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FROM THE PASTOR
There is an old cliché, “A little knowledge is a dangerous thing,” but what is even more dangerous is acting on
nonsensical knowledge. As the world, not just the USA, not just Arizona and not just Pinal County, wrestles
with COVID-19, I am appalled to see opinion polls on how many people might not be willing to get immunized
once a vaccine is approved – and I suspect several may be approved.
“A little knowledge.” Patricia and I were discussing that and my being more the wordsmith, perhaps, than she, I
take the meaning of ignorant as simply, “not knowing”; “a little knowledge” implies more ignorance than
knowledge. Ignorant and innocent are pretty similar; when one does not know or has not experienced
something, we are likely to use what seems the kind term of innocent or the related innocence. Since
ignorance and innocence are so closely related, for me, there is no moral turpitude necessarily involved in
ignorance.
But there is ignorance and there is willful ignorance – basically choosing not to know or not bothering to know,
and in the case of anti-immunization stances, willful ignorance, I say with a distinct lack of charity, is what is at
play.
Patricia and I are both in the trial for the Moderna “vaccine,” one of at least three and maybe four corona virus
vaccines in Phase III trials in the western world. As a former engineer/physicist, I find the theory behind this
fascinating, and shall explain why fears are so poorly based and will wash away your claims to innocence and,
I trust, leave you less ignorant, other than willfully ignorant, about this and at least the Johnson & Johnson (no
relation) vaccines.
Historically, vaccines used either a living virus or a dead virus of the sort against which the vaccine sought to
stimulate an auto-immune system reaction; Smallpox was the classic example of this. Shortly before I began
college, scientists discovered DNA and its relative, RNA (and here I get into my abounding ignorance); every
living organism has these, including the virus for COVID-19 (SARS-2). Using the Chinese supplied (but too
delayed in being supplied) DNA of the COVID-19 corona virus, scientists engineered the RNA of a protein
found in that virus, and the Moderna vaccine is basically that RNA, and the scheme is that this RNA is injected
into the recipient’s body to cause it to try to produce that protein – just the protein, not the virus – and then to
have the body’s auto-immune system then react to kill the protein and condition itself so that if it again
encounters that protein (as in being exposed to the actual virus), it will do the same thing – kill it!
Whether or not we received the placebo, or the actual vaccine is not something we can know for sure; I had no
reaction to the first shot while Patricia’s upper arm turned pink over a few square inches. But after the second
shot I experienced a 100.2-degree temperature for a few hours the day after and she not a fever but fatigue
and aching – for a day. I think (and hope) we both must have received the vaccine! (Though I am not sure we
will ever know.)
What I am saying is that knowing something is better than knowing nothing; choosing to be ignorant about this
vaccine may cost people their lives if it leads them not to get the shots once a vaccine is approved.
There is another kind of ignorance in our society that is fairly willful, and that is ignorance of the Bible – and
ignorance of the law on teaching about the Bible on the part of some in education. One cannot teach religion in
schools – fine, I agree; one can teach about the Bible: what it is, what some of the stories are, what it is about,
yet many educators are afraid of being sued if they do so.
But what is the result? How can anyone be educated if they have no idea of what is meant by “David and
Goliath” or what the “Ten Commandments” is about or . . . well, two examples of ignorance that is alarming,
one of which is very timely.
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The timelier is apoplexy over a Catholic organization’s using the term “Handmaiden” because of a TV series in
which the “handmaidens” were, well, just factories for producing babies. But handmaiden has a very significant
Christian significance that has nothing to do with that! In the King James Version of the magnificent song of the
expectant Mary in Luke 1, the song known as “The Magnificat,” Mary sings, “Behold the handmaiden of the
Lord.” Nothing sinister about any Christian woman’s using the term!!
The other is that, as I was teaching the Bible study on “Women in the Bible,” I came upon the story of the two
wives – yes, is this the “biblical definition of marriage” so many profess to believe in? – the two wives of Jacob,
Leah and Rachel. Leah had been having children and Rachel could not conceive, so she asks Leah, “Please
give me some of your son’s mandrakes.”
A relatively unimportant passage, but it provoked in my mind a line from a poem I had heard as a senior in high
school, and I could not recall whether it was by John Donne or a sonnet of Shakespeare, so I “Googled” and it
was indeed a Donne poem, and I proceeded to pursue links to some English professors and their comments
on the line. Not one of them seemed aware that the reference was biblical – Donne, by the way, is the minister
whose “For whom the bell tolls” line I use frequently; -- these professors, teaching are children and grandchildren, are too ignorant of religion to be able adequately to teach English literature!
Now that I have that off of my chest, perhaps you can understand one reason that I so much enjoy trying to
teach in greater depth than most about our wonderful Bible: there is so much there that never gets touched.
By the way, in discussing “hypocrisy” this past Sunday, I referred to a wonderful Bible story found in the
Apocrypha (and don’t hesitate to ask me what that is) of many Bibles: “Susannah and the Elders,” which might
simply be labels as a part of the book of Daniel. It is brilliant and funny, in its own way, and no more than a five
minute or so read.
There is much there to read! Enjoy; do not be as ignorant as an English professor . . . and when they arrive, do
get the COVID-19 shots unless your doctor advises otherwise. I’m not a doctor, I just play one on TV.
Blessings,

John

Vacation Scheduled
While First Presbyterian Church does not currently have scheduled office hours, I do spend
several hours weekly keeping up with everything that is happening and keeping the wheels of
the church running smoothly in the background. Tom and I find we are in need of some family
time and are planning to take 2 weeks of vacation to go back to visit our children AND
grandchildren in Indiana from Oct 7 to Oct 22. We also hope to see some of the beautiful fall
colors of the trees (which are hard to find in Florence), eat some Long’s donuts, eat at Grey
Brothers Cafeteria and watch Trey play football among other activities. This means that phone
messages and emails to the church will not be checked as frequently. However, the Church
never takes a vacation, so the Saturday afternoon Zoom social hour and our Sunday Morning
worship will continue as usual. If you have an urgent need or request, John will be available
and can be contacted at 312-933-3494.
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“His Eye Is on The Sparrow”
Words by Civilla D. Martin (1905)
Music by Charles Gabriel (1905)

While staying in New York in the spring of 1905, Civilla Martin and her husband met and became good friends
with a Christian couple, the Dolittles. Mr. Dolittle was crippled and used a wheelchair to get him to and from his
business, and Mrs. Dolittle had been ill and bedridden for almost twenty years. During one of their visits with
the couple, Civilla’s husband commented on the couple’s obvious optimism and happiness despite physical
circumstances.
Mrs. Dolittle quickly responded, “His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.” Her expression inspired
Civilla Martin to verse the hymn that is so popular today.
Many associate the song with the African American blues singer and actress Ethel Waters, who so loved this
song that she used its title for her autobiography. In 1957, she sang this song as a solo while attending a Billy
Graham crusade in Madison Square Garden. She says the experience changed her life forever.
Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come,
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heaven and home,
when Jesus is my potion? My constant friend is He:
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me;
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.
Refrain:
I sing because I’m happy.
I sing because I’m free,
For His eye is on the sparrow,
And I know He watches me.

Cliff Kuhns
Cliff Kuhns, 91, passed away August 23, 2020 in Nebraska. He was living in a care facility. His friend Joyce,
whom he was married to for a short time visited him as often as possible but mostly by phone. Joyce was very
kind and caring and gave Cliff a bit of an uplift. He had a heart attack but called it a stroke. He is now buried
next to his first wife Gloria.
Cliff painted the entire sanctuary walls the blue color that remains today. He did the entire job himself at night
when no one was around. He also painted much of the Manse. He did much for the church in giving of his
talents and was happy to do so.
Mariam (paraphrased)
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Florence:
Bob & Joan’s friends Janet Ford & Lois,Judy Nelson’s sister Deb and Johnny,John &

Katrina Guy, Don Balsley, Terry Dorn and Mary’s family, Suzanne Tinka, Mary’s
Methodist minister, (Lisa) ,Cousin’s husband (Rodney) Throat cancer, Family of Ed
Demar, Donna Studer, Jonathan, Art and Shirley Colley, Dave Baier, Kurt Brummage,
Ray Hyppa, Lew and Delores Moon, Peggy and Neil Rathke, Bob Sherman, Sandra and Allen
Saunders, Gary Liedl – recovery from surgery, ShaRon’s friend Tom with cancer, Ethel, David
Ira Cohen, Mindy, and granddaughter, Kaylie, Phyllis Carlson and Nephew, Jerry, Maria, Ann
Schneider, BJ, John Buttram, Connie Stephens, Mark Stephens, Pat Reed, Miriam Reid,
Verna Boyle, Barb Newman continued recovery, Dennis and Rhonda Rohde ; Jessie Melanie
Pastor Artis Fletcher, Hilde Major, Pat Vucson and her and Ron’s grandson, Linda Ernst
Bonnie Brunner, Myrna Leef,,Muriel Marsteller, Lois Kuder, Joann and JL Hooper, Denise and
Larry Kollert, Joyce and her family, Tracy Grubb Taren, Diane Wilde, Rafael Santa Cruz,
Peggy, Steve, David

Coolidge:
Pete, Rose and family, Grace Gorman, David Wuertz, Candy Walker, Pastor Michael & Jane
Whitaker, Erin Young (Janice Cockrill’s niece), Pauline, Bob and Doreen Stephens, Pat Dixon
and Smitty, Karen Anderson, Sean, Ashton Thomas, Skip

COVID-19:
Navajo Nation and all those in hospital, those who have lost loved ones, all of your children to
be spared and world resume some normality
A nation torn apart over politics and race and other factors that should not overcome what is
shared
Healthcare workers and Police, fire, emergency workers
People of Hong Kong
Peace, justice, freedom, joy and abundance for all of God’s children

If there is anyone you would like added to the prayer chain, please contact
Patty Hyyppa at 303-941-4893
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WHOS WHO AT THE PRESB.
MEET YOUR CHURCH FAMILY

MEET
BJ BROWN TYREE
WORSHIP

.
What did/do you do for a living?
Worked for IBM
Where is your hometown?
Tucson
What do you like to do during your leisure time?
Fishing
What is your favorite food?
Pizza
What is your favorite hymn and Bible verse?
How Great Thou Art. John 3:16 For God so loved

www.florenceazchurch.org

Many other interesting items can be found on the
website: previous years newsletter, past sermons,
events, calendar, and even a way to donate
online. Come check it out!!

the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but
have eternal life. ... For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life.

What does this church mean to you?
This is my church…I love our congregation…every
person is my friend…but mainly it gives my soul
peace and joy.

Saturday Virtual Fellowship
Please join us for a relaxed discussion and
fellowship Saturdays at 4:00 pm MST
John will send out an email with a link to connect
to ZOOM to attend.
If you do not receive this email and would like to
attend, please let us know.
It is a great way to reconnect with friends in the
church.
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MISSION MOMENTS
We have started up the hygiene bank again. It will be September 9, 2020 at
9:00 am to 10:00 am in the parking lot at the church for a drive thru.
Thanks so much for those that have donated money or product. We have
the best places to buy products: Dollar Tree or Dollar General. Here is a list
This Photo by
of what we put in the bags. If you would like to donate items, please drop
them off at the church with Beth. Call first to make sure Beth is there.
ShaRon
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Bath Tissue
Laundry Soap
Dryer Sheets
Bar Soap
Hand Soap
Shampoo

Woman’s deodorant
Men’s deodorant
Razors
Shaving cream
Toothpaste

It’s not too early to start thinking about our Special Offering. Our next Special Offering will be taken in
December and it is Christmas Joy. More information on this offering will be available next month. Watch for
details.

If you wish to support any of these, you can contribute at any time by using the website or your church
offering envelope. Please indicate Missions on the envelope.
As these months approach, we will put a reminder the newsletter so you can plan any donations.
Thanks for your support:
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E-giving a New Optional Way for Giving to our church

Whether you’re in Florence or you’re away from your Florence residence, we would like to remind you that that it is
now possible to make your contributions for First Presbyterian Church of Florence on line through our website:
www.florenceazchurch.org. Log on to the website, scroll down to the section labeled “Support the Mission and Ministry
of our Church” and follow the instructions. This form of e-giving is secure, fast and easy to use
Besides setting up one time or occasional gifts, you can set up recurring gifts, so your donations continue even if you’re
not at service. It takes just a few minutes to set up, and your continuous gifts throughout the year helps sustain our
mission, activities and programs.
If you need help, please feel free to call the office.

2020 Church Directories
Hopefully you have all received either an email or snail mail version of the new directory. If not please email
florencepresby1@icloud.com or call the church office 480-868-5634 or Beth at 317-289-7067 and let us know you have
not received it and we will see you receive one. Please let us know if you prefer an email or snail mail and leave either
your current address or email, in case we do not have the correct one. We have gotten a few responses with additions
or corrections already and welcome any more that are needed. We hope to have the final copy ready before the first of
the year. If not, then it will become the 2021 Church Directory. Let us pray that 2021 treats us better than 2020 has so
far!
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In a Different Voice
(A monthly column written and submitted by Judith Johnson)
Strange, interesting, weird, charming scary – as America becomes increasingly diverse, we are
confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to have spoken to
His children in many different places at vastly different times. Some of these diverse views will be
featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other spiritual writings and to open us up
to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

Paul Harvey’s “If I Were the Devil” Transcript from 1965
In 1965, Paul Harvey broadcasted “If I Were the Devil.” It is really amazing to realize over 47 years ago how
accurately he ‘prophesied” the future spiritual condition of the United States. Many of his statements were
considered ridiculously outlandish at that time in history. Yet, we find ourselves today…
If I were the devil…If I were the Prince of Darkness, I’d want to engulf the whole world in darkness. And I’d have a third
of its real estate, and four-fifths of its population, but I wouldn’t be happy until I had seized the ripest apple on the
tree—Thee. So I’d set about however necessary to rake over the United States. I’d subvert the churches -- I’d begin with
a campaign of whispers. With the wisdom of a serpent, I would whisper to you as I whispered to Eve: ‘Do as you please.’
“To the young, I would whisper that ‘The Bible is a myth.’ I would convince them that man created God instead of the
other way around. I would confide that what’s bad is good, and what’s good is ‘square.’ And the old, I would teach to
pray, after me, ‘Out Father, which art in Washington…”
“And then I’d get organized. I’d educate authors in how to make lurid literature exciting, so, anything else would appear
dull and uninteresting. I’d threaten TV with dirtier movies and vice versa. I’d pedal narcotics to whom I could. I’d sell
alcohol to ladies and gentlemen of distinction. I’d tranquilize the rest with pills.
“If I were the devil, I’d soon have families that war with themselves, churches at was with themselves, and nations at
war with themselves; until each in its turn was consumed. And with promise of higher ratings I’d have mesmerizing
media fanning the flames. If I were the devil I would encourage schools to refine young intellects, but to neglect to
discipline emotions—just let those run wild, until before you know it, you’d have to have drug sniffing dogs and metal
detectors at every schoolhouse door.
“Within a decade I’d have prisons overflowing, I’d have judges promoting pornography—soon I could evict God from the
courthouse, then from the schoolhouse, and then from the houses of Congress. And in His own churches I would
substitute psychology for religion and deify science. I would lure priests and pastors into misusing boys and girls, and
church money. If I were the devil, I’d make the symbol for Easter and egg and the symbol for Christmas a bottle.
“If I were the devil, I’d take from those who have, and give it to those who want until I had killed the incentive of the
ambitious.
And what do you bet I could get whole states to promote gambling as the way to get rich? I would caution against
extremes and hard work in Patriotism in, in moral conduct. I would convince the young, that marriage is old-fashioned,
that swinging is more fun, that what you see on the TV is the way to be. And thus, I could undress you in public, and I
could lure you into bed with disease for which there is not cure. In other words If I were the devil, I’d just keep on doing
what he’s doing.
Paul Harvey, good day.” www.wordandwork.org/2018/02/paul-harveys-is-i-were-the-devil-trnscript=from-1965#
Submitted by Laura Hofmann
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1.
2.
8.
10.
10.
16.
16.
20.
23.
26.
27.
27.
29.
30.

David Baier
Allen Saunders
Robert Woodhull
John Johnson
Sandra Saunders
Flory Bodelid
Ed Padilla
Shirley Colley
Betsy Hart
Margaret Lewis
Patsy Reed
Tom Harmon
Elaine Linke
Char Ellsworth

5.
10.

Joan & Bob Phillips
Ed Padilla & Judy Newman

**Please let me know if I missed your Birthday or Anniversary or have the wrong date. Thanks

In the year 1483
❖ Leonardo da Vinci sketched the first design for parachute.
❖ The Duke of Gloucester usurped the English throne as Richard III.
❖ The Sistine Chapel opened.
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ATTENTION PLEASE!!
DISCLAIMER

IF YOU WISH TO HAVE
SOMETHING PUT IN THE
NEWSLETTER, PLEASE SEND
IT TO
newsletter225@yahoo.com

Articles shared or written by
individuals are not necessarily
the views or opinions of the
church. If you have something
you would like to share or
something you have written, I
would be happy to include them
in the newsletter. All shared or
written articles will be attributed
to the person who sent them in.

Please be careful of copyrighted
material.

I
I Think Maxine has about covered it

submitted by Mariam Reed

Senior citizens are constantly being criticized for every conceivable
deficiency of the modern world, real or imaginary. We know we take
responsibility for all we have done and do not try to blame others.
HOWEVER, upon reflection, we would like to point out that it
was NOT senior citizens who took:
The melody out of music,
The pride out of appearance,
The courtesy out of driving,
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The romance out of love,
The commitment out of marriage,
The responsibility out of parenthood,
The togetherness out of the family,
The learning out of education
The Golden Rule from rulers,
The nativity scene out of cities,
The civility out of behavior,
The refinement out of language,
The dedication out of employment,
The prudence out of spending,
The ambition out of achievement or
God out of government and school.

And we certainly are NOT the ones who
eliminated patience and tolerance from
Personal relationships and interactions with
Others!
And we DO understand the meaning of
Patriotism, and remember those who have
fought and died for our country.
YES, I'M A SENIOR CITIZEN!
I'm the life of the party.....Even if it lasts until 8 p.m.
I'm very good at opening childproof caps....
With a hammer.
I'm awake many hours before
My body allows me to get up.
I'm smiling all the time,
Because I can't hear a thing you're saying.
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I'm sure everything I can't find is
In a safe secure place, somewhere.
I'm wrinkled, saggy, lumpy,
And that's just my left leg.
I'm beginning to realize that aging is not for wimps.
Yes, I'm a SENIOR CITIZEN and I think I am having the time of my life!
Now if I could only remember who sent this to me, I wouldn't send it back to
them.
Or, maybe I should send it to all my friends anyway. They won't remember,
even if they did send it.
Spread the laughter Share the cheer
Let's be happy While we're here.

Questions and Answers

submitted by Mariam Reed

Q: Where can single men over
the age of 70 find younger
women who are interested in
them?

A: Try a bookstore, under
Fiction

Q: What can a man do while his
wife is going
through menopause?

A: Keep busy. If you're handy with
tools, you can
finish the basement. When you're
done, you will have a place to live.

Q: How can you increase the
heart rate of your over-70-yearold husband?

A: Tell him you're pregnant.

Q: How can you avoid that
terrible curse of the elderly
wrinkles?

A: Take off your glasses.

Q: Seriously! What can I do for
these crow's feet and all those
wrinkles
on my face?

A: Go braless. It will usually pull them
out.
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A: Valets don't forget where they park
Q: Why should 70-plus year-old
your car.
people use valet parking?

Q: Is it common for 70-plus year
old to have
problems with short term
memory storage?

A: Storing memory is not a problem.
Retrieving it is the problem.

Q: As people age, do they sleep
more soundly?

A: Yes, but usually in the
afternoon.

Q: Where should 70-plus year
old’s look for eyeglasses?

A: On their foreheads.

Q: What is the most common
remark made by 70-plus year
old’s when they enter antique
stores?

A: "Gosh, I remember these!"

SMILE,
You've still got your sense of humor, haven't
you?
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Attending (Worship) requires use of face masks, social distancing and your own
discretion.
Sermons will be available on the church web site (florenceazchurch.com), YouTube
(First Presbyterian Church of Florence) and 1 Presbyterian Church of Florence FaceBook
page.

October 2020

st

Subject to change

*Virtual Fellowship Hour every Sat. 4:00pm MST (6:00 pm CDT, 7:00 pm EDT, 4:00
pm PDT).

1st Presbyterian Church of Florence, Arizona
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

4 5
18h Sunday after
Pentecost
Worldwide Communion

6

11 12e

13

19th Sunday after
Pentecost

14

18 19

20

21

Marge Lewis – B/D

27

3

Allen Saunders - B/D
Session Meeting 11:00
am

8

9

10

Robert Woodhull –
B/D

Session Meeting - 11:00
am

John Johnson – B/D
Sandra Saunders – B/D
Ed Penttila & Judy Nelson Anniv

15

16

17

Flory Bodelid – B/D
Ed Penttila – B/D

22

Shirley Colley –
B/D

25 26

2

Dave Baier – B/D

Hygiene Bank 9:00 – 10: oo
am

20th Sunday after
Pentecost

21st Sunday after
Pentecost

7

Bob & Joan Phillips Anniv

Saturday

23

24

Betsy Hart – B/D

28

Patsy Reed – B/D
Tom Harmon –
B/D

15

29

30

Elaine Linke – B/D

Char Ellsworth – B/D

31
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P.O. Box 950
225 East Butte
Florence, AZ 85132

The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Florence
is to share Jesus Christ through word and action
with all those whose lives we can touch.
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