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Aha is a full-service architecture and design counseling company.  It is a highly responsive, community-
based practice with offices on the Gulf Coast of Florida and in the Pacific Northwest.  We were founded
on the belief that the benefits of design should be available across all economic boundaries, and to act 
as a guide for individuals, organizations, and leaders to help refine and make manifest their visions.  

The name of the company was taken from the words that define us; architecture, humanity, and 
awareness.  The initials, aha, also pay tribute to the most important part of any vision; that of the 
“Eureka moment!”.  It is the finding of that moment that forms the core of all of our design work and is
the foundation upon which we use to help you grow your idea.

The firm has three missions
To give individuals, organizations and civic leaders easy access to professional design assistance 
and guide them through the normally complex design processes.  

To ease the struggle and time lag of permitting by taking point in guiding our clients through this 
morass.  Where allowed, we do jurisdictional private plan review and construction inspections in 
lieu of the City/County.

To work in congruence with our neighborhoods, local cultures and our natural world.  We provide 
assistance in helping to solve the endemic problems that are twisted through our built 
environment; the ones that serve to alienate us from our communities and our natural world.  Just
as we broker solutions between the team members in a project, so too do we lend a hand in 
negotiating a congruent way of inhabiting our natural and man-made worlds.

The practice has evolved around a very distinct strategy; at all sizes of project, we strive to uncover 
“just right” design and construction solutions and to make it easy for people to select a level of 
assistance and care that not only fits the project scope, but allows them to feel ownership in their 
project.  

The firm was founded by Paul Ries, senior principal and registered architect, and is composed of like-
minded architects, designers, and construction managers.  These team members take their projects 
from the beginning of design to final construction inspection, enabling a clear line of communication, 
decisions, and responsibility to be maintained throughout the project.  The remaining project group is 
selected from among many associates to bring the needed skills to the project.  The confidence drawn 
from our past membership in the construction trades allows the benefit of working partnerships with 
engineers and specialty subcontractors during the entire project.  It is because of these partnerships, 
and the creativity springing from an open and honest manner of working, that the evolution of truly 
successful design solutions and completed projects are enabled.

Besides innumerable residential projects (single and multi-family), past projects have included many 
public, industrial, and commercial buildings; with owners from among federal and state agencies, port 
authorities, city government, private developers, and non-profit agencies.  For the most part, these 
projects are regionally located around each office location, but there is an increasing breadth to the 
practice with projects completed as far away as New Zealand, and West Africa.
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