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From the pastor . . .
Patricia and I are back from the longest vacation I have ever taken, both in terms of time and, I am pretty sure, miles
traveled: we were gone just over three weeks to Korea, Mongolia, and China – including Tibet.
Fabulous places, but when the tour guide asked me what I enjoyed most, my answer was, “the encounter with people.”
The groom of a wedding couple in a marketplace in Lhasa, Tibet, wanted to take a “selfie” of the couple with me; Patricia
played with kids in a kindergarten in a town “relocated” by the Three Gorges Dam Project on the Yangtze River in China;
and I drank fermented camel’s milk in a tent in Mongolia before riding one of the tent owner’s camels! -- but what I think
might have been the most meaningful encounter was the second of two encounters.
Allow me to explain what I described to worshippers on September 17.
In Shanghai, China – a mind-bogglingly beautiful and large city that might be my new favorite, -- our fourteen-person party
visited a celebrated garden. China has 1.4 billion people, so, not surprisingly, most of the tourists one encounters are
Chinese, but I noticed a group of Muslim tourists who were clearly not Chinese. I approached about three men and asked
from whence they came. “Iran, and you?” “US.” We shook hands warmly and I commented that it was a shame we could
not visit each other’s countries the way we once could.
And we went on our ways.
Well over an hour later, Patricia and I were walking down a street some distance outside the garden when I saw, coming
toward us, one of the men with whom I had shaken hands accompanied by his wife, head-scarf and all. Not only did he
smile and wave as he approached, but his wife came toward me holding out her hand wanting herself to be able to shake
mine and to meet me. I, of course, gladly accommodated, and wished them well as we went on in our opposite directions.
Opposite directions, but common humanity.
I was incredibly emotionally moved by this experience, and most of you know that it is usually thoughts and not emotions
that control this left-brained former engineer-physicist, not emotions. “How we humans foul things up,” I thought and later
said aloud to Patricia; “We are all children of God. Why do our leaders allow so many things to divide us?”
“Sin” is the answer, and though we all are sinners, it is unfortunate that the sins of some affect so many others. We were
not in Seoul, Korea, long enough for me to take the half-day journey to the Demilitarized Zone and back, but the
horrendous threat inflicted on the people of Seoul by all the artillery directed toward them is the result of sin, the selfish
determination of those in power in North Korea to remain in power no matter the condition of the North Korean people,
little more. In China, for which it is fairly obvious communistic socialism has long been abandoned, the restrictions on
political freedom serve to preserve in power the Communist Party and nothing else. For both North Korea and for China,
one does not get the sense that it is some ideal they seek to serve that leads to this determination for self-preservation.
Of course, in our democracy, the politician’s primary concern is to be re-elected.
The Iranian situation is more difficult and points to the sin that I say characterizes two of the Yahwist’s stories in Genesis,
that of Adam and Eve in the Garden and of the builders of the Tower of Babel: hubris. Hubris, which in that context I
define as thinking that we are as wise and competent as God. Putting the best possible spin on the Ayatollahs’ control of
Iran and use of the Revolutionary Guard, they believe that they are indispensable to doing God’s work -- to preserve or to
follow the will of Allah, God.
Christians, too, can be guilty of this same hubris; we hear and see that in the public square and in denominational and
other arenas: “I understand what God wants and you do not.”
We are all children of God, and at least we Christians understand – no, we Christians should understand – that we are not
so wise or competent as God, but that we are indeed sinners ourselves. Whether they talk in such terms or not, our
Jewish brothers and sisters must understand this, for as the beautiful Psalm 130 tells us, “If you, O Lord, should mark
iniquities, Lord who could stand?”
Sin characterizes all humans and should lead us away from hubris – but so does being a child of God characterize all
humans, no matter their nationality or religion, if any.
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Where am I going with this? There is a reason that in our pastoral prayer I often say that, “We pray for the day when all
might know the freedom and justice and abundance that we find in Jesus Christ.” I say that, because I am sure that is
what God wants for all those whom God has created.
And to try to take Jesus Christ into a world that so badly needs what he alone can provide is THE reason for being His
Church.
May all God’s children have those needs fulfilled.

John

YOU SAY…

GOD SAYS…

YOU SAY

GOD SAYS

BIBLE VERSES

I can’t figure it out .
I’m too tired .
It’s impossible.
Nobody loves me.
I can’t forgive myself.
It’s not worth it.
I’m not smart enough.
I’m not able.
I can’t go on.
I can’t do it.
I can’t manage.
I’m afraid.
I feel all alone.

I will direct your steps.
I will give you rest.
All things are possible.
I love you.
I forgive you.
It will be worth it.
I will give you wisdom.
I am able.
My grace is sufficient.
You can do all things.
I will supply all your needs.
I have not given you fear.
I will never leave you.

Proverbs 3:5-6
Matthew 11:28-30
Luke 18:27
John 3:16
Romans 8:1
Romans 8:28
I Corinthians 1:30
II Corinthians 9:8
II Corinthians 12:9
Philippians 4:13
Philippians 4:19
II Timothy 1:7
Hebrews 13:5
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“
Pray for: Charles Askov, Skip Blanchard (Coolidge), Nancy, Clancy, Carrie
Bohlander, Dick and Florey Bondelid, B-J Brown-Ferguson and her sister,
Sue, Bonnie Brunner, John Buttram, Phyllis Carlson’s niece, Virginia, Art
Colley, Libby Gratz, Rose, Pete, Elizabeth Holded (Coolidge), JL and Joanne
Hooper, Wayne Jackson, Kathy Jordan, Denise and Larry, Lois Kuder, Cliff
Kuhns (on new marriage), Margie Lewis’s cousin, Muriel Marsteller, Phyllis
Mikles (Coolidge), Lew Moon, Vera (Joyce) Schell, Ann Schneider, Maggie
Schulz, Connie Stephens, Pat Vucson, Julie Wurtz (Coolidge), Shanna
Martinez (Coolidge).
Our Church and our Country in these troubled times

August
2.

Allen Saunders

12.

Bob Woodhull

14.

John Johnson

15.

SandraSaunders

20.

Shirley Colley

23.

Joe Eppinga

24.

Dennis Schmidt

25.

Dick Bondelid

30.

Char Ellsworth

August
5.

Bob & Joan Phillips
Please let me know your anniversary.

DISCLAIMER
Articles shared or written by
individuals are not necessarily the
views or opinions of the church.
If you have something you would
like to share or something you have
written, I would be happy to include
them in the newsletter.
All shared or written articles will be
attributed to the person who sent
them in.

Please let me know if I missed your Birthday or
have the wrong date. Thanks.

ATTENTION PLEASE!!

Please be careful of copyrighted
material.

IF YOU WISH TO HAVE SOMETHING
PUT IN THE NEWSLETTER, PLEASE
SEND IT TO newsletter225@yahoo.com
DO NOT SEND IT TO MY PERSONAL
EMAIL ADDRESS.
THANK YOU!!!!!!

Thank you, Sandra Saunders….
Newsletter Editor
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Community Presbyterian Church of Coolidge and First Presbyterian Church of Florence will be back to
winter hours:
Community Presbyterian of Coolidge service will begin at 9:00
First Presbyterian of Florence service will begin at 10:30

The Land Between
Finding God in Difficult Transitions
by Jeff Manion

From the book jacket: “Fear of an Uncertain Future; Unemployment; Foreclosure; Illness; Family
Crisis. Welcome to the land between: where life is not as it once was, where the future is in question.”
Manion uses the biblical story of the Israelites’ journey through the Sinai desert as a metaphor for
being in an undesired, transitional space. Their journey was not supposed to last 40 years, but
because the Israelites were constantly complaining, whining, making excuses, and deliberately
ignoring the messages God was sending through the voice of Moses, they were not spiritually or
emotionally ready for a land of Promise. They repeatedly cut themselves off from the spiritual growth
they might have attained if they had used their difficulties for transformational growth.
Manion’s real-life stories about persons encountering many varieties of hardship show how one can
make lemon aid from the lemons if one will just trust God in these situations and feel the angst
subside as one sees new possibilities, new courage, new hope.
With discussion questions provided for each chapter, The Land Between can be a useful tool, not
only for self-examination, but for study groups, moving from the whining and complaining stage of
one’s current situation to spiritual maturity that allows for the recognition of God’s love, God’s grace,
and the blessings that could not have come without that particular struggle.
Some questions Manion poses:
Were you surprised when God blessed you in a place you did not choose to be.?
How have you worked to stay faithful, trusting, and openhearted during times you have lived in the
Land Between?
How have your experiences in the Land Between shaped you into the person you are now?
With so many recent world-wide and personal catastrophes taking place, this book will certainly
provide direction and comfort for some readers.
Judith Johnston
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LOVE IS IN THE AIR
TIMES 3
HAPPY NEWS TO SHARE WITH OUR CONGREGATION - THREE GENTLEMEN IN OUR
MEMBERSHIP HAVE FOUND A LOVING COMPANION TO SHARE LIFE WITH.
CLIFF KUHNS (FORMER MEMBER) MARRIED JOYCE JUNE 11TH IN NEBRASKA
PHIL WINN (FORMER MEMBER) MARRIED SUSAN HARRIS SEPT. 9TH IN IDAHO
DICK POWELL(PRESENT MEMBER) MARRIED JACKIE SEPT. 14TH IN OUR CHURCH
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Funny Church Signs
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Sun
1

Mon
2

Tue
3

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri
6

Sat

9

10

11

12

12

13

17

18

19

20

23

24

25

26

27

30

31
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26th Sun in
Ordinary Time
Ex. 20:1-7
Ps. 78:1-4, 12-16
Phil. 2:1-13
Matt. 21:23-32

8
27th Sun in
Ordinary Time
Ex. 20:1-4, 7-9,
12-20.
Ps. 19
Phip. 3:4b-14
Matt. 21: 33-46

14
28th Sun in
Ordinary Time
Ex. 32:1-14,
Ps. 106:1-6,
19-23,
Phil. 4:1-9
Matt. 22: 1-14

21

1:00-2:00
Hygiene
Bank
7 pm Al-Anon

15

16
Session
Meeting
4:30

7 pm Al-Anon

22

29th Sun in
Ordinary Time
Ex. 33:12-23
Ps. 99:1
I Thess. 1:1-10
Matt.22: 15-22
7 pm Al-Anon

28

29

30st Sun in
Ordinary Time
Deut. 34:1-12
Ps. 90:1-6,13-17
I Thess. 2:1-8
Matt: 23: 34-46
7 pm Al-Anon
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First Presbyterian Church
Box 950
225 E. Butte
Florence AZ 85132

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The Mission of the First Presbyterian Church of Florence
Is to share Jesus Christ through word and action
with all whose lives we can touch.
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