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The case studies feature a diversity of approaches and projects which 
artists have undertaken to address and highlight the impact of the 
climate crisis and other key environment and sustainability issues.  They 
demonstrates how artists, and those who work with them, are finding a 
myriad of different ways of responding to these issues and are continually 
evolving new areas of their practice in order to achieve this. 
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LEPIDOPTERA
Edd Carr

Project Summary 
Lepidoptera is an experimental 
moving image work, exploring 
parallel narratives of butterfly 
extinction and childhood 
trauma. The work interweaves 
the life cycle of a butterfly and 
insights into the ecological 
and climate crisis with archival 
footage of my childhood, 
through the lens of hand-
printed animation. The entire 
film uses a variety of analogue 
and photographic processes; 
around 2600 individual images 
in total. It was commissioned 
for the Tetley PANIC! Scheme, 
which, during the pandemic, 
supported artists whose 
practice engaged with radical 
methods and ideas.

My grandmother held a degree 
in entomology, so from a 
young age I’ve appreciated 
the beauty of butterflies and 
their importance as pollinators. 
Growing up in rural North 
Yorkshire, I was familiar with 
the local species and I’m aware 
of the numerous threats to their 
existence. Drawing on my own 
history of childhood trauma as a 
way to experience the trauma of 
butterfly extinction, the film is 
an attempt at healing through 
mutual understanding. 

Aims & Objectives
I adapt and innovate 
sustainable alternatives to 
photographic processes, to 
create moving image works 
that explore our relationship 
to the ecological crisis and 
Sixth Mass Extinction and the 
generational trauma that exists 
as a result. I attempt to bridge 
the reality of nature and the 
decontextualised world of the 
screen. My creative process is 
a relentless attempt to weave 
a living link between the 
abstraction of visual media and 
the actuality of existence. 

The ecological crisis is integral 
to my practice on a conceptual 
level. I focus on the emotional 
impact of the times we are 
living through as I feel this is 
often overlooked in favour of 
an emphasis on the science 
and statistics, which can be 
alienating for many. I therefore 
attempt to subvert familiar 
environment art practice, 
instead drawing parallels 
between human emotional 
experiences, the experience of 
the ecological crisis and our 
existence within the fragile web 
of life.

Forging a material link between 
my conceptual ideas, video 
work and the living world is 

Stills from LEPIDOPTERA 
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also essential to my practice. It informs my 
commitment to my work with the Sustainable 
Darkroom, and a low-toxic moving image practice. 
Seeing the nonhuman as collaborators, I involve 
them in the production process using a variety of 
methods, some of which I have newly innovated. 
These include: developing 8mm stock in plant-
based chemistries; creating plant emulsion for 
printing footage; printing on soil and wood 
collected from post-industrial sites; degrading 
frames with rainwater; hand-colouring frames 
with foraged plants.

Partners/Collaboration
Sound artist Lucy Johnson created the audio for 
Lepidoptera, layering different piano textures 
and electronic sounds to echo the different print 
techniques used throughout the film.

Audience
Lepidoptera was screened at The Tetley in Leeds 
and online as part of the PANIC! Programme. It 
has also appeared online as part of a curated 
collection on Cryptofiction, and at Agitate in 
Edinburgh.

Skills
I expanded my animation skillset by innovating 
and using a variety of different techniques. In 
addition, through the research I enhanced my 
knowledge of butterflies and the various threats 
that they face. 

Development
I tried to create a work that negotiated the line 
between informing the viewer about a specific 
issue, and the emotional experience of childhood 
trauma. The work allowed me space to process my 

Still from LEPIDOPTERA

https://www.instagram.com/northernsustainabledarkroom/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/northernsustainabledarkroom/?hl=en
https://thetetley.org/about/artist-development/panic/
https://www.crypto-fiction.com/on-demand
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‘My creative process 
is a relentless attempt 
to weave a living 
link between the 
abstraction of visual 
media and the actuality 
of existence. ‘

‘Forging a material 
link between my 
conceptual ideas, video 
work and the living 
world is also essential 
to my practice.’

Still from LEPIDOPTERA

own experiences of trauma and be better placed to tackle more 
informative subjects in the future. It has directed me towards 
making works about more tangible, specific issues, such as my 
most recent work DOGS ON FIRE based on the meat industry.

DOGS ON FIRE will be the first in a trilogy exploring different 
aspects of animal violence in animal agriculture. I’m gradually 
planning a trilogy of feature length films, all situated in my home 
landscape, the North York Moors.

Environment
I believe art can communicate the emotional complexities of 
the ecological crisis lacking in our historical scientific approach. 
Fundamentally, the ecological crisis is an emotional one that can 
only truly be understood through creative practice. I also strongly 
believe committing to a certain level of ecologically conscious 
production is key for the future of all industries, including art. 

Still from LEPIDOPTERA
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