are those who wash their robes. They will be permitted to enter through the
gates of the city and eat the fruit from the tree of life” (Rev. 22:14, NLT).
Water is our most important resource in life. While the human body can go about three
weeks without food, the maximum time the body can go without water is usually four days.
We use water for a vast number of reasons. However, although there is about 332,500,000
cubic miles of it on earth, only one-hundredth of 1 percent of the world’s water is readily
available for human use. In developing nations, women and girls are primarily responsible
for collecting water; on average, 25 percent of their day is spent on this task. One can
certainly understand why water and life are closely related!
The Israelites understood “living water” to mean free-flowing water from a spring or from
rain rather than from a cistern or stagnant pool. In Jesus’ day, priests carried “living water”
from the Pool of Siloam (fed from the Gihon Spring via a tunnel traveling through the heart
of Jerusalem) to the Temple. It was in this very setting that Jesus spoke of living water.
On the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles, as the priest emptied a golden pitcher of this
water at the temple altar, He said, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. For the
Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living water will flow from the heart of anyone who believes in
me’ ” (John 7:37-39). The living water He referred to was the Holy Spirit.
Water played a key role for the priests who served in the OT tabernacle. The bronze
laver was the location for two types of cleansing. When the priests were inducted to
their position, their whole bodies were bathed at the laver. This complete cleansing also
happened on the Day of Atonement, which represented a new beginning each year for the
whole nation of Israel.
Ephesians 5:25-27 uses the Greek word for “laver” where the English translates this with the
word “washed” to connect this cleansing with Jesus’ death. “He gave up his life for her (the
church) to make her holy and clean, washed (“lavered”) by the cleansing of God’s word.”
Titus 3:5 says that Jesus “washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through
the Holy Spirit.” The one-time cleansing of Jesus has placed us in position for new life
through the Spirit. In Jesus, we have been made new!
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The second type of cleansing was continual. The priests were not to touch the altar or
the tabernacle without washing or they would die. Both their hands and feet were to
be washed before each service in God’s Presence. This continual cleansing represents
sanctification, the ongoing cleansing from the stains of sin. Things are sanctified when they
are fit to be used according to the purpose for which they were designed. In our case, the
Holy Spirit’s continual cleansing work within the tabernacle of our hearts makes us fit to
live in accord with the divine purposes God designed for us since the beginning of time.
As those who bear the image of God, we experience renewal every day so that His glory
can be reflected in our lives. Through the cleansing of confession, meditation on God’s
Word, and listening to the leading of the Spirit, we are empowered to move in alignment as
one with God.

Seek
Picture yourself under a gentle waterfall. As you lift your head and let the water run over
you, ask the Holy Spirit to cleanse you from any unknown sin in your life. Ask Him to
show you areas you need to confess sin and ask for forgiveness.

Gaze
Thank God for the Spirit’s continual cleansing power at work in you because of Jesus’
saving grace. Say to Him: “With joy I will drink deeply from the fountain of salvation!”
(Isa. 12:3). Give Him thanks that He “will continually guide you, and satisfy your desire in
scorched places, and give strength to your bones; and you will be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water whose waters do not fail” (Isa. 58:11, NLT).

Inquire
Ask the Spirit to send revival to all college campuses. Pray for our students to have a deep
knowledge and understanding of the Word. Pray for collegiates on secular campuses to
stay rooted and grounded when their faith is attacked.

DAY 10

The tabernacle is where we find strength
“How lovely is your dwelling place…I long, yes, I faint with longing to enter the courts
of the LORD. With my whole being, body and soul, I will shout joyfully to the living
God. Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow builds her nest and raises her
young at a place near your altar…What joy for those who can live in your house…
What joy for those whose strength comes from the LORD…When they walk through
the Valley of Weeping, it will become a place of refreshing springs…They will continue
to grow stronger…” (Ps. 84:1-7, NLT).
What a precious picture the psalmist paints of birds nestling up to the altar of God, settling
into their nests, and entrusting their young. They are establishing “home base,” and when
we look further into the significance behind sparrows and swallows, this scene becomes
even sweeter.
Because they were a very common bird, the Bible refers to sparrows to represent the
insignificant—those who don’t feel they are of value. Swallows were known as one of the
swiftest birds and could be seen darting from place to place. Such restless activity suggests
the search for a “resting place.” It is telling, then, that both find their homes at the altar of
God. Like these birds, we find what is needed only in God. To the one seeking significance,
God speaks immeasurable value (Matt. 12:29-31). To the one seeking contentment, He
declares the search over in relationship with Him (Phil. 4:11-12). The psalmist knows these
truths firsthand. He knows that only in God can one find unshakable strength to face any
struggle imaginable. This gives rise to his impassioned cry of longing for God’s courts. And
he takes it a step further.
Perhaps the most profound blessing experienced by those who find their strength in
God is that even when they “walk through the Valley of Weeping, it will become a place of
refreshing springs” (vs. 6). And the psalmist clarifies that this is no one-time deal! Rather,
they will go “from strength to strength” with “no good thing being withheld” from them!
(vs. 7, 11). Supernatural, lasting strength with blessings thrown in for good measure. What a
promise our God offers to us when we make our home with Him!

Seek
Are you walking through a “Valley of Weeping”? Perhaps there are areas in your life
where you are experiencing weakness. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you what these are.
Ask Him to strengthen you and tell Him you believe He will cause these places to be like
refreshing springs.

Gaze
Agree in your spirit with John 16:33 which says that Jesus has overcome the world. Pause
to revel in His victory by saying, “You have overcome the world. YOU overcome.” Place
your situation in His hands and recognize His victory by declaring: I “hear the shouts, hear
the triumph songs…‘The hand of God has turned the tide! The hand of God is raised in
victory! The hand of God has turned the tide!’” (Ps. 118:14, MSG). Picture yourself resting
in peace at the foot of His throne.

Inquire
Ask the Holy Spirit to pour out His victorious strength for those in the PCG churches and
ministries who are struggling with addictions and issues that inhibit them from living in
God’s freedom. Pray for God’s power to flow through the pastors, leaders, and missionaries
in areas where they need strength. Pray for prodigal members of families to experience
Jesus’ power to overcome the attractions of this world and to come back “home” to God.
Pray for mothers to be empowered to raise their children in the way of the Lord and not
lose hope for any lost children to return to God.

DAY 11

The tabernacle is where we have assurance
“For the inside of the Tabernacle, make a special curtain of finely woven linen.
Decorate it with blue, purple, and scarlet thread and with skillfully embroidered
cherubim…Hang the inner curtain from clasps, and put the Ark of the Covenant in the
room behind it. This curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place”
(Ex. 26:31, 33, NLT).
“Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life,
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever” (Ps. 23:6, NASB).
In the Old Testament tabernacle, only the high priest was allowed past the curtain of
the innermost court into the place where God’s presence dwelt most fully. This curtain
separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. It was embroidered with cherubim, angels
that served as guards to the “tree of life” (Gen. 3:24). This veil kept everyone from entering
the place where God’s Presence was enthroned above the cherubim on the Ark of the
Covenant. Only the High Priest was allowed to enter once a year on the Day of Atonement.
The veil provides a vivid picture of the significance of Jesus’ death. First-century historian,
Josephus, described the veil as so “thick that a team of horses pulling in each direction
couldn’t tear it.” Yet, when Jesus died on the cross, this very veil was torn from top to
bottom! This could only have been a supernatural work of God! The torn veil served as a
tangible reminder of the way a sacrifice was made in a covenant relationship. The sacrifice
was cut in half with each half then laid opposite of the other. The pathway between the
two parts was called “the way of death.” With the veil torn in half, a path became open for
anyone to enter the Holy of Holies. God wanted to make it very clear that we are invited to
pass through this “way of death” provided by Jesus’ sacrifice and into His very Presence!
What strong assurance we have in knowing that we can dwell in God’s Presence from now
into eternity! Romans 10:9-10 declares that by confessing Jesus as Lord and believing in our
hearts that He rose from the dead, we have assurance of our salvation, of eternal life with
Him.
In Romans 8:31-38, Paul describes the assurance we also have of God’s love for us. With God
on our side, we can withstand any enemy; no one can ever really be against us. Nothing we
face will have the power to separate us from our loving Father…absolutely nothing. And
when our lives on earth have ended, we can look forward to an even deeper intimacy with
our Father in heaven.
Jesus has secured our place in Him. Nothing can pluck us from His hand; that’s assurance!
Stand firm in knowing that you belong to Him and that you are His, forever!

Seek
Thank God for giving you security in knowing that through the confession of our sin, you
will reign with Him forever in His kingdom. Ask the Holy Spirit to identify any mindsets
you hold that lead you to insecurity towards God’s persistent love. Agree with Romans
8:33-34 by saying, “No one can accuse or condemn me because I am Yours.”

Gaze
Tell Him you accept His invitation to walk in His Presence. Pray in agreement with
Hebrews 10:19-20:
“And so, I can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of Your blood, Jesus. By
Your death, You opened a new and life-giving way through the veil into the Most Holy
Place...let me go into God’s Presence with a sincere heart, fully trusting You. For my guilty
conscience has been sprinkled with Your blood to make me clean, and my body has been
washed with pure water. Let me hold tightly without wavering to the hope I affirm, for
You, God can be trusted to keep Your promise. Let the PCG body think of ways to motivate
one another to acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting together,
as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of Your return
is drawing near.”

Inquire
Ask the Holy Spirit to use PCG pastors and leaders to reassure new believers of their
secured position in Christ. Pray that the PCG will develop information technology to
effectively communicate the hope that comes from eternal life and the relentless love
of Jesus in a caring and credible way. Pray for the formation of a PCG communications
team and ask the Spirit to fill team members with new and creative ways to share the
PCG message. Ask the Spirit to empower the PCG to reach the next generations through
information technology and social media.

DAY 12

The tabernacle is where eternal perspective is found
“When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply till I entered the sanctuary
of God; then I understood their final destiny” (Ps. 73:16-17, NIV).
Have you ever felt like the “bad guys” always win? The psalmist Asaph records such a
struggle in Psalm 73. It seems to him that these people are always getting the good stuff.
They are the “beautiful people” who never seem to have any problems. They are rich and
popular. They talk big and others listen. They do whatever they want without a care in the
world. Really? Asaph asks. So what’s the reward for being so intentional about walking in
fellowship with the Lord? Has it all been in vain? Asaph feels he’s hit rock-bottom.
But then…he enters the sanctuary and it’s as if the lights are turned on and he can see
things as they really are. With the 20/20 vision he receives in God’s presence, he is able to
realize the road the “bad guys” are actually on and where they will eventually end up.
There is a revealing play on words when reading the psalm in Hebrew. Asaph repeatedly
uses a word that can refer to either “slipperiness” or to one’s “portion/position.” With his focus
cleared, Asaph grasps that these “slippery tongued” people are on a slippery path which will
position them for destruction in the end. It’s almost like a cartoon where a character’s feet
are scrambling so fast you can only see the cloud of dust flying behind, but they’re staying
in one place or, in this case, slipping backwards. In contrast, the strength (literally “rock”) of
Asaph’s heart is God with whom he is securely positioned for all time. Eternal traction. Firm
footing forever. No slipping off the cliff for him.
So who’s the real winner?

Seek
Ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind any areas in your life where you need spiritual
understanding. Ask Him to show you His truth so that you can see the situation from His
perspective. Picture yourself on a rock representing the firm footing His truth will keep
you on. Affirm the security He will continue to give you by saying, “When I (say), My foot
is slipping, Your love, O Lord, (will) support me” (Ps. 94:18).

Gaze
Even Bible scholars in the synagogue “were amazed” at Jesus’ understanding even at
age 12 (Luke 2:47, NLT). Acknowledge the limitations of your understanding as you
picture yourself sitting with Jesus. Tell Him how amazed you are that in Him “lie hidden
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col. 2:3, NLT). Pause to worship the precise,
unlimited, endless perspective of God.

Inquire
Ask the Holy Spirit to direct the PCG staff and leadership by revealing God’s perspective in
all areas of ministry. Pray for increased effectiveness in coaching and mentoring up-andcoming generations of young ministers. Ask the Holy Spirit for strategies to care for the
153 million orphans worldwide.

DAY
13
The tabernacle is a place of stewardship
“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Call forward the tribe of Levi, and present them
to Aaron the priest to serve as his assistants. They will serve Aaron and the whole
community, performing their sacred duties in and around the Tabernacle. They will
also maintain all the furnishings of the sacred tent, serving in the Tabernacle on
behalf of all the Israelites’ ” (Num. 3:5-8, NLT).
Like it or not, someone has to clean the house. Although you may not want to be the
person to do so, almost everyone likes to come home to freshly washed counters and
sparkling floors. It feels good to be in an environment where things are cared for and
attention is given to keeping things up and running.
The Levites were in charge of caring for the tabernacle. Their service included trimming
the lamps, burning the incense, arranging and supplying the bread, and carrying the holy
vessels when moving from camp to camp. Each task was considered sacred, and each priest
regarded his ministry with reverence and devoted attention. One can just picture priests
bent with concentrated intent as they polished the Golden Lampstand, making sure they
rubbed each spot until shining. They knew God Himself had entrusted them with this holy
stewardship of His house. What an honor…and what a responsibility!
How are you stewarding the tabernacle of your heart? Are you trimming the lamp of your
life with the light of His Word? Is your soul continually feeding on the oil of the Spirit so that
it keeps burning the fragrance of Christ?
What kind of attention are you giving to those He has entrusted to your care? Stewardship
counts people and tasks, gifts and possessions, your very mind and emotions as that which
God has placed in your care. As such, they are priceless and precious. Invaluable to the One
who gave them to you.
As a kingdom of priests, may our ministry within the world reflect the intentional
stewarding of our hearts. And may we steward all that He has given us with the reverence
due the Giver of the gifts.

Seek
Take a moment to ask the Holy Spirit how you are doing with the stewardship of your
heart. Ask Him to reveal tasks, relationships, spiritual disciplines, or giftings where He
might like you to give more attention and care. Ask Him for specific ideas on how to do
so. Pray in agreement with 2 Timothy 1:14 by saying, “Through the power of the Holy
Spirit who lives within me, (help me to) carefully guard the precious truth that has been
entrusted to me.”

Gaze
Picture yourself in the Garden of Eden. As you look around at the beauty of the garden,
recall God’s directive to “cultivate and keep it” (Gen. 2:15). Thank God for the beautiful
garden of blessings He has given you to cultivate and keep. Tell Him how precious the
honor is that He has entrusted you with such gifts!

Inquire
Pray that we will be able to lease the second floor of the International Mission Center for
ministry support. Pray for the rental of the Messenger College property and the move of
the college classes to the IMC. Ask the Spirit to increase financial resources for the American
Indians Missions Department.

“ FOR A DAY IN THY
COURTS IS BETTER
THAN A THOUSAND.
I HAD RATHER BE A
DOORKEEPER IN THE
HOUSE OF MY GOD,
THAN TO DWELL IN THE
TENTS OF WICKEDNESS.“
— Ps. 84:10

DAY 14

The tabernacle is where God receives recognition
“The gods of other nations are mere idols, but the LORD made the heavens! Honor
and majesty surround him; strength and beauty fill his sanctuary. O nations of the
world, recognize the LORD; recognize that the LORD is glorious and strong. Give to
the LORD the glory he deserves! Bring your offering and come into his courts”
(Ps. 96:5-8, NLT).
Our minds cannot begin to fathom the infinite, indescribable nature of God. He is beyond
our limitations of thought and expression and cannot be confined within the very universe
He created. However, expressions of His character and presence became tangible as one
entered the tabernacle. Inside these courts, God’s excellency, authority, beauty, and power
were recognized and the reverence deserving of such a One was given.
Although only the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies where the Ark of the Covenant
resided, everyone knew it was there. The Ark of the Covenant was the holiest of all the
furniture in the tabernacle. It was God’s Throne on earth where the Shekinah Glory, the
localized, specific manifest glory of God’s Presence, dwelt above the cherubim. Second
Samuel 6:2 attests to this: “…the ark of God, which is called by the Name, the name of the
LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim that are on the ark.”
Even so, the Ark was described as being God’s footstool (1 Chron. 28:2). A footstool is a
piece of furniture you place your feet on to relax. The idea associated with it in the OT
times was that of a victorious king placing his feet up in a position of rest after subduing an
enemy.
All of this points to the tabernacle as a place where God receives recognition for who He
truly is…that “GOD, your God, is the God of all gods, he’s the Master of all masters, a God
immense and powerful and awesome” (Deut. 10:17, MSG).
What would it look like for our hearts—our minds, emotions, and actions—to be the
footstools upon which our King might rest His feet in victory? What would happen if we,
as living tabernacles of His Presence, gave God the reverent recognition He is due in every
aspect of our lives? How might others then look at our lives and recognize God as Master of
all masters…immense and powerful and awesome?!
“Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and
ever. Amen” (1 Tim. 1:17, NASB). May we move as one with God by recognizing Him in the
way we live so that the world might recognize Him when they look at us!

Seek
Picture yourself before God’s throne. Hold your heart out to Him and ask Him to rest His
feet in victory in your thoughts, emotions, and actions. Picture Him placing His feet on
your heart as you ask the Spirit to show you any specific areas where He wants you to
recognize God’s sovereign power and authoritative truth.

Gaze
Agree with Psalm 71:7-8 by telling God: “My life is an example to many, because You have
been my strength and protection. That is why I can never stop praising You; I declare Your
glory all day long.” Pause to reflect on specific ways you see His glory in your life. Give Him
thanks.

Inquire
Pray for the One Mission—One Movement vision, for PCG staff and leaders, church pastors,
and ministry leaders with this prayer adapted from Colossians 3:15-17: “Holy Spirit, we ask
for your help to let the peace of Christ keep us in tune with each other, in step with each
other. None of this going off and doing our own thing. And (let us) cultivate thankfulness.
Let the Word of Christ—the Message—have the run of (our ministries and) houses. (Help
us to) give it plenty of room in our lives. (Help us to) instruct and direct one another using
good common sense. And (may we) sing, sing our hearts out to God! Let every detail in our
lives—words, actions, whatever—be done in the name of the Master, Jesus, thanking God
the Father every step of the way” (Col. 3:15-17, MSG).

DAY 15

The tabernacle is where we learn the fear of the lord
“For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand [anywhere else]; I would rather
stand [as a doorkeeper] at the threshold of the house of my God than to live [at ease]
in the tents of wickedness” (Ps. 84:10, AMP).
Better to stand at the door than to relax in luxury somewhere else? May seem crazy, but
the writers of this psalm had learned a powerful lesson about where they wanted to be.
You see, the Sons of Korah had learned that ANYWHERE with God was better than being
without Him!
If you are familiar with your OT stories, you’ll remember their ancestor was the infamous
Korah. In the days of the traveling tabernacle, the Korahites were in charge of transporting
the holy articles. However, Korah was ungrateful for this position in life. Filled with pride, he
opposed his divinely appointed leaders, Moses and Aaron (who also happened to be his
first cousins!), and rallied others to join his cause. God’s anger burned and Korah’s rebellion
cost him his life, plus caused the death of thousands of others. BUT…his sons were left
standing because, instead of following their father, they aligned themselves with those who
respected God’s authority (Num. 16, 26:9).
Four hundred years later, the descendants of these courageous sons were given positions
as singers and doorkeepers in the temple. Although they weren’t priests, they were allowed
to come closer than anyone else to the inner courts of the Lord and, as the psalm above
mentions, there is nowhere else they would rather be! They wanted to be right where their
God had placed them.
One might wonder if, considering their history, they were just fearful of being punished. But
that kind of fear leads to merely going through the motions of right behavior. The hearts of
these doorkeepers longed, yearned, and sang for joy to be serving God! (Ps. 84:2). There’s
no way they were just going through the motions. They exhibited true fear of the Lord,
which is rooted in “seeing rightly”—cherishing both God’s just authority and His merciful
love. These doorkeepers had experienced God’s loving mercy firsthand. They wanted to
serve the God who loved them so deeply by loving Him back in whatever position He had
for them.

Seek
Consider the positions, tasks, and situations in your life that you don’t like. Ask the Holy
Spirit to expose any ways you may be resisting or challenging God’s authority in these
areas. Ask Him to show you His loving purposes for you in each one.

Gaze
Pray the following: “Teach me Your way, O Lord, I will walk and live in Your truth; direct my
heart to fear Your name [with awe-inspired reverence and submissive wonder]” (Ps. 86:11,
AMP). “Thank You for promising that ‘those who fear (You) will have all they need’” (Ps.
34:9, NLT). “I trust You. You are able to be trusted.”

Inquire
Ask the Holy Spirit to strengthen the hearts of those within the PCG to answer God’s call to
obedience. Pray that we would care more about the fear of God than the fear of men. Ask
the Holy Spirit to give us powerful strategies and opportunities to “right the wrongs” in this
world with God’s righteous authority and merciful love.

DAY 16

The tabernacle is where we find refuge
“From the ends of the earth, I cry to you for help when my heart is overwhelmed.
Lead me to the towering rock of safety, for you are my safe refuge, a fortress where
my enemies cannot reach me. Let me live forever in your sanctuary, safe beneath the
shelter of your wings!” (Ps. 61:2-4, NLT).
Images of rafts crammed full of refugees landing on foreign shores have become all too
familiar in recent news. These refugees flee from their homes seeking sanctuary, a safe
place where they will find protection and rest from persecution. Can you imagine the relief
that must flood their hearts upon finally reaching shelter? Can you picture them laying their
weary bodies down to rest, able to sleep at last in peace? David wasn’t a refugee, but he
certainly knew what it was like to flee from enemies. He hid himself away in the depths of a
cave often enough to appreciate the reprieve provided by concealment. So it is telling that
he describes God as being the ultimate shelter, the One in whom he truly finds refuge from
trouble.
There comes a time in all of our lives when we realize that being tired doesn’t mean we
can stop. And not wanting to fight anymore doesn’t mean that our enemies will stop
either. When the chaos whirls around us, however heavy or light, we are welcomed into
our Father’s sanctuary where we lay our burdens down. God is our refuge. He is our everpresent help in times of need (Ps. 46:1). He is our strong tower (Ps. 61:3). He is the place
where we’re kept safe.
When we are overwhelmed, He is there, and He invites us to rest in His presence. Jesus
said, “Come to me all who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).
Whatever burdens you carry, let them go. Give them to God. He promises to be your refuge.

Seek
Ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind the things in your life that are causing you fear or
weariness. Place each one in God’s hands and thank Him for carrying them for you.

Gaze
Picture yourself walking hand in hand with Jesus. Turn to look at Him beside you and
agree with Psalm 23:4-5 (MSG) by saying, “Even when the way goes through Death
Valley, I’m not afraid when You walk at my side. Your trusty shepherd’s crook makes me
feel secure. You serve me a six-course dinner right in front of my enemies. You revive my
drooping head; my cup brims with blessing.” Picture yourself feasting at a table right in the
middle of the things that scare or tire you, with Jesus bringing you blessing after blessing.
Thank Him for being your safe place.

Inquire
Pray for the protection of America against terrorism. Pray for chaplains and military
leadership to find strength in the refuge of God. Pray for the safety and protection of all our
students attending school. Pray for increased global awareness of the need for disasterrelief workers and volunteers and for our new International Mission Center to be a powerful
resource for their training. Pray for a decline in the suicide rate of Native Americans.

DAY 17
The tabernacle is a place of surrender
Waving a white flag signals defeat. On a battlefield, this action carries with it feelings of
fear. What would happen once in the hands of an opponent? One might also feel shame.
To admit surrender is a declaration that one’s all-out effort and ability proved insufficient to
produce a win.
Not enough. Never going to win. I give up.
Perhaps our surrender to Jesus is the only surrender where victory arises from a position of
defeat.
The place of surrender in the tabernacle took shape at the first and largest piece of furniture
the worshiper encountered upon entering the gates of the outer courtyard. All day long,
worshipers came to the Altar of Burnt Offering to surrender the best of their animals in
sacrifices. Placing their hands on an animal’s body represented the transfer of their sins
to an innocent substitute. This admission of guilt must have hit hard as they watched the
breath of life leave the slaughtered animal. It was a vivid reminder to them that God is holy
and that the consequence of sin is death (Rom. 6:23).
Since blood is the wellspring of life (Lev. 17:11), there is no forgiveness without the
shedding of blood. But the only acceptable sacrifice had to come from a pure, innocent,
sin-free life. As such, the altar foreshadowed the cross where Jesus, our perfect substitute,
surrendered His life, shedding His blood for our sins.
The horns on the four corners of the altar served to hold the ropes that tied down the
animal, keeping it in place. Throughout Scripture the horn is a symbol of strength, salvation,
and security. This comes from the fact that horns were the chief means of attack and
defense for the animals that possessed them.
We live in a world that doesn’t want to own up to sin and the defeating reality of sin’s
consequences. The altar reminds us that a true worshiper of God comes to Him with a heart
admitting this defeat and in full surrender to Him. Yet our surrender does not come with
fear for we are given into the hands of our gracious, loving God who has our best in mind!
Any shame falls away as we hold to the horns of Jesus’ strong victory, securely fastened to
our righteousness in Him.

Seek
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you any areas where you need to admit defeat in your own
power. Offer Him those areas and ask Him to show you how to let Him be your source of
strength.

Gaze
Acknowledge God as your only source for fruitfulness by praying John 15:5-7: “You are
the Vine, we are the branches. When we’re joined with You and You with us, the relation
intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated, we can’t produce
a thing. Anyone who separates from You is deadwood, gathered up and thrown on the
bonfire. But if we make ourselves at home with You and Your words are at home in us, we
can be sure that whatever we ask will be listened to and acted upon.”

Inquire
Pray that PCG staff and leaders, pastors, and church members will live with continual
surrender to God in all aspects of their lives. Pray for the following scripture to be true of
One Mission—One Movement: “Live in us. Make our home in You just as You do in us. In
the same way that a branch can’t bear grapes by itself but only by being joined to the vine,
we can’t bear fruit unless we are joined with You.” Pray for unified surrender that will bear a
multitude of fruit!

DAY 18
The tabernacle is a place of testimony
“Shout with joy to God all the earth! Sing the glory of His name; make his praise
glorious! Say to God, ‘How awesome are your deeds!…’ Come and see what God has
done, how awesome His works on man’s behalf! Come and listen, all you who fear
God; let me tell you what He has done for me” (Ps. 66:1-3, 5, 16, NIV).
Can you hear the excitement in the psalmist’s voice? Can you just picture him jumping up
and down, looking at the crowd with his finger pointing to the temple, voice raised, crying
out, “Look at HIM! LOOK at Him!!”?
There is something inside us that can’t keep good news bottled up for very long. We just
have to share! And when we do, something happens in the hearts of those listening. This
is the power of testimony. When we tell others about God’s Presence with us and of His
work in our lives, and when we recall His faithfulness in times past, struggling spirits are
lifted and encouraged. Faith’s muscles gain strength and we are able to move forward on
stepping-stones of belief. It’s as if we just needed a little “proof” to give us a push.
A testimony is living proof of truth. In the OT, one of the names for the wilderness tent
which “housed” God’s Presence was the Tabernacle of Testimony. This name was given
because it was living proof to the Israelites of God’s forgiveness for them after they turned
away to worship the golden calf. With various tribes encamped around each side, no one
could possibly miss seeing the structure as the focal point in the center of camp. Every
single day, the Israelites were reminded that God still wanted to be with them, even after
such blatant unfaithfulness. The Tabernacle of Testimony reassured them of God’s gracious,
unconditional love and deep desire to fellowship with His people. Just the proof they
needed to keep going…especially in a wilderness.
That’s the power of testimony.

Seek
Ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind a “slide show” of all the times He has given you living
proof that God is with you, loves you, forgives you, and is at work within you. Take a
moment to voice your gratitude for these times. Ask Him if there is someone He wants
you to share this testimony with and to provide an opportunity to do so.

Gaze
Agree with David’s testimony in Psalm 103 by saying, “Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my
inmost being, I praise Your holy name. Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all Your
benefits—You forgive all my sins and heal all my diseases, You redeem my life from the pit
and crown me with love and compassion, You satisfy my desires with good things so that
my youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”

Inquire
Ask the Holy Spirit to release opportunity and courage within PCG churches and ministries
to share testimonies of who God is and what He has done with those we come into contact
with. Pray for our local and global missions to powerfully display God’s signs and wonders.
Pray for boldness and perseverance to be strengthened in Christians all over the world,
especially in regions where they are persecuted for their faith.

DAY 19
The tabernacle is the place of relentless pursuit
“This is the way GOD put it: ‘They found grace out in the desert, these people who
survived the killing. Israel, out looking for a place to rest, met God out looking for
them!’ GOD told them, ‘I’ve never quit loving you and never will. Expect love, love, and
more love!’” (Jer. 31:3, MSG).
Have you ever considered that God could have just left the Israelites in the wilderness to
fend for themselves? He really had done His part. And it’s not like they were jumping up
and down with gratitude. Really. Why in the world would He want to set up camp with
them in the tabernacle? Here He had performed major miracles to make escape from Egypt
possible. And how do they thank Him? With complaints about being hungry and thirsty.
And to top it off, they throw some gold in the fire so they can attribute their success to a
cow?! Truly, God exercised unbelievable patience.
Why in the world did He do that? In Exodus 19:4, God explains the motive behind His
actions. He tells Israel: “You have seen what I did to the Egyptians. You know how I carried
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.”
I brought you to myself. The reach of God’s hands yet returns to His heart. God Himself has
always been the intended destination for His people. And He has gone to great lengths
towards that end.
One cannot miss the anguish in God’s voice as He relates the history of His relationship with
Israel in Hosea 11. “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and I called my son out of Egypt.
But the more I called to him, the farther he moved from me…I myself taught Israel how to
walk, leading him along by the hand. But he doesn’t know or even care that it was I who
took care of him. I led Israel along with my ropes of kindness and love. I lifted the yoke from
his neck, and I myself stooped to feed him.”
Can you hear the aching tenderness of His love? His heart breaks “For my people are
determined to desert me.” Even so, He is compelled to continue His pursuit. “Oh, how can I
give you up, Israel? How can I let you go?...My heart is torn within me, and my compassion
overflows…For someday the people will follow me…And I will bring them home again.”
With this in mind, Dr. Tim Clinton aptly names our God the “Pursuer God.” The very fact that
He would set Himself down to tabernacle with such rebellious people, pursuing them with
relentless love as they moved through the wilderness, speaks volumes to the character and
heart of our God!

Today, within the tabernacles of our hearts, He pursues us. Relentlessly, He pursues us.
Because His heart is bent on bringing us to Himself, His love has been “poured out in our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Rom. 5:5). As we allow His love to
overtake us, we join in pursuit of others with the same relentless love He has pursued us
with. Let the chase begin!

Seek
Ask the Holy Spirit to show you people in your sphere of influence with whom He wants
you to join alongside Him in relentless pursuit. Ask Him to strengthen endurance in you
in order to love them with His love.

Gaze
Reflect upon these “Relentless Love” song lyrics by Chris Anderson:
Relentless love pursued my heart, though I would hide—
Was unreturned, yet undeterred by pride.
Till by a grace unsought, my rebel soul was caught—
Redeemed by love that would not be denied.
Relentless love preserves my life from unbelief—
Sustains me through my sin, my doubt, my grief.
Since Christ has done it all, though feeble, I’ll not fall,
His wounded hands hold me, the sinners’ chief.
Relentless love transforms my soul and its delights—
Exceeds the fleeting joys which once sufficed.
Held by His love for me—a hold which sets me free!—
I have my heart’s desire, and that is Christ.
Acknowledge His relentless pursuit of you by saying: “Your beauty and love chase after me
every day of my life” (Ps. 23:5, MSG).

Inquire
Ask the Holy Spirit to empower the PCG’s One Mission—One Movement to be a channel
through which God’s relentless pursuit of love is expressed to those who do not know Him.
Pray for PCG staff, pastors, and local and global ministry leaders to be strengthened with
perseverance in this pursuit. Pray that this pursuit would result in new churches in new
places and for future church planters in the PCG.

DAY 20

The tabernacle is a place of fellowship and forgiveness
“If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it; if a foe were rising against me, I
could hide. But it is you, a man like myself, my companion, my close friend, with whom
I once enjoyed sweet fellowship at the house of God, as we walked about among the
worshipers” (Ps. 55:12-14, NLT).
Close friends are such a gift. Most often, friendships spark around a shared commonality;
similar hobbies, mutual interests, corresponding ways of relating. Whatever the case, a
bond is formed that takes acquaintances and moves them beyond mere politeness and
into the realm of deeper familiarity. Personal thoughts and feelings are revealed, dreams
confessed, advice exchanged. When the bond forms between Christians, it can be even
deeper.
Because your relationship with Jesus is the most personal relationship you have, when
it is shared, a connection is made that is hard to break. This is why David voices such
devastation in the Psalm above. The source of the adversity he is facing doesn’t come
from an “enemy.” He has been betrayed by his close friend. The Hebrew words describing
the fellowship he formerly enjoyed with this buddy paint a picture of two guys hanging
out on the couch shooting the breeze together. Imagine the relished ease of companions
comfortable enough with each other to relax together. What’s more, David recounts
intimate occasions of shared worship and celebratory moments in good times. His pain
runs deep.
Have you ever been hurt by a close friend? Even worse, a brother or sister in Christ? Jesus
understands your pain. For thirty pieces of silver, Judas kissed his Master with a betrayal
that led to Jesus’ death. Jesus knows how you feel. And so did David. The anguish David
experiences cuts so deeply that he wants to escape to a place where he’ll be left alone
in his misery. Yet, David’s processing with the Lord gives us great insight as to how we
might handle such hurt. David admits his pain to the Lord and speaks openly about how
miserable he feels. He then accepts the loss of his close friend and entrusts this friend to the
Lord. It is not David’s battle. Then David asserts that God hears and rescues him unharmed;
the Lord will bring healing. He closes his prayer by affirming his trust in God.

Seek
Ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind anyone who has hurt you. Picture (him/her/them)
beside you before God’s throne. Look into the Lord’s eyes and see His grace (free and
unmerited favor) reflected there. Turn to the person(s) beside you and picture yourself
telling them they are in the Lord’s hands. Turn back to the Lord and tell Him you trust Him

Gaze
Meditate on John 17:21: “I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you
are in me, Father, and I am in you.” Tell the Lord that you admire the deep fellowship that
Father and Son share. Pause to reflect on the beauty of the agreement and unity their
fellowship exemplifies.

Inquire
Pray for true unity to exist in One Mission—One Movement as you pray in agreement with
Jesus by saying, “And may (we—the PCG body) be in (fellowship with the Father and the
Son) so that the world will believe You sent (Jesus)” (John 17:21, NLT). Pray for the PCG
fellowship of believers to be filled with grace, forgiveness, thoughtful and intentional
kindness, and love. Ask the Holy Spirit to draw nonbelievers into the body of Christ through
the demonstration of deep friendships that are shared.

DAY 21

The tabernacle is the place of witness
“In the future, foreigners who do not belong to your people Israel will hear of you.
They will come from distant lands because of your name, for they will hear of your
great name and your strong hand and your powerful arm. And when they pray toward
this Temple, then hear from heaven where you live, and grant what they ask of you. In
this way, all the people of the earth will come to know and fear you, just as your own
people Israel do. They, too, will know that this Temple I have built honors your name”
(1 Kings 8:41-43, NLT).
When Solomon dedicated the temple to the Lord, he prayed that God’s glory would be so
clearly witnessed in the temple that the fame of the God of Israel would spread to faraway
lands. How exciting is the fact that our lives can have the same impact knowing we are His
living temples, filled with the Spirit and reflecting His glory to the watching world?!
To bear witness means that you give expression to what has been seen, heard, or
experienced. Basically, we are verifying truth. When we live our lives in ways that
authenticate God’s truth, we reflect His glory. We show that He is real and that He is
everything that He says He is! When we live this way, even strangers will come to know God.
It might just be someone saying, “Thank you for praying for me.” Or we might be used in the
great miracle that makes all of heaven sing—a salvation!
Imagine if we lived our lives so filled with God’s glory that we bore witness to the God we
served. We would be a people famous for being selfless. Generous. Courageous. Loyal.
Respectful. God-followers! These are some of the words that describe the greatest men
and women who have ever lived. And all of these descriptive words are rooted in love. God
defines and embodies love, so love has everything to do with you as His witness.
Love is the identification badge of a Christian. It is the undergirding of every OT
commandment and the motivation from which God acts. It is the love of God that is
supposed to differentiate us from the rest of society and cause others to want what we
have.
“For when we place our faith in Christ Jesus…what is important is faith expressing itself in
love” (Gal. 5:6, NLT). As we love one another in a way unprecedented in the world today,
outsiders will “hear of (God’s) great name and (His) strong hand and (His) powerful arm” (1
Kings 8:41) and draw closer to know what He is all about. So, let’s love one another the way
God would have us love. As we do, we can be sure that the world will witness God’s glory
and experience a Divine attraction!

Seek
Ask the Holy Spirit to highlight the people and places He has positioned in your life that
He wants to show God’s glory to. Ask Him for favor and opportunities to display and
share God’s character and works with those in your sphere of influence.

Gaze
Pause to ponder and agree with God’s desire to use you to show His glory to others by
saying, “For they will hear of your great name and your strong hand and your powerful
arm…and will come to know and fear you” (1 Kings 8:42-43, NLT).

Inquire
Pray for the PCG body to be known for its love for one another (John 13:35) and to bear
witness to God’s love by intentionally reaching out to others. Pray for the body of Christ
to provide such a strong witness of the truth of Jesus as the Messiah that Jews around the
world would believe in Him and embrace their originally intended identity as a community
of witness to nonbelievers. Pray for the Spirit’s continued passion, power, and leading to be
released in and through One Mission—One Movement so that 2018 is the year God’s glory
is witnessed throughout the world!
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