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From the pastor . . .
We are nearing the end of one ecclesiastical (“Church”) year and about to enter a new, but that ending and that beginning do not
coincide with the calendar year. The New Year begins always with the first Sunday of Advent, which, counting back, is the fourth
Sunday from Christmas – which itself is on a Monday this year, such that there is space in December for four Sundays before
Christmas.
It makes sense to start the church year with the anticipation of Jesus’ birth, but I want to look instead at the end or close of the Church
year, or, to be more particular, the last Sunday of the Church year, which is called “Christ the King” or “Reign of Christ” Sunday. It
looks forward not to a new year, but to a new age, one not of this world. . . and tends to get lost in the shuffle of Thanksgiving (which
is secular, it is true, but for all believers should be religious at its core) and Advent/Christmas.
With each new Church year, we begin a new Lectionary year. As I have written and spoken before, the Lectionary (from the word that
means “read”) is a three-year cycle of Bible readings for worship based each of those years on one of the three synoptic (“seen
together”) versions of the Gospel; we are ending Year A, based on Matthew, and entering Year B, based on Mark. (Which always
presents a preaching challenge during Year B Advents; Mark begins with the baptism of Jesus and makes no mention whatsoever of
his birth.); Year C features Luke. (Like many if not most, I find convincing that the writers of Matthew and Luke used Mark as their
major source of information on Jesus.) Readings from the fourth and very different version of the Gospel, John, appear at times in
each of the three years.
As we rush to a close, I fear it is too easy to under-emphasize two powerful messages Jesus gives in Matthew, one the last week of his
life, one post-resurrection.
The former is best summarized by these two contrasting statements:
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you
did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ “(25:37-40)
“Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,
and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to me.’ “ (25:44-45)
There is nothing I need to add; I think the message is quite clear, both for how we live our life as His Church in this new age -- and for
how each of us lives his or her life as a would-be-Christian.
The second, the post-resurrection statement, I use often and it bears repeating:
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.” (28:19-20)
[all quotes are from the New Revised Standard Version]
This is known as “The Great Commission,” and it is given to us as His Church. Notice we are the addressees; we are instructed to go
forth, not to sit and watch; we are to help bring about the “new age” to which “Christ the King” Sunday is directed.
It is a challenge. We are small as a church within His Church; as individuals, most of us are not young; we are not worldly rich. All
true, but Jesus does not say, “If you feel like it” or even, “If you are able.”
December 3 we shall begin the wonderful season of Advent and of the joyful celebration of Christmas it portends, but would we not
want others to see in that season and the Christmas event all that we see in it? Guess what: That is what we are, in effect, told to do in
“the Great Commission,” to make disciples.
Let’s not quit trying. Let’s please the King.

John
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Accolades to Lisa Kelly on her election to the Florence High School Athletics “Hall of Fame.”

A visiting Preacher was attending a men’s breakfast in Ohio farm country. He asked one
of the impressive older farmers in attendance to say grace that morning. After all were seated,
the older farmer began------ “Lord, I hate buttermilk. "The Preacher opened one eye and
wondered to himself where this was going. Then the farmer loudly proclaimed, “Lord, I hate
lard." Now the Preacher was overly worried.
However without missing a beat, the farmer prayed on, "And Lord, you know I don't care much
for raw white flour." Just as the Preacher was ready to stand and stop everything, the farmer
continued, "But when you mix 'em all together and bake 'em up, I do love fresh biscuits. So
Lord, when things come up we don't like, when life gets hard. when we just don't understand
what you are sayin' to us, we just need to relax and wait 'till You are done mixin' and probably
it will be somethin' even better than biscuits. Amen."
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“
Pray for: Denise Montijo and Robin Baca of food bank in Florence, Bob Goree,
Krista Johnson, Pete, Rose, Elizabeth, Pauline, Phyllis Mikles, Bob and Doreen
Stephens, Phyllis Carlson’s niece, Virginia very serious condition, Skip Blanchard,
Charles Askov, Gary Ellsworth, Ann Schneider, BJ Brown-Ferguson, Nancy, Clancy,
Carrie Bohlander, Dick and Flory Bondelid, John Buttram, Kathy Jordan, Connie
Stephens, Margie’s cousin, Melissa, Lew Moon, Pat Vucson, Bonnie Brunner,
Libby Gratz, Muriel Marsteller, Maggie Schulz and daughter, Bev, diagnosed with
cancer in lungs, Lois Kuder, Joann and JL Hooper, Denise and Larry Kollert, Joyce
and her family, Joann Serra, Patricia, Peggy

Our Church and our Country in these troubled times

November
10.

Rosanna Ringer

13.

Charles Askovl

15.

Gary Ellsworth

18.

Deb Rice

19.

Janice Akin

20.

Wanda Henson

25.

Kortney Bahme

26.

Joann Hooper

29.

Les Kelm

30.

Richard Powell

November
10.

Billy & Vicky Bahme
Please let me know your anniversary.

DISCLAIMER
Articles shared or written by
individuals are not necessarily the
views or opinions of the church.
If you have something you would
like to share or something you have
written, I would be happy to include
them in the newsletter.
All shared or written articles will be
attributed to the person who sent
them in.

Please let me know if I missed your Birthday or
have the wrong date. Thanks.

ATTENTION PLEASE!!

Please be careful of copyrighted
material.

IF YOU WISH TO HAVE SOMETHING
PUT IN THE NEWSLETTER, PLEASE
SEND IT TO newsletter225@yahoo.com
DO NOT SEND IT TO MY PERSONAL
EMAIL ADDRESS.
THANK YOU!!!!!!

Thank you, Sandra Saunders….
Newsletter Editor
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Walking on Water
Reflections on Faith and Art
By

Madeleine L’Engle
Pronounced LENG-el, Madeleine calls us, as one critic wrote, “to become what, in truth, we
already are: creative image bearers of the God who first revealed himself as an Artist.”
The twelve essays in this short book reflect L’Engle’s philosophy regarding God, religion, the creative
process, and most strikingly her definition of Christian art. It is assumed by many that “Christian art”
is a work by a Christian and deals with Christ, the saints, the Holy Family, God, or some biblically
based struggle between good and evil.
She eloquently argues that all good art, be it music, dance, literature, painting, or sculpture, is an
affirmation of life and a rebuttal of death—which is the core of the Christian message. That God
comes to us from all directions if we don’t put gates on the paths. That God chooses who shall be
gifted to tell His story, sometimes in works that initially may appear to have a questionable moral
stance. Also His story is often told through the creativity of unknowns like ourselves whose “art” is in
serving, bringing focus to our many callings by the Creator of the Universe.
L’Engle assures us that we all know much more than we think we do when we contemplate some
creative act, some daring activity. She reminds us of Peter. He “knew” how to walk on water and
stepped out boldly towards Christ. It was a moment of doubt that caused him to “forget” how to walk
on water. It is doubt and cynicism that keep us from being the artists God intends us to be.
And He said, “Come!” And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.
12:29

Matt.

Thank you all who have donated change for the change jars.
We have collected over $189.00 towards our Mission
projects, which include the Hygiene Bank, and Thanksgiving
and Christmas Boxers. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
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In a Different Voice
(A monthly column written and submitted by Judith Johnston)

Strange, interesting, weird, charming, scary—as America becomes increasingly
diverse, we are confronted by more & more people whose ways are not our
ways. Yet, God seems to have spoken to His children in many different places
at very different times. Some of these diverse views will be featured each
month to encourage a healthy curiosity about other spiritual writings and to
open us up to possibilities for a larger spiritual awareness.

"All the stones that are around here, each one has a language of its own. Even the earth has
a song."
Wallace Black Elk, LAKOTA
Talapas (Creator) gave life to the surface of the Earth. It grew in abundance.

Chinook Creation Story

I have created men, high and low, that they may worship Me.

Koran 51:57

Vishnu spoke to his servant: ‘It is time to begin.’ Brahma bowed. Vishnu commanded: ‘Create
the World.’ Brahma split the lotus flower into three. He stretched one part into the heavens.
He made another part into the earth. With the third part of the flower he created the skies.
The earth was bare. Brahma set to work. He created grass, flowers, trees and plants of all
kinds. To these he gave feeling. Next he created the animals and the insects to live on the
land. He made birds to fly in the air and many fish to swim in the sea. To all these creatures,
he gave the senses of touch and smell. He gave them power to see, hear and move.
The world was soon bristling with life and the air was filled with the sounds of Brahma’s
creation.
One of several Hindu creation stories
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female
he created them. And God blessed them….
Genesis 1: 27 – 28a
Psalms 51:10

Create in me a clean heart, O God.

Therefore, if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold,
new things have come.
2 Corinthians 5:17

Thanksgiving Prayer
“Father, bless us according to our thanklessness, lest Thou bless us according to our thankfulness, and we
starve.” --Anonymous
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Sign-up Sheet for Veteran’s Luncheon located in Hannah Hall
Looking for: Baked Beans, Potato Salad, Tossed Salad, and Jell-O Salad
Set up: November 10 at 10:00 am and November 11 at 9:00 am Volunteers needed

Out of the Mouths of Babes
Joan Turner of Middletown, RI, recalls that she was at the bech with her children when her four-year-old
son ran up to her, grabbed her hand, and led her to the shore, where a sea gull lay dead in the sand.
“Mommy, what happened to him?” the little boy asked.
“He died and went to heaqven.” The mother replied.
The boy thought a moment and then said: “And God threw him back down?”
(Holy Humor, Carl & Rose Samra)
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“Christ came to bring joy: joy to children, joy to parents, joy to families and to friends, joy
to workers and to scholars, joy to the sick and joy to the elderly, joy to all humanity. In a
true sense, joy is the keynote of the Christian message and the recurring motif of the
Gospels…Be messengers of joy.”
Pope John Paul II
The Times of the Spirit
Fullness of Joy
Rev. Charles F Foster, a 75 year-old retired pastor in Wellsboro, Pennsylvania, composed this poem,
which he says can be sung to the tune of “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.”
Joy that comes in knowing Jesus,
Joy the Spirit brings to me;
For the Spirit glorifies Him;
Takes of Him and shows it me,
Joy that comes in birth from sorrow;
Dark the day of Calvary
Out of death and suffering anguish
Comes the joy of souls set free.
Though disciples sorrowed greatly
And the world rejoiced that day,
Through the Resurrected Savior
Comes the joy none takes away.
Joy abundant, satisfying,
Joys that overflow the brim,
When we ask of God the Father,
And received it all through Him.
Joy that’s based on knowing Jesus’
Incarnation, life and death,
Resurrection and ascension,
Holy Spirit’s living breath.
Oh, the peace in knowing Jesus
In a world of sin and strife:
Victor over all the evil
Of the world through endless life!
--John 16: 12-33
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November 2017
Mon

5
31st Sun in
Ordinary Time
Josh. 3:1-17
Ps. 107:1-7, 33-37
I Thes. 2:9-13
Matt. 23:1-12
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Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

8

9

10
Women’s
Luncheon
11:30 Old
Pueblo

7

1:00-2:00
Hygiene
Bank
7 pm Al-Anon

Sat
4

11
Veteran’s
Day
Luncheon

Set-up 9:00

12
32nd Sun in
Ordinary Time
Josh. 24:1-3a,
14-25
Ps. 78:1-7
I Thes. 4: 132-18
Matt. 25:1-13

19

13

20

7 pm Al-Anon

26

15

16

17

18

21

22

23

24

25

Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving

7 pm Al-Anon

33rd Sun in
Ordinary Time
Judges 4:1-7
Ps. 123
I Thes. 5-1-11
Matt. 25:14-30

Christ the
King/Reign of
Christ
Ezek. 34:11-16
20-24
Ps. 100
Eph. 1:15-23
Matt. 25:31-46

14

27

Session
Meeting
4:30
Thanksgiving
Baskets 9:00
Volunteers
needed

Eve Service
7:00 pm

28

29

30

7 pm Al-Anon

December Upcoming dates: December 5 or 6th: Stable Set-up. December 16: Live Nativity
December 21: Christmas baskets. Volunteers needed.
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First Presbyterian Church
Box 950
225 E. Butte
Florence AZ 85132

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Florence
Is to share Jesus Christ through word and action
with all whose lives we can touch.
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