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H.E. Sok Sopheak, Secretary of State and Chair of ARISE Plus Cambodia Project Steering Committee, opens 

the workshop series on trade negotiation. 

  

Launch of Trade Negotiation Workshop Series for Cambodia’s 

Trade Negotiators 
ASEAN helping ASEAN: Summary of Regional Exchange on Institutional 

Arrangements for Trade Negotiations   

 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia – 10-11 September 2020 

 

In collaboration with Cambodia’s Ministry of Commerce (MoC), ARISE Plus Cambodia 

launched a comprehensive series of capacity building workshops on 10 September 2020. 

The first workshop in the series featured a regional exchange on institutional arrangements 

for trade negotiations.  

 

About a hundred officials from relevant Ministries and business associations attended this 

two-day training presided over by H.E. Sok Sopheak, the Secretary of State of the Ministry of 

Commerce and Cambodia’s lead negotiator for the WTO accession in 2004 and the China 

free trade agreement in 2020.  

 

‘This workshop series targets Cambodia’s current generation of trade negotiators and 

in particular the next generation of negotiators-in-training, as Cambodia embarks upon 

an ambitious program of bilateral free trade agreements’, according to Ms Christine Bowers, 
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Head of Project for ARISE Plus Cambodia. Ms Camilla Lombard, the Deputy Head of 

Cooperation of the EU delegation and Mr Benjamin Knoedler, the Deputy Head of Mission 

of the German Embassy, also attended as representatives of ARISE Plus Cambodia’s two co-

financing partners.  

Ms Christine Bowers, ARISE Plus Cambodia Head of Project, delivers welcome remarks. 

 

Delivered by a mixed team of trade practitioners and master trainers, led by the Centre for 

Trade Policy and Law (a joint initiative of Carleton University and the University of Ottawa) 

– the first workshop exposed Cambodian negotiators to various institutional arrangements 

for trade negotiations, taking Thailand, Vietnam and Singapore as examples of how to 

manage the inter-ministerial coordination necessary for trade agreement negotiation and 

implementation.  

 

The workshop also provided an opportunity for Cambodian government officials to 

collectively start discussing and drawing lessons learned among Ministries during recent 

trade negotiations with China and South Korea. Senior negotiators from the Ministry of 

Commerce, the Ministry of Economy and Finance, and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries laid the foundation for the workshop’s discussions by presenting current 

institutional arrangements and ongoing challenges in Cambodia’s negotiation of bilateral free 

trade agreements. 

 

H.E. Sok Sopheak gave participants an overview of recent developments in trade 

negotiations and what they mean for Cambodia. For instance, the existing network of 

ASEAN+1 free trade agreements tends to focus on traditional areas such as trade in goods 

(market access), trade in services, customs procedures, rules of origin, and sanitary and 

phytosanitary standards. The trend in bilateral free trade agreements, on the other hand, is 
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towards a broader and highly customized scope covering traditional areas and also newer 

topics such as intellectual property, government procurement, and environmental issues. 

There is no one-size-fits-all approach to modern free trade agreements, and this technical 

complexity increases the difficulty for Cambodia’s negotiating teams. 

 

Cambodia has a limited number of experienced negotiators, and there have been limited 

opportunities for them to pass on their knowledge to the next generation of up-and-coming 

negotiators. With the Cambodia-China FTA finalized and the South Korea FTA negotiations 

well underway, Cambodia intends to negotiate further with other trade partners including 

Mongolia, Japan, the United Kingdom and India. The various ongoing negotiations, 

according to H.E Sok Sopheak, offer a good chance to expand the learning opportunities for 

the next generation of negotiators, who can learn alongside Cambodia’s more experienced 

negotiators. 

 

While this first workshop focused on institutional arrangements for trade negotiation, the 

presentations also previewed the whole workshop series – discussing topics such as 

preparation for trade negotiations and agenda-setting, key steps in conducting negotiations, 

involving stakeholders both within and outside government throughout the process, and 

documenting the negotiation itself as a reference for future government officials.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Phil Rourke, International Lead Trainer, CTPL, discusses the role of trade negotiations in implementing 

national trade strategy. 

 

Mr Phil Rourke, Director of the Centre for Trade Policy and Law, delivered a series of 

presentations on the role of trade negotiations (among other policy instruments) in 

implementing national trade strategy as well as on different models of institutional 

arrangements for trade negotiations. He emphasized that 80% of a country’s trade 

negotiations actually take place within the country, before getting to the negotiating table. 
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Thus structures to manage the interministerial process to develop the negotiating strategy, 

and the consultation with the private sector and civil society, are crucial to successful 

outcomes of a trade negotiation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Duangarthit Nidhi-u-tai discusses Thai institutional arrangement for trade negotiations. He is Deputy 

Directory-General, Department of Trade Negotiations, the Thai Ministry of Commerce, Thailand. 

 

On the second day of the workshop, participants heard from experienced trade practitioners 

from thee ASEAN countries in the spirit of ASEAN helping ASEAN: Thailand, Singapore 

and Vietnam. Mr Duangarthit is the Deputy Directory-General, Department of Trade 

Negotiations of the Thai Ministry of Commerce. He emphasised the need for Cambodia (or 

any country) to develop a clear structure of roles and responsibilities of institutions involved 

in the negotiation, because trade negotiation is an interdisciplinary process. Mr Duangarthit 

made clear that the Government of Thailand as committed significant resources to trade 

negotiation and FTA implementation, such as the over 100 staff members working in the 

Department of Trade Negotiations as well as the FTA Resource Center 

(http://ftacenter.dtn.go.th/) which provides information and online and in person to exporters, 

importers, farmers and others interested in FTAs. 

 

Mr Tay Lide, the Deputy Director of Southeast Asia and Oceania Division of Singaporean 

Ministry of Trade and Industry, discussed Singaporean institutional arrangements for trade 

negotiations. He asserted that consultation with the private sector is of the utmost 

importance for trade negotiation, since the detailed insights from the private sector help 

negotiators determine which sub-sector, products or specific issues a country’s negotiators 

should prioritise or seek to include in the trade deal. 

 

http://ftacenter.dtn.go.th/


 

5 

 

Mr Tay Lide discusses Singaporean institutional arrangements for trade negotiations. He is the Deputy 

Director, Southeast Asia and Oceania Division, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Singapore  

 

Since 2004, Professor Claudio Dordi has been supporting the Government of Vietnam with 

trade policy and trade facilitation, among his other academic and advisory roles globally. He 

was the Team Leader of the EU-Vietnam Multilateral Trade Assistance Project from 2008-

2017. Professor Dordi highlighted how strict rules of origin requirements in FTAs have 

actually contributed to the enhancement of Vietnam’s value chains – by incentivizing 

investors in Vietnam to bring more value creation into Vietnam, thus expanding production 

domestically. He also described the evolution of Vietnam’s trade impact assessment studies, 

which have gradually added new topics (such as environmental sustainability) since 2010. 

Professor Dordi suggested the need for Cambodia to conduct trade impact assessments 

before trade negotiation, making it more clear how different segments of the Cambodian 

population and economy would gain or lose from a prospective trade deal. This ultimately 

allows governments to better formulate policy interventions to mitigate any losses while 

maximizing benefits from trade.  

 

Ms Im Chanbormey, an officer from the Cambodian Ministry of Commerce, said ‘experience 

sharing by the experts enables me to learn about an institutional arrangement for trade 

negotiations. This exposes me to different and best negotiating practices used by experts from 

different countries – and that I could learn a lot from them’, she added.  

 

Mr Kong Bunroth, another officer from the Ministry, said ‘I learned about the practices of 

institutional arrangement of three neighbouring institutions when conducting bilateral and 

regional FTA’. For him, a negotiation case presented by the Singaporean expert was quite 

innovative, Bunroth noted. 

 

The second workshop in the trade negotiation series will be an experiential training for a 

smaller group of Cambodian officials, focusing on preparations for trade negotiation. 

Separately, ARISE Plus Cambodia will also deliver a 3-day workshop on methodologies 
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for trade impact assessments to a mixed audience of government officials, local researchers 

and other stakeholders. Both workshops will take place in November 2020. 

 

Prof. Claudio Dordi discusses institutional arrangement for trade negotiations, highlighting the case of EU-

Vietnam FTA negotiation. He is the Team Leader of the EU-Vietnam Multilateral Trade Assistance Project and 

Professor of International Law and Director of the PhD Program in International Law and Economics at 

Bocconi University, Milan.  

 

ARISE Plus Cambodia, the national Cambodian component of the ARISE Plus Regional 

Programme, is co-funded by the EU and BMZ. Implemented by GIZ, the project runs from 

2019 to 2023 and aims to support greater connectivity and economic integration between 

Cambodian and the rest of ASEAN through implementing the AEC Blueprint 2025 and 

strengthening its institutional capacity.  

 

For more information, please contact the Arise Plus Cambodia Trade Training and Research 

Advisor, Ms Molyaneth Heng molyaneth.heng@giz.de.  

mailto:molyaneth.heng@giz.de

