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Stockton Economic Empowerment Demonstration

Stockton Economic Empowerment Demonstration (SEED) was the nation’s first mayor-
led guaranteed income initiative. Launched in February 2019 by former Mayor Michael 
D. Tubbs, SEED gave 125 Stocktonians $500 per month for 24 months. The cash was 
unconditional, with no strings attached and no work requirements. Recipients were 
selected randomly from neighborhoods at or below Stockton’s median household income.

The results from the first year show that guaranteed income drastically improves job 
prospects, financial stability, and the overall well-being of recipients.1

 Rather than dropping out 
of the workforce, recipients 
found full-time jobs at 
more than twice the rate of 
non-recipients

Recipients were less anxious 
and depressed, both over 
time and compared to the 
control group

Recipients spent the 
money on basic needs 
— food was the largest 
spending category (nearly 
37%), whereas less than 1% 
was spent on alcohol and/
or tobacco

“!e focus on Black mothers was intentional. 
When we look at poverty in this country and who 
has been harmed the most, it’s Black women.“

- Aisha Nyandoro, CEO of Springboard to   
 Opportunity, the nonprofit behind MMT

Magnolia Mother’s Trust

Magnolia Mother’s Trust (MMT) is a first-of-its-kind 
guaranteed income demonstration providing $1,000 
monthly for 12 months to Black mothers living in extreme 
poverty in the Deep South. MMT began disbursements 
in 2018 to a group of 20 women. In its second year, it 
expanded dramatically to 110 mothers, with at least another 
100 set to begin receiving payments in 2021.

  2020 results2:

 ! The ability of mothers to pay all their bills on time  
 increased from 27% to 83%

 !  The percentage of mothers who had money saved for 
emergencies increased from 40% to 88%

  ! Mothers reported an increase from 64% to 81% in their  
 ability to have enough money for food

“In Stockton, we saw 
part-time to full-time 
employment double 
because people had 
the bandwidth to 
take a day o" and 
interview for a job. 
People had the 
bandwidth to buy 
interview clothes. 
People had the 
bandwidth to think 
beyond the next hour 
or the next meal.”

- Michael Tubbs,  
 Founder of SEED

TRAILBLAZING GUARANTEED 
INCOME DEMONSTRATIONS
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Cherokee Casino Dividend

Starting in 1996, the Eastern Band of Cherokees opened a casino in 
North Carolina and promised every one of its roughly 15,000 tribal 
members an equal cut of the profits. The first unconditional cash 
payments were about $500 per person per year, but casino revenue 
has grown over time — in 2016, every tribal member received roughly 
$12,000. This dividend has led to long-term positive e"ects for tribal 
members in education, health, and poverty alleviation. 3

Children who were lifted out of poverty by the payments saw 
behavioral problems decrease 40%.

Starting in 2002, Sherman County, OR has been redistributing profits 
from their local wind farms to county residents, providing every head 
of household who has owned property in the area for more than a 
year with $590 annually.5  Modeled after the Alaska Permanent Fund, 
the Sherman County Wind Dividend demonstrates how economic 
and environmental sustainability can go hand in hand.

Alaska Permanent Fund

The Alaska Permanent Fund has given out a share of the state’s oil 
revenues since 1982 to every adult resident unconditionally, regardless 
of need — an average of $1,100 each year.4 The data from this program 
is being analyzed to inform basic income policy decisions.

A 2016 study by the University of Alaska found that it reduced 
poverty by up to 20%.

Sherman County Wind Dividend

“Wind is the only thing that is going to save rural Oregon, 
especially since all the timber is gone and the sawmills and 
all that are closing down. I think what it is is a breath of 
fresh air.” 

- Judge Gary Thompson
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