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Crony conglomerates KT Group and Ky-Tha Group must be sanctioned for
significant support to the Myanmar military

25 December 2021, Myanmar: Justice For Myanmar has published details of KT Group and Ky-Tha
Group business links to the illegal Myanmar military junta, including arms sales and revenue that
support the junta’s campaign of terror, making them complicit in the military junta’s atrocities.
The feature uses newly leaked documents, which were shared with the New York Times.

The two connected business groups are owned by descendants of the deceased crony Kyaw
Thaung, and have a combined network of 28 subsidiaries and associated businesses in Myanmar
and Singapore, including with the Myanmar military and its conglomerates.

Jonathan Myo Kyaw Thaung, who heads KT Group, has a close relationship with junta chief and
war criminal Min Aung Hlaing, as well as with crony Aung Ko Win, who heads KBZ Group,
according to sources with knowledge of the business.

KT Group and Ky-Tha Group businesses are involved in arms brokerage and technical support for
the Myanmar military, including a Ky-Tha deal with French corporation Thales for coastal
surveillance radar, and KT Group has procured airplanes for the Myanmar military. KT Group also
hold land leases with the military and its conglomerates, and made financial donations to the
Myanmar military in 2017 that supported the genocide against Rohingya.

Justice For Myanmar demands immediate sanctions against KT Group and Ky-Tha businesses,
directors and shareholders.

Justice For Myanmar spokesperson Yadanar Maung says: “The Kyaw Thaung family’s
conglomerates are a source of revenue and arms for the Myanmar military junta, which is a
terrorist organisation. Jonathan Kyaw Thaung even has a direct personal relationship with war
criminal Min Aung Hlaing, who is responsible for the murder of 1365 people since the illegal
attempted coup, and is intensifying his campaign of terror across Myanmar. The Myanmar military
and its cronies must not be allowed to continue business as usual. We demand immediate
sanctions against the Kyaw Thaung family businesses to prevent the junta’s access to funds and
arms.”

Note to editors
See our feature on the Kyaw Thaung family’s business with the Myanmar military here:

https://www.justiceformyanmar.org/stories/the-kyaw-thaung-familys-business-with-the-
myanmar-military



https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/24/world/asia/myanmar-coup-military-tatmadaw-kyaw-thaung.html
https://aappb.org/?p=19381
https://www.justiceformyanmar.org/stories/the-kyaw-thaung-familys-business-with-the-myanmar-military
https://www.justiceformyanmar.org/stories/the-kyaw-thaung-familys-business-with-the-myanmar-military
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See the New York Times investigation into the Kyaw Thaung family business here:
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/24/world/asia/myanmar-coup-military-tatmadaw-kyaw-
thaung.html

Justice For Myanmar, a group of covert activists campaigning for justice and accountability for the
people of Myanmar, is calling for an end to military business and for federal democracy and a
sustainable peace.
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