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Pastor 

John Johnson 
Cell: 312-933-3494 

Johnjohnson1010@icloud.com 
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John Guy 
520-858-3322 

Associate Clerk 
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Assistant Treasurer 
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Tom Harmon 
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Congregational Care 
Katrina Guy 
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Evangelism/Newsletter/Website 
Heidi Lowe 

520-221-5676 
Mission 

ShaRon Liedl (Local) 
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Mary Palmer (General) 
928-580-2030 

Worship 
BJ Tyree 

602-500-2520 
Mary Palmer 

928-580-2030 

Christian Education 
Stewardship 

John Guy 
520-858-3322 

Admin & Personnel 
Ray Hyyppa 

303-941-4893 
John Guy 

520-858-2945 
Property /Buildings 

Michael Palmer 
480-299-1372 

Fellowship 
Laura Hofmann 
520-858-2945 
Bookkeeper 

Sally Cook 
520-450-0194 

Church Secretary 
Beth Harmon (Ex-Officio) 

317-289-7067 
Prayer Chain 
Patty Hyyppa 

303-941-4893 – Cell 
520-251-5588 –Home 

Memorial Garden & Columbarium 
Robert & Joan Philips 

520-868-0507 
jkcoop@gmail.com 

 
Church Hours 

Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 – 1:00 pm 
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Deadline is 25th of the month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

January 2021  Issue 1 

The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Florence 

Is to share Jesus Christ through word and action 

With all whose lives we can touch. 

 

P.O. Box 950 

225 East Butte Avenue 

Florence, AZ  85132 

Ph: 520-868-5634 

Email: FlorencePresby1@icloud.com 

Website: www.florenceazchurch.org 

Sunday Church Service 

10:30 am 
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10. Mistakes 

11. Calendar 
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Many will recall the cartoons of Gary Larsen that once appeared in newspapers with the name, “The 
Far Side.” For many years, one of the “rites of passage” of my sons and then my nephews was when 

for Christmas I felt them old enough to “get” the weird humor of “The Far Side” and I would give them 
a “Far Side” calendar, a roughly 4-5” square pad on which each page was one day’s cartoon. 

 
Well, I did not know these calendars were still available until I received one for Christmas from my 
younger son, Steve, whom and whose family Patricia and I visited starting late on New Year’s Day at 

their home in Alexandria, Virginia. After several days we drove down to Winston -Salem, North 
Carolina, and visited my older son, Michael, and we were there on the Day of Epiphany better now 

known as the day in which the Capitol was assaulted by rioters. 
 
As happy as I think the entire world was to see 2020 end -- and I remember the chuckles I received 

when before giving the Invocation at the Pinal County Supervisor’s meeting in December I 
commented, “I have it on the highest authority 2020 will end!” – 2021 has not started out any better, 

and when Michael emailed me this “Far Side” cartoon, I had to share it: 
 

 
 

But there is a serious point to be made and it is one I normally make with my joke about, “I sent three 
boats and a helicopter, what more did you want?”: If things are to improve, it will be because people 

make them improve; God works through human beings, not through a big finger pushing down from 
the clouds. 2020 and COVID-19 sort of prove the point: doing nothing accomplished nothing but 
providing accelerated funding and review of scientific progress on vaccines has! God works through 

scientists and doctors and, yes, hated, and over-paid pharmaceutical company executives. Despite 
other failures of the Federal Government and the complete failure of the Government of Arizona when 

it comes to COVID-19, vaccines appear to present light at the end of the tunnel brought on by that 
pandemic, even if that end is months away. Thanks be to those human beings, scientists, and 
doctors, who have developed these vaccines. God is working through them. 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 
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And God can work through us if we make ourselves available. We might not be biological scientists or 
medical researchers, but we can always be open to responding when we perceive God to be calling. 

Just think of the opening of that wonderful prayer of Francis of Assisi: Lord, make me an instrument of 
your peace. (Read the whole prayer; we shall use it again soon in worship, but it is profound.) 

 
And that plea of Francis is something we who are U.S. citizens need to make as 2021 has begun as 
dismally as 2020 ended. We are a nation that simply is not at peace internally; politics has become 

not a means of solving shared problems but of emphasizing differences and of misunderstanding 
what “winning” actually means. We need “instruments of peace,” not to make us agree on every 

issue, but to agree on the right way to deal with differences on issues. We need to be Christians first 
and members of a political party or followers of a political figure somewhere no higher than fifth place 
or so on our list of values. 

 
As this year we have Mark as our Lectionary Gospel, let us remember these words from Jesus as 

they appear in that Gospel: For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul? [8:36 KJV]; what good does it do to prevail in politics if we destroy the commonwealth in 
the process? 

 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace so that 2021 may be a brighter year for all Your children. 

 
Blessings, 
 

 

John 
 

 

2020 Giving Statements  
 

As 2020 is finally over and we welcome 2021 with hopes of a better year, I want to remind you that year end 
giving statements will be printed after December 31, 2020. I hope to send them out by January 15, 2021. As in 
past years, these will be printed only if your total contributions total at least $200.00. If you have given less 
than that, but want a statement, please let me know. I plan to hand deliver those that I can that are local, the 
others will be mailed or possibly emailed. Please be sure I have your current address/email. If you are staying 

“up north” instead of coming to sunny AZ, please let me know, so I can send the statement to the correct 
address. 
 

Beth Harmon 
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Florence:  
Bob & Joan’s friends Janet Ford & Lois, Judy Nelson’s sister Deb and Johnny, John & 
Katrina Guy, Don Balsley, Terry Dorn and Mary’s family, Suzanne Tinka, Mary’s 
Methodist minister, (Lisa) ,Cousin’s husband (Rodney) Throat cancer, Family of Ed 

Demar, Donna Studer, Jonathan, Art and Shirley Colley, Dave Baier, Kurt Brummage,  
Ray Hyyppa, Lew and Delores Moon, Peggy and Neil Rathke, Bob Sherman, Sandra 

and Allen Saunders, Gary Liedl – recovery from surgery, ShaRon’s friend Tom with 
cancer, Ethel, David, Ira Cohen, Mindy, and granddaughter, Kaylie, Phyllis Carlson 
and Nephew, Jerry, Maria, Ann Schneider, BJ, John Buttram, Connie Stephens, Mark 

Stephens, Pat Reed, Verna Boyle, Barb Newman continued recovery, Dennis and 
Rhonda Rohde ; Jessie Melanie, Pastor Artis Fletcher, Hilde Major, Pat Vucson and 

her and Ron’s grandson, Linda Ernst, Bonnie Brunner, Myrna Leef,,Muriel Marsteller, 
Lois Kuder, Joann and JL Hooper, Denise and Larry Kollert, Joyce and her family, 
Tracy Grubb Taren, Diane Wilde, Rafael Santa Cruz, Peggy, Steve, David, Carol, 

Heidi, Terry Dorn and Mary’s family, Family of Ed Demar, Linda Nesh’s great 
grandson Oscar, Veronica, Betty and Jim, Amanda, Audrey, Nancy, Susan 

 
Coolidge:  

Pete, Rose and family, Grace Gorman, David Wuertz, Candy Walker, Pastor Michael 
& Jane Whitaker, Erin Young (Janice Cockrill’s niece), Pauline, Bob and Doreen 
Stephens, Pat Dixon and Smitty, Karen Anderson, Sean, Ashton Thomas, Skip  

 
COVID-19:  
Navajo Nation and all those in hospital, those who have lost loved ones, all of your 
children to be spared and world resume some normality 
 

A nation torn apart over politics and race and other factors that should not overcome 
what is shared 

 
Healthcare workers and Police, fire, emergency workers 
 

People of Hong Kong 
 

Peace, justice, freedom, joy, and abundance for all of God’s children . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If there is anyone you would like added to the prayer chain, please contact 

Patty Hyyppa at 303-941-4893 
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WHOS WHO AT THE PRESB. 

MEET YOUR CHURCH FAMILY 

  

What did/do you do for a living? 

 Retired; Executive Secretary for General Motors 

Advertising Dept. 

Where is your hometown? 
Clarkston, Michigan  

What do you like to do during your leisure time? 
 Travel – especially cruises but will go most anywhere  

What is your favorite food? 

Filet Mignon 

What is your favorite hymn and Bible verse? 

Amazing Grace/Psalm 23 
What does this church mean to you? 

The people are very welcoming.  I appreciate that I am 

allowed to participate in the service. 

 

 

 

Saturday Virtual Fellowship 

Please join us for a relaxed discussion and 

fellowship Saturdays at 4:00 pm MST 

John will send out an email with a link to connect 

to ZOOM to attend.  

If you do not receive this email and would like to 

attend, please let us know. 

It is a great way to reconnect with friends in the 

church. 

 

 

 

 

What’s this “ZOOM” business? 
 
If  you have either a computer, iPad or smartphone, you 

should be able to access ZOOM, which is a program 

that allows us to “meet” visually and orally over the 

Internet. Go to www.ZOOM.us and you can download 

the f ree program, or, when you get an email f rom me 

with a “link,” simply clink on that link and it will take you 

to where you need to be. That’s it! Once there, note a 

little icon of  a camera in the bottom lef t and click and 

we can see you, and look for a microphone and if  it has 

a red line through it, click and you can speak. I have 

not used f rom a smart phone, but others have so it 

should not be too dif ficult. 

WHOS WHO AT THE PRESB. 

MEET YOUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 
What did/do you do for a living? 

Retired. Executive Assistant to 

Superintendent/Secretary to School Board (40 1/2 

years), Florence school District.  
Where is your hometown? 

 Florence - been here more than half of my 

life.  Born In Pontiac, Michigan. 

What do you like to do during your leisure time? 
Cruising (Wine cruises), watch T. V. and Play 

Mexican Train 
What is your favorite food? 

 Pizza and Mexican food 
What is your favorite hymn and Bible verse? 

Too many to choose; love the old hymns - How 

Great Thou Art and When Morning Gilds the 

Skies; favorite Bible verse is Psalm 8. O Lord, our 

Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth. . . 

What does this church mean to you? 

This church and the people in it are my rock. I’ve 

been a member for almost 50 years and cherish 

the many good times and friendships. I love the 

way we care for each other. 
 

MEET 

SUZANNE 

TINKA 

MEET 

ANITA 

VANWAGONER 

http://www.zoom.us/
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The next Hygiene Mission will take place on January 11 and February 10 at 

9:00 am to 10:00 am in the parking lot at the church for a drive thru. 

Thanks so much for those that have donated money or product.

                               

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION 

DIF YOU ARE NOT ATTENDING CHURCH AND 

WOULD LIKE THE PASTOR TO TAKE 

COMMUNION TO YOU, PLEASE LET JOHN OR 

ONE OF THE SESSION MEMBERS KNOW.  

Dear friends,  

We thank you so much. You’ll find the receipt for the $3,200 included. Rev. Johnson, your church     

congregation are amazing people. Express our gratefulness to each. I’ll start sending out the funds 

to each church.  

What a wonderful, giving folks you have n your congregation/ You’re God’s gift to us. Thank you,      

Thank you. God Bless! 

Norma 

(I’m all excited and writing crazy) 

MISSION MOMENTS  

This Photo by 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

This Photo by 

http://travel.stackexchange.com/questions/58296/is-there-a-bag-for-shower-stuff
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://internetmonk.com/archive/saturday-ramblings-july-5-2014
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://ipkitten.blogspot.com/2014/01/monday-miscellany_13.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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 6. Katrina Guy   23. Tom & Beth Harmon 
 7. Dewey Hartman     
 10. Annabel Ortiz    
 11. Murl Linke    
 13. Harold Anderson    
 20. Maureen Baier    
 23. Bill Zwanziger    
 27. Mike Paler    
 30. Laura Hofmann    
 31. Joyce Baker    
      
       
       
       
       

**Please let me know if I missed your Birthday or Anniversary or have the wrong date. Thanks 

 

  

 
 DISCLAIMER 

Articles shared or written by 

individuals are not necessarily 

the views or opinions of the 

church. If you have something 

you would like to share or 

something you have written, I 

would be happy to include them 

in the newsletter. All shared or 

written articles will be attributed 

to the person who sent them in. 

 

Please be careful of copyrighted 

material. 

ATTENTION PLEASE!! 

 

IF YOU WISH TO HAVE 

SOMETHING PUT IN THE 

NEWSLETTER, PLEASE SEND 

IT TO 

newsletter225@yahoo.com 
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OBITUARY 

Florence, AZ – Margaret Miriam Reed was born May 16, 1928 in Pasadena, CA to George A. Pohlman and Helen 
H. Pohlman. 

Miriam grew up in Ramona, CA and attended area public schools, graduating from Grossmont Union High 
School. She trained and volunteered in the Aircraft Spotters program during the WWII era. Her first job after 
high school was with Southern California Music Store as a salesperson. 

Miriam attended Mercy School of Nursing (San Diego, CA) and graduated in 1953 as a Registered Nurse.   She 
then went on to attend Whitworth College (Spokane, WA), graduating in 1956 with a Bachelor’s in Science, 
Magna Cum Laude. 

On December 22, 1955, she married Richard H. Reed of Florence, AZ, a longtime area cattle rancher (Box O 

Ranch). Initially, the newlyweds lived in Escondido, CA to tend and develop the Reed family’s avocado and citrus 
orchards. In 1956, they moved to establish their home in Cactus Forest near Florence, AZ where they raised 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

http://perspectives-anotherwaytoview.blogspot.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


9 
 

their daughters, Debbie, Linda, and Cathy, while working on the family’s cattle ranch. Miriam picked up fulltime 
ranching at the passing of her husband, Richard, from 1983 to present. 

Miriam worked as an RN at the Florence General Hospital and served on the Florence Unified School District 
School Board. She also remained very active in the First Presbyterian Church of Florence since 1956, serving for 
many years on the Session, singing in the Choir, and helping create and direct the Youth Choir.  

Miriam was also an active member of the Arizona Cattle Grower’s Assn., the Winkleman Natural Resource 
Conservation District, and the Southern Arizona Cattlemen’s Protective Assn. where she was also a Past 
President. 

Miriam greatly enjoyed travel with family and friends to Europe, Asia, Mexico, Canada, Hawaii, Alaska, and 
within the continental USA. Remarkably, she made connection wherever she ventured and had dear friends 
from all around the world…she never really met a stranger, befriending people wherever she went! 

Miriam’s deep joys were found in gathering family and friends, all aspects of cattle ranching, driving tractors 

and trucks and anything with a powerful engine, riding horseback - even daylong trail rides, boating, water 
skiing, gardening, trimming trees, yardwork, photography, videography, singing, dancing in her living room with 
her young Grandchildren, good coffee, and great chocolate. 

Miriam passed peacefully in her longtime home on December 15, 2020 surrounded by loved ones. She is 
survived by brother, George R. Pohlman (Dorothy Wellman) of Sierra Vista, AZ, sister Dianna Pohlman Bell 

(Donald) of Duluth, MN, sister-in-law, Patsy L. “Pat’ Reed of Florence, AZ, daughters Deborah A. Gonzales (Carlos 
R.) of Nogales, AZ, Linda S. Crane (Steven) of Gold Canyon, AZ, and Catherine H. “Cathy” Foster (William A.) of 

Florence, AZ, seven Grandchildren, ten Great-Grandchildren, seven nieces and nephews, and uncountable 
cherished friends near and far. 

She will be fondly remembered for her generous nature, her adventurous spirit, her inquisitive mind, her strong 
work ethic and her quick wit, her love for her family and friends, and for her deep faith in God. 

In lieu of flowers, the family invites consideration for a contribution In Memory of Margaret Miriam Reed directly 
to Hospice Fund of Central Arizona, PO Box 11859, Casa Grande, AZ 85130-1859, or go online to 
www.AzHospiceFund.org. 

No arrangements have been made at this time. 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

http://www.azhospicefund.org/
http://kittomalley.com/2015/03/05/4748
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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MISTAKES 

  

“I hope that in this year to come, you make mistakes. 

 

Because if you are making mistakes, then you are making new things, trying 

new things, learning, living, pushing yourself, changing yourself, changing 

your world. You're doing things you've never done before, and more 

importantly, you're Doing Something. 

 

So that's my wish for you, and all of us, and my wish for myself. Make New 

Mistakes. Make glorious, amazing mistakes. Make mistakes nobody's ever 

made before. Don't freeze, don't stop, don't worry that it isn't good enough, or 

it isn't perfect, whatever it is: art, or love, or work or family or life. 

 

Whatever it is you're scared of doing, Do it. 

 

Make your mistakes, next year and forever.” 

  

Neil Gaiman – English Author 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-
NC-ND 

http://aliceslittlewonderland.blogspot.com/2011/01/happy-new-year.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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January 2021 

Attending (Worship) requires use of face masks, social distancing, 
and your own discretion.   
 Sermons will be available on the church web site 
(florenceazchurch.com), YouTube (First Presbyterian Church of 
Florence) and 1st Presbyterian Church of Florence Facebook page. 

Subject to change  *Virtual Fellowship Hour every Sat. 4:00pm MST (5:00 pm 
CT,6:00 pm ET, 1:00 pm PT). 

1st Presbyterian Church of Florence, Arizona 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday      
1 2        

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
1st Sunday of Christmas  

  
Epiphany of the Lord 
Katrina Guy B/D 

Dewey Hartman B/D 
  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Baptism of the Lord 
Annabel Ortiz B/D 

Murl LInke B/D 
 

Hygiene Bank 9:00 -

10:00 am 
Harold Anderson B/D 

   

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
2nd Sunday after 

Epiphany 
Birthday of Martin 

Luther King Jr.  

 
Maureen Baier B/D 

  
Bill Zwanziger B/D 
Beth & Tom Harmon - 
Anniv 

24 
3rd Sunday after 

Epiphany 
  

25 26 27 
Mike Palmer B/D 

28 29 30 

     
Laura Hofmann B/D 

31 
 

4th Sunday after 
Epiphany 
Joyce Baker B/D 
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P.O. Box 950 
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The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Florence 

is to share Jesus Christ through word and action 

with all those whose lives we can touch. 

 


