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The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Florence
Is to share Jesus Christ through word and action
With all whose lives we can touch.

P.O. Box 950
225 East Butte Avenue
Florence, AZ 85132
Ph: 520-868-5634
Fax: 520-868-3053
Email: FlorencePresby1@icloud.com
Website: www.florenceazchurch.org
Sunday Church Service
10:30 am
2.
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6.
7.
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11.
12.
13.

Church Hours
Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 – 1:00 pm

newsletter225@yahoo.com
Deadline is 25th of the month
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FROM THE PASTOR
In my sermon of August 30, I attempted to say two things: first, that Racism is sin – it is the sin of ignoring
God’s command to “Love your neighbor.” I also said that one of the ways we love our neighbors is through
police, because people do sin and others deserve to be protected in their person and property from the sins of
theft and violence (referring to the Ten Commandments). While I went on to suggest several secular things we
as Christians can do as we acknowledge that police do not always behave – or should I say, not every police
officer behaves -- properly and with justice toward all irrespective of Race, my reason for these comments was
that justice is one of the most important attributes attributed to God in the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament), and
that it clearly is one of the main goals God has for human behavior – and quoted the familiar Micah 6:8 and
Amos 5:24 to that end.
And I refused to accept the term social justice but stuck with justice, because I believe all matters involving
justice in any form are ultimately the result of human virtue or human sin.
Well, this morning (September 1) my excessive number of emails included a regular Tuesday email I get from
writer Kevin Williamson, here quoting T.S. (Thomas Stearns) Eliot (1888-1965), one of the leading literary
figures of the twentieth century who became a truly devout Roman Catholic. Many of us will remember at least
two of his poems (“The Wasteland” and “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”) from high school or college, and
a few years ago, I saw and heard a moving opera that was almost verbatim his play, “Death in the Cathedral,”
about Thomas a Beckett. So please read this and then I shall comment:
It ought not to be necessary for me to insist that the final aims of the churchman, and the aims of the
secular reformer, are very different. So far as the aims of the latter are for true social justice, they ought
to be comprehended in those of the former. But one reason why the lot of the secular reformer or
revolutionist seems to me to be the easier is this: that for the most part he conceives of the evils of the
world as something external to himself. They are thought of either as completely impersonal, so that
there is nothing to alter but machinery; or if there is evil incarnate, it is always incarnate in the other
people — a class, a race, the politicians, the bankers, the armament makers, and so forth — never in
oneself. There are individual exceptions: but so far as a man sees the need for converting himself as
well as the World, he is approximating to the religious point of view. But for most people, to be able to
simplify issues so as to see only the definite external enemy, is extremely exhilarating, and brings about
the bright eye and the springy step that go so well with the political uniform. This is an exhilaration that
the Christian must deny himself. It comes from an artificial stimulant bound to have bad aftereffects. It
causes pride, either individual or collective, and pride brings its own doom. For only in humility, charity,
and purity — and most of all perhaps humility — can we be prepared to receive the grace of God
without which human operations are vain.
What provokes me – including against our organized denomination, most definitely – is the too frequent
appeal to the term, systemic Racism; if you understood Eliot’s statement, that is a great way of saying, “The
rest of you are bad, and need to do something about it.” There is no question but that the history of the United
States contains horrendous and abundant examples of systemic Racism in the form of “Jim Crow” laws and
effectively legal silence that permitted racial discrimination in housing and employment and voting and
education and . . . That was indeed systemic. But the laws were changed, and, indeed, in an effort to
overcome two centuries of systemic Racism, government (including universities, and I would throw private
universities into this) policies sometimes practice a form of well-intentioned “Racism” to try to counteract that
history; we call this “affirmative action” and “promoting diversity.” And I have no comment to offer other than
that I hope at some time we can say that these are not necessary.
1
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The Idea of a Christian Society (1939) as quoted.
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There are indeed severe situations that are undeniably – or at least, arguably -- the result of past systemic
Racism, including urban housing de facto segregation and the ways in which that and other factors in which
race undoubtedly played a part have led to a largely African American underclass in terms of economics and
education and family life. These are problems that are our problems, and I do not suggest we ignore them.
But simply – though those making the charge would take great umbrage at my using that adverb – simply
calling them systemic is a cop out; they cannot be eradicated or reduced by systems, they can only be
improved by people, and until fewer people are guilty of the sin of Racism, progress will not be secure.
I am openly contemptuous of those who wish to proclaim people of faith superstitious or the like yet proclaim
great virtue for themselves, for without faith in a law giver, who is to say what is virtuous or non-virtuous, sin or
...
But for people of faith, seeking to follow God’s law is the way in which we overcome our own personal sin and
model for others how to behave in a way consistent with God’s justice.
I do not often talk about sin, and as I say, it is because “there are limits to my hypocrisy.” I am a sinner, and my
sin is of more concern to me than the sin of some other guy, whether that denies me the luxury of selfrighteousness or not. But I do talk about trying to let the Jesus we carry inside of us be seen by others as the
way of improving their lives, and one of the ways He can be seen is by our regarding, and thus treating, every
other human being as a fellow child of God . . . and by demanding that of all with whom we come in contact, by
all whom we support at the polls, by all who deal with our children or grandchildren.
There are no qualifications to “Love your neighbor as yourself,” or, my preferred way to translate the difficult
Hebrew, “Love your neighbor as God has loved you.” “Be they yellow, black or white, they are precious in His
sight; Jesus loves the little children of the world!” True when I was seven, true in my seventies.
Blessings,

John

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
0
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Florence:
Aggie Eeg’s nephew, Philip Ross, Bob & Joan’s friends Janet Ford & Lois,
Judy Nelson’s sister Deb and Johnny, John Guy, Don Balsley (Suzan
Forrest), Suzanne Tinka, Mary’s Methodist minister (Lisa) cousin’s
husband (Rodney) Throat cancer), Ed Demar, Donna Studer, Jonathan,
Art and Shirley Colley, Dave Baier, Kurt Brummage, Ray Hyppa, Lew and
Delores Moon, Granddaughter Libby, Peggy and Neil Rathke, Bob
Sherman, Allen Saunders, Gary Liedl, Ethel, David, Ira Cohen, Mindy,
and granddaughter, Kaylie, Phyllis Carlson, Maria, Ann Schneider, BJ,
John Buttram, Connie Stephens, Mark Stephens, Pat Reed, Miriam Reid,
Verna Boyle, Barb Newman, Margie’s cousin, Melissa Artis Fletcher, Hilde
Major, Pat Vucson and her and Ron’s grandson, Linda Ernst, Bonnie
Brunner, Myrna Leef, Muriel Marsteller, Lois Kuder, Joann and JL Hooper,
Denise and Larry Kollert, Joyce and her family, Tracy Grubb, Taren,
Peggy, Steve, David, Diane Wilde
Coolidge:
Pete, Rose and family, Grace Gorman; David Wuertz; Candy Walker
Erin Young (Janice Cockrill’s niece), Pauline, Bob and Doreen Stephens,
Pat Dixon and Smitty, Karen Anderson, Sean, Ashton Thomas, Skip
COVID-19: Navajo Nation and all those in hospital, those who have lost
loved ones, all of your children to be spared and world resume some
normality.
A nation torn apart over politics and race and other factors that should not
overcome what is shared.
Healthcare workers and Police, fire, emergency workers.
People of Hong Kong.
Peace, justice, freedom, joy a”
nd abundance for all of God’s children.
If there is anyone you would like added to the prayer chain, please contact
Patty Hyyppa at 303-941-4893
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WHOS WHO AT THE PRESB.
MEET YOUR CHURCH FAMILY

CHURCH LOGO??

MEET

Are you aware that our Church has a logo? This
can be found on our website.

HEIDI LOWE
EVANGELISM, WEBSITE,
NEWSETTER, FACEBOOK

What did/do you do for a living?
Former Program Assistant for Central Arizona
College, Recruiter for Dept. of Justice
Where is your hometown?
Westerly, RI, Currently Florence
What do you like to do your leisure time?
Read, Cross stitch, music, play with my cats, get
tattoos
What is your favorite food?
Chicken, mashed potatoes, corn, and cranberry
sauce.
What is your favorite hymn and Bible verse?
Just As I Am. Matthew 11:28 Come to me, all you
who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest.
What does this church mean to you?
Family, friendship, acceptance, love, fellowship,
serving God

www.florenceazchurch.org

Many other interesting items cam be found on
the website: previous years newsletter, past
sermons, events, calendar, and even a way to
donate online. Come check it out!!
WHOS WHO AT THE PRESB.
MEET YOUR CHURCH FAMILY

MEET
LAURA HOFFMANN
FELLOWSHIP

What did/do you do for a living?
I was a store clerk, a truck driver a DOC kitchen
worker and a coal miner.
Where is your hometown?
Normal, Illinois. Currently Florence.
What do you like to do your leisure time?
Read, peruse internet articles, politics, religion,
understanding America
What is your favorite food?
Sausage and pepperoni pizza with extra cheese
What is your favorite hymn and Bible verse?
The Water Song. Isaiah 45: Bare knuckle message.
He had just one message: God will not always
wink at wrong. When Isiah saw God all he could
do was beg for mercy.
What does this church mean to you?
God’s word, fellowship.

Saturday Virtual Fellowship
Please join us for a relaxed discussion and
fellowship Saturdays at 4:00 pm MST
John will send out an email with a link to connect
to ZOOM to attend.
If you do not receive this email and would like to
attend, please let us know.
It is a great way to reconnect with friends in the
church.
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MISSION MOMENTS
We have started up the hygiene bank again. It will be September 9, 2020 at
9:00 am to 10:00 am in the parking lot at the church for a drive thru.
Thanks so much for those that have donated money or product. We have
the best places to buy product: Dollar Tree or Dollar General. Here is a list
This Photo by
of what we put in the bags. If you would like to donate items, please drop
them off at the church with Beth. Call first to make sure she’s there.
ShaRon
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Bath Tissue
Laundry Soap
Dryer Sheets
Bar Soap
Hand Soap
Shampoo

Woman’s deodorant
Men’s deodorant
Razors
Shaving cream
Toothpaste

Hi from the Mission Committee. We wanted to let everyone know what our Church Presbyterian missions are
supporting.
The three projects/charities are:
❖ APRIL- One Great Hour of Sharing,
❖ MAY- Pentecost
❖ DECEMBER - Christmas Joy.
❖
If you wish to support any of these, you can contribute at any time by using the website or your church
offering envelope. Please indicate Missions on the envelope.
As these months approach, we will put a reminder in the bulletin and in the newsletter so you can plan any
donations.
Thanks for your support:
Mary Palmer
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The Road to Character
by David Brooks (2015)
Five years later following the publication of this book review, it appears to also be relevant in 2020 when
Covid-19 is sweeping the world and the American presidential election is just several weeks away. Various
forms of quarantine have limited personal contact and provided for opportunities for selfreflection. Concurring and opposing views by candidates raise questions, not only of competence but of
character, the subject of Brooks’ examination a seen below, once again.
The eleven mini-biographies inspire the reader, not by what each character does, but by what each character is the internal workings of their gifted minds, and the hearts committed to living lives that develop into greatness
by dint of self-control, personal sacrifice, and ordered and focused intentions.
All were on the Road to Character, and for some the starting line was one of total self-centeredness, despicable
behavior, or ego-centric visions of success.
Extensive footnotes for each chapter give the reader opportunities for exploring in greater depth biographies and
publications of each of the personalities Brooks examines.
For generations the question has been asked, “What’s wrong with our kids?” Brooks observes that the world
view of today’s youth is: “…the self is about talent, not character.” “Morality has been replaced by
utility.” We live in a conflicted culture of Little ME vs. Big ME, of Adam I (prideful, aggressively seeking
dominance, control, and success) vs. Adam II (humble, self-denying, receptive to the guidance of a Higher
Power). Brooks notes that technology creates “a falsely upbeat, slightly over-exuberant self that can be famous
first in a small sphere and then, with luck, in a larger one.”
Brooks’ mini-biographies are interspersed with his observations of character development (or demise), with sin
and limitations running through our lives. He denies the “New Age” concept that we are all filled with
goodness.
For clergy and counselors this book provides a provocative list of love descriptions—about falling in, falling
out, finding or losing—that universal human expression that is so often distorted or conflicted by those who are
seeking marriage or divorce.
This book is so rich in descriptive narrations and embellished by quotes of so many other authors, it is being reread by this writer.
Judith Johnston
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In a Different Voice
(A monthly column written and submitted by Judith Johnson)
Strange, interesting, weird, charming scary – as America becomes increasingly diverse, we are
confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our ways. Yet, God seems to have spoken to
His children in many different places at vastly different times. Some of these diverse views will be
featured each month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other spiritual writings and to open us up
to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.
ONE EVENING, AN ELDERLY CHEROKEE BRAVE TOLD HIS GRANDSON ABOUT A BATTLE THAT
GOES ON INSIDE PEOPLE.
HE SAID "MY SON, THE BATTLE IS BETWEEN TWO WOLVES INSIDE US ALL. ONE IS EVIL. IT IS
ANGER, ENVY, JEALOUSY, SORROW, REGRET, GREED, ARROGANCE, SELF-PITY, GUILT,
RESENTMENT, INFERIORITY, LIES, FALSE PRIDE, SUPERIORITY, AND EGO.
“THE OTHER IS GOOD. IT IS JOY, PEACE, LOVE, HOPE, SERENITY, HUMILITY, KINDNESS,
BENEVOLENCE, EMPATHY, GENEROSITY, TRUTH, COMPASSION AND FAITH."
THE GRANDSON THOUGHT ABOUT IT FOR A MINUTE AND THEN ASKED HIS GRANDFATHER,
"WHICH WOLF WINS?" THE OLD CHEROKEE SIMPLY REPLIED,
"THE ONE THAT YOU FEED."

You will never do anything in this world without courage. It is the greatest quality of the
mind next to honor. Aristotle, 384 – 322 B.C.
Nothing is enough for the man [or woman] to whom enough is too little.

Epicurus,

321-

271 B.C.
It is better to conquer yourself than to win a thousand battles. Then the victory is yours. It cannot be taken from
you, not by angels or by demons, heaven or hell.
Buddha, 563-483 B.C.
Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.
St. Paul, Romans 14:19

“We still do not know when we can resume regular worship”

8

6.
8.
8.
14.
17.
18.
21.
25.
25.
30.

John Guy
Jean Askov
Mark Stevens
Kurt Brumage
Max Hart
BJ Tyree
Betty Hamilton
Linda Ernst
Robert Phillips
Junior Hiller

14.
14.
18.

Art & Shirley Colley
Mark and Connie Stevens
Larry and BJ Tyree

**Please let me know if I missed your Birthday or Anniversary or have the wrong date. Thanks
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Addition: The article in last month’s newsletter titled, “August”, was submitted by Lew Moon.
******************************************************************************************
Subject: Poem
submitted by
Mariam Reed
A man went to the Great Lakes Military Cemetery. He took some pictures while reflecting on what’s going on
in our country today. Then he wrote this simple poem:
I don’t see any color here,
The headstones look the same,
No black no brown no white skin tone,
There’s no one here to blame.
These soldiers fought and died for you,
Their color you can’t see
Your rights are still protected,
Here’s the place to take a knee
******************************************************************************************
The church is struck by lightning. The insurance company refuses to pay out for damages incurred, as there is a
specific disclaimer clause for "An act of God", which, amongst others, lightning is classified as. The priest goes
to every household and asks for a donation to rebuild the church. One Christian farmer protested, "I'm sorry,
Pastor, but I can't give money to Somebody who set His own house alight

One day a young teen was in a church for the first time and he got a seat next to a not-so-good-looking
woman. The pastor was preaching, and he said: "Tell your neighbour how beautiful they are" and the boy
stood up and said pastor "How can you expect me to lie in a church?"
****************************************************************************
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New 2020 Church Directory
By Beth Harmon
Many of you have received either by email, hand delivery or snail mail the preliminary 2020 First Presbyterian
Church of Florence Directory. If you did not receive a directory and would like to receive one, please call the
church at 520-868-5634 or my cell phone (317-289-7067) and leave a message with your name, phone number
and if you want it sent email or snail mail. I will return the call as soon as possible.
While I would be happy to hand deliver to you personally to some of the northern locations, to get out of this
AZ heat wave, I’m afraid with COVID19 still very present, and lack of financial resources available to me to
travel the country, I will not be able to deliver personally to any of you outside the 85132 zip code!
For those of you who did receive it, please verify all of your information to make sure it is correct. If we are
missing information, such as birthday, anniversary date, 2nd place of residence, cell phone numbers, emails,
etc. Please call or send an email (florencepresby1@icloud.com) with the additional information. That applies
to pictures as well. Send a picture either by email or snail mail (First Presbyterian Church of Florence, PO Box
950. Florence AZ 85132), or if you are local, we can make arrangements to take a new picture.
The finalized directory will be sent out later in the year after all additions and corrections have been received
and made. Thank you for your help in completing the original forms and feedback on additions and/or
corrections. The directory is a wonderful help in keeping us in contact with each other.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT? How is having COVID 19 going to personally change our lives?
Sandra Saunders
Will you still be happy to see us? Or will those little niggling doubts start wiggling around in your thoughts?
“Are they safe? Are they sure they no longer have it? Can we still catch it from them even though their tests
are now negative?” We understand your doubts and concerns because we have them too. We don’t ever
want to give this to anyone.
Will you be happy to see us or would you prefer we pass you by this trip and hope for a better time? There is
no right or wrong answer. The only correct answer is the one that is right for you.
Will you be happy to see us? Only you can say, and we will honor your decision with no hurt feelings. We
don’t ever want to put you in the position that you would feel uncomfortable seeing us. Eventually another
time will present itself.
So please, if you are not comfortable seeing us, please say so and we will try for another time down the
road. In the meantime, know that we love you and respect your decision.
So yes, having COVID 19 is definitely changing how we will live our lives.

Proverbs 3:5-6. "Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your
ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
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Power Outages
What dreaded words are “power outage”? In AZ the reason is very seldom ice or snow as it is for those living
in the north, but winds and other unknown reasons have their own way of presenting themselves. A couple of
weeks ago, the power was out in Florence Gardens for about 18 hours. As you know, without electricity, air
conditioners do not work very well. It got pretty hot and sticky (a voice of experience).
While we cannot do anything for those outside of the Florence area to help, we have come up with a plan to
possibly help those in Florence. The town of Florence gets electricity from APS. Those of us living in Florence
Gardens and other outlying areas do not. The suggested plan is that in the event APS has electricity which
means the church has electricity, but other areas do not, we will open the church for the church family to
come and wait at the church for the power to be restored. Since it isn’t uncommon for the power to be off for
short periods of time or for a planned outage, the plan is that when the power has been off for an hour or
more, the church will be open to come and hang out, with social distancing being followed and masks if
deemed necessary. Before making a trip to the church please call Beth Harmon (317-289-7067) or Tom
Harmon (317-289-7204) to make sure the church has been opened. If you get a busy signal, keep trying,
because others may be checking as well.
This does not provide a plan to help when APS has a power outage. I am not sure how often that occurs, but
perhaps individuals outside of the APS coverage would be willing to host one or two “visitors” who are
experiencing a power outage from APS. You may want to think about making prior arrangements with others
to offer assistance or to find someone who lives relatively close by where you could go to hang out
temporarily.
We pray that we will not need to implement this plan, but as the old saying goes, “an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure” and a place with air conditioning would definitely be welcome during an extended
power outage. With the arrival of the 2020 directory, it should be easier to contact others to set up possible
ways to help each other out in times of power outages. If you don’t have a new directory see the article in this
newsletter for information.

ATTENTION PLEASE!!
DISCLAIMER

IF YOU WISH TO HAVE
SOMETHING PUT IN THE
NEWSLETTER, PLEASE SEND
IT TO
newsletter225@yahoo.com

Articles shared or written by
individuals are not necessarily
the views or opinions of the
church. If you have something
you would like to share or
something you have written, I
would be happy to include them
in the newsletter. All shared or
written articles will be attributed
to the person who sent them in.

Please be careful of copyrighted
material.
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September 2020
Subject to change

Attending (Worship) requires use of face masks, social distancing, and your own
discretion.
Sermons will be available on the church web site (florenceazchurch.com), YouTube
(First Presbyterian Church of Florence) and 1 Presbyterian Church of Florence
Facebook page.
st

*Virtual Fellowship Hour every Sat. 4:00pm MST (6:00 pm CDT, 7:00 pm EDT,
4:00 pm PDT).

1st Presbyterian Church of Florence, Arizona
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

2

Thursday
3

Friday

Saturday
4

World Day of Prayer for the
Care of Creation

6
14th Sunday after Pentecost
Season of Peace begins
John Guy – B/D

7
Labor Day

13

8
Jean Askov – B/D
Mark Stephens – B/D

14

9

20
16h Sunday after Pentecost
Communion

27

10

15

16

21

22

23

Native American Day

28

17

24

18
BJ Tyree B/D
Larry & BJ Tyree
Anniv

19
*Virtual Social Hour
4:00 pm MST

25
Session Meeting
11:00 AM
Linda Ernst – B/D
Robert Phillips –
B/D

29

17th Sunday after Pntecost

12
*Virtual Social Hour
4:00 pm MST

Marc Hart B/D

International Day of Peace
Betty Hamilton – B/D

11

Hygiene Bank 9:00 –
10:00 A

Art & Shirley Colley – Anniv
Mark & Connie Stephens – Anniv
Kurt Brumage B/D

15th Sunday after Pentecost

5
*Virtual Social Hour
4:00 pm MST

26
*Virtual Social Hour
4:00 pm MST

30
Junior Hiller B/D

Activities marked with TBD may or may not occur due to the corona virus. Please check with the church office at 480-868-5634 on Tues or Thurs from 8:30 – 12:30 before attending
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First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 950
225 East Butte
Florence, AZ 85132

The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Florence
is to share Jesus Christ through word and action
with all those whose lives we can touch.
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