
Sporting Goods & Outdoor

How Climbing Social Properties 
Generated 719M Video Views in 2021



Overview of the digital climbing landscape from January 2021 to January 2022: 

Audience Demographics:
● Geolocation: Looking at the geolocation of the top climbing website visitors and the top climbing social properties followers, the US has the 

largest climbing audience, followed by the UK. Other leading countries include Italy, Canada, Germany and the Netherlands. 
● Age & Gender: 59% of the web visitors to the top 10 climbing websites were male, and the majority of these visitors were 25 to 44 years old. 

Followers to the top climbing social properties are overwhelmingly male (87%) and predominantly 18 to 34 (65%). 

Platforms:
● YouTube generated the highest amount of climbing views, followed by Facebook (24%) and then Instagram (20%). Twitter makes up <1% of 

climbing video views. Instagram has the largest audience of followers for the top 15 climbing athletes. Although TikTok has the smallest audience 
relative to the other platforms, it generated the most engagements from Jan. ‘21 to Jan. ‘22. 

Top Athletes: 
● Jimmy Chin, Alex Honnold and Nirmal Purja have the largest climbing audience on social. When looking at the average engagement per post, 

Noah Kane, Nirmal Purja and Alex Honnold have the highest rates. 

Content Opportunities: 
● YouTube: Top opportunities on YouTube include videos that share climbing tips, weight test climbing gear, POV climbing shorts and videos that 

answer common climbing questions. 
● Facebook: Top opportunities on Facebook include videos celebrating historical feats in climbing, bouldering sessions, clips or trailers from 

upcoming films, and thrilling stunts that push the boundaries of the sport. 
● Instagram: Top opportunities on Instagram include videos celebrating historical accomplishments, clips of athletes performing different types of 

solo climbing,  video teasers or trailers from upcoming films, and videos of athletes attempting challenging outdoor ascents.  
● TikTok: Top opportunities on TikTok include videos from bouldering sessions, strength training, ice climbing training, or videos discussing 

traditional climbing gear. 

Key Takeaways

© RightMetric

https://www.instagram.com/jimmychin/
https://www.instagram.com/alexhonnold/
https://www.instagram.com/nimsdai/
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Climbing 
Audience Scan



Based on web traffic, the following were the top ten climbing websites from January 2021 to 
January 2022. On average, these climbing resources generated 851K web visits per month.
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Top 10 Climbing Websites Total Traffic 
(Jan. ‘21 - Jan. ‘22)
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Climbing
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https://www.mountainproject.com/
https://www.mountainproject.com/
https://www.mountain-forecast.com/
https://www.mountain-forecast.com/
https://www.8a.nu/
https://gripped.com/
https://www.climbing.com/
https://www.climbing.com/
https://www.montagna.tv/
https://www.montagna.tv/
https://www.summitpost.org/
https://www.summitpost.org/
https://www.planetmountain.com/it/home.html
https://www.planetmountain.com/it/home.html
https://www.99boulders.com/
https://www.99boulders.com/
https://www.ukclimbing.com/
https://www.ukclimbing.com/
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The United States accounted for 40% of traffic to the top ten climbing websites, followed 
by the United Kingdom (13%), Italy (11%) and Canada (7%).

Top 10 Countries                
(% of Total Traffic)

Top Climbing Website Traffic Demographics         
(Jan. ‘21 – Jan. ‘22)

US — 40%

UK — 13%

Italy — 11%

Canada — 7%

Poland — 3%

Germany — 3%

Australia — 2%

Spain — 2%

Norway — 2%

Japan — 1%

40%+ <3%

*Traffic share by country for Desktop traffic only



Males account for 59% of all top climbing website traffic. As for age, people between the 
ages of 25 and 44 accounted for 53% of the traffic.

59%

Male
Female

41%

18-24

Web Traffic Age Breakdown

0%

30%

15%

Web Traffic Gender Breakdown

16%

25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 64+

29%

23%

16%

10%

6%

25-44 make up 53%
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Top 10 Climbing Social Properties by Total Views*

Climbers Crag: Rock Climbing Community
Social Followers: 396K |Total Views: 513M

1.

EpicTV: Climbing Videos + Gear Shop
Social Followers: 753K |Total Views: 80M

2.

Wide Boyz: Crack Climbing Company
Social Followers: 153K |Total Views: 35M

3.

REEL ROCK: Climbing Films
Social Followers: 418K |Total Views: 31M

4.

IFSC: International Federation of Sport Climbing 
Social Followers: 516K |Total Views: 18M

5.

Climbing Awesome: Climbing Community
Social Followers: 106K |Total Views: 11M

6.

Climb Lover: Climbing Community
Social Followers: 121K |Total Views: 10M

7.

Beta Climbers: Climbing Creator
Social Followers: 62K |Total Views: 8M

8.

Bouldering Bobat: Bouldering Vlog
Social Followers: 231K |Total Views: 7M

9.

Lattice Training: Climbing Training
Social Followers: 179K |Total Views: 7M

10.

*Total views from Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and YouTube from Jan. ‘21 to Jan. ‘22

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvvFazVkWRLfK1drGvr9fYw
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=EpicTV+Climbing+Daily
https://www.youtube.com/c/WideBoyz
https://www.youtube.com/c/REELROCK1
https://www.youtube.com/c/sportclimbing/about
https://www.instagram.com/climbingawesome/
https://www.instagram.com/climb_lover/
https://www.youtube.com/c/BetaClimbers
https://www.youtube.com/c/BoulderingBobat/about
https://www.youtube.com/c/LatticeTraining


From Jan. ‘21 to Jan. ‘22. Climbers Crag generated the most views by a significant margin, with over 
500M+ views. 
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Top 10 Social Properties by Video Views
(Jan. ‘21 - Jan. ‘22)
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The United States accounted for 33% of the top ten climbing social properties followers, 
followed by the United Kingdom (13%), Germany (6%) and Canada (6%).

Top 10 Countries                
(% of Total Followers)

Top Climbing Social Properties Follower Demographics         
(Jan. ‘21 – Jan. ‘22)

US — 33%

UK — 13%

Germany — 6%

Canada — 6%

Netherlands — 3%

Australia — 3%

France — 3%

Spain — 2%

Italy — 2%

Sweden — 2%

40%+ <3%

*Demographics are an directional approximation using YouTube subscriber geo-breakdown. Climbing Awesome follower demographics 
unavailable and have been removed from data set. Climb Lover data based on Instagram demographics.



The followers of the top 10 climbing social properties skew male (87%) and are 
predominantly aged 18 to 34 years old (65%). 

87%

Male
Female

13%

13-17

Web Traffic Age Breakdown

0%

40%

20%

Web Traffic Gender Breakdown

2%

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55+

26%

39%

18%

10%

6%

18-34 makeup 65%
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*Demographics are an directional approximation using YouTube subscriber age and gender. Climbing Awesome follower demographics 
unavailable and have been removed from data set. Climb Lover data based on Instagram demographics.
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YouTube generated the highest amount of climbing views, accounting for 56% of the total views from 
Feb. ‘21 to Feb. ‘22. Facebook generated the second highest (24%), followed by Instagram (20%). Twitter 
makes up <1% of climbing video views. 

Facebook Instagram* Twitter

*Does not include views from Instagram reels. Total views from date range: 02/22/2021-02/22/2022 from top climbing athletes, social properties and brands.

To
ta

l #
 o

f V
ie

w
s

© 2022  RightMetric Digital Ltd. All rights reserved.

882M

381M
309M

9M
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Top Climbing Athletes



Top 15 Climbing Athletes by Average Engagement*

*Top 15 Climbing Athletes based on total followers on YouTube, Facebook, Instagram and TikTok ranked by average engagement per post from Jan. ‘21 to Jan. ‘22. 

Noah Kane
Total Followers: 428K 
Avg. Engagement: 67K

1.

Nirmal Purja MBE - NIMS
Total Followers: 2M 
Avg. Engagement: 33K

2.

Alex Honnold
Total Followers: 3M 
Avg. Engagement: 22K

3.

Jimmy Chin
Total Followers: 4M 
Avg. Engagement: 15K

4.

Tommy Caldwell
Total Followers: 1M 
Avg. Engagement: 12K

5.

Chris Sharma
Total Followers: 859K 
Avg. Engagement: 10K

6.

Magnus Midtbø
Total Followers: 786K 
Avg. Engagement: 9K

7.

Shauna Coxsey
Total Followers: 664K 
Avg. Engagement: 6K

8.

Adam Ondra
Total Followers: 1M 
Avg. Engagement: 6K

9.

Janja Garnbret
Total Followers: 499K 
Avg. Engagement: 6K

10.

Alexander Megos
Total Followers: 425K 
Avg. Engagement: 5K

11.

Sasha DiGiulian
Total Followers: 867K 
Avg. Engagement: 5K

12.

Renan Ozturk
Total Followers: 1M 
Avg. Engagement: 4K

13.

Conrad Anker
Total Followers: 639K 
Avg. Engagement: 2K

14.

Emily Harrington
Total Followers: 396K 
Avg. Engagement: 2K

15.
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https://www.instagram.com/noah__kane/
https://www.instagram.com/nimsdai/
https://www.instagram.com/alexhonnold/
https://www.instagram.com/jimmychin/
https://www.instagram.com/tommycaldwell/
https://www.instagram.com/chris_sharma/
https://www.instagram.com/magmidt/
https://www.instagram.com/shaunacoxsey/
https://www.instagram.com/adam.ondra/
https://www.instagram.com/janja_garnbret/
https://www.instagram.com/alexandermegos/
https://www.instagram.com/sashadigiulian/
https://www.instagram.com/renan_ozturk/
https://www.instagram.com/conrad_anker/
https://www.instagram.com/emilyaharrington/
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Adam Ondra and Magnus Midtbø have the largest audiences on YouTube with 356K and
259K subscribers, respectively. Janja Garnbret, Jimmy Chin and Tommy Caldwell do not 
currently have YouTube channels. 

0

400K

200K

Yo
uT

ub
e 

Su
bs

cr
ib

er
s

Top Climbing Athletes by YouTube Subscribers 
(Feb. ‘22)

Adam
Ondra

Noah
Kane

Magnus
Midtbø

Nirmal
Purja

Shauna
Coxsey

Chris
Sharma

Alexander
 Megos

Sasha
 DiGiulian

Emily
 Harrington

Alex
 Honnold

Conrad
 Anker

Renan
 Ozturk



© 2022 RightMetric Digital Ltd. All rights reserved.

Jimmy Chin, Alex Honnold, Nirmal Purja have most followers on Instagram with 3.1M, 
2.4M and 1.8M, respectively. All athletes are active on the Instagram platform. 
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(Feb. ‘22)
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Adam Honnold, Nirmal Purja and Jimmy Chin have the most followers on Facebook with 
622K, 451K and 436K followers, respectively. Noah Kane does not have a profile on FB.
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Noah Kane is the only athlete with a significant following on TikTok with 284K followers. 
Magnus Midtbø and Sasha DiGiulian have 19K and 12K followers, respectively. All other 
athletes have <1K followers or are not active on the platform. 
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Noah Kane

Nirmal Purja

Alex Honnold

Jimmy Chin

Tommy Caldwell

Chris Sharma

Magnus Midtbø

Shauna Coxsey

Adam Ondra

Janja Garnbret

Alexander Megos

Sasha DiGiulian

Renan Ozturk

Conrad Anker

Emily Harrington
4M

Total Followers                                

0 80K0

Avg. Engagement Per Post

Jimmy Chin, Alex Honnold and Nirmal Purja are the most popular climbing content 
creators on social. Noah Kane's average engagement per post is significantly higher than 
any other climber.
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Instagram has the largest audience of followers for the Top 15 climbing athletes. Although 
TikTok has the smallest audience relative to the other platforms, it generated the most 
engagements from Jan. ‘21 to Jan. ‘22. 

87%

YouTube
TikTok

13%

Instagram

Total Followers of Top 15 Climbing Athletes
(Feb. ‘22) 
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Top Content Buckets



CONTENT OPPORTUNITIES: YOUTUBE
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Click to view

Climbing Tips
Athletes share tips for beginner and expert 
climbers to help improve their climbs

[Example 1, 2]

38M Views

1

Click to view

Weight Testing
Athletes weight test cams, nuts and other 
trad climbing gear

[Example 1, 2]

15M Views

2

Click to view

POV Climbing Short
Quick, vertical climbing videos shot with a 
GoPro from extreme climbs

[Example 1, 2]

7M Views

3

Click to view

Answering Questions
Answering frequent questions or responding 
to previous video comments

[Example 1, 2]

3M Views

4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgtalcDhXe0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kR1buRTIKhk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-e1oDHZIz4&t=31s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7IAhfsZo2us
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCn49jjhwXI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DyOCGJHJkHo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOZCoYxPK-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_ejAMEdANU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Alte6W5HvM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-Bz66ZXoOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5c6duJ8veQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ntJgxxIrBs


CONTENT OPPORTUNITIES: INSTAGRAM
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Click to view

Historical Feats
Athletes celebrating or acknowledging 
historical achievements in the sport.

[Example 1, 2]

11.7% ER

1

Click to view

Teasers & Trailers
Sharing sneak peek clips or trailers from 
upcoming films or documentary series 

[Example 1, 2]

6.1% ER

2

Click to view

Soloing Clips
Epic video clips of athletes onsight soloing 
or deep-water soloing

[Example 1, 2]

3.8% ER

3

Click to view

Outdoor Ascent Videos
Videos of athletes attempting difficult 
climbs

[Example 1, 2]

4.0% ER

4

https://www.instagram.com/p/CYzK2tkFjSO/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CUv_QTDJ7pV/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CKa9EQiDTGb/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CXBjkL0lJ3U/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CUnEgBWFGHj/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CW4BRhkAomv/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CMzmhYqB1Zs/
https://www.instagram.com/p/COAgRrAK5ct/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CTzPpr5laP4/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CTfYLkiHIiH
https://www.instagram.com/p/CUDSyeaDcIF/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CT2dM9MsKwc/


CONTENT OPPORTUNITIES: FACEBOOK
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Click to view

Historical Feats
Athletes celebrating or acknowledging 
historical achievements in the sport.

[Example 1, 2]

3M Views

1

Click to view

Bouldering Sessions
Athletes sharing clips from bouldering 
sessions in climbing gyms
 
[Example 1, 2]

640K Views

2

Click to view

Teasers & Trailers
Sharing sneak peek clips or trailers from 
upcoming films or documentary series 

[Example 1, 2]

522K Views

3

Click to view

Thrilling Stunts
Athletes perform extreme stunts or tricks, 
pushing the boundaries of the sport.

[Example 1, 2]

2M Views

4

https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=156818862879412
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=414718460436893
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=1009709919826275
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=859811617900255
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=1416075502098919
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=4176040269081337
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=230390939032964
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=624717745545715
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=594204125031072
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=150334160229906
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1019059038897711
https://www.facebook.com/magmidt/videos/847743455911890


CONTENT OPPORTUNITIES: TIKTOK

*Content opportunities are not based on the top 15 athletes due to their limited number of posts. Source: Global TikTok data via API & Scraping from TikTok

Click to view

Bouldering Sessions
Athletes sharing clips from bouldering 
sessions in climbing gyms

[Example 1, 2]

51M Views

1

Click to view

Strength Training
Video clips from campus or circuit board 
training

[Example 1, 2]

34M Views

2

Click to view

Trad Climbing Gear
Showcasing traditional climbing gear such 
as climbing anchors and cams

[Example 1, 2]

28M Views

3

Click to view

Ice Climbing Training
Athletes showcasing how they train for ice 
climbing off of the mountain

[Example 1, 2]

30M Views

4
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https://www.tiktok.com/@blokcorp/video/6992855390400646406?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&q=bouldering&t=1645643234814
https://www.tiktok.com/@inaclimbs/video/7036007688156794158?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&q=climbing&t=1645642896869
https://www.tiktok.com/@blokcorp/video/7014800056742087941?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&q=bouldering&t=1645643234814
https://www.tiktok.com/@only_amazing_vibes/video/7024477951479549230?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&q=rock%20climbing&t=1645645726991
https://www.tiktok.com/@steghiso/video/6994009604984261893?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&q=climbing&t=1645643563378
https://www.tiktok.com/@steghiso/video/6994009604984261893?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&q=climbing&t=1645643563378
https://www.tiktok.com/@beingmanda/video/7030384473799658753?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&q=climbing&t=1645642896869
https://www.tiktok.com/@gabeexplores/video/6973800524319558918?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&q=climbing&t=1645643361708
https://www.tiktok.com/@climbingsnowboarder/video/7009032250767576326?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&q=climbing&t=1645642896869
https://www.tiktok.com/@salomon/video/6989722550708309254?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&q=climbing&t=1645642896869
https://www.tiktok.com/@scottcrady/video/6950459573681671430?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&q=ice%20climbing&t=1645646951964
https://www.tiktok.com/@redbullcanada/video/6927733912223436037?is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1

