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Counterpoint 1: It can give people the bandwidth to find be!er jobs or work full-time. 

Basic income pilots have shown that recipients actually work more, going from part-time to full-time employment, 
because they could now a"ord to hire caregivers. A"ording childcare leads to more women working stable jobs during the 
work day as well. Beyond childcare, it has been shown to give people the bandwidth to find better jobs or find full-time 
work because they have the time and money to do things like buy proper interview clothes, take time o" from work to 
interview for a job, attain higher levels of education, start their own businesses, and more.1 

Counterpoint 2: Basic income isn’t enough to replace job income loss and still cover costs 
of living. 

Basic income is meant to help cover basic needs, like rent and food. But most people’s visions for their lives go beyond 
having the basics — they want to prosper and they want the people they love to prosper.  
Basic income allows for breathing room and increased resilience in the event of an expensive emergency, a job loss, a 
natural disaster, or an economic crash.2

Counterpoint 3: "is is statistically untrue.

In analyzing results from guaranteed income programs, it does not deter people from working. The lazy argument taps 
into deeply held, untrue prejudices against the poor: that one’s work ethic is tied to their class. 85% of lottery winners 
continue to work. Millionaires continue to work. Data consistently shows that the vast majority of ALL people like being 
productive members of their community through formal and informal work, regardless of income.3

FIRST, LET’S CLARIFY WHAT BASIC INCOME ACTUALLY IS. 

It’s an idea based on the belief that human beings deserve to have their basic needs met and that giving people a 
monthly income is the best way to accomplish this. The overarching vision for these types of direct cash programs 
is that the government creates an income floor that no one falls beneath, ensuring you can access food, shelter, 
clothing, and other necessities, whether you are working or not. Another important facet of basic income is that 
the cash you receive does not have any requirements or restrictions for what you can spend it on — you are 
empowered to decide each month what’s best for you and your family.  
There are plenty of myths and misinformation when it comes to basic income, one of the most common of which 
is that giving cash will make people lazy and quit their jobs. Below are some counterpoints to this myth to help 
expand understanding and counteract harmful narratives.

COMMON ARGUMENTS  
AGAINST BASIC INCOME

“It’ll make people lazy and quit their jobs.”
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Counterpoint 1: We can think creatively about how to pay for this.

Think about Thomas Paine’s belief that the earth belongs to all people, thus natural resources should 
benefit everyone. 

Cash transfer programs like the Alaska Permanent Fund and Sherman County Wind Dividend have built 
direct cash programs on this belief. Profits from personal data and tech engagement are 21st century 
resources that could be tapped to pay for federal basic income as well.

Sharing targeted profits with communities doesn’t just help the individual, it helps everyone: when 
people have more to spend, they infuse it back into their local economies and therefore benefit their 
community members.4 At the end of the day, how we harness our country’s wealth is up to us.

Counterpoint 2: It costs more not to do it.

The actual costs of poverty are far greater than the costs of antipoverty programs. Here are some useful 
statistics to reference:5

Child poverty costs more than $1 trillion per year in lost economic productivity, increased health and 
crime costs, and increased costs resulting from child homelessness and maltreatment. Compare that cost 
to the cost of the expanded Child Tax Credit ($100 billion per year), which is expected to cut child poverty 
in half.

Hunger costs $160 billion per year in increased health care costs and another $18.8 billion to poor 
educational outcomes. In contrast, $1 billion in SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) benefits 
creates $1.70 billion in economic growth, and every $1 invested in early childhood education leads to 
$7.30 in savings from increased earnings, better health, and lower incarceration rates.

FIRST, LET’S CLARIFY WHAT BASIC INCOME ACTUALLY IS. 

It’s an idea based on the belief that human beings deserve to have their basic needs met and that giving people a 
monthly income is the best way to accomplish this. The overarching vision for these types of direct cash programs 
is that the government creates an income floor that no one falls beneath, ensuring you can access food, shelter, 
clothing, and other necessities, whether you are working or not. Another important facet of basic income is that 
the cash you receive does not have any requirements or restrictions for what you can spend it on — you are 
empowered to decide each month what’s best for you and your family.  
There are plenty of myths and misinformation when it comes to basic income, one of the most common of 
which is that it would be too expensive to implement. Below are some counterpoints to this myth to help expand 
understanding and counteract harmful narratives.
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“There’s no way we could afford it.”
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Counterpoint 3: "e U.S. has more than enough in its annual budget to a#ord a 
basic income, it would just require a shi$ing of priorities.

We’re currently a"ording a system in which the ultra-rich pay little to no taxes, hoarding vast amounts 
of wealth and contributing almost nothing to public services like schools, roads, sanitation, etc. We’re 
a"ording a system that allocates billions of dollars for military spending, mass incarceration, and corporate 
tax breaks — meanwhile, millions of people struggle to pay for food, housing and health care in one of 
the richest countries in the world.6 It is within our power to elect people to o!ce who can reprioritize and 
reallocate funding towards economic empowerment, sustainability, and justice.

Mass incarceration costs 
$179 billion per year for 
policing, courts and private 
operations and another 
$78-87 billion in lost job 
opportunities after being 
incarcerated.

Our government has spent 
$6.4 trillion on wars since 
2001.

Our government lost 
$1.3 trillion by lowering 
the corporate tax rate 
from 35% to 21% in 2017. 
After receiving these tax 
cuts, U.S. corporations 
announced $936 billion in 
stock buybacks, giving the 
money back to themselves.
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“There’s no way we could afford it.”
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Counterpoint 1: Financial wealth is not always proportional to the amount of work put in. 

We often assume that those who are poor didn’t work hard enough, so deserve their lot in life. The flip side of that 
assumption is that people who are rich and successful must have worked really hard to get there. However, this is not 
always the case: the system is designed to benefit the rich so they get richer without relying on work. By investing 
wealth, you can earn passive income, or “unearned income”, most of which is not subject to payroll taxes or employment 
taxes.7 Concepts like compound interest demonstrate how our system is set up for money to make money o" of itself with 
no work whatsoever.

An overused trope: “People should pull themselves up by their bootstraps!” In this metaphor, bootstraps symbolize the 
individual’s responsibility to create their own financial success without any outside help. However, we all come from a 
di"erent set of circumstances that make it easier or more di!cult to get ahead. Di"ering experiences of racism, housing 
status, gender discrimination, immigration status, and generational poverty create an uneven playing field — making it next 
to impossible for some people to succeed in a system where the deck is stacked against them. 

Counterpoint 2: Not everyone has the same access to upward mobility.

“It is a cruel jest to say to a bootless man that he ought to li$ himself by his own bootstraps.8” 

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

FIRST, LET’S CLARIFY WHAT BASIC INCOME ACTUALLY IS. 

It’s an idea based on the belief that human beings deserve to have their basic needs met and that giving people a 
monthly income is the best way to accomplish this. The overarching vision for these types of direct cash programs 
is that the government creates an income floor that no one falls beneath, ensuring you can access food, shelter, 
clothing, and other necessities, whether you are working or not. Another important facet of basic income is that 
the cash you receive does not have any requirements or restrictions for what you can spend it on — you are 
empowered to decide each month what’s best for you and your family.  
There are plenty of myths and misinformation when it comes to basic income, one of the most common of which 
is that direct cash support would undermine the concept of true success. Below are some counterpoints to help 
expand understanding and counteract harmful narratives.

“Success is achieved through hard work, not  
 government handouts.”
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Not everyone is able to work full-time. Inability to work due to disability, full-time family/caregiving obligations, or lack 
of access to decent paying jobs should not be a sentence to poverty, homelessness, or su"ering. Housing has become so 
expensive that there is no state, county or city in the U.S. where a full-time, minimum-wage worker working 40 hours a 
week can a"ord a two-bedroom rental.9  

People of all abilities need support and deserve the assurance that their human rights to food, adequate housing, and 
health care can be fulfilled. Because our current economic system does not provide that assurance, we need to rethink it.

Counterpoint 3: Ability to work should not determine one’s ability to live.

“Success is achieved through hard work, not   
 government handouts.”
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