






Artists· Application 
and Selection 

The introductory day and site visit was well 

attended by thirty two artists from a wide 

range of disciplines and at various stages 

in their careers. A series of presentations 
by Chrysalis Arts and Kilkenny County 

Council staff provided information about 

the site and its history and the potential for 

site-specific artwork. Information about 

the selection process and a detailed brief 

for the project was distributed. There was 

also opportunity for informal discussion 

and questions about the project. Transport 

was provided for a site visit to Woodstock in 

the afternoon for the group which included 

a meeting with John Delaney. the 

Head Gardener. 

The project attracted considerable 

interest and, following the introductory day, 

artists were invited to submit applications, 

including initial ideas for artworks inspired 

by the site and in response to three specific 

themes identified in the brief: celebrating 

the rich botanical heritage of Woodstock, 

memory and animation and a contemporary 

response to the architectural and 

landscape features of the gardens. 

Following shortlisting and interviews. six 

artists were selected to take part in the 
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project: Gillian Campden, a painter; Philip 

Cullen, a sculptor: Carmel Cummins, a 

poet; Caroline Schofield, a textile artist: 

Deirdre Southey, a media artist; and Niamh 

White, an installation artist. Those who 

applied and were not successful were 

encouraged to visit the project and were 

offered the chance to volunteer to gain 

experience that would be relevant to them. 

One artist, Catherine Green, who did 

enthusiastically take up this offer, gained 

significant benefit from the experience and 

made a valuable contribution to the project. 

A team-building day followed 

immediately after the interviews. This 

brought the selected artists together for 

the first time and was designed as a 

brainstorming session that helped to create 

the overall shape of the project. Through 

this process, the artists chose to focus on 

two main themes: celebrating the people 

who created. restored and maintain the 

gardens. both past and present, and 

capturing a sense of the formality and 

ordered leisure of life at Woodstock in 

Victorian times, from promenading in the 

formal gardens to taking tea. From these 

themes, the idea for the Woodstock 

Promenade event evolved as the 

culmination of the project. 


































